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BOOK XVII 


THE SEVEN- YEARS WAR; FIRST CAMPAIGN 
1766—1767 


CHAPTER I 

WHAT FEIEDEICH HAD EEAD IN THE 
MENZEL DOCUMENTS 

The ill-informed world, entirely unaware of what Friedrich 
had been studying and ascertaining, to his bitter sorrow, for 
four years past, was extremely astonished at the part he took 
in those French-English troubles ; extremely provoked at his 
breaking-out again into a Third Silesian War, greater than 
all the others, and kindling all Europe in such a way. The 
ill-informed world rang violently, then and long after, with a 
Controversy, ‘ Was it of his beginning, or Not of his begin- 
ning ? ’ Controversy, which may in our day be considered as 
settled by unanimous mankind; finished forever; and can now 
have no interest for any creature. 

Omitting that, omr problem is (were it possible in brief 
compass). To set forth, by what authentic traits there are, 
— ^not the ‘ambitious,’ ‘audacious,’ voracious and highly 
condemnable Friedrich of the Gazetteers, — -hut the thrice- 
intricately situated Friedrich of Fact. What the Facts 
privately known to Friedrich were, in what manner known; 
and how, in a more complex crisis than had yet been, 
Friedrich demeaned himself : upon which latter point, and 
those cognate to it, readers ought imt to be immrant. if now 

VOL. VI. 
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CHAPTER I 

WHAT FKIEDEICH HAD HEAD IN THE 
MENZEI. DOCUMENTS 

The ill-informed world, entirely unaware of what Friedrich 
had been studying and ascertaining, to his bitter sorrow, for 
four years past, was extremely astonisha! at the part ho took 
in those French-English troubles ; extremely provoked at his 
breaking-out again into a Third Silesian War, greater than 
all the others, and kindling all Europe in such a way. The 
ill-informed world rang violently, then and long after, with a 
Controversy, ‘ Was it of his beginning, or Not of hia login- 
ning ? ’ Controveiny, which may in our day be considered m 
settled by unanimous mankind; finished forever; an<l can now 
have no interest for any creature. 

Omitting that, our problem is (were it possible in brief 
compass), To set forth, by wlmt auUientic traits there are, 
—not the ‘ambitious,’ ‘audacious,* voracious and highly 
condenmable Friedrich of the Gassetteers, — but the thrice- 
intricately situated Friedrich of Fact. What the Facts 
privately known to Friedrich were, in what manner known ; 
and how, in a more complex crisis than had yet been, 
Friedri<di demeaned himself ; upon which latter point, and 
those cognate to it, readers ought not to be ignorant, if now 
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2 SEVEN- YEARS WAR BEGINS fnoDK xvii. 

ii.'rivv'i'' 

fallen indilivvent on so many other points of the Airuii-. 
What a loud-roaring, loose and empty malter in this tornado 
of vociferation, which men enll ‘ Rnhlif. Opinion'! 'rragirally 
howling r'oinul a man; who has to stand silent tin' while; 
and scan, wisely under pain of death, the allogi'tlu'r inar- 
ticulate, dumb and inexorahie matter which the gods enll 
Fact! Friedrich did read his terrible Sphinx-riddle; tin; 
Gazetteer tornado did pipe and blow. King Fi'ie<lrieh, in 
contrast with his environment at that time, will most- likely 
never be portrayed to modern men in his real proporlitms, 
real aspect and attitude then and there, —which are silently 
not a little heroic and even patlu'tie, when well seen into; 
and, for certain, he is not portrayahle at present, on our side 
of the Sea. But what hints and fractions of feature wt; 
authentically have, ouglR to he given with exactitude, 
esfiecially with brevity, and left to the ingenuous imagination 
of readers. 

The secret sources of the Third Silesian War, since eaUiai 
‘ Seven-Years War, go back to 1745; nay, we may way, to 
the First Invasion of Silesia in 1740. For it was in Maria 
There.sa’s incurable sorrow at kws of Silesia, and her inex- 
tinguisliahlo hojM! to rccomjuer it, that this and all Frietlrich's 
other Wars had their origin. Twice she had signetl I’eat*e 
with Friedrich, and solemnly ceded Silesia to him : but that 
too, with the Imperial Lady, was by no means a (Inis to the 
business. Not tliat she meant to break her 'rreaties; far 
from her such a thought,— in the conscious form. Though, 
alas, in the unconscious, again, it was always rather near ! 
Practically, she reckoned to herself, these Twjaties woukl 
come to be broken, as Treaties do not endure forever; and 
then, at the good moment, she did purpose to be remiy. 
‘ Silesia back to us ; Pragmatic Sanction complete In every 
point! Wm not that our dear Father's will, monition of all 
our Fathers and their Patriotisms and T'raditionary Heroisms; 
and in fact, the behest of gods and men ? * Ten years ago, 



CHAP. I.] THE MENZKL DOCUMENTS S 

this notion lind been cut-down to tvppiiretd in n 

di.sastrous nmuiicr, for the second time. Hut it diti not die 
in the least ; it never tiiinks of tlyiiig ; slnrts ahvnvs nncw. 
passionate to priiduce itself again fts action valid at bi't ; 
and lives in the Imperial Heart willi a teiincitv that is strange 
to observe. Still .stranger, in the envious Valid I hurt, in 
that of Briihl, who had far less cause ! 

The Peace of Drcsik'n, Chrislmns 174.'), seemed to Iki an 
act of considerable niagnanimity on Friedricli's part. It was, 
at the first blush of it, ‘incredible’ to Harrach, the Auslrinn 
Plenipotentiary ; whose emharrassed, astonished bow we re 
member on that occasion, willi Knglisli Villiers shedding pious 
tears. But what is very remarkable withal is a thing since 
discovered:^ That Harrach, magnanimous signature Iwmlly 
yet dry, did then straightway, by order of his Court, very 
privately inquire of Briihl, ‘ There is Peace, you see j what 
they call Peace: — ^but our Trmtif nf tVnrmte\ for Partition 
of this magnanimous man, stands all the same ; doesn't it ? ' 
To which, according to the Documents, Hriilil, Imrdly escnjasl 
from the pangs of death, and still in a very pale-yellow con- 
dition, had answered in effect, * Hnh, say you so ? ( Ine's 

hatred is eternal ; — but that man's iron heel ! VVidt a little ; 
get Russia to join in the scheme ! ’-—and hung buck j tlie 
willing mind, but the too terrified 1 And in this way, like 
a famishing dog in eight of a too dangerous leg of mutton, 
Briihl has ever since rather held back ; woulti not rei*ngag« 
at all, for almost two years, even on the Cmrina's engaging : 
and then only in a cautious, conditional anti hyjKithotic 
manner, — though with famine increasing day hy day in sight 
of the desired viands. His hatred is fell ; but he would fain 
escape with back unbroken. 

How Friedrich discovered the Mysterp, Cornering Mmml 
a/nd Wtmgarim 

Friedrich has b«<m of this mystary, at leatt wide 

* unct Nets (p. 4). 
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[1755.1756 

awake to it and becoming ever more instructed^ for almost 
four years. Traitor Menzel the Saxon Kanzellistj — we, who 
have prophetically read what he had to confess when laid 
hold of, are aware, though as yet, and on to 1757, it is a 
dead secret to all mortals but himself and ^ three others,’— 
has been busy for Prussia ever since ^the end of 1752.’ Got 
admittance to the Presses ; sent his first Excerpt ^ about the 
time of Easter-Fair 1753^,’ — time of Voltaire’s taking winff. 
And has been at work ever since. Copying Despatches 
from the most secret Saxon Repositories ; ready always on 
Excellency Maltzahn’s indicating the Piece wanted ; and of 
late, I should think, is busier than ever, as the Saxon Mystery, 
which is also an Austrian and Russian one, gets more light 
thrown into it, and seems to be fast ripening towards action 
of a perilous nature. The first Excerpts furnished by Menzel, 
readers can judge how enigmatic they were. These Menzel 
Papers, copies mainly of Petersburg or Vienna Despatches to 
Rruhl, with Briihl s Answers , — —the principal of which were 
subsequently printed in their best arrangement and liveliest 
point of vision,^ — are by no means a luminous set of Docu- . 
ments to readers at this day. Think what a study they were 
at Potsdam in 1753, while still in the chaotic state; fished- 
out, more or less at random, as Menzel could lay hold of 
them, or be directed to them; the enigma clearing itself only 
by intense inspection, and capability of seeing in the dark ! 

It appears, — if you are curious on the anecdotic part, 


Wmterfeld was the first that got eye on this dangerous Saxon 

to settle in Berlin, giving hint of it to 
Wmterfeld ; who needed only a hint. So soon as Winterfeld convinced 
himself aat there was weight in the affair, he imparted it to Friedrich : 

^nFri^rich’s M^ifestos Aieflyin M/maire Raisonni la Co»duite~dcs 

hold of: Berhn, Autumn 1756). A solid and able Paper- 
P dly done, by one ^unt Herzberg, who rose high in after-times. Reprimed ’ 

“ O^samm^lU NachricJ^n 



5 
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2755-1756] 

‘‘Scheme of partitioning, your Majesty, of picking quarrel, then over- 
whelming and partitioning ; most serious scheme, Austrian- Russian as 
well as Saxon; going on steadily for years past, and very lively at this 
time ! If true, Friedrich cannot but admit that this is serious enough ; 
important, thrice over, to discover whether it is true ; — and gives Winter- 
feld authority to prosecute it to the bottom, in Dresden or wherever the 
secret may lie. Who thereupon chai'ged Maltzahn, the Prussian Minister 
at Dresden, to find some proper Menzel, and bestir himself. liow Malt- 
zahn has found his Menzel, and has bestirred himself, we saw. Thief- 
keys were made to pattern in Berlin ; first set did not fit, second did ; 
and stealthy Menzel gains admittance to that Chamber of the Archives, 
can steal thither on shoes of felt when occasion serves, and copy what 
you wish,— for a consideration. Intermittently, since about Easter-Fair 
1753, Three persons are cognisant of it, Winterfeld, Maltzahn, Fried- 
rich ; three, and no more. Probably the abstrusest study, and the most 
intense, going-on in the world at that epoch.^ 

At a very early stage of the Menzel Excerpts it became manifest 
that certain synchronous Austrian Ditto would prove highly elucidative; 
that, in fact, it would be indispensable to get hold of these as well!' 
AFhich also Winterfeld has managed to do. A deep-headed man, who 
has his eyes about him ; and is vexy apt to manage what he undertakes. 
One Weingarten Junior, a Secretary in the Austrian Embassy at Berlin 
(Excellency Peubla’s second Secretary), has his acquaintanceships in Berlin 
Society ; and for one thing, as Winterfeld discovers, is madly in love '' 
with some Chambermaid or quasi-chambermaid (let us call her Chamber- 
maid), "‘'Daughter of the Castellan at Cliarlottenburg. ” Winterfeld, 
through the due channels, applied to this Chambermaid, "" Get me a 
small secret Copy of such and such Despatches, out of your Weingarten ; 
It will be well for you and him ; otherwise perhaps not well I” Chamber- 
maid, hope urging, or perhaps hope and fear, did her best ; Weingaiiien 
had to yield the required product and products, as required. By tins 
Weingarten, from some date not long after Menzel’s first mysterious 
Dresden Excerpts, the necessary Austrian glosses, so far as possible to 
Weingarten on the indications given him, have been regularly had, for 
the two or three years past. 

"Weingarten first came t"' be seriously suspected June 1756 (Wein- 
garten Junior, let us still say, for there was a Senior of unstained 
fidelity) ; ""June 15th,” Excellency Peubla pointedly demands him from 
Friedrich and the Berlin Police : "" Weingarten Junior, my eecond 
Secretar, fugitive and traitor ; hidden somewhere 1”® Excellency Peubla 


^ Retzow, CharakUristik des Siehenjahrigm Kriegts (Berlin, 1802), i. 23* 

Z 2 djune% Every research making for Mr. Wemganett,--.in vain 
hitherto {GmUemafds Magasiney xxxi,, ue, for 1756, p. 363). 
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is siiswcrt'd, L’-dti Jiiim: “ W« wtml.J xn linn iv.t. ti inm, if 
Wo Imvo tried Ht iJitsro : tuna )ti» .\Ji.thnr4n-lttw ; knows 

nothiiiff: hiivti forlmnm kyiiig «(}i iii* j*uor Wife «(,» tliihimt; wid 
Lopo her liiipt-riitl .Miyesty will Imve pity on that poor rrnsture, wt,«k 
folloji «u uiiwrttl»I«." ‘ tH* th«l Kxcnllrnry IVm! 4» hud nulhtiiK for it Imt 
to compoHu himiiolf; to lioimiir Ihe uiulaiinaan (idnlity t.f H'niiij^urfou 
fcieuiur liy a iml.lio piwB of priximliMii, wlm Si xn.m nii.una ; iiml fot tliu 
Junior run. WoiuKurtoi* JuHiur, wii the (irxi imtj yHiiwhod 

with duo proii!ptitu.i«,-. Wtt» ««t to U. Wo uorroivo 

he him luurried his CimrlultMihurK »«-<iuty, end thorn (uo 
babkw. It Hi'oius ** he liv”i>a loiijf ye»ui Alter, in tiio Allitwrk, its a IJerr 
von Woiss/'—hk riillertitius inmiifoia, but utikii.iwii,* Whet is much 
the Austriiut Vcteruii, liesra H'eitiftiirleii'R Atmtoi' 
(rrut vou Peubla, talk ot tfie ** grumi xtwit alter, aiW !*ow 

Friodrioh had hoard of it, not fVoin Weitigarlon alone, but fuuii <iro*». 
Fttrwt EtWEjaii l,l©ir*A|i|«r0iit ! * 

^ he dill leit gtl iwey. Mendel, m w# Imiml in 

irm activity till mi ; mul wan iJwii |iy| umlm l«rk mul key. Wm uut 
liiuigod ; aat prlnuum fm Iweiity^ne^fH yi^rn ; iiiifrgriiwii with kilr 
lega and amta cimitied itigtilieri heavy Ireii4imr iiiiiling «ikl« • 
bread -and-water I--*' fur ike rmi^ liettliliy * anti iliiitl* imi very niiniriilile it 
IS said, ill im. Shmkbm tmmm, W«liigi*riei» and 


Yes, a diabolical pair, they, atm* fmnt«h ; anti the thii.if 
they betrayed figiiiiiat tiieir itiyi ijmi n 

thing? Servants of the Devi! do fall out; and Sifniuiti, 
not of the Devil are fain, nontetiimai, to raise a titmrrd of 
that kind ! — ’ 

IJe then world, a« we «,iid, wa« one lout! iipmar of logic 
on the right rewiing and the wrong of those .StfivlHne Ika-u- 
ments : ‘ Did your King of Fntioiia iiiterfm*t thei'n aright, or 
even try it? Did not he use them «« a doak for highway 
robbery, and swaHowing of a peawnbfe Siwonv, Iml man tl«t 
he surely isf ’ For Friedrich'* demeanour, this time again. 
Tw* «anie to the acting jmint, w«a of c,„i,H,nt rapidity; 
aW a awite hon.apring than ever; and it hroniht m 
mm, in the aerial or vocal way, its usual HMilt • hnoe tlaii.iiur 
of 1.^0 ftom uxfafoLd 


•■Retstow,'!, jy* 


• €^uku% i n$, 
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CiiAi'. I.] T II E M E N Z E I. 1) O C U M E N T S 

1755 -^ 75^3 

and logic, which has now sunk irrc.suscltal>ly dead ;™nothing 
of it much worth menliouing to modern reatka's, scnn‘<‘{y even 
its Ilk Jacet (in FoolnoU's, for the beneUt; of the curious !) . « 
and it is, at last, a thiiig not doubtful to auNbody that 
Friedrich, in that mattta*, did read aright. Ho that now 
the loud upx’oar is retluml to one small (|uestion with us, 
What did he read in those Mcar/.el Dotnunenls? What. fa(*L 
lying in them was it tliat Frivnlrich had to rt‘atl ? llmv, 
smelted-down by repeated roas tings, is succiiud answer;- for 
the ultimate fragment of incombustilxle, here as elsewhere, 
will go into a nutsliell, once the continents of I)iphminlisi» 
Gazetteer logic and disorderly stabled itter, tlnH^altanug to heap 
themselves over the very stax's, have been faithfully burnt 
away. 

Headers heard of a Union of Winmw,/ early In 1745, ronrinciod hy 
the Sea-Fowers and the Sascon^Follih miA Hungarian Ufajestkw : very 
harmless Uwtoa of Warsaw, public to all the world,— hut with ii eerliilfi 
thrice-seewet ^ of Warsaw' (iKvtwoen Polish and Ibmgariun Majesty 
themselves two, the SeaMNnvers being horror^slrurk by numtimi ot It) 
which had ihllowed tliereupon, in an eager and wondevUil numner. 
Thrice-socret Treaty, for Partitioning Friedrieb, and Meiiling the reKpiu' 
tive shares of his skin. Treaty wliloh, to denote its origin, vi*e ealk^l of 
Warsaw; though it was not finished there (sharei of skin m diilieult 
settle), and Treaty of /.eipsiy, Idih May 1745/ is Iti uilm In Hooks;— 
of winch Treaty, m the Sea-Powers had retudled borror-sirurk, there 
was no whisper farther, to them or to the rest of exoteric miiiiklnd;'— 
though it has been one of tlni busiest 'Entitles over since, From the 
Menzel Documents, I know not after what oirmiltous gropingii and 
searchings, Friedrich first got notice of that Treaty ; * figure his Itmk on 
discovering it ! 

We said it was the romarkahlest bit of iheepskln In Iti Uentury, 
Headers have heard too, lliat it was proposed to Brllhl, by a grateful 
Austria, directly on signing the Peace of Dresden s ^Oiir Farlltlon- 
Treaty stands all the same, does it not?'— and In wimt humour llrdhl 
answered; 'Hah? Got llussia to join!' Both tlioiii facts, Thiii there 
is a Treaty of Warsaw, and that this li the AuitriainSiixon imupor anil 
intention towards him and it, Friedrich learned from the Meiwel Duru* 
ments. And if the reader will possess hlmiolf of these two facte, and 

^ Now printed in CEuvm di Mdirk^ Iv, 40-43, 
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imdt^rstnml Hint sro «1‘ » g«tj'rtiii»aivf. mtuf vitiil 
Htnictiltlo i.y llic limi tlH> rhutu-iw; nn.i l.in.' 

d(nc!i>|iinK tliciaKfhiN, diij- »i«l ni){lit <nvr -.uu-c, in n iruly w.uxlfriul 
manner, tin* rcuilnr kimwa in miltHtann* mIwI Mcn/nl liati tn rr^fal. 

llunKiii wiw gilt l*> join ; th»»rt* an* im'Unti!.. nt' «ntff.itini; nii liiifiMia 
and kindling ii jumr fal l'ienriii!i Hlumg,. ).ii'.|»i.'itm'. and iiuliitii.itidUH* 
In M.iy ir.)U, within wix «f tin* IVtn-t* •>{' Itfi-MU'n. a 'iWniv <if 

IVUirslnirg, lU'w vt*ri*i(»ii rtf tin* ^Vjirwiw «!u*, wuh tu iMndinn'iit • 

Cairina and Kntjin'HH.Qnwa nigiiiitg, Hrnhl dying !,» ^igu, i,„t mg’ 
daring. Ilnw itu»i.ia !m» hwi got t« jtiiit. and initri* and nion* vigm-ntidy 
bear a liaiul ; how Bruhl** rabiditir* «f aijjiclilt*, and tniniisi nt' inairt 
have ronliimed aver ainri* ; how An-tria ami Uii.da, Hruhl aiding with 
hyriteriral alacrity, haunted l»y terror (anti at lit«t nieretrntly r.trHufil 
from Kigning), —have, year after year, e-fteeiHlly in thix he** year 1?.W, 
brought the matter nearer and nearer jierfeetion ; and the Two Imperial 
Majoaties, with Brilhl to rear, wait only til! they are fully reaiiy, and 
the world give* opportunity, t« piek a tjnarrel with Friedrieh, and over- 
whelm and partition him, aertirtling tti eovenant ; 'riua. wandering 
through eudleHH ninrea of lietail, ia in aunt what the Aleiwel IWnmentH 
diadoKO to Friedrich and ua. How-, in a ^p|,t•e of ten yearn, the amall 
aeedgrain of a Treaty of Warnaw, or Treaty of I'eiernbiirg, planleil and 
nouriHhed in that mannar, in tha Sataii'a hivinilde Wtirhl, ha* grown 
into a mighty Tree there, -prophetie of Fact* near at hand ; whieh were 
extremely aanguinary to the Human Have for the next ^even Vtair*. 

This is the .sunntotn! : Imt for Frkairielt's anke, »ii,| to 
illustmtc the situiitioi), let us tnkt* ii few gjhmct** niort*, into 
the then Stitan's Invisiblt* Wttrltl, whieh hml ht>etjim* so 
ominously hu.Hy round Frififrieh «i«l olhers. 'ilie Czitrinw, 
we say, was got to engage; aatl .Mny !t4(i. then* ennie a 
Treaty of IVlewhtirg duly vnlitl, whiVh is that of *HTmm 
under n new name ; and still Briilil thirst not, for ahove a 
year coming,— not till August ISth, 1747 ; » aiul tlien, only 
in a hypothetic half-and-half way, with fear ant! Iremhling, 
though with hunger tmsjwakabk*, in sight of the viaiula. A 
very wretched Bri'ihi, as seen in these Mengel Doeunieiita. 
On poor Polish Majesty Uriih! has playis! the sorcerer, this 
long while, and ridden him, as he wtmid an enehantetl 
quadruped, in a shameful manner : but how, in turn (a* w« 

‘ jWwetV# A*fli'w«a/(in G*tamm$!(i mriHeAfetij, i. 455,. 
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study Monzel), is Erithl hini.suU hfig-Htliii'i!, lumk'tl by hi» 
own devils, iind lends such n ghnsliy {thnidnsiunl cvistciu'c 
yondoi’, in the Vnlli'V of Iht^ Shadow of C/o/'/nw, -■ mere < 'lollies, 
metaphorical and lileral ! ‘ Wrctclied llri'dil, a^italcd with 
hatreds of a ratluT iiiferiud nature, and with (errors of a nol 
celestial, conicsanit on our synijiathies, as n do>4 ahaosl 
pitiable, — were that possible, with twelve tailors seuing for 
him, and a Saxony getting shoved over the precipices by hini. 

A famishing dog in the most singular situation. What hr 
dare do, he tloes, and with such a will. But there is almost 
only one thing safe to him: that of egging on tin* t'/arinn 
against Friedrich; of coining lies to kimite C/arish .Majesty; 
of wafting on every wind rumours to that eiul, and cotdimmlly 
besieging with them the empty tlwirish mind. Bndil has 
many (londuits, ‘the Sieur tie Funek,' ‘the Skair («n>ss,’ 
plenty of I.egationary Sicui's and ('ondiiits -wliich issue 
from all quarters on Petersburg, and which Iind there a 
lleservoii’, aiul tluo Hu.ssinn .vrmVc-pi/ir.v, preparisl for them ; 
— and Briihl is husy. ‘(’ommerce of Dantzig to lie ruimal,’ 
suggests he, ‘that is plain: look at his Asiatie fompaiiies, 
his Port of Emlxleu. Poland is to Im stirnxbup ; has not 
your Cmrish Majesty heard of his intrigues there ? fotirlami, 
which is almost become your liiajesly's, cuuniiigiy snatclusl 
by your Majesty’s address, like a vahiahle morihund whale 
adrift among the shallows, - this hml man will have it out 
to sea again, with the harpoons in it; fairly nfloid amid tlie 
Polish Anarelucs again ! ' ’Hu'se are hut speimcim of Briihl. 
Or we can give such in Brilhrs own word*, if the mider !md 
rather. Here are Two, which have the advantage of hrevitv : 

1', # # 'I'jij, Siciir lie Ftmck, Ha*aii MiniKtcr at I'elerslaifK, wnrte 
to Count Brflhi, (tlh July 17M (says »ii iucixaratito liwiirti), 

‘That the Sieur Cross' (now Minlator of ituMla »t Hremten, wIm 

» 'Mmim-mpi J«s vtKutf <*i mioHtt (Have you no vitiuea, dien, In 
•how me, nothing but luln of l.r«e«he»)l' eaeymed an impaiiern trenU, 
Traveller, led about In BrtthI'* Palace one day i Atcheiihuln, (tmAitUtt 

SidiHjSMriggH I 
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imt -uf r’. nI^v rHt‘k*^t ^utnv xt^iun 

lio a ifjHHl \ii f I h* r»t,.H}sMU i hr tr hin rmirl, ** Thai 

Ua'^ ttf PrijH.ia hail IhuiuI a »-h4?iH»4 in i MiJt'lanil, hy •v^hii’h In* 

h*ariM*il all tia* ni^nr!! mI' Ihr I'miuI ; * aial Simir Fiinrk atlilril, 

* timl li infaHinl i.ruiHi ii.hi^ ranltl iir taatli* n|' »aii-h a htnry with |j«r 

tV.urj^h ‘i\i «liir-h immi lliuhl rrj^ir*#, July, ^ 1'hat Iw 

IniH histnu'lini Minir wlni aji nul lail In m'l in rnna'iHirM^-i* * 

hiintf Hann» Sm-rriary ui at IVtarnhui'i^;, 

t«i TiHiiJ lljahl, IJlh A|n‘il ITmIIi 

*1 iim hhltlini In y*»nr I'UnJImify Ihitt it kumifly wjrJuniy in 

nnlw in fiivniir t’in*lahi vinw-M, pm nnulil ham thii |i?iaiiiiir»»H in 
iirrivn In hy tiifirrrni Ihn iMlhnuti^t : 

'I'hai thn King' i»f uu nl* rnnnnrivtn U mnuUtm nilkm 

iiiul iiiln Ihi* rhmii.»*r» In rri*niiiu#ilrr lit** irmtniry iwnl I'xritn ji 

rxJH^llinn tin*n*/* Atnl llik- ii«lvk#% hr |#|i*aanl in nlnrrvin In fi«4 fn mnw 
Jim't fniiii tlin nm hy t\m Emny Imi hy snifini thinl 

|iju'ty, tn thn wnl Ihnrt* inay m miirnrt iitilh'iHl ; m lltny * (fwa» tlw 

* Mwvlm i«nl luaiirtiiJttg KxriJIiniihn**, iliiwuiiiii iiiul Ain^lriiw) * hnv^ 

given the winie In i.iiher wt lhi*| Ihn i«ni -i 

fiiine fnmi innre iJjivvh llnin 

**'rh<*y* (tim wihl tiianugirig Ikmlkiiviewl * Iwvr akn rei|iiirtnl mis ti» 
write in the Hiirwi «!« Havk/ «yr Haxiiit ,\!iiii»ter iii NweJini, * nimn it* 
whieh I will iwt fiiil In 4t»; mul they ii.»^Mav4 me tlial t*«r Citiylh* iwlviiii- 
tfige wiw iwt rnnceriiial in it than Ihiil ni thvsr intii ; nJtting tliwe 
worik* (vtmtiurluyn tu nmJw nmill, ***J*h 0 King nf (in i 74 A) 

Huxnny a hinw whivli it will feel fur fitiy y»*#ir# ; Imt we will give 
him nim whivh lie will feel fnr ii linmimlJ* * 

7'n whivh heaiitifal hiiggehtimi Kxvelleiivy llriilti iififiifer*| »*! Jiiiiii I7f4»: 

* Ah tn the Kerret i'rnmmmUm nf imiivryiiig In Ih^er^hiirg* hy mnnmlwl 

elmiiimk, Iiilelligimve «»f Ih-iiHwhitt maiiiiiiatmiw lit Iim we iir# 

gill! Imny fimling mit ii Hgitt j uml lltey* the mamtgiiig 

Exeellemiew) * iihiili very utimip »rie wi«y nr tin* nilier* mw llie ellevt nf my 
perHomil IiuJiiialimi in Mweml wiml in mi gnmi iiii liitetitiwi, tlmiigh » 
little artful {mi inm |ifii, imihiiig l<i »|«»fe t>f ) ! ^ 

ii'aucjf a poor fat Ciwiriiia, of many apjwtitc-N, of little jmig- 
menk, mitimiaily baiU-n-upon in thin inainuT by thwo Sax<»n- 
Austrian artists ami their Uussian Mirviw pijH's. lInmUartW 
witlr cunningiy*tieviKftl fahi'ieations, every wiia! fn-ightett for 
her with piiaabwuia! rumours, no my of vlireet daylij'ht visit- 
ing the poor &verfig« Woman ; wh«» in lazy, not nmlignant 
» Mimeit4 Maitmiti {la GtummJi* NMAminml i. 4J4 j j ktid ii. 47^. 
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if she could avoid it : mainly a mass of esurient oil, with 
alkali on the back of alkali poured-in, at this rate, for ten 
years past ; till, by pouring and by stirring, they get her to 
the state of soap and froth ! Is it so wonderful that she 
does, by degrees, rise into eminent suspicion, anger, fear, 
violence and vehemence against her bad neighbour ? One at 
last begins to conceive those insane whirls, continual mad 
suspicions, mad procedures, which have given Friedrich such 
vexation, surprise and provocation in the years past. 

Friedrich is always specially eager to avoid ill-will from 
Russia ; but it has come, in spite of all he could do and try. 
And these procedures of the Czarish Majesty have been so 
capricious, unintelligible, perverse, and his feeling is often 
enough irritation, temporary indignation, — which we know 
makes Verses withal ! I can nowhere learn from those 
Prussian imbroglios of Books, what the Friedrich Sayings or 
Satirical Verses properly were : Retzow speaks of a P7^(^u'kU 
one at least, known in interior Circles.^ ProduM which 
decidedly requires publication, beyond anything Friedrich 
ever wrote ; — though one can do without it too, and invoke 
Fancy in defect of Print. The sharpness of Friedrich’s 
tongue we know ; and the diligence of birds of the air. To 
all her other griefs against the bad man, this has given the 
finish in the tender Czarish bosom ; — and like an envenomed 
drop has set the saponaceous oils (already dosed with alkali, 
and well in solution) foaming deliriously over the brim, in 
never-imagined deluges of a hatred that is unappeasable; — 
very costly to Friedrich and mankind. Rising ever higher, 
year by year ; and now risen, to what height judge by the 
following : 

At Fetersburg, 14AhA.6th May 1753, ^ There was Meeting of*the Russian 
Senate, with deliberation held for these two days; and for issue this 
conclusion come to : 

^ That it should be, and hereby is, settled as a fundamental maxim of 


^ Retzow, i. 34. 
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the Russian Empii-e, Not only to oppose any farther aggrandisement of 
the King of Prussia, hut to seize the first convenient opportunity for 
overwhelming (ecrase^'), by superior force, the House of Brandenburg 
(Hear, hear 1), and reducing it to its former state of mediocrity.” Leg 
of mutton to be actually gone into. With what an enthusiasm of ^ Hear, 
hear 1 ' from Bruhl and kindred parties ,* especially from BrCihl,~who, 
however, dare not yet bite, except hypothetically, such his terrors and 
tremors. Or, look again (same Senate, 

At Petersburg, October 1755): ^To which Fundamenhil Maxim, articu- 
lately fixed ever since those Maydays of 1753, the august Russian San- 
hedrim, deliberating farther in October 1755, adds this remarkable 
extension, 

‘ ^^That it is our resolution to attack the King of Prussia without fartiier 
discussion, whensoever the said King shall attack any Ally of llussia's, 
or shall himself be attacked by any of them.” Hailed by BrCdil, as 
natural, with his liveliest approval. glorious Deliberation, that, 

indeed !” writes he : ^^It clears the way of action for Russia's Allies in 
this matter ; and for us too ; though nobody can blame us, if we proceed 
with the extremest caution,” '—and rather wait till the Bear is nearly 
killed. 2 


Many marvels P^riedrich had deciphered out of tins Wein- 
garten-Menzel Apocalypse of Satan’s Invisible World ; and 
one often fancies Friedrich’s tone of mind, in his intense in- 
specting of that fateful continent of darkness, and his laby- 
rinthic stepping by degrees to the oracular points, which have 
a light in them when flung open. But in respect of practical 
interest, this of October 1755 (which would get to Potsdam 
probably in few weeks after) must have surpassed all tlie 
others. Marvels many, one after the other:® no doubt left, 
long since, of the constant disposition, preparation and fix<‘d 
intention to partition him. But here, in this last indication 
by the Russian Senate, — which kindles into dismal evidence 
so many other enigmatic tokens,— there has an ulterior 


^ Mhiotre Jiaisonni (in GesammdU Nachrichtm), i 421. » MM. i 422. 

r or ^ample, or n recapitulation: a Treaty of Warsaw or Leipzig, to 
^ ^ Petersburg ( 22 d May 1746, 

tremulous Quasi-Acmsion 
tremulous, bypothetic QuasLAccesiion, 
the Ru afterwards) ; first Delibemtion of 

me Kussian benate, i5tb May 1753 • etc., eto. 
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oracular point disclosed itself to Friedrich; in vaguer con- 
dition, but not less indubitable, and much more perilous : 
namely, That now, at last (end of 1755), the Two Imperial 
Majesties, very eager both, consider that the time is come. 
And are, — as Friedrich looks abroad on the Austrian-Russian 
marchings of troops, campings, and unusual military symptoms 
and combinations, — visibly preparing to that end. 

^ They have’ agreed to attack me next Year (1756), if they 
can; and next again (1757), without so Friedrich, 
putting written word and public occurrence together, gradually 
reads ; and so, all readers will see, the fact was, — though 
Imperial Majesty at Schonbrunn, as we shall find, strove to 
deny it when applied to ; and scouted, as mere fiction and 
imagination, the notion of such an ^ Agreement.’ Which I 
infer, therefore, 7iot to have existed in parchment; not in 
parchment, but only in reality, and as a mutual Bond registered 
in — shall we say ^ in Heaven,’ as some are wont ? — ^registered, 
perhaps, in Tze^o Places, very separate indeed! No truer 
‘ Agreement ’ ever did exist ; — ^though a devout Imperial 
Majesty denies it, who would shudder at the lie direct. 

Poor Imperial Majesty : who can tell her troubles and 
straits in this abstruse time ! Heaven itself ordering her to 
get back the Silesia of her Fathers, if she could ; — ^yet Heaven 
always looking dubious, surely, upon this method of doing it. 
By solemn Public Treaties signed in sight of all mankind ; and 
contrariwise, in the very same moments, by Secret Treaties, of 
a fell nature, concocted underground, to destroy the life of 
these! Imperial Majesty flatters herself it may be fair: 

‘ Treaty of Dresden, Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; Treaties 
wrung from me by force, the Tyrannic Sea-Powers screwing 
us ; Eaunitz can tell ! A consummate Kaunitz; who has 
provided remedies. Treaties do get broken. Besides, I will 
not go to War, unless the Bad One of Prussia do ! ’ — ^Alas, 
your noble Majesty, plain it at least is, your love of Silesia is 
very strong. And consummate Kaunitz and it have led you 
into strange predicaments. The Pompadour, for instance; 
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wild wm it iiiHl: * Jr fir hi r^*nfhits ^ 1 don't 

kiuiwhnr^l"? Han i^luillv ivottlil ihr linjirrMt Mjiria 
goti! of IVdjirirfy, li?ni* niiidr that un^avrr! Huf Hir did rial ; 
shr had la nnsWinMiiirrrnitl tv,. !-*af lirtvinil/ w.-n. iinprrnlivf: 
*A kiisd lilllt* Ndia ta t.lia {;*aiit[M,!Mnr ; tnn% .n:d tlr-i nnatluT 
mu! nmdlirr; it h iitt{iH|u‘nvn!d4% unir Innuiiul MujuNly!' 
AikI Iinpiaiiil 3^liiji*Hty iilwiiy-H kut ta da it. AihI thurn nxisi 
in writiiij^i fit this lumr,. mriam IlnllrHnjt Utfla Nhiti*H frnin 
Iinpnriiil ta that .Adt!rr.^?i ; w'-liiHi hx'^n, ' Mil 

*Prhwmt ri my tunny ; iifiyj i/»n^iwfr* mn 

irh rhhr m%yi mu* gaail ; * Xulnn wlilrh 

to have heeii jinnlinh hu(im ild% up nl IraH to the 

MimoiW. *?itv HoiimiC ^■friiiri'vH mul (atidiid S\tmliiiite 
iny ileare?^t t.Mii tinprriid haiiU nith what 

Btrange litHifnllowB thm Miwv of ^arhin^ ktiuH bring xm 
iicc|nniiited ! 

Frknlrlclt wbb HmiuiMf In regiir*! to bimt|i*u!riitr.», tliiiilii 

Vnlori ; *A littk «*i»iti|iliibiinrn nnulit ’iriiAt nikdii tt tint Itiivii 

doiw 1 But liU Binwlaii llujMy w-rmlil mO. And ntiiln tlin 
of all tlm oilior Fowom* ailiial wiilt Franm * wtntf In |*riv lliinr 

eourt to MadimiOi tlio llarmi vnn li.ny|*bini»nii 

ordor, iiovrr onro wont* (* liof-tt ! w in ^ wliilo tho 

Emiirw-Qumi win writing lior ilio inff»t flaflriing liatvr»*, ’Hm Brioro 
of Fniwla, Kd. oltloMi Urotlinr,. ■wbl.nH arilrnll)* to nlurdfi lit*r lk*rlriih| 
and lind a|i|ili»»4 l»* nu' for l|.** Iiatl IViiirr^ lirfiri fn itty 
IliO King, who hiw »tin*lt grillatii rhiI .^r'di.trltvn wayt* wlnm In’ roitid 
cwtfilnly havo n*foiuilv*t i|.*b. l.•«'!ohrlllntl laidy/-»a highly itit|Htrtaiit 
Improper Fomalo to lilni ainl filhoruJ- 

Yes; blit he «i«itc cltfdin^b roiiiitiiig the CkBlii 

may be immcHliate; jirofitu an* n*iiiiiti\— noiiole* but sure. 
Costs did indeed prove ciiiiiideriibie* jM^rbiijw fur beyond his 
eiipectation ; thought I flatter 'iiiymd ft tlic?y never awtike iiiueh 
remorse in him, on that mtm- 1— « 

Friedricl'fi Enigma, towanH llie eticl of 1756 aiu! oiiwaixl% 

^ Horntyr {cited lo Frcuiii L 4J| a,!***** sw Pudwi | Montgailktil | 
ii MhikUt m*}* 

* T^lorh I 
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is beconiiiig frightfiilh’ slringont; ftml Ihs- f«>luli<*n, ‘ Whnt 
practically will Ixs the wise course for me ? ’ ilot-s out. lessen 
in abstruHC intricacy, but tl»e reverse, as it grows mori* presN- 
ing. A very atorniy and <Iiihious Fnlnre, truly ! I’wo eir 
cuuistauces in it will be highly tlclermiiuitive : one of them 
evident to Friedrich ; the other unknown to him, iukI to nil 
mortals, except tavo or three. Firxi, 

That there will he an English-Frem-h War sfmigiitwav ; 
and that, m u.hujiI, the French, weaker at sen, w*ill prohnhly 
attack Hanover ;-~lhid; is to snv, bring the War home to 
one’s own door, and ripen into fidlilineJit those Atisfrinn- 
Ilussian Wots. This is the evident cirenmslnnec ; fast coming 
on; visible to Friedrich and to everyhotiy. Rut Hint, in 
.such event, Austria will join, not with England, but with 
France : this is a second circumstance, gtiessablo by nobeniy ; 
known only to Kaunitz and a select one or two ; but winch 
also will greatly complicate Frirelrich's position, and render 
his Enigma indeed astonishingly intricate, as well as stringitnl 
for solution ! 


CHAPTER H 

ENGLISH DIPLOMACIES ABROAD, IN PROSPECT OP 
A FRENCH WAR 

Britannic Majesty, I know not at what date, hut Iiefon* 
the launching of that poor Braddock tlumderiioll, much more 
after the tragic explosion it made, had felt that French War 
was nearly inevitable, and also that the French meUtixl would 
be, as heretofore, to attack Hanover, and wound him in ibat 
tender part. There goes on, accorelingly, a lively Ftm-ign 
Diplomatising, on his Majesty’s part, at prei«)nt,~in defect, 

almost total, of Domestic Preparation, military anti other ; 

Majesty and Ministers expecting salvation frewi abroad, m 
usual. Military preparation does lag at a shameful rate : btil, 
on the other hand, there is a great dmi of pondering, really 
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industrious considering and contriving, about Foreign Allies, 
and their subsidies and engagenu^iits. That step, for example, 
the questionable Seizure of the Fx'encli Ships zinthoNt Dt^elara- 
tion of War, was a contrivance by diplomatic Heads (ot bad 
quality): ^ Seize their ships,' said some bad Head, aflt^r 
meditating ; ^ put their ships in ifequi^^tyuftori^ till ilu^y do us 
justice. If they won't, and go to War,»™then tfici/ are the 
Aggressors, not we ; and our Allies have to scuid their 
auxdiary quotas, as per contract ! ' So the Ships wcn'e seizcnl ; 
held in sequestration, ^ till many of the cargoes (being perish- 
able goods, some even fish) rotted.'^ And in I'eturn, as will 
be seen, not one auxiliary came to hand : so that the diplo- 
matic Head had his rotted cargoes, and much public obkxjuy, 
for his pains. Not a fortunate stroke of business, that !— 

Britannic Majesty, on applying at Vienna (through Keith, 
Sir or Mr. Robert Keith, the Excellency of that name, 
for there axe two, a father and a son, both Vienna Excel- 
lencies), was astonished to learn That, in such event of an 
Aggression, even on Hanover, there was no cooperation to 
be looked for here. Altogether cold on that subject, her 
Imperial Majesty seems; regardless of Excellency Keith's 
remonstrances and urgencies ; and, in the end, is flatly 
negatory ; ‘ Cannot do it, your Excellency ; times so perilous, 
bad King of Prussia so minatory,'- — not to mention, soUo vore^ 
that we have turned on our axis, and the wind (thanks to 
Kaunitz) no longer hits us on the same cheek as formerly ! 

‘ Cannot ? Will not ? ' Britannic Majesty may well stare, 
wide-eyed; remembering sudbi gigantic Subsidisings and 
Alcides Labours, Dettingens, Fontenoys, on the per-contra 
side. But so stands the fact : ^ No help from an ungrateful 
Vienna; — quick, then, seek elsewhere ! ' And Hanbury and 
the Continental British Excellencies have to bestir themselves 
as they never did. Especially Hanbury ; who is directed 
upon Russia, — whom alone of these Excellencies it is worth 
^ SmoWti^B Mtstaiy af En^'iandf ; etc. etc. 
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while to follow for 11 moinont. Jiushin, on fair .sul>si<ly, 
yielded us a .'15,000 last War (willingly gnuited, most useful, 
though we had no lighting out of Ihein, mere terror of them 
being enough) : beyond all things, let Hunbury do his best in 
Russia ! 

Hanbury, cheerfully confident, provides himself wii.li llie 
requisites, store of bribe-money as the chief; at Warsaw 
withal, he pieks-up one Poniatowski (airy si-ntimeiilnl cox.- 
comb, rather of dissolute habits, handsomest and windiest of 
young Polacks): ‘(}ood for a laner to the (Jrand- Duchess, 
this one!’ thinks Hanbury. Which provctl true, and had 
its uses for Hanbury; — (Jrand -Duchess and (Jraiul-Duke 
(Cathei'ine and Peter, wliom we saw weddisi twelve? years ago, 
Heirs-Apparent of this Russian Chaos) being an almirusely 
situated pair of Spouses ; well capable of Homelhing ptdilicai, 
in private ways, in such a scene of affairs; aiul Catherine, 
who is an extremely clever creature, being out of a lover just 
now. A line scene tor the Diphanatist, this Russia at present. 
Nowhere in the world can you do so mueh with hrilu-ry ; 
quite a standing item, and fitianciul necessary-of-life to Oilieials 
of the highest rank there, ns Hanbury well knows.* 'rimt 
of Poniatowski proved, otherwise too, a notable stroke of 
Hanbury’s; and shot the poor Palish (.'oxcomb aloft into 
tragic altitudes, on the sudden, as we all know ! 

I-Ianbury’s immense dexterities, and incessant labours at 
Petersburg, shall lie hidden in the slop-pails : it is enough tt> 
say, his guineas, his dexterities and atuxiliary Pouiatowskis liid 
prevail ; and he triumphantly signetl his Treaty (Pelershurg, 
80th September), ‘Subsidy-Treaty for 55,000 men, 15,000 
of them cavalry,’ not to speak of ‘40 to f>0 galleys’ and the 
like; ‘to attack whomsoever Britannio Majesty bids: lutnual 
*^0®^ * 500,000/. while on service; 100,000/. wlule 

waiting.’ * And, wliat is more, and what our remlers are to 
mark, the 55,000 begin on the instant to assemble, —-along 
the Livonian Frontier or Lithuanian, looking direct into 

» His Letters (in Raumer), passim. * In AMungt vii, eog. 
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PmiRsen. Dilijitsutly rawk'ZvousiKg thfix* ; S5,0()0 of thfitt, 
nav, grndually 70,000; no slingim-Hw in tho ('wirina to Iut 
A lly of England. A most triuiuplinnl thing, tiitnka I Janhurv : 
Could another of yaxi iwive <!o!ie it? Sigin-d, muty for 
ratifying, fJOth SeptenilaT 175.7 {hmi Hrathitu'k iiewh not. 
hiiulering); — and h;/hre it is rntified (tliin also let readers 
mark), tlie actual Troops gidting on iiiawh. 

Hanbury’s masterpiece, surely; a glorious triuiupii in I he 
circumstances, and a difficult, tiiinks nanbury. Had Hnnhury 
seen the inside of the cards, as readers have, he would not. 
have thought it so triumphant. For years past, - (•specially 
since that ‘Fundamental maxim, May 14th- 1.7th, 17.7;},' 
which we heard of, — the Czarina's longings had Inam fixtsl. 
And here now, — scattering money fnnn both hands of if, 
and wooing us with diplomatic flneasing^, — is tho Fulflhncut 
come! ‘Opportunity’ upon l*reus.sen ; behold it here. 

The Russian Senate again holds delihemtioti ; declare# 
(on the heel of this Hajibury Treaty), ‘in OclolH.‘r 17.75,' 
what we read above, That its Anti*Pr«»fiian intentions are 
truculent indeed- And it is the common hdk in Pctcjst urg 
society, through Winter, what a dose the ambitious King of 
Prussia has got brewed for him,’ out of Russian indigiia’ion 
and resources, miraculously set afloat by English guineas, 
triumphant Hanbury, for the time being, — though a tragical 
enough by and by 1 

Th^: triumphant Hardmri/ Treait/ becomes, itsel/l Nothhtff or 
less } — but produces a Frkdrkh 7'reatg,JbU(med !»/ ttemdts 
which surprise Everybody 

King Friedrich’s outlooks, on this consummation, may well 
seem to him critical. The sore longing of aja infuriated 
Czarina is now let loose, and in a condition to ftdfli itself 1 
To hriedrich these Petersburg news are no sijcret ; nor to 
liim are the Petersburg private intentions a thing that can 
‘ Mimrirt Raismui (to GumnmtU Nafhrkktm\, i. 445 ,, etc. 
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be doubted. Apart from the Meiizel-Weingarten revelations, 
as we noticed once, it appears the Grand-Duke Peter (a great 
admirer of Friedrich, poor confused soul) had himself thrice- 
secretly Avarned Friedrich, That the mysterious Combination, 
Russia in the van, would attack him next Spring ; — ‘ not 
Weingarten that betrayed our Gremd Mysth-e\ from first 
hand, that was done ! ’ said Excellency Peubla, on quitting 
Berlin not long after.^ The Grand Mystery is not uncertain 
to Friedrich ; and it may well be very formidable, — coupled 
with those Braddock explosions. Seizures of French ships, and 
English-French War imminent, and likely to become a general 
European one; which are the closing prospects of 1755. 
The French King he reckons not to be well disposed to him ; 
their old Treaty of ‘twelve years’ (since 1744) is just about 
running out. Not friendly, the French King, owing to little 
rubs that have been ; still less the Pompadour ; — though who 
could guess how implacable she was at ‘ not being known (ne 
connais pas) ’ ! At Vienna, he is well aware, the humour 
towards him is mere cannibalism in refined forms. But most 
perilous of all, most immediately perilous, is the implacable 
Czarina, set afloat upon English guineas ! 


With a hope, as is credibly surmised, that the English 
might soothe or muzzle this implacable Czarina, Friedrich, 
directly after Hanbury’s feat in Petersburg, applied at 
London, with an Offer which was very tempting there : 
‘ Suppose your Britannic Majesty would make, with me, an 
express ‘ Neutrality Convention ’ ; mutual Covenant to keep 
the German Reich entirely free of this War now threatening 
to break out ? To attack jointly, and sweep home again 
with vigour, any and every Armed Non-German setting foot 
on the German soil ! ’ An offer most welcome to the Heads 
of Opposition, the Pitts and others of that Country ; who 


* Cogniazzo, Gestandnim eines (EsterreuMschen Veterans {iS cited above) i 
*25. ^‘September i 6 th, 1756.' Peubla left Berlin (Rodenbeck. i. 298),-thre^ 

months after Wemgarten’s disappearance* 
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wish dear Hancn-er safe enough (siife in Davy-Jonea^H locker, it 

that would do); but ax'© tii-ed of sub.sidlsii>|j, and niul 

tumulting, all the world over, for that Iiigli end. Mo that 
Friedrich’s Proposal is grjispeil at ; and after a little laaidpulu- 
tioii, the thing is actually concluded. 

By no means much manijjulation, both parties being will- 
ing. I'here was uncommonly rapid .surgery <d‘ any little 
difficulties and discrepancies ; rapid closure, instant salutary 
stitching-together of that long imhealable Privat<'er (’ontro- 
vei'sy, as the main item : ‘ 20,000^. allowed to Prussia for 
Pru-ssian damages ; and to England, from the other sidt*, Ihtf 
remainder of Silesian Debt, painfully outstanding for two or 
three yearn hack, is to be paid-off at once;’- — and in this way 
such ‘ NeutmUli/ Convention of Prmeia zvith En^aud ’ tannes 
fortli as a Practiail Fact upon mankind. Done at West- 
minster Kith January 1766. 'Die stepping-.Htone, as it 
proved, to a closer Treaty of the same date nest Year; of 
which we shall hear a great deal. 'Phe stepping-stone, in 
fact, to many large things ; — and to the ruin of our late 
‘ Russian-Subsidy Treaty’ (Hanbury’s masterpietx‘)i for one 
small thing. ‘ 'Phat is a Ib^aty signed, sure enough,’ answer 
they of St. James’s ; ‘ and we will be handsome about it to 
her Czavish Majesty ; but as to it, in its present 

form, — of course, never ! ’ 

What a clap of thunder to Excellency Hanbury ; his 
masterpiece found suddenly a superfluity, an ineomnuslity ! 
The orthodox English course now is, ‘ No foreign iiokUfr.s at 
all to be allowed in Germany;’ and there are the 66,000 
tramping on with such alacrity. ‘ We cannot ratify that 
Treaty, Excellency Hanbury,’ writes the Majesty’s Ministry, 
in a tone not of gratitude: ‘you must turn it some other 
way ! ’ A terrible blow to Hanbury, who had been expecting 
gratitude without end. And now, try how he might, there 
was no turning it another way; this, privately, and this only, 
being the Czarina’s own way. A Czarina obetinate to • 
degree ; would not consent, even when they made her the 
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liberal offer, ‘ Keep your 56,000 at home ; don’t attack the 
King of Prussia with l liem ; you shall have your Subsidy all 
the .samel’ ‘No, I won’t!’ answered .she, — to Hanbury’s 
amazement. Hanbury had not read the Weingarten-Menzel 
Documents ; — what double double of toil and trouble might 
Hanbury have saved himself and others, coukl he have read 
them ! 

Hanbury could not, still le.ss could the Majesty’s Ministry, 
surmise the Czarina’s secret at all, now or for a good while 
coming. And in fact, jjoor Hanbury, bu.sy as a Diplomatic 
bee, never did more good in Russia, or out of it. By direction 
of the Maje.sty’s Ministry, Hanbury still tried indu-striously, 
cash in both hands ; tried various things ; ‘ Aasuage the 
Czarina’s mind ; reconcile her to King Friedrich ; ’ — all in 
vain. ‘ Unite Austria, Ru.ssia and England, can’t you, then ? 
— in a Treaty against the Designs of France : ’ how very vain ! 
Then, at a later stage, ‘ Get us the Czarina to mediate 
between Prussia and Austria ’ (so very i)ossiblc to sleek them 
down into pence, thought Majesty’s Ministry): — and un- 
wearied Hanbury, cunning eloquence on his lips, and money 
in both hands, tries again, and ever again, for many month.s. 
And in the way of making ropes from sand, it must be owned 
there never was such twisting and untwisting, as that ap- 
pointed Hanbury. Who in fact broke his heai't by it ; — and 
died mad, by his own hand, before long.^ Poor soul, after 
all !— -Here are some Russian Notices from him (ami he 1ms 
many curious, not pertinent here), which are still worth 
gleaning. 

PeUmhurg, U October 1765. * * ‘The health of the Broprees’ 
(Czarina Elizabeth, Catin du Nord, age now forty-five) ‘ia had. She Is 
affected with spitting of Mood, shortness of breath, constant omighinK, 
swelled lep and water on the chest; yet she danced a minuet with me,' 
lucky Hanbury. ‘ There is great fermentation at Court Peter ' (Grand- 
Duke Peter) ‘does not conceal his enmity to the Schuwalofs' (paramours 
of Oatin, old and now); ‘ Catherine ’ (Oraiid-Duehess, who at length has 


* Hanbury’s * Life ’ (in fVeritt toI. iii.) gives sad account 
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Treaty iiill iii Itowtiittlt ■' ■ 
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Futilities in Russia and elsewhere, let us save this other 
Fi’action by a very different hand ; and close that Flanbury 
scene : 

^ Friedrich himself was so dangerous,' says the Constitutional Historian 
once : ^ Friedrich, in alliance with France, how easy for him to catch 
Hanover by the throat at a week's notice, throw a death-noose round the 
throat of poor Hanover, and hand the same to France for tightening at 
discretion ! Poor Hanover indeed ; she reaps little profit from her 
English honours : what has she had to do with these Transatlantic 
Colonies of England? An unfortunate Country, if the English would 
but think ; liable to be strangled at any time, for England's quarrels : 
the Achilles'-heel to invulnerable England ; a sad function for Hanover, 
if it be a proud one, and amazingly lucrative to some Planoverians. The 
Country is very dear to his Britannic Majesty in one sense, very dear to 
Britain in another ! Nay, Germany itself, through Hanover, is to be 
torn-up by War for Transatlantic interests,— out of which she does not 
even get good Virginia tobacco, but gx’ows bad of her own. No more 
concern than the Ring of Saturn with these over-sea quarrels ; and can, 
through lianover, be torn to pieces by War about them. Such honour 
to give a King to the British Nation, in a strait for one ; and such profit 
coming of it : — we hope all sides are grateful for the blessings received ! ' 

There has been a Counter-Treaty going on at Versailles m 
the Interim ; which hereupon starts out^ and tumbles the 
wholly astonished European Diplomacies heels-over-head 

To expectant mankind, especially to Vienna and Versailles, 
this Britannic-Prussian Treaty was a great surprise. And 
indeed it proved the signal of a general System of New 
Treaties all round. The first signal, in fact, — though by no 
means the first cause, — of a total circumgyration, summrerset, 
or tumble heels-over-head in the l^olitical relations of Europe 
altogether, which ensued thereupon ; miraculous, almost as 
the Earthquake at Lisbon, to the Gazetteer and Diplomatic 
mind, and incomprehensible for long years after. First 
signal we say, by no means that it was the first cause, or 
indeed that it was a cause at all,* — ^the thing being determined 
elsewhere long before ; ever since 1T63, when Kaunitz left it 
ready, waiting only its timOr 
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Ill# ^ I ? s»i M«y 

Kainti* FfjifWt llirv m%\ wiwti |jin»h-tb!y «tiirin»; K^'ith 

urjciniriw) tin* jrriitiiig with Fmiir*- nnti tuntitij' ujiubrNt poor 
UriUninic Mnjr'.'.S v wot prujKiNHi in ('utim-il nt \ ii'iuiH, ojn'iied 
luH liMiiillv sili'iit lipM ; lUirl Hill) njj.'iifiMi finch 

a Claim', no Kaiinitz or wiitsm' ntrlc In p*>rMii(w!'‘ Knim-r Franz 
that goiKl wouhl come ofit; tlumj'h, liiiiliiij' Sincrcijyfn Ijuly 
and cverylHaiv him, ho tii-Ui liit peace af'itin. And 

retnriHi! to bin private bitikiitg oin'mliimi, wJiich were more 
cxtcnmvc than ever, from tlm new trotihh^ ri»ing. » l^i'nt the 
FJmpresH-l^ueen, alwini* on wdii! aeciirilied,' hiivm Fiiitlrich, ‘large 
KtuiiM, from tiniK to time, in thoM* U ar» ; lie all in (*«m. 
minsanat i<t«rt‘!i to right awl h fl ; wi* mim'lvcft had jjioxt of 
oiif meal from him thia year,*' Kaiser Franz wan, awl con- 
timiwl, of the ohi way of thinkiug ; Imt camMimniate Kinmitz, 
niui the High Ijtd/« fisiil pmutiitn for her Schleiien, hi«l 
clianged everyhixi)* cfw. The tdterior fact* arw m follow*, 
nhbrevinltal to the uimtNit. 

Septemlmr 22d, 175.1, a few flay* l»fiirt> Ilanhtir/s 
Sulwkly-feftt at Fctewbnrg, which tiaik »iich a whirl for 
Hnnhiiry, there had met for the fir!.t time at Veiwaillei*, more 
especially at Itahiok*, Plenatire lloiike of flu* I’ompiuloiir, 
ft most select {Committee of 'llnw Feimm* : CJraf van Slahr- 
einberg, Atwtrian Aml»iw»ndor; rmiijMidmir berwdfi and n 
certain iidiiiitely elegant Coimt and Iteverenre dc llernis 
(beautifnl (7encu-Mundftim Geiitlenmn, without right Iknietice 
hitherto, but much in esteem with tlie Fompadmirh --for 
(leejwt pmctical consideration in reganl to eliwm* of a Fnmch- 
Austriftn Alliance, lievereiui Count (suitseiptently Cnnliiial) 
do Bunds has sense in Uiplomney ; has his exjK‘rienee» in 
Secular Diplomatic matters ; a sofi>goiitg “thins man, not 
yet oillciftl, but tending that way : whom the Fompiulour has 
brought with her as hendinmn, or anghoMlIy emnisidlor, in 
this intricate Adventure. 

Stalireinbeig, instructed from home, has no hesitation j nor 
has Pompadour herself, ramembering tlmt insolent * w la 

* CS'mmu it FttHHt, i*. i. 
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ihe peiMHmira S!l.i ‘ 

’ ;„lmt IkrnK I UndsH into tin* iHvn1it*nl 

difficulties; wliich are pndmhh %*ery vmvdtMA\ tu^fhe 
Official .French eye, in the* pivNunt stale of iMinstie and of the 
public JuitKl From Sepleiiihia' UthU or niiinnuai! t*ijiiino\, 
1755, onwanl to ihin Brilaniiic PrusHinn plteiaaiicnon ol 
January 175(5, the Foinpiahmr CVniclave hm hren ^iHin|^ 
difficulties, no douhU consi<h»rahle» I will |..dve only IliedateM, 
havini? myself no interest in Nueh a (onimiflee at llahi<ik*; 
but the dates sufficiently In^token fltni there %%w infiiearieH* 
conflicts between the new and llie old. iitfltrrto the inioin 
always was, MViissm ll^e Adjunct and Siifellitt* of Fiarn'e": 
.now to be entirely reverseil, you say ? 


Juli/ 1755, that la two mcntlw Ifchira tiila Ritltiale (‘ewtiiillre mri, n 
Due de Nivamais, reipeelable intelligent illleltantti Frimri* Knltlrtiniio 
had bean named m Amlmasadar to Frlaflrlclt, you w|»fn-liilib 
Nivarnois, Nobleman of LaUi^ra weciilled ; try am! Main i‘riiHlrlrh for 
us, as uauiil V And now, on meeting of the Ibddtde rtimiiiiltein Mwr- 
noli does not go; IlagerH, saddled and hridleth till tho very etid *tf the 
Year; arrives in Berlin ianuary IlHb, Ihw hi** I'lrwl Aodirtiee 

January 14th : a man highly amiiiblii lo Frieilrieh ; Imi «li!i 
wonderful indeed# 

Tho French, this good while imrk, are In m donht ahottl Whir wUli 
England, a right hearty IVar ; and have alwnyn e^pecleil to reialfi l*mmk 
m formerly, «**thoiigli rather on singular tertio*.. Homii Ihor for 
instance, M# da Houllld, tVarAliniHler, rm|ue4etl Hiiyplmiiwni, 

Envoy at Paris: ^Suggest to your liing*s l^liijeity whal |tlut*iler llitre i« 
at Hanover. Perfectly at liberty lo keefi II iilh If he will |*hif«liir 
Himover for us !** Pleasant iiies»age lo the |iroiid King ; who iiti»iwef«ol 
with the due brevity, to the |nir|Jorh *l^llenre, Hir!* wUb iliihirfle 
effects on the surprised Rouilid. tVho now meiitln Ills |iro|M»al ; Ihotigh 
again in a remarkable way# Instructs Nlvtiriiob, twiiiely, offer 
King Friedrich tbe Island of Tobago, If lie will reiiow 1 Veaty* ami falip 
arms for u». Island of 1 olwgf» (a doiorted, llllgaleili hut |irelly lulaml* 
wore it ever ours), will not thiit entlee tlilp King, Inteiii fiti rominerror 
Friedrich, who Hke» Nivernois iiiiil Ida poBUi ways, atisn'en : 

* Island of Tobago? Island of Baratarli yciiir I^iwlslilp tiiust bo nieaidiig ; 
Island of which I imnnot be the Hwnrlio, Atol KIveriitik ffimni 

he must not mention Tobago again. 


^ tk FridM^ iv. »§, 


« im ji. 
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For the roNt, Friwlriplt iimilw mi m-i rrt .i| hi» KuKh.k Th-.i!) ; rimttpii 
it with all friiiifcimaa to Nivoriioin, in all jmiiitu ; • U ihoro, rail l!i»< mn^i 
captiim* iilh'tfo that thore l», anythiiitf aji.iimt IViu,,*,. l„ it » My on,, 
wish and aim, that of iVaro for iitjai'lf : judtfo ! ' ,\ivori,tii« till 

Ainri'h ; Imt m'oiiw to havo hod, of dofiiiitr, only ToJmKo nit«i Km«i itoi'd-, ; 
HO that nothiiii? farther ^•»llll• of liini, ami thow was mi «! nrirojii J 

then or after. Thun, in liia tliint month (Afarrh tTMl). j.iai li. al 
nois woH roriiileil. withmit remilt ; in.lead of whom fat Vuti.i i o M'lit ; 
privately intemlimt * to do iiothiiij,* toil oh.ervo, in Jtorliii.' Fiom nil* 
whieh^ w© infer tiiat the ftahiole i ommitteo now huh lami « ami that 
Benda hiniaolf had deeitled in the ntlirniaiiio: • Amifin, imi l‘iiH»i»; 
yes, Madame!' To tlm joy of Atadame and everybody. For, it i« 
incredihle, aay all witni<a»e«. what indiKiwtion hrohe init in r«ii» when 
Friedrich made this new ‘ defiH-tioH,' iMi they termed it; revnil tiom hla 
Lte^o laird (w ho had hern an eseniplary* to him on former rwranionHlh 
and would not bite at 'lohaito when offered. Ho that tlie Italmderom. 
mittoe wont on, henceforth, with flowing nea; and by Atay day (Id 
1760) brought out ita French •.Auatrian Freaty in a cmnpteied •late, ' To 
stand hy one nuolher,' like I a»ttir and l»«lh»«, in a manner ; •24,mKi, 
reciprocally, to !w ready on demand ‘ ; nay, I think aimiethinK «f ' auk- 
wlthal|«i 0 Aimlrliy nf *5tiiinpi#^ liui ||||# |Mirtiri 4 lir« mtm i»ii| wtirlli 
giviiif; tht tliwikii lu » liMilug (iiiiin 

outrun the Stipulation, and left it practically out of sight, w 1 i»m the push 
came. Our Conalitutional Historian may shadow (he rest ; 

'Prance and England going to H'ar in Ihmw sa,| circnmatanww, and 

France and Austria being privalidy prepared' (hy KamiiUi and others) 

to swear everlMting friendship the wcasion, instead of merls.iing 

enmity as heretofore ; miexportotj changes, miracnlmis to the IJasetteers. 

became inevitable ;-.nothlng lewi, in *h„rt, than eapliwtwi or topsy. 

turvying of the old Diplomatic i'oHlira! .s-heme of Knroim. f »ld Dance 

of the Coiistellations flung hoelcov«r.hi.ad on Iho sudden ; and much 

pirouetting, igging, setUng, before tl,ey c««hl change insrlimrs. *,„1 

continue their august dance again, whether in H'ar or I Wo. K« end 

tSaaetlcor mindl, to the dark rttrtindiics 

into tt,» ‘’i” u \ f Kgoniilio shufllioipi, Impoioni 

8a^funotf**^^f iT Mtluetivo fiddling, and i«ing fiddled 1*1 f 4 llilttt 

auri!. sf !n i «»»t!mea an inevitahle one ; w liich wight 

o7twis? ^ f * »» Pw^ilvte. To he aritte.i 

taCti®Sjk aL\T J!"” »“*»»*« »«t«re Wl.,giM.ily 

impatient of talk about It, beyond the atrletly needful.' 

mlwcHlmis, ttlOtlffh now 

quite forgotten again, PoHtiaU Eit»|je hrf to nmk» • 


CII. iri-l HIENCH.KNGLISH WAK BUKAKS OUT S7 

A)[*rUJuoe; 

coiupletc whirl-romul on that occamon. And not in a (lay, 
and inoroly saying to itself, ‘ Ixit nio do suimnersct I ' ns idle 
readers suppose,— - hut with long nionlhs of ngonislio shuflh* 
and sti'uggle in all plat'es, and sueh Diploinalu’ fiddling 
and Ix'ing fiddled to, as seldom was before. Of which, these* 
two instauees, the; Bends and the Ilanlniry, are* to se-rve* ns 
speed men ; two and no more: auniver.se of extinel fiddling 
eompre'ssed into two nutshells, if readers have an e*ar. 


CHAPTER HI 

FEENCH-ENOIdSH WAll BIJEAKS OUT 

The French, in reality a good deal astonishetl at tl»e 
Prussian- Britannic Treaty, affected to take it easy : ‘ Treaty 
for Neutrality of Germany?’ said they: ‘Very good indeed. 
Perhaps llu'rc arc places netirer us, where mm tnjops can lie 
employed to more advantage hinting vocally, ns hence- 
forth Ihcir silent proeedures, their tiiligcnee in the tloekyanis, 
moving of troops coastward and the like, still more clearly 
did, That an Invasion of Englatul itself was the thing next 
to be expected. 

England and France are, by this time, alike fiercely deter- 
mined on War; hut their atatei of prepamtion ar© very dif- 
ferent. The French have War-ships again, not to mention 
Armies which they always have; some skilful Admirals witltal, 
— I* Galli8onni^^e, our old Uanada friend, is one, very busy 
at present ; — and mean to try seriously the Qumtion of Sea- 
Supremacy once mom. If an Invasion did chance to lantl, 
the state of England would bo found handy beyond hojw ! 
How many fighting regiments England has, I ne«l not 
iiuluire, nor with what strategic virtue they would go to 
work ; — enough to mention the singular fact (recently true, 
and still, I perceive, too like the tnith), That of all their 
‘ Theft ' Ik'ctaiutiun ' on it (Adelung, vii. Oy), 



^8 
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r/y» 

regitjEii^iils ^ouly Him* nn* in lltH i rninlri/ nr hfivi* ( nlutifin 

even iwniinattHi. iiu’miihle; but And tht* interest- 

ing point is, his Urare of NVwen-stle «hirf not Imve (’oloiiels, 
still li'sH liigher OllkiTs miniioatisj ; iM-eanse Hinn! IlighnesM 
of (Jmnherlnml would have the rmnuJig <if them, mu! thev 
would he enemies to his <»r«ee.* In »neh po ttire slaHtls the 
Knvy of surrowmliiig N'otioim nl this moment. 

‘Hire Iltwhim,' cry they; ‘hire Iliunnerinns ; jf hViuiee 
land on us, we are undonef’ and eontinue their I’diliamenturv 
Eloquences in a most <listn>ssfot manner. * Apply to the 
Dutch, at any rate, for their fl.OOO n.s jwr 'I’n'aty,’ cries 
everybody. Which is done. Hut the Dutch piteousiy wring 
their hands : ‘ Dare not, your Majesty ; ht>w tlare we, for 
Prance and our negJe<*tecl Itnrrier ! C)h, genennw Majesty, 
excu.se u.s ! — ami the generous Majesty has to do it j and 
leave the Dutch in jH*ace, this time, Hessians, Hanoverians, 
after eloquence enough, are at last got sent for, to guard as 
against this terrible Invasion: alxiut 10,000 of each kind; 
and do land, — ^the native popuiniions very sulky on them (‘We 
won’t billet you, not we; build huts, and In* ’ I'h will; much 
Parliamentary and Newspaper Conuneiilarv going on, of a 
distressful nature. ‘Saturday 15th May l'?5fi, He^xlana di«. 
embark at Southampton; ohligrxi to pitch f’nmp in the neigh- 
bourhood: Friday Slat May, the lianoverinos, at {'hathiun, 
■who hut themselves Canterbury way ; aiwi have (what is the 
sum-total of their achievements in this Country) a case i»f shop- 
lifting, ‘pocket-handkerchief, across the eountW, in ojam dav'; 
one case (or what seemed to be one, but was not);* ‘and the 
fellow not to be tried by wi for it I* which enrages the mi- 
stitutional heart. Alas, my hwvy.ladcn constittitiomd heart: 

iJ Stfm//, li. 19 {d*t*, ‘Msfch ssth. 17*5': *'»H hew 

^ »*W« but »M Plif, Sptscht., A, sti t7S6, «ntt 

*3^ September 1756, > H#ao*„«M rHorhwing « 

handkerchirf, imagines he hat purchased two (m»i yel cbj« h«!>*f<!«,hrr 

acn ^ 1*‘**8'*®B# ta commoni Gmfkm*m'’i hr 1756, pp, 

»S9, 448, etc. ; Walpole, '» ■ n 
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but what cati we du ? ^I'hese dnllai kmln will guard un, 
should this Icrrihlc luva.siou laud. Aud indeed, aland, tlinn 
weeks br/o)r iliese louts arrived, the terrible Iinnsiou had 
declared itself to hav(i btteu aliogeiher a feint; and had lifii‘d 
anchor, <iuile in llu^ opja^site dina’iion, on an erraUil wi* shit!! 
liear of soon ! 

About Uui same date, 1 observe ** t,he lirsi regimtad of Fotd 
guards practising the IVussian dnlbexercise in nvd<‘ Park’; 
and liope his (J race of Newcastle and the Ilert) of (’ullothai 
(inmiortal Hero, and aiming high in Polities id, this tiuuv) 
will, at least, have fallen upon some method of getting* Folom*!,'' 
nominated. But the wiile-%ve!t;enng chaos of pinlitudes, 
agitated by hysterical imliecilities, regulaiing Kngland in tliis 
gi'eat crisis, lills the conslituUonal inind with somnv ; and 
indeed is dehnable, once more, as amaring ! Fngtaiid in a 
stubborn Country; but it was not by priK*eduri*s of the 
Cumlierland-Newcastle kind that England and h<*r rolonies, 
and Sea-and-Land King<loms, was huili together ; nor bv 
these, except miracle intervene, that she can slaiid !on«» 
against stress ! Looking at the ilismid malt,i*r from IJiis 
distance, thcati is visible to im in the foggy hi‘art of it out* 
lucent element, and pretty much one only ; tlie individual 
named William Pitt, as I have read him : if by miracle that 
royal soul could, even for a tinu?, get to somelhing of Kingsliiji 
there ? Courage ; miracles do hapjien, let ns Impe is 

whitherward the grand fnvasion had gone : 

Toukrif JOih April 17M. La ihdliseimicrcj ear elil frieial, 

a crooked little man of great faculty^ who Inis teen busy In the dock- 
yards lately, weighs anchor frcnn Tmdon ; ^12 sail of the lino, d frigatei* 
and above 100 tranH|mri*’Hliips* ; with the grime! Inviotloiwif-Englimd 
Armament on board : 10,000 picked troops, compleio In all pointi*, 
Mardchal Due do Eicholion connnitndinf.* Weighs anchor ; i«mb 
singular to aoo, ataors, not for Knglamb and the ilauHlan-IIimovor 
Dofendera (who would have baen In inch ascallent tinio); but direct 
for Minorca, a« the «urar thing ! Will salase Minorca ; a «o<alleii 
pugnablo Possession of the Engilih,«^’Kay of their Mediterriiiiaiin Supro- 
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in iWmiiihitiKis (• «Miii|<.it ji)!«{}'i*riii« mfii'ti.' ' s«ii'«.rii.« ...ii of i<'|mii,',uii| 
«(> (>n)i littVB mitliinK iiMily f«tr ftu t«|tlii.ii in slut .jimti-r, ij,,. 
of Altnnrcft j niui llio furinoN iHifnotif.> mut r..ii«iini)iiia*jnu% ihat 

anmooii it, ln'iitjf .lilt Wfll ttiiitwii, wo wil! ifivo lim 

Fort fit, i'liili/i, Aprit im Mii^ -MF. For » i.umU., Ih. 
in tiukliiig tlio I'l't'iM'li liiiint«, tm* l.orn (•|.«louinj(, in « tn,{li wii4 (friiiiiiitivt. 

wny ; I.a(ln!lim)tltl)^ro vi);i|iin(Iy t'riiiain^ ; *irl«! iliakiatii.y, in «in(n i,f jjn, 

rottoii (tliitform*, vi^foniunly unt; whon. .M.y Jjnh, J,# 

sonnifer© doncriw an Kn^li.l, Hoot in tli# 4i.i»iir» ; ' lM.!i.}u.i«l,ly „„ 
Knglialt fleot; #«rf oloam tiU ii«ok« for a mri»u* AHalr ju.t n.iniiiK- 
rhitrmlap 2t)th Mni/, Ailinirnl IlyiiK si*o«»r«liiijtlf {for II 1» W, wm nf ilwt 
old Hoawortliy Ityiiffi wJiii unoo • (ilow out* a ntinalnrv riool miii 

‘an alirord Fli.nio of War' in ih« Siraiia ..f Mo.. ««. 

Txird Torrinfftwi in rtnt.oijHoiu'O, happily now Jivi,). 

loeii come cm ; ami gain* littiiMilf a namo tMnily tiionntfal.lo oior •imo, 
Attack* La (Jalliwmnl^ro, in a wl.lo-Iying, tangnld, mMoilaiu 

manner :—' Far too weak,' ho »ay«; ' inurh dl»pr«r«.lo.l, ilo«iiiuio, hv 
blame of Minintry ami of ovorylnaly' (thmigh aU.ui iho .irooKih i.f 
Gallkonniftre, after all) ;—i» »lfno«t ralhor bwHoo by fji «J*Hiwi,i,ii.roj 
does not, in tlie leaMt, boat lilm to the right dogro* : ami «hi>i<r* nil in 
the nigh^Umo, atraiglit for tJihmitar again. 1*« iai «i*Uio.inii,rr\ 
surpriae, it in aaiil ; no doul<t to oiil Iflakotnoy ami hi* imor <«rriwm'», 
left: 80 , to their rotten piatforimi and their own •hlft*. 

Blokeney and tJarrinon atood to their gutta in • inaiifoi manimi, tm 
above a month longer; day after day, wmk after wwl,, ,n,r 

horlm for wme Hyng nr acme reJief npprariicg. to ««»„«„ ! 
Jurm 14tt, there are three avallahie hrMohew ; the wall*, howerer, an* 
ve^ aheer (a Fortrmia hewn in the iwk): RIrhelieo c anning tbi-.u 
dubiously, and hatterit^ hia beat, for abnMl a fortii»gl*i more, j* («. 
effectual on Blakoney. 

/«nff27W, Riohelieu, taking hia meaaure* wtsll, Ikkling Frem h hmmur 
7^ ^ detemined on atoroi. Wehelieu, girlnf «,4er of Ui« day, 
Whoaoever of you i* found drunk aball i»«i he of the •turiii-prtf * 
* teetetaliion aa tiiithit.|; eUe had dmi#), - Xmol, 

u^Tr* »•'** *“ vapitokte '■ glorina* 

victory; honourable defence ! «,i| ^ 
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And England is risen to a mere smoky wMiiwind^ of rage^ sorrow and 
darkness^, against Byng and others. Smoky darkness^ getting streaked 
with dangerous lire. ^ Tried?' said Ms Grace of Newcastle to the City 
Deputation ; ^ Oh indeed he shall be tried immediately ; he shall be 
hanged directly ! ' — assure yourselves of that.^ And Byng's eliigy was 
burnt all over England. And mobs attempt to burn his Seat and Park ; 
and satires and caxdcatures and firebrands are coming out : and the poor 
Constitutional Country is bent on applying surgery, if it but knew how. 
Surgery to such indisputable abominations was certainly desirable. The 
new Relief Squadron, which had been despatched by Majesty’s Ministry, 
was too late for Blakeney, but did bring home a superseded Byng. 

Spitheadj Tuesday Tlth July, The superseded Byng arrives ; is punctually 
arrested, on arriving: ^Him we will hang directly is there anything 
else we can try ’ (except, perhaps, it were hanging of ourselves, and our 
line methods of procedure), ^by way of remedying you?’ — War against 
Prance, now a pretty plain thing, had been ^declared,' 17th May (French 
counter-declaring, 9th June): and, under a Duke of Newcastle and a 
Hero of Culloden, not even pulling one way, but two ways; and a 
Talking-Apparatus full of discords at this time, and pulling who shall 
say how many ways, — the prospects of carrying-on said^ War are none of 
the best. Lord Loudon, a General without skill, and commanding, as 
Pitt declares, ^a scroll of Paper hithei-to’ (a good few thousands marked 
on it, and perhaps their Colonels even named), is about going for 
America ; by no means yet gone, a long way from gone : and, if the 
Laws of Nature be suspended—Enough of all that 1 

Kmg FriedricKs Enigma gets more and more stringent 

Friedrich’s situation, in those fatally questionable months, 

and for many past (especially from January 1 6th to July), 

readers must imagine it, for there is no description possible. 
In many intricacies Friedrich has been ; but never, I reckon, 
in any equal to this. Himself certain what the Two Imperial 
Women have vowed against him; self and Winterfeld certain 
of that sad truth; and all other mortals ready to deny it, 
and fly delirious on hint of it, should he venture to act in 
consequence ! Friedrich’s situation is not unimaginable, when 
(as can now be done by candid inquirers who will take trouble 
enough) the one or two internal facts of it are disengaged 

VWalpoIe, li. 231 : Details of the Siege, Va. 218-223 ; in Gmtkman^s Maga* 
mm, XXVI. 256, 312-313, 358; in AdeluDg, m etc. 
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from tho roaring ocean of clamorous delusions which then 
enveloped them to everybody, and are held steadily in view, 
said ocean being well run-olF to the home of it very deep 
underground. Lies do fall silent ; truth waits to be recog- 
nised, not always in vain. No reader ever will conceive the 
strangling perplexity of that situation, now so remote and 
extinct to us. All I can do is, to set-down what features of 
it have become indisputable; and leave them as detached 
traceries, as fractions of an outline, to coalesce into something 
of image where they can. 

Winterfeld’s opinion was, for some time past, distinct: 

‘ Attack them ; since it is certain they only wait to attack 
us ! ’ But Friedrich would by no means listen to that. ‘ We 
must not be the aggressor, my friend ; that would spoil all. 
Perhaps the English will pacify the Russian Caiin for me ; 
tie her, with packthreads, bribes and intrigues, from stirring.? 
Wait, watch ! ? Fiery Winterfeld, who hates the French, 
who despises the Austrians, and thinks the Prussian Army a 
considerable Fact in Politics, has great schemes : far too great 
for a practical Friedrich. ‘ Plunge into the Austrians with 
a will : Prussian Soldiery, — can Austrians resist it ? Ruin 
them, since they are bent on ruining us. Stir-up the 
Hungarian Protestants; try all things. Home upon our 
implacable enemies, sword drawn, scabbard flung away ! And 
the French, — what are the French ? Our King should be 
Kaiser of Teutschland; and he can, and he may: ^the 
French would then be quieter!’ These things Winterfeld 
carried in his head; and comrades have heard them from 
him over wine.^ To all which Friedrich, if any whisper of 
th e m ever got to Friedrich, would answer one can guess how. 

It is evident, Friedrich had not given-up his hope (indeed, 
for above a year more, he never did) that England might, by 
profuse bribery,— ‘such the power of bribery in that m^ 
Court ! ’—assuage, ovemet with backstairs packthreads, or in 
some way compesce the Russian delirium for him. And 


1 Retzow, i. 43, etc. 
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England, his sole Ally in the world, still tender of Austria, 
and unahle to believe what the full intentions of Austria are ; 
England demands much wariness in his procedures towards 
Austria; reiterating always, ‘Wait, your Majesty! Oh, 
beware ! ’ — 

His own Army, we need not say, is in perfect preparation. 
The Army, — let us guess, 150,000 regular, or near 200,000 
of all arms and kinds, ^ — never was so perfect befoi’e or since. 
Old Captains in it, whom we used to know, are grayer and 
wiser ; young, whom we heard less of, are grown veterans of 
trust. Schwerin, much a Cincinnatus since we last saw him, 
has laid down his plough again, a fervid ‘ little Marlborough ’ 
of seventy-two and will never see that beautiful Schwerins- 
burg, and its thriving woods and farm-fields, any more. Ugly 
Walrave is not now chief Engineer; one Balbi, a much 
prettier man, is. Ugly Walrave (Winterfeld suspecting and 
watching him) was found out ; convicted of ‘falsified accounts,’ 
of ‘ sending plans to the Enemy,’ of who knows all what ; — 
and sits in Magdeburg (in a thrice-safe prison-cell of his own 
contriving), prisoner for life.® The Old Dessauer is away, 
long since ; and not the Old alone. Dietrich of Dessau is now 
‘Guardian to his Nephew,’ who is a Child left Heir there. 
Death has been busy with the Dessauers : — but here is Prince 
Moritz, ‘ the youngest, more like his Father than any of them.’ 
Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, Moritz of Dessau, ICeith, Duke 
of Brunswick-Bevem : no one of these people has been idle, 
in the ten years past. Least of all, has the Chief Captain of 
them,— whose diligence and vigilance in that sphere, latterly, 
were not likely to decline ! 

Friedrich s Army is in the perfection of order. Ready at 
the hour, for many months back ; but the least motion he 
makes with it is a subject of jealousy. Last year, on those 

Archenholtz (i. 8 ) counts vaguely ‘ 160 , 000 ’ at this date. 

Potsdam 12th February 1748, and after trial put into the Sfum 
iv January 1773’ (MUitair Lexikm 

VOL. VI. 
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Russian advancings and alacrities, he had marched some 
Regiments into Pommern, within reach of Preussen, should 
the Russians actually try a stroke there : ‘ See ! ’ cried all the 
world ; ^ See ! ’ cried the enlightened Russian Public. This 
year 1756, from June onwards and earlier, there are still 
naore fatal symptoms, on the Austrian side : great and evident 
War-preparations ; Magazines forming ; Camps in Bohemia, 
Moravia ; Camp at Konigsgratz, Camp at Prag, — ^handy for 
the Silesian Border. Friedrich knows they have deliberated 
on their Pretext for a War, and have fixed on what will do, 
— some new small Prussian-Mecklenburg brabble, which there 
has lately been ; paltry enough recruiting-quarrel, such as 
often are (and has been settled mutually some time ago, this 
one, but is capable of being ripped-up again) ; — and that, on 
this cobweb of a Pretext, they mean to draw sword when they 
like. Russia too has its Pretext ready. And if Friedrich 
hint of stirring, England whispers hoarse, England and other 
friends, ^ Wait, your Majesty ! Oh, beware ! ’ To keep one'^s 
sword at its sharpest, and, with an easy patient air, one’s 
eyes vigilantly open : this is nearly all that Friedrich can do, 
in neighbourhood of such portentous imminencies. He has 
many critics, near and far; — -for instance : 

Berlin, 3l5^ July 1756, Excellency Valori writes to Versailles : * * 
^ to give you account of a Conversation I have had, a day or two ago, 
with the Prince of Prussia’ (August Wilhelm, Heir-Apparent), ^who 
honours me with a particular confidence,’ — and who appears to be, 
privately, like some others, very strong in the Opposition view. ^He 
talked to me of the present condition of the King his Broth ei*, of his 
Brother s apprehensions, of his military arrangements, of the little trust 
placed in him by neighbours, of their hostile humour towards him, and 
of many other things which this good Prince’ (little understanding them, 
as would appear, or the dangerous secret that lay under them) ^ did not 
approve of. The Prince then said,’ — listen to what the Prince of 
Prussia said to Valori, one of the last days of July 1756,— 

^ There is an Anecdote which continually recurs to me, in the passes 
we are got to at present. Putting the case we might be attacked by 
Ru^ia, and perhaps by Austria, the late Bothenhurg was sent’ (as 
readers know), *on the King^s part^ to Milord Tyrconnel, to know of 
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Mm whatj in sucit case^ were tlie helps he might reckon on from France. 
Milord enumerated the various helps ; and then added ’ (being a bluster- 
ous Irishman^ sent hither for his ill tongue) : ^ Helps enough, you 
observe^ Monsieur ; but^ morhleu, if you deceive us^ you will be squelched 
{wus serez ecrases) I ” The King my Brother was angiy enough at 
hearing such a speech : but^ my dear Marquis/ and the Prince turned 
full upon nae with a face of inquiry^ ^ Can the thing actually come true.^ 
And do you think it can be the interest of your Master' (and his Scarlet 
Woman) ‘‘to abandon us to the fury of our enemies Ah^ that cursed 
Convention ' (Neutrality-Convention with England) ! ^ I would give a 
finger from my hand that it had never been concluded. I never approved 
of it ; ask the Due de NivernoiSj he knows what we said of it together. 
But how return on our steps ? Who would now trust us ? ' This Pidnce 
appeared ^ to be much affected by the King his Brother's situation ' (of 
which he understood as good as nothing), ^and agreed that he/ the King 
his Brother, ^ had well deserved it.' ^ 

This is not the first example, nor the last, of August Wilhelm's 
owning a heedless, goodnatured tongue ; considerably prone to take the 
Opposition side, on light grounds. For which if he found a kind of 
solacement and fame in some circles, it was surely at a dear rate ! To 
his Brother, that bad habit would, most likely, be known ; and his 
Brother, I suppose, did not speak of it at all ; such his Brother's custom 
in cases of the kind. — Judicious Valori, by way of answer, dilated on the 
peculiar esteem of his Majesty Louis xv. for the Prussian Majesty, — ^ so 
as my Instructions direct me to do' ; and we hear no more of the Prince 
of Piussias talk, at this time; but shall in future ; and may conjecture 
a peat deal about the atmosphere Friedrich had now to live in. A 
Friedrich undergoing, privately, a great deal of criticism : Mad tendency 
to war; lust of conquest; contempt for his neighbours, for the opinion 
of the world no end of irrational tendencies' from persons to whom 
the secret of his Problem is deeply unknown. 

One wise thing the English have done : sent an Excellency 
Mitchell, a man of loyalty, of sense and honesty, to be their 
Besident at Berlin. This is the noteworthy, not yet much 
noted, Sir Andrew Mitchell ; by far the best Excellency 
England ever had in that Court. An Aberdeen Scotchman, 
creditable to his Country; hard-headed, sagacious ; sceptical 
of shows ; but capable of recognising substances withal, and 
of standing loyal to them, stubbornly if needful; who grew 

* See Valori, ii. 124-151 (‘July 27th — ^August 21st'). 
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to a great mutual regard with Friedrich, and well deserved to 
do so ; constantly about him, during the next seven years ; 
and whose Letters are among the perennially valuable Docu- 
ments on Friedrich’s History.’' _ 

Mitchell is in Berlin since June 10th. Mitchell, who is 
on the scene itself, and looking into Friedrich with his own 
eyes, finds the reiterating of that ‘Beware, your Majesty !’ 
which had been his chief task hitherto, a more and more 
questionable thing; and suggests to him at last: ‘Plmnly 
ask her Hungarian Majesty, What is your meaning by those 
Bohemian Campings ? ’ ‘ Pshaw,’ answers Friedrich : ‘ Nothing 
but some ambiguous answer, perhaps with insult in it ! ’— 
nevertheless thinks better ; and determines to do so.^ 


CHAPTER IV 

FEIEDEICH PUTS A QUESTION AT VIENNA, TWICE OVEE 

July 18th, 1766, Friedrich despatches an Express to Graf 
von Klinggraf, his Resident at Vienna (an experienced man, 
whom we have seen before in old Carteret, ‘ Conference-of- 
Hanau’ times). To demand audience of the Empress; and, 
in the fittest terms, friendly and courteous, brief and clear, 
to put that question of Mitchell’s suggesting. ‘ Those un- 
wonted Armamen'ts, Camps in Bohmen, Camps in Mahren, 
and mili'tary movements and preparations,’ Klinggraf is to 
say, ‘ have caused anxiety in her Majesty’s peaceable Neigh- 
bour of Prussia; who desires always to continue in peace; 
and who requests hereby a word of assurance from her 
Majesty, that these his anxieties are groundless.’ Friedrich 

1 Happily secured in the British Museum ; and now in the most perfect order 
for consulting (thanks to Sir F. Madden ‘and three-years labour’ well invested): 
— ^ould certainly, and will one day, he read to the bottom, and cleared of their 
darknesses, extrinsic and intrinsic (which ate considerable), by somebody 
competent. 

® Mitcliell Papers. 
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himself hopes little or nothing from this ; but he has done it 

to satisfy people about him, and put an end to all scmplcs 
in himself and others. The Answer may be expected in ten 
or twelve days. 

And, about the same time, — likely enough, directly after, 
though there is no date given, to a fact which is curious and 
authentic, — Frieilrich sent for two of his chii'f (}en{>rals, to 
Potsdam, for a secret Conference with WinterfeUl and him. 
The Generals are, old Schwerin and General lletxow Senior, 
— Major-General lletzow, whom we used to hear of in the 
Silesian Wars, — and whose Son reports on this ocoiHion. 
Conference is on this Imminency of War, an<l as to what 
shall be done in it. Friedrich explains in general terms his 
dangers from Austria and Eussia, his certainty that Austria 
will attack him ; and asks, Were it, or were it not, better to 
attack Austria, as is our Prussian principle in such case? 
Schwerin and Betzow, — -Schwerin first, as the eldest; and 
after him Eetzow, ‘ who privately has charge from the Prussian 
Princes to do it,’ — opine strongly : That indicatioius are un- 
certain, that much seems inevitable which <loes not come; 
that in a time of such tumultuous whirliiifp and uucxpectwl 
change.^, the true rule is. Watch well, and wait. 

After enough of this, with Winterfeld looking <lisscnt but 
saying almost nothing, Friedrich gives sign to Winterfeld ; — 
who sprcacls out, in their lucid£*t prearranged ortier, the 
principal Mouzel-Weingarten Documents; and bids the two 
Military Gentlemen read. They read ; with astonishment, 
are forced to believe ; stand gazing at one another and do 
now take a changed tone. Schwerin, * after a silence of 
everybody for some minutes,’ — ‘ bursts-out like one ijispirtxl : 
‘ If War is to be and must be, let us start tomorrow ; seize 
Saxony at once; and in that rich corny ( Country form 
Magazines for our Operations on Bohemia ! ’ * 

I'hat is privately Friedrich’s own full intention, Saxony, 
with its Elbe River as Highway, in his indispensable pre- 

* Reuow, i. 39 . 
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liminary for Bohemia: and he will not, a second time, as he 
did in 1744 with such results, leave it in an unsecured con- 
dition. Adieu then. Messieurs ; silent : au remit ^ which 
may be soon ! Retzow Junior, a rational, sincere, but rather 
pipeclayed man, who is wholly to be trusted on this Con- 
ference, with his Father for authority, has some touches of 
commentary on it, which indicate (date being 1802) that till 
the end of his life, or of Prince Henri his Patron’s, there 
remained always in some heads a doubt as to Friedrich’s 
wisdom in regard to starting the Seven- Years War, and to 
Schwerin’s entire sincerity in that inspired speech. And 
still more curious, that there was always, at Potsdam as else- 
where, a Majesty’s Opposition Party; privately intent to 
look at the wrong side; and doing it diligently, — ^though 
with lips strictly closed for most part ; without words, except 
well-weighed' and to the wise : which is an excellent arrange- 
ment, for a Majesty and Majesty’s Opposition, where feasible 
in the world ! — 

From Retzow I learn farther, that Winterfeld, directly on 
the back of this Conference, took a Tour to the Bohemian 
Baths, ^ To Karlsbad, or Toplitz, for one’s health ’ ; and 
wandered about a good deal in those Frontier Mountains of 
Bohemia, taking notes, taking sketches (not with a pictur- 
esque view) ; and returned by the Saxon Pirna Country, a 
strange stony labyrinth, which he guessed might possibly be 
interesting soon. The Saxon Commandant of the Konigstein, 
lofty Fortress of those parts, strongest in Saxony, was of 
Winterfeld’s acquaintance: Winterfeld called on this Com- 
mandant; found his Konigstein too high for cannonading 
those neighbourhoods, but that there was at the base of it a 
new Work going on ; and that the Saxons were, though 
languidly, endeavouring to bestir themselves in matters 
military. Their entire Army at present is under 20,000; 
but, in the course of next Winter, they expect to have it 
40,000. Shall be of that force, against Season 1757. No 
doubt Winterfeld’s gatherings and communications had their 
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uses at Potsdam 5 ou his getting home Ixom this Tour to 
Toplitx:. 

Meanwhile IClinggriif has had his Audience at Vienna ; and 
has sped as ill as could liave been expected. Tlie Answer 
given was of supercilious l)revity ; evasive, in eflexd: null, and 
as good as answering, That tliere is no answer. Two 
Accounts we have, as Friedrich successively liad them, of tliis 
famed passage : Kliiiggrafs own, whicli is clejir, rapid, 

and stands by the essential; an account from the 

other side of the scenes, furnishecl by Menv^el of Dresden, for 
Friedrich^ behoof and ours; which curiously illusl.rates the 
foregoing, and confirms the inter}>retation Friedrich at once 
made of it. This is Members account; in other words, the 
Saxon Envoy at Viemm\s, stolen by Mem^el. 

July 26th, it appears, Klinggrlif, — having applied to 
Kaunitz the day before, who noticed a certain flurry in him, 
and had answered carelessly, ‘Audience? Yes, of course; 
nay, I am this moment going to the Emjiress : only you 
must tell me about what?''— was admitted to the Ini[)erial 
Presence, lie first of many that were wailing. Imperial 
Presence lield in its hand a snip of Paper, <*an^fully composed 
by Kaunit »5 from tlie data, and read Uu\s(^ words : ‘ />}r 
bedcfikUchm lire cjuestionable <ur(‘umstaiuH‘s of th(^ 

Time have moved me to consider as indispensably necessary 
those measures which, for my own security and for dt^fence of 
my Allies, I am taking, and which otlierwise do not tiuul the 
least towards injury of anybo<ly whatsoeviu* ; **— and adding 
no syllable more, gave a sign with her hand, intinniting to 
Klinggriif that the Interview was done. Klinggrlif strode 
through the Antechamber,'' ‘ visibly astonished,^ say onlookers, 
at sucli an Answer had. Answer, in fact, ‘ lliat tliere is 
no answer,'' and the door flung in your face ! ^ 

Meiden<-C£scMk/ik^ Hi. 772. In Valori,. ii. laS, Fricdriclfs fittle Paper of 
Imitmdims't'Q KHnggr'if i this Vienna a wr to it, 13H: see ik 13H, 16a; 
and GisatmmiU NachricMmi ii# 214-221. 
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Friedricli, on arrival of report from Klinggraf, and with- 
out waiting for the Menzel side of the scenes, sees that 
the thing is settled. Writes again, however (August Sd, 
probably the day after, or the same day, Klinggrafs Despatch 
reached him) ; instructing Klinggraf To request ^ a less 
oracular response’; and specially, ^If her Imperial Majesty 
(Austria and Russia being, as is understood, in active League 
against him) will say. That Austria will not attack him this 
year or the next?’ Draw-up memorial of that. Monsieur 
Klinggraf ; and send us the supercilious No- Answer : till which 
arrive we do not cross the Frontier, — but are already every- 
where on march to it, in an industrious, cunningly devised, 
evident and yet impenetrably mysterious manner. 

Excellency Valori never saw such activity of military pre- 
paration : such Artillery, ‘ £,000 big pieces in the Park 
here’; Regiments, Wagon-trains, getting under way every- 
where, no man can guess whitherward ; ^ drawn-up in the 
Square here, they know not by what Gate they are to march.’ 
By three different Gates, I should think ; — -mysteriously, in 
Three Directions, known only to King Friedrich and his 
Adjutant-General, all these Regiments in Berlin and else- 
where are on march. Towards Halle (Leipzig way) ; towards 
Brietzen (Wittenberg and Torgau way) ; towards Bautzen 
neighbourhood, — ^towards Three settled Points of the Saxon 
Frontier; will step across the instant the supercilious No- 
Answer comes to hand. Are to converge about Dresden and 
the Saxon Switzerland; — about 65,000 strong, equipped as 
no Army before or since has been; — and take what luck 
there may be. 

Bruhl and Polish Majesty’s Army, still only about 18,000, 
have their apprehensions of such visit : but what can they do ? 
The Saxon Army draws-out into Camp, at sight of this 
mysterious marching ; strong Camp ^ in the angle of Elbe and 
Mulde Rivers’ ; — ^then draws-in again ; being too weak for 
use. And is thinking, Menzel informs us, to take post in 
the stony labyrinthic Pima Country: such the advice an 
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Excellency Broglio has given ; — ^French Excellency, now in 
Dresden ; Marechal de Broglio’s Son, and of little less 
explosive nature than his Father was. Briihl and Polish 
Majesty, guessing that the hour is come, are infinitely inter- 
ested. Interested, not flurried. ^ Austrian-Russian Anti- 
Prussian Covenant 1 ’ say Bruhl and Majesty, rather comfort- 
ably to themselves : ^ We never signed it. We never would 
sign anything ; what have we to do with it ? Courage ; 
steady ; To Pirna, if they come ! Are not Excellency Broglio, 
and France, and Austria, and the whole world at our back ? 

It was full three weeks before Klinggrafs Message of 
Answer could arrive at Berlin. Of Friedrich in the interim, 
launching such a world-adventure, himself silent, in the midst 
of a buzzing Berlin, take these indications, which are luminous 
enough. Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick is to head one of the 
Three ^ Columns.’ Duke Ferdinand, Governor of Magdeburg, 
is now collecting his Column in that neighbourhood, chiefly 
at Halle; whitherward, or on what errand, is profoundly 
unknown. Unknown even to Ferdinand, except that it is for 
actual Service in the Field. Here are two Friedrich Letters 
(ruggedly Official, the first of them, and not quite peculiar to 
Ferdinand), which are worth reading : 

The King to Duhe Ferdinemd of Brunswick 

‘ Potsdam, 15tli August 1756. 

^ For time of Field-Service 1 have made the arrangement, That for the 
Subaltern Officers of your regiment, over and above their ordinary 
Equipage-moneys, there shall, to each Subaltern Officer, and once for 
all, be Eight Thalers' (twenty-four shillings sterling) ^advanced. That 
sum ' (eight thalers per subaltern) ^ shall be paid to the Captain of every 
Company ; and besides this there shall, monthly, Two Thalers be 
deducted from the Subaltern's Pay, and be likewise paid-over to the 
Captain:— in return for which. He is to furnish Free Table for the 
Subalterns throughout the Campadgn, and so long as the regiment is in 
the field. 



SF.VKN V F. .VUS WAU lU'.titNS {mtouxvu. 


i'^4h M%» I 7 SS 

'r^*» 'P®" ^ , llir ^luill Ukiumly 

«>i,i\ nifi !< <'•’ «••«• ’^•' ‘ **"" «*■ 

nimt till- 111 - »>n. «..’iir.*1i «»'l r». .-!.••■-!, «»>.»!! uAn wUli turn Uu« luftHt 

„r .sihi-r l•^.ll••, '«■•» «’■>*’> “ “iiW., thi-ri-l'ore, to 

ui. t.!i-linl*. -latiMOt rtl-rJ.liMii, W i- «!»' I*- »>'! 

‘ •)<•» *»*“' *•"“ ■' *'‘*’*' ‘ 

a. Jill- f-Kim-ntM g-t t,> ‘ -Vh,., k-h' r.-i'kimiUK. iml t 

will ll.wi liaii- 1.>W n... ^ *...■n=n «' it! i lU.il Iti-ivi-ly t» 

w*u.l»*ywl (-1 ««».■ l.oM"*”-- *“'■=*' "• I’'’'’”’ O"''’'' 

W jmiuml inl.i «, t»« »1>" wWiri-. « «i'» iln')'' >'f tl<*’ i ■"'■i.trtl-. «*• Wml 
tl,,. w»lrr. B1..1 l.ir«-n.< U» n. riM<« 

'Si uttiin »• 111 *- H-ltiiiirlll (tri* '•» *'>*<• t'. «>»’ "nmi-ll Mlittltiivi' i)«- 
titiwiiiiii III tiiUiiw »fr' j<»* 1 *>■■! "« »li'* t’u'l""" ; llml lluiroliy 

*11 l»liiiiilrriiiK» «wl •liw*’*'’"* ”'*) «l»* H'uiiMii it tirt^iiiil. If tho 

will *«!l> W t**'" liUHO"* MOKI-I **•" >Al' UllllHwlll'i, tlOTH 
* 1*11 ttiimlnn* W»enrii III '*»»«“'. *''«• '**' ”* iiM'WHiof 

*« »tta k ill .(uiitl.’i*. «>» 

I* III Iw fiirtiii-il * * 1 m!» i-«i» ii •• 


t til iwrmt 


.SViMf* ftt Sttmr tl‘«ntiili »itiiil, Shii i««*l 


• wIlli illipii 

♦ • * m» If «** ftt llii 

rtiMiinii «liy I ntnp y'»i *•. »*"•* **'•’ Ironi \ inin* liM r* 

i-omi'. Wi> inn'll llinrpfiirf* r«Mi«>iirw ilif !*«»'iii nPneliiHiiiruiMiil. * 

Imvn Ihu'H I'KprUiijj rrntii linnr Ui tii»>i« . •»'i'‘'*l * 

\v*r K*tM«ililiiili lill H rnlnn ; ili> itmu'lHf.' iijniiiMi I mif lUlwlilill, 

thniiRli uiiiU-r llii'ili-minm wn m-}, .. . , 

'Ami it i» awl wy « .» f, »'!> J'«“ 

fewM *11 llw rnniiwmlM •ml »‘"M« “* ,i"»r « *« 

whmi tlwy nw wJwti tin* nrrin**. An*' -I'l'l. wraiwti')''. «'!)» your 
liwitnkll! in«»k nil tln«. Imllt rnwi Hw I"*'' "< I*"''". W 

r»«itnwit*tlHmi'M’lvini; iiwkimi. in nwli.rinity "till ‘•Imt * yi’-'tinilay , 

UM if you wun* » fur}*, iif Uliwnatiwi riniw «» i-w-'iinii fwn', *ml ww« 
wiAUn* th» Inal ofilnm l« «« into rami' Fiiiriinn n ' ' 


Aitd in tugiini tt« tin? Vii'utn* <‘imni-f» »n«i I'l'iwiwha 
altitutle toWttKi* tliat lliwiuniriiwis. rwul i*nl> tin* Two 
Not*» : 


* Pitiu*, tk 7 . 


» />, 7 , ». 


PllIEDEICirS QUESTION AT VIENNA m 

1:7563 


JFriechich to the Prbwe ofPnmta mul the Prinecsfi 
Amelia (at Berlin) 

I'otadMn, ‘«Bth Augiwt’ irWi. 

;>MAn Ba(.'raK», Mv i.kah Si«T«a,-! write to you toll* at onro, 

, of time. I will follow tlio advice you uro »o good an gtv« «.. . 

toko leave of the Queen’ (<n»r dtMvr Maiinna) hy 
reading of .uy hotter may not frighten her, I will Mcni .1 hy n.y 

> bo nroHented in a favourahle moment. 

/o vet got no Auawer from Vienna; hy Klinggrai k w(<>unt, 1 
t rSirit till tomorrow- (came thia night). ‘ Bn I eonnt 
arerof War than ever; aa the Awatriana have named (.eneralH, 
iv Army is ordered to march, from Kolin to Kmiig«gral/, — 
Cl wav. So that, expecting nothing hut a haughty Answer, 
ixrcertain one, on which there will be no reliance P*,’;;' ; ;;• j";; 
I everything for setting-out on Saturday next. * ^ > 

the news comes, 1 will not fell to let you know. Assuring you 
2m! wirh a perfect affection, my dear Brother and my dear 
-■Yours, -P.’i 


wor cornea from Klinggriif that aanm night. Onw 
an Anawer almoat worae than couki have hwn <‘X|«'dfd. 
* Ix'ague with lluaaia ugainat you” i» mm-extant, a thmg 
XT imagination. Have not we alretuly anawerwl f 

siipon, 


a*. PVmh'kh to the Prime qf Prmda 

Potsdam, 'Jahh August’ 17 W. 

niuB BaoTimn.-I have alrmdy written to thoQutam ; soflening 
a» much as 1 could' (Utter lost). 'My Sister, to whom I 

the Letters will its ' * a , 

II have soon Itm Paper I sent to Klinggrtlf. 'Iheir Answer i«, 

. tltey have not made an Offensive Allianoe with Russia aganist 
'I'lie Anawer is impcrtitient, high and oontemptuons ; aiid oi t >e 
,i«ie that I required’ (as to This Year and Next), not one word, 
.t the aword alone can cut this Oordlan Knot, t am inmwent of 

this time). ‘ i 8 th August ’ f Mark Theresa’s Answer, stsl August, 



42 SEVEN-YEARS WAR BEGINS 

‘ Of tlie Two Baggage-carts per Company, the re^ment s^U take only 
One and leave the other at home. No Officer, let him be who or o 
wh"; Sle he will. Generals not excepted, shall take with him the least 
of Silver Plate, not even a silver spoon. Whoever wants, ' 

lil table, gi-eat or small {Tafel Oder Tisoh), must manage the same with 

the water, and thereby preserve them from illnesse^ 

‘So soon as the regiment gets on ^ that thereby 

mission to follow are put under command of the Profoss , that thereby 

all ulunderings and disorders may the more be guarded against. If the 

Cfuins «a o«.«. 

is to be formed. * * — Fbieobich. 

Same to Same (Confidential, this one) 

‘ Potsdam, 24tb August. 

* * ‘ Make as if you were meaning to go into Camp at Halle, -ae 

though under the deepest secrecy. _ till farther order, you 

where they are when this arrives. ^ i ^ 

.tm ™k 

Teffiments themselves, making, in cob y an/i wata 

asTf you were a Corps of Observation ^n “ 

wmting the last orders to go into camp.-FRiEDBicH. 

And in regard to the Vienna Courier, and Yriedrkh’s 

attitude towards that Phenomenon, read only these Two 


1 Preuss, ii. 6, 7* 


s/<i.7>8. 
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1". Friedrich to the Prince of Prussia and the Princess 
jimelia (at Berlin) 

, Potsdam, * 25tli August * 175S. 

^My deab. Brother, My dear Sister,—! write to you both at once 
for want of time. I wiU follow the advice you are so good as give me ; 
and will take leave of the Queen’ (our dear Mamma) ^ by Letter. And 
that the reading of my Letter may not frigliten her, I will send it lij my 
Sister, to be presented in a favourable moment. 

^ I have yet got no Answer from Vienna ; by KlinggraTs account, I 
shall not receive it till tomorrow’ (came this night). ^But I rnmit 
myself surer of War than ever ; as the Austrians have named Geoemls 

and their Army is ordered to march, from Kolin to Konigsgraia* 

Schlesien way, ^ So that, expecting nothing but a haughty Answer, or 
a very uncertain one, on which there will he no reliance possible, I have 
arranged everything for setting-out on Saturday next. Tomorroir, «© 
soon as the news comes, I will not JM. to let you know. A«»iiiig y«i 
that I am, with a perfect affection, my dear Broths and my 4ms: 
Sister, — ^Yours, — ^F.’ ^ 

Answer comes from EHinggraf that same night. One* 
more, an Answer almost worse than could have been expected. 
^ The League with Russia against you ” is non-extant, a thing 
of your imagination . Have not we already answemi ? ’ ® 
Whereupon, 


2^. Friedrich to the Prince qf P-rusma 

Potsdam, ‘ SSfch August * ITK. 

^ My dear' Brother, — I have already, written to the Queen ; fioftening 
things as much as I could’ (Letter lost), *^My Sister, to whom I 
addressed the Letter, will deliver it. 

^ You have seen the Paper I sent to Klinggraf. Their Adjww te, 
'‘' That they have not made an Offensive Alliance with 
me.” The Answer is impertinent, high and contemptuous ; and of the 
Assurance that I required’ (as to This Year and Next), ‘not one word. 
So tha,t the sword alone can cut this Gordian Knot I am innoctmt m 


^ CEti-iJres de Fr4di He yy::pi^ ^ 55 * ■ . #• 

» In GesammelU Urkunden, i 217: KlinggraPs second qncstst* («l<^ Of 
Letter this time), ‘ i8th August ’ ; Maria Theresa’s Answer, 'aist A^. 
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tMs War ; I liave done what I could to avoid it; hut whatever be one’s 
love of peace, one cannot and must not sacrifice to that, one’s safety and 
one’s honour. Such, I believe, will be your opinion too, from the senti- 
ments I know in you. At present, our one thought must he. To do 
War in such a way as may cure our Enemies of their wish to break Peace 
again to* soon- I embrace you with all my heart. I have had no end 
of business (terriblement a fair e)/ — F.^ 


The March into Saxony^ in Three Columns 

Ahead of that last Note, from an earlier hour of the same 
day, Thursday 26th August, there is speeding forth, to all 
Three Generals of Division, this Order (take Duke Ferdinand’s 

^ I hereby order that Your Dilection (Bw, lAehden), with all the regi- 
ments and corps in the Column standing under your command, Shall 
now, without more delay, get on maiHjh, on the 29th inst. ; and proceed, 
according to the March-Tables and Instructions already given, to execute 
what Your Dilection has got in charge.’— F. 

The same Thursday 26th, Excellency Mitchell, informed 
by Podewils of the King’s wish to see him at Potsdam, gets 
under way from Berlin ; arrives ^ just time enough to speak 
with the King before he sat down to supper.’ Very many 
things to be consulted of, and deliberatively touched upon, 
with Mitchell and England; no end of things and considera- 
tions, for England and King Friedrich, in this that is now 
about to burst-forth on an astonished world! — Over in 
London, we observe, just in the hours when Mitchell was 
harnessing for Potsdam, and so many Orders and Letters 
were speeding their swiftest in that quarter, there is going 
forward, on Tower-Hill yonder, the following Operation : 

London, Thursday August 175^. About five in the afternooii, 
a noted -Admiral’ (only in Effigy as yet; but who has been held in 
miserable durance, and too-actual question of death or life, ever since 
his return : ^ yes indeed ! Hang Mm at once,’ — if that can be a 
remedy !) ^ was, after having been privately shown to many ladies and 


1 (Euvres de Fridiric, xxvi. 116 . 
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genttSienf Irouglit,— in im open sedan, guarded by a number of young 
gentlemen under arms, with drums beating, colours flying,— to Tower- 
Hill, where a Gallows had boon erected for him at six the same morning. 
He was richly dressed, in a blue and gold coat, buff waistcoat, trimmed, 
etc. in full uniform. When brought under the Gallows, ho stayed a 
small space, till his clergyman (a chimney-swoopor) had given him some 
admonitions: that done, he was drawn, by pulleys, to the top of the 
Gallows, which was twenty feet high ; every person expressing as much 
satislaction as if it had been the real man. 

'Ho remained there, guarded hy the above volunteers, without any 
molestation, two hours ; when, iipon a supposition of being obstructed 
by the Governor of the Tower, some sailors appeared, wlio wanted to 
pull him down, in order to drag him along tlie streets. But a fire being 
kindled, which consisted of tar-barrels, fagots, tobies, tubs, etc., he was 
consumed in about half an hour.' * 

That is their employment on Tower-Hill, over yomler, while 
Mitchell is getting under way to see Fried ricln 

Mitchell continued at l^otsdam over Friday ; and was still 
in eager consultation that night, when the King said to him, 
with a certain expressiveness of glance : ^ Bon then 
Tomorrow morning about four!’ And on the morrow, 
Saturday 28th, Mitchell re|)orfcs hurriedly : 

* * ^ Am just returned to Berlin, in time to write to your Lordsliip. 
This morning, between four and five, I took leave of tlie King of Prussia. 
He went immediately upon the Parade; mounted on liorseliaek ; and, 
after a very short exorcise of his Troops, put himself at their head ; and 
marched directly for Belit&s' (lialf way to lirietssen, Twfaewhrletjsen as 
they call it) ; " where, 1\)morrow, he will enter the Baxon Territory,'— 
IIS, at their respective points, his two other Columns will and begin, 
who shall say what terrible game ; incalculable to your l 4 or(lship and me, 
with such Operations afoot on Tower-Hill ! 

Seven Hufisar Regiments of Duke Ferdinand’s Column got 
the length of I^ipzig that Sunday Evening 29th ; and took 
possession of the place.® Duke Ferdinand to right of the 
King, Duke of Branswick-Bevem to left, — the Three Columns 

> Old New-spapers (Gentleman's Magaune, xxvi. 409). 

» Mitchell Papers, vi. 804 ( ‘ To Lord IloldernesB, a8th August 1756 ’ 

» In Selien-Geschickte, iii. 731, his ‘ Proclamation’ there, ‘39th August i 7 Sfi- 



4s6 


SEVEN- YEARS WAR BEGINS [bookxvii. 

[aSth Aug.-gth Sept. 1756 

cross the Border, at points, say 80 miles from one another; 
occasionally, on the march, bending to rightwards and left- 
wards, to take-in the principal Towns, and make settlements 
there, the two might be above 100 miles from Friedrich on 
each hand. The length of march for each Column, — 
Ferdinand ‘ from Leipzig, by Chemnitz, Freyberg, Dippoldis- 
walde, to the Village of Cotta’ (Pirna neighbourhood, south of 
Elbe) ; Bevern, ‘ through the Lausitz, by Bautzen, to Lohmen’ 
(same neighbourhood, north of Elbe) ; King Friedrich, to 
Dresden, by the course of the Elbe itself, — ^was not far from 
equal, and may be called about 150 miles. They marched 
with diligence, not with hurry ; had their pauses, rest-days, 
when business required. They got to their ground, with 
the simultaneousness appointed, on the eleventh or twelfth 
day. 

The middle Column, under the King, where Marshal Keith 
is second in command, goes by Torgau (detaching Moritz of 
Dessau to pick-up Wittenberg, and ruin the slight works 
there); crosses the Elbe at Torgau, September Sd; marches, 
cantoning itself day after day, along the southern bank of 
the River; leaves Meissen to the left, I perceive, does not 
pass through Meissen ; comes first at Wilsdruf on ground 
where we have been, — and portions of it, I doubt not, were 
billeted in Kesselsdorf ; and would take a glance at the old 
Field, if they had time. There is strict discipline in all the 
Columns ; the authorities complying on summons, and arrang- 
ing what is needful. Nobody resists; townguards at once 
ground arms, and there is no soldier visible ; — -soldiers all 
ebbing away, whitherward we guess.^ 

At Wilsdruf, Friedrich first learns for certain, that the 
Saxon Army, with King, with Brlihl and other chief person- 
ages, are withdrawn to Pirna, to" the" inexpugnable Konigstein 
and Rock-Country. The Saxon Army had begun assembling 
there, September 1st, directly on the news that Friedrich was 
^ SeMen^Geschichtei^i* 732-3; (Euvres de Fridiric, iv. 8i. 
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across the Border ; September 9th^ on Friedrich’s approach, 
the King and Dignitaries move off thither, from Dresden, out 
of his vray. Excellency Broglio has put them on that plan. 
Which may have its complexities for Friedrich, hopes Broglio, 
— ^though perhaps its still greater for some other parties con- 
cerned ! For Briihl and Polish Majesty, as will appear by 
and by, nothing could have turned out worse. 

Meanwhile Friedrich pushes on : ^ Forward all the same.’ 
Polish Majesty, dating from Struppen, in the Pirna Country, 
has begun a Correspondence with Friedrich, very polite on 
both hands ; and his Adjutant-General, the Chevalier Meagher 

Chevalier de Marred as Valori calls him, — Mdar^ as he 
calls himself in Irish) has just had, at Wilsdruf, an Interview 
with Friedrich ; but is far from having got settlement on the 
terms he wished. Polish Majesty magnanimously assenting 
to ^a Road through his Country for military purposes ’ ; 
offers ‘the strictest Neutrality, strictest friendship even; has 
done, and will do, no injury whatever to his Prussian Majesty^ 
— (‘ Did we ever sign anything .? ’ whisper comfortably Bruhl 
and he to one another); — ‘ expects, therefore, that his Prussian 
Majesty will march on, whither he is bound ; and leave him 
unmolested here.’ ^ 

That was Meagher’s message ; that is the purport of all 
his Polish Majesty’s Eleven Letters to Friedrich, which precede 
or follow,— reiterating with a certain ovine obstinacy, in- 
sensible to time or change. That such is Polish Majesty’s 
fixed notion : ‘ Strict neutrality, friendship even ; and leave me 
unmolested here.’^ ‘ Strict neutrality, yes : but disperse your 
Army, then,’ answers Friedrich ; ‘ send your Army back to 
its cantonments : I must myself have the keeping of my 
Highway, lest I lose it, as in 1744.’ This is Friedrich’s 
answer; this at first, and for some time coming; though, as 
the aspects change, and the dangerous elements heap them- 

JBtelden-Geschichte, Hi, 

2 CEuvres de FridiriCy iv. 235-260 (‘29tli August-— loth September— 1 8th 
September,’ 1756), are collected now, the Eleven Letters, with their Answers. 
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selves higher, Friedrich’s answer will rise with them, and his 
terms, like the Sibyl’s, become worse and worse. This is the 
utmost that Meagher, at Wilsdruf, can make of it ; and this, 
in conceivable circumstances, will grow less and less. 

Next day, September 9th, Friedrich, with some Battalions, 
entered Dresden, most of his Column taking Camp near by ; 
General Wylich had entered yesterday, and is already Com- 
mandant there. Friedrich sends, by Feldmarschall Keith, 
highest Officer of his Column, his homages to her Polish 
Majesty : — ^nothing given us of Keith’s Interview ; except, by 
a side-wind, ‘ That Majesty complained of those Prussian 
Sentries walking about in certain of her corridors ’ (with an 
eye to Something, it may be feared !) — of which, doubtless, 
Keith undertook to make report. Friedrich himself waits 
upon the Junior Princes, who are left here': is polite and 
gracious as ever, though strict, and with business enough; 
lodges, for his own part, ‘ in the Garden-House of Princess 
Moczinska ’ ; — and next morning leads off his Column, a 
short march eastward, to the Pirna Country ; where, on the 
right and on the left, Ferdinand at Cotta, Bevem at Lohmen 
(if readers will look on their Map*), he finds the other Two 
in their due positions. Headquarter is Gross-Sedlitz (western- 
most skirt of the Rock-region) ; and will have to continue so, 
much longer than had been expected. 

The Diplomatic world in Dresden is in great emotion ; 
more especially just at present. This morning, before leaving, 
Friedrich had to do an exceedingly strict thing : secure the 
Originals of those Menzel Documents. Originals indispensable 
to him, for justifying his new procedures upon Saxony. So 
that there has been, at Bie Palace, a Scene this morning of 
a very bi gb and dissonant nature, — ‘ Marshal Keith ’ in it, 

‘ Marshal Keith making a second, visit ’ (say some loose and 
false Accoimts) the facts being strictly as follows. 

Far from removing those Pimssian sentries complained of 

• Map, p. 86. 
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last night, here seems to he a double strength of them this 
morning. And her Polish Majesty, a severe, hard-featured 
old Lady, has been filled with indignant amazement by a 
Prassian Odicor, — Major von Wangenheim, I believe it is, — 
requiring, in the King of Prussia’s name, the Keys of that 
Archive-room ; Prussian Majesty absolutely needing siglit, for 
a little while, of certain Papem there. ‘ Enter that room .f 
Archives of a crowned Head ? I.et me see the living mortal 
that will dare to do it ! ’ — one fancies tlie indignant Poli.Hh 
Majesty’s answer ; and how, calling for materials, she ‘ openly 
seaied the door in ciuestion,’ in Wangenheira’s presence. As 
this is a celebrated Passage, which has been reported in 
several loose ways, let us take it from the primary .source. 
Chancery style and all. Graf von Sternberg, Austrian Excel- 
lency, writing from the spot and at the hour, informs his 
own" Court, and through that all Courts, in the.se solemnly 
Official terms : 


‘Dresden, I0(h Septemher I'ho Queen’s Majesty, tliis forenoon* 

has oalleil to her all the Foreign Ministers now at Dritsdeu ; and in 
Highest Own Person Inis signified to us, How, the Prussian intruHions 
and hostilities being already known. Highest said Queen’s Majesty would 
now simply state what had farther taken place this morning: 

‘ " Highest said Queen's Majesty, to wit,ha<l, in horown name, requested 
the King of Prussia, in eonfonnity with his assurances” (by Keith, yester- 
night) “ of paying every regard for Her and the Royal Family, To remove 
the Prussian Sentries pacing about in those Corridors,”— (lorridors which 
lead to the Secret Archivoa, important to somo of us !— “ Instead of 
which, the said King had not only doubled his Hentriiis there; hut also, 
by au Onieor, demanded the Keys of the Archive-apartment” (just 
alluded to) ! “ And as the Queen’s Majesty, for security of all writings 

there, offered to seal the door of it herself, wid did so, tliere and then,— 
the said Officer had so little respect, that he clapped his own seal 
thereon too. 

‘ ” Nor was he content therewith,”— not by any moans 1— “but the same 
Officer ” (having been with Wylioh, Commandant here), “ came hack, a 
short time after, and made for opening of the door himself. Which 
being announced to the Queen’s Majesty, she in her own person (Jlilohst- 
dimelbe, Highest-tho-Same) went out again; and standing before the 
Door, informed him, ‘ How Highest-the-Same had too much regard to 
VOL. VI. D 
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I’uhiif, «urh tciHiH-nls )U«i world toniiuU*". of louil-rcmring 
ohkMjuy, iiH oVfH Iw, Friwirii-h, lind uovrr ••luhinHl 

'r»> n-adorw «>f ii toiiring iwlnt this Snsnui Cuontry U jKTlm}» 
well known. For tin* lust lodf ronturv if low t>«*on growing 
«u>n« «Jni more* fnniou*. nmlrr tin* muor of ‘Sirton Switzer- 
IihhI {SikhMmhf SihwcUi'X in'ti-ml of ■ Misniim Highkntk 
{Mmmimhe Hoehttmlh' wliirh it tw-rl to l«* winiHl. A 
lK*ii«lifu! onougli »m! oxtroito-ly nigg*^! Cotmfrv; intmwUng 
to llHf {Hcturcjtijut* niiiul. ll»gi«w rising, in soft Hills, on 
both HKhw of tl«* Fllwv '* Dw***^^, m yon 

ftHwml the limT t till it riw'* ii>ti» HilU of wild flmmrter, 
getting ever wilder, m«i riven into wondroiw eliiwnw mid 
|jm-ii»ii*<?H. Kstewk. my nlmost twenty »oile« «j» the Hiver, 
to 'IVtHeheii iind Imvood, in lhi« iwtern dinTtion; niitl with 
jM'rlinjss ten milt** of hwidth t»n emit *ith’ of tin* Itiver; ttrt*A 
of the Uoi’k “region, therefoit*, i» |Mi r!i«|ei wone four Unmlrwi 
wjuare inilw. The Fnlkrnlwrg {»l<nt we should enil tlirnkn- 
norlh-enatwftn! in the ||.annit/-. the .'*irhneelK*rg (A'liow 
Menmtmn), noulli-i^twiml on the Ihihrodiin iMirder, lire aliout 
thirty-five mile* nj>art : tin**!* t»n nn* Imth rw'konwi to lie in 
it,-— ibi hint «nt-}iost* on tlmt eiwlern side. Hut the limit* 
of it are fiml hy eunloin only, and dejiend on no wdiind 
condition, 

We might define it *w the .Snndstone neiA' of the Metal 
Mouiitiuiw; II mtlier lower hlork, of .Hwndslone, inten*ididwl 
into the Mctftl-Mminlain ninge, whieh olherwi***, on both 
hnntlN, in higher, ami of hnnier nwk*. Honthward {«* nhimbler 
to Ihi* mmlstone wrA'J lie*, eontionou*, hroad imd high, the 
‘Metal-Mountain range' mwcially no rnllwl : north wanl and 
north-eaatwani there Hl*e, Iwvond that Fidkeiilmrg, iniiiiy 
niountaliw, wiHtiiiry or in pfttmp*. ‘the Metal Mountain*' 
fiiding-out here into ‘the lanwity Hill*,' still in fine nictur- 
mqm faahion, which are Nortliem Ihinler to the great 
Bohemian ‘ Emin of the Klhe,* after yon «ii*ergi» from thii 
Sandstone Counti^. 


CHAP. V.] THE SAXONS BLOCKADED IN PIRNA 5S 

loth Sept.-ist Oct. 1756] 

Saxon Switzerland is not very high anywhere; 2,0 00 feet 
is a notable degree of height : but it is tom and tumbled into 
stone labyrinths, chasms and winding rock-walls, as few regions 
are. Grows pinewood, to the topmost height ; pine-trees far 
aloft look quietly down upon you, over sheer precipices, on 
your intricate path. On the slopes of the Hills is grass 
enough ; in the intervals are Villages and husbandries, are 
com and milk for the laborious natives, — who depend mainly 
on quarrying and pine-forest work : pines and freestone, 
rafts of long slim pines, and big stone barges, are what one 
sees upon the River there. A Note, not very geological, 
says of it : 

^Elbe sweeps freely through this Country, for ages and seons past; 
curling himself a little into snake-figure, and with increased velocity, 
but silent mostly, and trim to the edge, a fine flint-coloured river ; — 
though in aeons long anterior, it must have been a very different matter 
for torrents and water-power. The Country is one huge Block of Sand- 
stone, so many square miles of that material ; ribbed, channelled, tom 
and quarried, in this manner, — ^by the ever-busy elements, for a million 
of Ages past ! Chiefly by the Elbe himself, since he got to be a River, 
and became cosmic and personal ; ceasing to be a mere watery chaos 
of Lakes and Deluges hereabouts. For the Sandstone was of various 
degrees of hardness ; tenacious as marble some parts of it, soft almost as 
sand other parts. And the primordial diluviums and world-old torrents, 
great and small, rushing down from the Bohemian Highlands, from the 
Saxon Metal Mountains, with such storming, gurgling and swashing, 
have swept away the soft parts, and left the hard standing in this chaotic 
manner, and bequeathed it all to the Elbe, and the common frosts and 
rains of these human ages. 

^Elbe has now a trim course; but Elbe too is busy quarrying and 
mining, where not artificially held-in ; — and you notice at every outlet 
of a Brook from the interior, north side and south side, how busy the 
Brook has been. Boring, grinding, undermining ; much helped by the 
frosts, by the rains, ^ons ago, the Brook was a lake, in the interior ; 
but was every moment labouring to get out; till it has cut for itself 
that mountain gullet, or sheerdown chasm, and brought-out with it an 
Alluvium or Delta, — on which, since Adam's time, human creatures have 
buEt a Hamlet. That is the origin, or unwritten history, of most 
hamlets and cultivated spots you fall-ih with here : they are the waste 
shavings of the Brook, working millions of years, for its own object of 
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getting into the Elbe in level circumstances. Ploughed fields^ not with- 
out fertility^ are in the interior, if you ascend that Brook ; the Hamlet, 
at the delta or mouth of it, is as if built upon its tongue and into its 
gullet : think how pictures(iue, in the November rains, for example ! 

^The road,' one road, ^from Dresden to Aussig, to Lobositz, Budin, 
Prag, runs up the river brink (south brink) ; or, in our day, as Prag- 
Dresden Railway, thunders through those solitudes ; strangely awaken- 
ing their echoes ; and inviting even the bewildered Tourist to reflect, if 
he could. The bewildered Tourist sees rock-walls heaven-high on both 
hands of him ; River and he rushing-on between, by law of gx’avitation, 
law of ennui (which are laws of Nature both), with a narrow strip of sky 
in full gallop overhead ; and has little encouragement to reflect, except 
upon his own sorrows, and delirious circumstances, physical and moral, 
"How much happier, were I lying in my bed !” thinks the bewildered 
Tourist; — does strive withal to admire the Pictures(iue, but with little 
success ; notices the " Bastei (Bastion),” and other rigorously-prescribed 
points of the Sublime and Beautiful, which are to be done.” That you 
will have to do, my friend : step-out, you will have to go on that Pinnacle, 
with indifferent Hotel attached ; on that iron balcony, aloft among the 
clouds yonder; and shudder to project over Elbe-flood from such altitudes, 
admiring the Picturesque in prescribed manner. 

^ This Country has for its permanent uses, timber, freestone, modicum 
of milk and haver, serviceable to the generality; — and to his Polish 
Majesty, at present, it is as the very Ark of Noah : priceless at this 
juncture ; being the strongest military country in the world. Excellent 
strength in it; express Fortresses; especially one Fortress called the 
Konigstein, not far from Schandau, of a towering precipitous nature, 
with a ‘‘ well 900 feet deep ” in it, and pleasant Village outside at the 
base ; — Fortress which is still, in our day, reckoned a safe place for the 
Saxon Archives and preciosities. Impregnable to gunpowder ai*tillery; 
not to be had except by hunger. And then, farther down the River, 
close by Pima, presiding over Pirna, as that Konigstein in some sort 
does over Schandau, is the Sonnenstein : Sonnenstein too was a Fortress 
in those days of Friedrich, but not impregnable, if judged worth taking. 
The Austrians took it, a year or two hence ; Friedrich retook it, dis- 
mantled it: ^^the Sonnenstein is now a Madhouse,” say the Guide-Books. 

Sonnenstein stands close east or up-stream of Pima, which is a town 
of 5,000 souls, by much the largest in those parts ; Konigstein a little 
down-stream of Schandau, which latter is on the opposite or north side 
of the River. These are the two chief Towns, which do all the trade of 
this r^ion; picturesque places both the Touiust remembers Pirna? 
Standing on its sleek table or stair-step, by the River’s edge ; well above 
floodmark; green, shaggy or fringy mountains looking-down on it ta 
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rearward ; In front, beyond the Eiver^ nothing’ viBiWe but iuile»*lo«g 
ereaiu-eolotired rock-wall, with buihaB at bottom and top, wall «|uarrie(l 
hy Elbe, an }'ou (‘an hoc. Pirna iH near the hegininng* (properly end, 
but we Htart from I)r(^K<Um) ^or wentem extramity of Saxon Seltweitss : 
Schaiulati, alnumt at the oppomta or eaBteru extremity, iw still more 
pictureH(iue ; staiuiiiig on the delta of a little Brook, with high rock- 
clids, with garden-Hhrubberies, sanded walks, ttifls of forest-umbrage ; a 
brighl-paintiul, almost operatic-looking place,— with spa-waters, if I 
ree<dlect/ : yes truly, and tlie ^ Bath Season* making its packiges in 
great haste, l»reaking-up prematurely, this Year (iTf)!?) !-— 

Directly on nrriving at Gross-Set! lity;, Friedrich takes ocnhir 
survey of ibis Gotinlry, which is already not unknown to htin. 
He finds that ihe Saxons have Becured themselves within the 
Mountains ; a rocky streamlet, Ikook of Golthaibe, which 
issues into P^Ihe just between Gross-Sedlits^ and them, ‘through 
a dell of eiglit)' oi' a hundred feet deep,’ serving as their first 
defencti ; wtdl in front of the mere rocky Heights and 
pretnpit^cH bedtind it, wliich stretch continuously along to 
southward, six miles or more^ from Pinm and the south brink 
of IdlbcL At I^atigen-llcynnersd<>if, which is tlio southernmost 
part, these Ihughts make an elbow inwards, by Ixu)pol(lsluiyn^ 
towards the Kdnigstein, which is but four miles off; liere too 
the Saxons are dcderuled by a Brook (running straight towards 
Kbnigstein, this one) in front of their Heights ; and stand 
defensive, in this way, along a rock-bulwark of ten miles long: 
the passes all secured by batteries, by abatis, palisades, mile 
after mile, as hViedrich rides observant leftward : behind 
tliem, Flbe rushing swifter through his rock-walls yonder, 
with chasms and intricate gorges ; defending them inei:- 
pugnably to rear. Six miles long of natural bulwark (six to 
Ileunersdorf), where the gross of the Saxons lie; then to 
Kdnigstein four other miles, sufficiently, if more sparsely, 
beset by them. ‘ No stronger position in the world,’ Fried- 
rich thinks ; and that it is impossible to force this place, 

♦ Sec Map,'p» 86. 

* CBmnr&s d$ FrMiric^ iv, 83, 84 (not ^ very distinct Account; and far from 
accurate in tbe details,— which are left without eifectual correction even in the, 
best Editions)* . 
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without a loNK of hft* taoji to itx iuipurlaiuv 

at prcsoiil. Not to my that tiio Savtusw will tunka tfrm.s alt 
the eiiHier, hjhrc hloiHhlatl rine l«*fvvt ri» u** ; atui furtlwr 
juore that Uuiiji'er ffor «e hear thev hau- jinninioii uiilv for 
two weeks) tiiav ilM'if h«k«s «h» it. • Weiigf them in, t'lu're- 
fort'; hloek (>verv otilgnte, everv eiitmnei- ; ntiihing to j'ct in, 
<‘xeej)t grmhiatly Hunger, Hunger, niai on onr par? rational 
Oll'erH, will sufllee.’ That in I'Viitlrieh’s plan ; good in itself, 
— thouglu the ovine ohstiuaev, atui other eireuiu.Htunres, tv- 
tnrtiwl the exeeufion of it to an uitexjaaieil exfi-ul, lantenlahle 
to Fruxlrieh luiil to some of Iters, 

'Fhe !*rus.Hiaij-.^axo» militnrv ttjwratiouH for the next tive 
wt'f^ks need uol detain us, 'rheir resjwetive jiositious on the 
Heights behind that linmk tJottleuhe, ami on the ptniner 
('ounlry in front of it. How the I’russians lie, lird IHvUion 
of them, from (»ross Sisllit/ to Xehist. under the King; then 
second Division fnnn Xehist t«t t'otfa, and onward hv'the 
Holhsehenke ’ {IM-Ihitm 'raveni), by Markecshaeh, ami 
sparsely as far ns Hellendorf on tin* i‘rag Highway; in brief, 
where all the Divisions t>f thetn lie, and under whom ; and 
where the Ihnssjans, watehing Klhe itself, ha\e Hatleries and 
Posts on Ute tiorth side of it : all this is marked on the Map;* 
—to ftfitisfy jngemnms eiiriosity, should it make t«nir in those 
parts. To whieh mid only these straggles of Note, ns fiuiher 
elucidative : 

*'tlie Haxoiis, between Kibe and tlteir {•iitiw, piMteeMi nlMut Uiirty tsjuare 
miles of eotmtry. From Pirn* *.r Ximiieiistein to Kimig.tein, as tbe 
erow flies, may be five miles ea-t i.» west ; but by IsniKeii-Heimerwlarf, 
and ttie elimw there, It will fte ten : at Kbiiigstelii, moreover, Kibe makeit 
an abrupt turn mirtliward fur a einiple of miles, instead i»f wisitward m 
heretofore, turning abruptly westward again after that : mi that the JHaaon 
“ Camp,” or oocupaney here, is an irregular IVajiesiiim, with Pirns and 
Kflnigsteln for vertlrea, and with area fwthnabie a* alswe,- {tbmgiiable, a 
fair portion of It, and not wltlmut eon; of its own. .H,» tS.at the *• twts- 
weeks provision " apuu themselves out (short atlnwanee Hiding) to two- 
months, before actual fkmine came. 
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* * ^The High-road from the Lausitz parts crosses Elbe at Pima; 
falls into the Dresden-Prag High-road there ; and from Pirna towards 
Toplitz, for the first few miles^ this latter runs through the Prussian 
Posts ; but we may guess it is not much travelled at present. North of 
Elhe^ too, the Prussians have batteries on the fit points ; detachments of 
due force, from Gross-Sedlitz Bridge-of-Pontoons all round to Schandau, 
nr beyond ; could fire upon the Konigstein, across the River : they have 
plugged-up the Saxon position everywhere. They have a Battery 
especially, and strong post, to cannonade the Bridge at Pirna, should the 
Saxons think of trying there. It is now the one Saxon or even Half- 
Saxon Bridge ; Sonnenstein and Pirna command the Saxon end of it, a 
strong battery the Prussian end : a Bridge lying mainly idle, like the 
general Highway to Toplitz at this time. Beyond the Konigstein, again, 
at a place called Wendisch-Fahre {Wends* Ferry), the Prussians have, by 
means of boats swinging wide at anchor on the swift current, what is 
■called a Flying-bridge;, with which the north side can communicate with 
the south. They have a post at Nieder-Raden {Oher Raden, railway 
station in our time, is on the south side) : Nether-Raden is an interesting 
little Hamlet, mostly invisible to mankind (built in the throat of the 
stone chasms there), from which you begin mounting to the Bastei far 
aloft. A Raden to be noted, by the Tourist and us.' 

Little, or even nothing, of fighting there is : why should 
there be ? The military operations are a dead-lock, and 
rec[uire no word. Thirty thousand, half of the Prussian 
Eorce, lie, vigilant as lynxes, blockading here ; other half, 
:SS,000, under Marshal Keith, have marched forward to 
Aussig, to Nollendorf on the Bohemian frontier, to clear the 
ways, and look into any Austrian motion thereabouts,— with 
whom, with some Pandour detachment of whom, Duke 
Ferdinand, leading the vanguard, has had a little brush 
among the Hills ; smiting them home again, in his usual 
creditable way (September 13 th); and taking Camp at 
Peters wsdde, he and others of the Force, that night.^ It is 
with this Keith Army, with this if with any, that adventures 
are to be looked for at present. 

Polish Majesty’s Headquarters are at Struppen, w^ in the 
centre of the Saxon lines ; ‘ goes always to the Konigstein to 
sleep.’ Polish Majesty’s ovra table is, by Friedrich’s permis- 

^ CEuvres de Fridhic f\^, %^ *, Anonymous €f Bamhurgf%\% 
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Ititlli Ckt I7sl 

Hum for tfiiit MjnH-'iiit olijortt Hiijijilirfl ml iihiinm : hut, the 
roiiiuioii iitru %viw ill tiiior jtiit «*n %httrt iillowiiiiri\ whicli 
grtuvH jilwuvi t!io ■Hlioirtrr* l^ilinh oorr»*MjiutH!>i with 

Frioiiririu wv* ; iiiiil iihuir nil* 

lo Auntriiu to Friinri% In twrri FuirojMi'Hii i otirU rhiirgrti with 
Hthriokn : ^ llolji nw i ii rnhUi* hiin uir ! ' In ^vhii-h 
Exfrlltniw?4 of III! IviniF* anv Ht«uiiiniih the 

English Em4knjry, ifiiily rtnining out iVnin Urf^Hlon In (JriiHM- 
KeiIIiti*ti lire jiiimnniitrly ttilli hViitirirh ; who k 

eiigrr riniiigh to rniiijily* wrrn lliriv am mfv jioHsthb. 

But thriv lilt* inmo. Ihifortnnntt'ly, Imn it the 

AiiHtriiiiw mv lislir; Erliiiitiim-ltnll llniwiir nrtmill) furbishing 
hiiim?{fid Friig ytiiiilrr mih iin r)«* liilhrrwnnh miit extra- 
nnliiiary haate iiiid njiirii nhiniit: ^ihirli nliligr#4 Friftirirh to 
riHi* ill his ; in. inn nti^liiiiiry^ nil the nilter «icl€| 

liiilurally inrreiisiiig frniii the saiiir rntisr, 

llujwty* li«i» hlirri) t*» hi firiiiwiil for «iiii 

iiiltii rimiwawly for no tnorlal fiiom ; wi«i In^ live* writ, hi lliii eiilitwry 
i«iiii-*»piirely for mtiwl imri in hit hmn 

soul ! Ilrtlhl awl he hive filrnty of foriiiflil : |*ul their 

wii real Ini^liifan Is lliat of rryitig, hy e#!4frHr»» ami f»vrry rmirelriihla 
tnelhtHl* to Aiwlrlaj, ** itel its not of this ! ’* In wlnrli Austria li«a aiwwerinii 
Vw; only |wlkmri»» amt las »lra4y f ''--Frimlrirlik iu»i!i|iiart#ni are t| 
Bwlllisi; ami the negoliathi^ anil nts|Mimlhi|i aihrit lie liaSi imiiwwitli 
iiiiaa'itnttiom Ilk tirst tiii|ii» was* Ihilinli Xlajoiity iihiilit Im in 

Join with him ; on the liark of that, ri»rt«iiity. triiiliially tfitfe 

folish Miji^ly newr wiitiiil ; ami that ihw Aiiiirians wmilil einlwiimitr a 
rwiatia# wart they fiii« neaily, ^tAfmthn$ «tr tim Attslrkni, wlilrli will 
hi Aril hero? In iliti ^wwHiiit ; ami Friwirirli ttmlm# tn tlihik It will ha 
tlii former* At mil P¥«nti, liarlitf set lied «ii llw itartallmi iiifltmili ami 
mm Ihii all lilt* |m«tii arw rlulil, w» |«»irt‘#i¥# he tlnis nni #tirh rkm hy 
fWlltaj hut runs ntiw hilhif ii«w tliillmr; l« al lorKaiu wliiim ait 
Imprtant eatatiliahmiiii* kliii of Miw lliivwiiiimiil hr mi thi 

Flitanii ai4i, l« it^iiitlitg Itiwtlf What lik wiirh with Afitl««ft4o» 
wMi wid hciw dillmti Iht liaiidllnir ihinh T- litre it aitiiilmr 

Clliiplrifs , , 

# # *|* 0 l|iih Miii|f«ily peiwtti tti# diy at Hirniiiifiu amW tiiiiiy 
if Ikildlirliif, nf Wpliiniilliiliif t ilii tilglil il»ay« «! Klmlgitolii, 
and iiiilly Iwlli day imd Itturbiislf mfiifiiwimlatitli IlrftM 
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and he, to the very end of this affair. Towards Struppen ' (this is weeks 
farther on, but we give it here), — ^ Comte de Broglio' (Old Broglio's 
elder Son, younger is in the Military line), ^who is Ambassador to his 
Saxon-Polish Majesty, sets-out from Dresden for an interview with said 
Majesty. At the Prussian lines, he is informed, Yes, you can go ; but, 
without our King's Order, you cannot return." ^^What? The Most 
Christian Majesty's Ambassador, and treated in this way? I will go to 
where the Polish King is, and I will return to my own King, so often as 
I find business : stop me at your peril ! ” and threatened and argued, and 
made a deal of blusterous noise ; — far too much, thinks Valori ; think 
the Prussian Officers, who are sorry, but inflexible. Margraf Karl, 
Commandant of the place, in absence of King Friedrich (who is gone 
lately, on a Business we shall hear of), earnestly dissuaded Excellency 
Broglio ; but it was to no purpose. Next day Broglio appeared in his 
state-carriage, formally demanding entrance, free thoroughfare : Do 

you dare refuse me ? " Y es,” answered Margraf Karl ; ^ Sve do and must. " 
Indignant Broglio reappeared, next day, on foot; Lieutenant-General 
Prince Friedrich Eugen of Wurtemberg the chief man in charge : ^^Do 
you dare?” 'Indubitably, Yes”;— and Broglio still pushing-on in- 
credulous, Eugen actually raised his arm, — elbow and fore-arm across 
the breast of Most Christian Majesty's Ambassador, — who recoiled, to 
Dresden, in mere whirlwinds of fire ; and made the most of it' (unwisely, 
thinks Valori) 'in writing to Court. ^ Court, in high dudgeon, com- 
manded Valori to quit Berlin without taking leave. Valori, in his 
private capacity, wrote an Adieu ; ^ and in his public, as the fact stood. 
That he was gone without Adieu. ' 

And the Dauphiness, daughter of those injured Polish 
Majesties, fell on her knees (Pompadour permitting and en- 
couraging) at the feet of Most Christian Majesty ; on her 
knees, all in passion of tears ; craved help and protection to 
her loved old Mother, in the name of Nature and of all Kings : 
could any King resist ? And his Pompadour was busy : 
^ Think of that noble Empress, who calls me Cousin and dear 
Princess ; think of that insolent Prussian Robber : Ah, your 
Majesty’ : — -and King Louis, though not a hating man, did 
privately dislike Friedrich ; and evil speeches of Friedrich s had 
been reported to him. And, in short, the upshot was : King 

1 Valori, ii. 349, 209, 353 (‘ Wednesday 6th October,’ the day of it, seemingly) ^ 
£ 5 , i, 312, etc. . . . 

^ Friedrich’s kind Letter in answer to it, ‘ 2 November 1756,’ in Valon,i. 313* 
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Louis, bound only to ^4,000 for help of Austria, determined 
to send, and did send, above 100,000 across the Rhine, next 
Year, for that object ; as will be seen. And all Frenchmen,— 
all except Belleisle, who is old, — are charmed with these new 
energetic measures, and beautiful new Austrian connexions. 

Certain it is, the Austrians are coming, her Imperial 
Majesty bent with all her might on relief of those Saxon 
martyrs ; which indeed is relief of herself, as she well perceives : 
^ Courage, my friends ; endure yet a little 1 Messengers 
smuggle themselves through the Mountain paths, and go and 
return, though with difficulty. 

Since September I9th, the Correspondence with Polish 
Majesty has ceased : no persuading of the Polish Majesty. 
Winterfeld went twice to him ; conferred at large, Brlihl 
forbidden to be there, on the actual stringencies and urgencies 
of Fact between the Two Countries ; but it was with no result 
at all. Polish Majesty has not the least intention that Saxony 
shall be even a Highway for Friedrich, if at any time Polish 
Majesty can hinder it: ^Neutrality," therefore, will not do 
for Friedrich ; he demands Alliance, practical Partnership ; 
and to that his Polish Majesty is completely abhorrent. 
Diplomatising may cease; nothing but wrestle of fight will 
settle this matter. 

Friedrich, able to get nothing from the Sovereign of Saxony, 
is reduced to grasp Saxony itself : and we can observe him 
doing it ; always the closer, always the more carefully, as the 
complicacy deepens, and the obstinacy becomes more danger- 
ous and provoking. What alternative is there ? On first 
entering Saxony, Friedrich had made no secret that he was 
not a mere bird of passage there. At Torgau, there was at 
once a ^ Field-Commissariat" established, with Prussian Officials 
of eminence to administer, the Military Chest to be deposited 
there, and Torgau to be put in a state of defence. Torgau, 
our Saxon Metropolis of War-Finance, is becoming more and 
more the Metropolis of Saxon Finance in general. Saxon 
Officials were liable, from the first, to be suspended, on 
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Friedrit'hH or<U>r. Siixoii I'lniiUfo-OflHimlM, ol «!1 knuw, wen- 
from the (irat iiwiructed, that till farther notice there iiutst, 
be IK) diKbuiHenu'ijls without King Erietiricli's sanction. Ami, 
in fact, King Friedrich fully intends that Saxony is to help 
him nil it can ; and that it either will or else shall, in this 
(lire pro.H.sure of [HTplexily, which is tine in such a degnai t.o 
the conduct of the Saxon ({ovennnent for twelve yimm past. 
Would Saxony go with him in any form of consent, how much 
more convenient to h’riedriels ! But Saxony will not ; Polish 
Majesty, not himself mdlering hunger, is obstinate as tlie 
decree.s of Fate (or as sheep, when tmi much put upon), 
roganllesH of considerations; and, in tine, here i.s Browne 
actually afoot ; coming to rtdievo I'olish Majesty ! — 'rhe 
Austrians Iwwl uneounnonly hestirreti themselves : 

Tim sdtivHy, tlm i«ml of all ranks, evor slncit this oxjipdition into 
Saxemy, and cIntcliiiiK of Saxony hy the throat, eontempomry witnesses 
declaro to have hwn extraordinary. ‘ Horses for Pkooloraini’s Cavalry, 
—■they had scarcely got thoir hnrses, not to speak of trahilnf; them, not 
to apeak of cannon and the tioavler rei|iiisite», when Hchwerln hegan 
marching out of <«lnt» on Piticolomini, As to the nnmnn for Hrowne 
and him, draught-cattle seem ahsolutely unprocnrahle. Wherenjinn 
Maria Theresa flings open lier own Imimfial Htuds : “ There, yoke these 
to our cannon; let them go their swiftest which awoke such an 
onthusiasm, that noblemen and peasants crowded forward with their 
coacli- horses, and their cart-liorses, to relay Browne, all through 
Bohemia, at tiilTerent stages ; and the camion and equipments move to 
their places at the gallop, In a mimner,' ‘—and oven Brown® at the liase 
of the Metal Mountains, has got most of his equipments. And Is astir 
towards Pirna (Army of rumour says), for relief of the Saxon 

martyrs. Friedrich’s complexities are filing day by day more 
stringent. 

From the mitldlo of Seplemlier, Marshal Keith, tw wa« 
observed, with Half of the Prussians, Duke Fenlinand of 
Brunswick uiuicr him, has Imen on the Bohemian slope of the 
Metal MmmtaiiiH ; securing the roads, towns and passes llicre- 
ahouts, and looking-out for the advance of Marshal Browne 
from tile interior parts. Town of Aussig, and the River-road 
^ Arclitnliall«, I* ■ 
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(Castle of Tetschen, on its high rock known to Tourists, 
which always needs to be taken on such occasions), these 
Keith has secured. Lies encamped from Peterswalde to 
Aussig, the middle or main strength of him being in the 
Hamlet of Johnsdorf (discoverable, if readers like) : there lies 
Keith, fifteen miles in length ; like a strap, or bar, thrown 
across the back of that Metal-Mountain Kange, — or part of 
its back; for the range is very broad, and there is much 
inequality, and many troughs, big and little, partial and 
general, in the crossing of it. A tract which my readers and 
I have crossed before now, by the ^Pascopol’ or Post-road 
and otherwise ; and shall often have to cross ! 

Browne, vigorously astir in the interior (cannon and equip- 
ments coming by relays at such a pace), is daily advancing, 
with his best speed : in the last days of September, Browne 
is encamped at Budin; may cross the Eger River any day, 
and will then be within two marches of Keith. His inten- 
tions towards Pirna Country are fixed and sure ; but the plan 
or route he will take is unknown to everybody, and indeed to 
Browne himself, till he see near at hand and consider. 
Browne’s problem, he himself knows, is abundantly abstruse, — 
bordering on the impossible ; but he will try his best. To 
get within reach of the Saxons is almost impossible to Browne, 
even were there no Keith there. As good as impossible al- 
together, by any line of march, while Keith, is afoot in those 
partsv By Aussig, down the River, straight for the interior 
of their Camp, it is flatly impossible : by the south or south- 
east corner of their Camp (Gottleube way), or by the north- 
east (by Schandau way, right bank of Elbe), it is virtually so, 
—at least without beating Keith. Could one beat Keith, 
indeed;— but that will not be easy! And that, unluckily, is 
the preliminary to everything. 

^ By the Hellendorf-Hennersdorf side, in the wastes where Gottleube 
Brook gathers itself, Browne might have a chance. There, on that 
-south-east comer of their Camp, were he once there to attack the 
Prussians from without, while the Saxons hurst-up from within, — ^there,* 
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thinks a good jndge^ ^is much the favourablest place. J5ut umess 

Browne's Army had wings^ how is it ever to get there ? Across those 
Metal-Mountain ranges^ barred by Keith: — by Aussig, with the rocks 
overhanging Elbe River and him^ he cannot go in any case. Were there 
no Keith^ indeed (but there always is^ standing ready on the spring), one 
might hold to leftward, and by stolen marches, swift, far round about . 

^ By Schandau region, north side of the Elbe, is Browne's easiest, and 
indeed one feasible, point of approach, — no Prussians at present between 
him and that ; the road open, though a far circuit northward^ for Browne, 
were he to cross the Elbe in Leitmeritz circle, and march with velocity . 
That too will be difficult,— nearly impossible in sight of Keith. And 
were that even done, the egress for the Saxons, by Schandau side, is 
through strait mountain gorges, intricate steep passes, crossings of the 
Elbe : what force of Saxons or of Austrians will drive the Prussians from 

their redoubts and batteries there ? ' ^ 

Browne’s problem is none of the feasiblest : but his orders are strict, 
^Relieve the Saxons, at all risks.' And Browne, one of the ablest 
soldiers living (^Your Imperial Majesty's best general,' said the dying 
Khevenhuller long since), will do his utmost upon it. Friedrich does 
not think the enterprise very dangerous, — ^beating of Keith the indis- 
pensable preliminary to it ; but wiU naturaUy himself go and look into it. 

Tuesday September 28th, Triedrich quits Pirna Country by 
the Prag Highway ; making due inspection of his Posts as he 
goes along ; and, the outmost of these once past, drives 
rapidly up the Mountains ; gets, with small escort, through 
Peterswalde on to Johnsdorf that night. Does not think this 
Keith position good ; breaks-up this ^ Gamp of Johnsdorf 
bodily next morning; and marches down the Mountains, 
direct towards Browne ; who, we hear, is about crossing the 
Eger (his Pontoons now come at last), and will himself be on 
the advance. Prom Tlirmitz, a poor mountain hamlet in the 
hollow of the Hills, which is headquarters that night, the 
march proceeds again; Priedrich with the vanguard; Army, 
I think, on various country-roads, on both hands; till all get 

upon the Great Road again,— Prag-Toplitz-Dresden Post- 
road; which is called, specially in this part of it, and loosely 
in whole, ' The Pascopol,’ and leads down direct to Budin 
and Browne. 

1 mtwres de iv, S6, 93, 9^^ 
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^ A Pascopol” famed in military annals^' says our Tourist. ^ It is a 
road with many windings^ many precipitous sweeps of up and down ; road 
precipitous in structure ; — offers views to the lover of wild Nature : huge 
lonesome Hills scattered in the distance ; waste expanses nearer hand, 
and futile attempts at moorish agriculture ; but little else that is 
comfortable. In times of Peace, you will meet at long intervals, 
some post-vehicle struggling forward under melancholy circumstances ; 
some cart, or dilapidated mongrel between cart and basket, with a lean 
ox harnessed to it, and scarecrow driver, laden with pit-coal,^ — which 
you wish safe home, and that the scarecrow were getting warmed by it. 
But in VTar-time the steep road is livelier ; the common invasion road 
between Saxony and Bohemia ; whole Armies sweeping over it, and their 
thousand-fold wagons and noises making clangour enough.’ * * ^ One 

of those Hollows on the Pascopol, is Joachimsthal, with its old Silver 
Mines ; yielding coins which were in request with traders, the silver 
being fine. Let my ducat be a Joachimsthal one, then 1 ” the old trader 
would say : ^ a Joachimsthal^er ; ’ or, for brevity, a Thal-er ” ; whence 
Thaler, and at last Dollar (almighty and otherwise), — now going round 
the world 1 ’ Pascopol finishes in Welmina Township. From the last 
hamlet in Welmina, at the neck of the last Hill, step downward one 
mile, holding rather to the left, you will come on the innocent Village 
of Lobositz, its poor corn-mills and huckster-shops all peaceably unknown 
as yet, which is soon to become very famous. ’ 

The Country-roads where Friedrich’s Army is on inarch, I 
should think are mostly on the mounting hand. For here, 
from Turmitz, is a trough again; though the last considerable 
one ; and on the crest of that, we shall look down upon the 
Bohemian Plains and the grand Basin of the Elbe, — through 
various scrubby villages which are not nameworthy ; through 
one called Kletschen, which for a certain reason is. Crossing 
the shoulder of Edetschenberg {Hill of this Kletschen), which 
abuts upon the Pascopol, — yonder in bright sunshine is your 
beautiful expansive Basin of the Elbe, and the green 
Bohemian Plains, revealed for a moment. Friedrich snatches 
his glass, not with picturesque object : ^ See, yonder is Feld- 
marschall Browne, then ! In camp yonder, down by Lobositz, 
not ten miles from us,’— (it is most true; Browne marched 
this morning, long before the Sun; crossed Eger, and pitched 
^ Buscbing, Erdbeschreibung, v. 178. 
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camp at xmon): — <GootU’ think# Friedrich. And nnslio, 
down into tJ»e IWcopol, into the hollows and minor trouelw 
which hide Browne henceforth* till we are quite near. ^ 
Quite near* through Welmina and a certain final gap of 
the nills, Frietirich with the vanguartl does emerge, *an Lur 
before sunset ’ ; overhanging Browne ; not above a mile from 
the C:kmp of Br(»wne. A very large F.amp, that of Browne’s 
flanked to right hy the Eilm ; goes from Sulowils-, throusrh 
I.obosite, to Wdhoteii dose on Elhej—and has properties 
extremely well worth studying jnat now! ‘Friedrich,’ the 
Books say, ‘ bivouncks hy a fire of sticks, ’ short way down on 
the southern sloim of tire Hill ; and till sunset and after has 
eye-glfWH, hrain, and facullleiand activities suflRciently occupitd 
for the rest of the night; — hi# Division# gradually takinir 
post behind him, under arm# ; < not till midnight, the veiv 
learmost of them.’ * * / 


CHAFTEE VI 
BA ITLE OF LOBOaiTJ? 


Weijhina,— or R«chni<Aujest, la*t pertinent of Welmina 
(but we will take Friedrich'# name for it), offers to the 
scrutinising eye nothing, in our day, but some bewildered 
memory of ‘ Alte Frita' dinging olwitinately even to the 
Peasant mind thereabout*. A alecpy littery place; gome 
big^sh haggard untriinmed tre«i, some broken-backed sleepy, 
looking tliatched house*, not in (Contact, and each as far m 
might be with its back turned on the other, and cloaked in 
its own litter w»d privacy. Brobably no human creature will 


‘ 'Tueidsy iSth Svpttwlw, Uft th« Cw»p at Sadllu, with 8 bstesHmii an 
•quadroni, to Jobnalorfi apth, to Tttnnits,— Browne it to pan the E«er 
ttowow. l^m tba l*.piof the Fwieopet {jothl, t*t an Aaitriin Camp in the 
Main erf Loboalta, Vanguard Wvoutcka in the “ ntck " ofth# two lillii ©r a iim. 
beyond.’ Arrawar ^ CamjkKfgm if <b« NtukruMmU 

® 44 ' 4 S» 840-858) I Anonymoua of Hamhum 1 ate. ate. ^ 

VOU VI, 
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Im virtibh\ m ymt |mim llimiigli. Muvh nimw lying about, 

diii'lly wlifiv thf frw ^lumt «w>t lm»k down on it (rut tie glad 
of uuy shcili'r): in it is iititiitly «« i'xtiiict timndt; of 

straw : ludhiiig nliri', iw you }hi»s, l«it a fyw poor oxen 
langiikity wundt’riiig up ami «h»wti, fiutiing much to trample, 
liKh* (u cat. 'Hie t’m'h PupuIatiuHs (were it mil for tliat 
‘ truest itm of the Nalumnlitiin’) an* not very i«*auliftil ! 

(?loM( soutii of this jHKir lianilet is a liig Hill, cimspicuous 
with thnn; iH*aks i «j«ite at the other base of whicii, a good 
way down, lies Isihosit?., the main Village in Ihont* parts; a 
place HOW of assuhiiHi* eurii-miU ami fruit trade ; and one of 
the Htatbiw on the l>n*Mlen-I*riig Itailway. This Hill Is 
what Lloyd calls the ladmuch;* twin to which, only Hatter, 
!» Lloyd’s ‘Hmmdka Hill’ (Hill of itmtmntM in more 
modern Linns and Hooks), (’oiispicumis Heights, and impor- 
tant tt> HH Imre, — though I did not Hml the I’easants much 
know them under thoso names. By the southern shoulder 
of this Ixihosch Hill runs ttie nmd from Welmina to 
Ixilmsitz, with hranches towanis many other villages. To 
your rigid or souUieni hand, short way sonlhwani, rises the 
other Hill, which Lloyd calls Homoika Hilt; the gap or 
interval hctwwn Homoika and laihosch, jK*rhnps a furlong in 
extent, is essentially tlic /aw throngh those uplands. This 
pass, Friwlrich, at the first moment, marie snwj of ; filling the 
itanm with Imttnliuns, then* to blvotiack. H« likewise promptly 
laid hold of the two Hills, high IjoImwI) to his left, and 
lower Homoika to right; which pwcautioiiary nieastiw it is 
reckoned a fault in Browne to Imve ncglectnl, tliat night ; 
fault for which he smarttHl on the morrow. 

From this upland jmss, or neck between the two Mountains, 
Friedrich’s battalions would have hntl a fin® view, had tlie 
morning shone for them ! Liobosttx, lasilmerita, Melnick ; a 
great fertile Valley, or expanse of fruitful country, many miles 

* Mtlwr-Oenetsl Ltr^, Miitmy ^ tkt iatt W«r im Grrmmy, I7S^*7S9 
(3 voU. 410, London, 1781), I. s.ji. 
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inTreadth and length; Elbe, like a silver stripe, winding 
grandly through the finest of all his countries, before ducking 
himself into the rock-tumults of that Pirna district. The 
mountain gorges of Prag and Moldau River, south of 
Melnick, lie hidden under the horizon, or visible only as 
peaks, thirty miles and more to south-eastward; a bright 
country intervening, sprinkled with steepled towns. To 
north-westward, far away, are the Lausitz Mountains, ranked 
in loose order, but massive, making a kind of range : and as 
outposts to them in their scattered state, Hills of good height 
and aspect are scattered all about, and break the uniformity 
of the Plain. Nowhere in North Germany could the Prussian 
battalions have a finer view, — if the morning were fine, and 
if views were their object. 

The morning, first in October, was not fine; and it was 
far other than scenery that the Prussian battalions had in 
hand! — ^Friday 1st October 1756, Day should have broken: 
but where is Day ? At seven in the morning (and on till 
eleven), thick mist lay over the plain ; thin fog to the very 
hilltops ; so that you cannot see a hundred yards ahead. 
Lobositz is visible only as through a crape; farther on, 
nothing but gray sea ; under which, what the Austrians are 
doing, or whether there are any Austrians, who can say.?^ 
Leftward on the Lobosch-Hill side, as we reconnoitre, some 
Pandours are noticeable, nestled in the vineyards there : — • 
that sunward side of the Lobosch is all vineyards, belonging 
to the different Lobositzers ; scrubby vineyards, all in a 
brown plucked state at this season. Vineyards parted by 
low stone walls, say three or four feet high (parted by 
hurdles, or by tiny trenches, in our day, and the stone walls 
mere stone facings) : there are the Pandours crouched, and 
give fire in a kneeling posture when you approach. Lower 
down, near Lobositz itself, flickerings as of Horse squadrons, 
probably Hussar parties, twinkle dubious in the wavering 
mist. Problem wrapt in mist ; nothing to be seen; and all 
depends on judging it with accuracy 1 Seven by the clock : 
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■r» 1 j. j. 1 j. [ist Oct. 1756 

Deploy, at any rate ; let us cover our post ; and be in 

readiness for events. 

Friedrich’s vanguard of itself nearly fills that neck, or space 
between the Lobosch and Homolka Hills.* He spreads his 
Infantry and ‘hundred fieldpieces,’ in part, rightwards alonn 
the Homolka Hill ; but chiefly leftwards along the Loboscli^ 
where their nearest duty is to drive-off those Pandours. 
Always as a new battalion, pushing farther leftward, comes 
upon its ground, the Pandours give fire on it ; and it on the 
Pandours; till the Left Wing is complete, and all the 
Lobosch is, in this manner, a crackling of Pandour musketiy 
and anti-musketry. Right Wing, steady to its guns on the 
Homolka, has as yet nothing to do. Those wings of Infantry 
are two lines deep; the Cavalry, in three lines, is between them 
in the centre; no room for Cavalry elsewhere, except on the out- 
skirts some fringing of light horse, to be ready for emergencies. 

The Pandour firing, except for the noise of it, does not 
amount to much ; they can take no aim, says Lloyd, crouching 
behind their stone fences ; and the Prussian Battalions, steadily 
pushing downwards, trample-out their sputtering, and clear 
the Lobosch of them to a safe distance. But the ground is 
intricate, so wrapt in mist for the present. That crackling 
lasts for hocus ; decisive of nothing ; and the mist also, and 
one’s anxious guessings and scrutinisings, last in a wavering 
fitful manner. 

Once, for some time, in the wavering of the mist, there was 
seen, down in the plain opposite our centre, a body of Cavalry. 
Horse for certain : say ten squadrons of them, or 1,500 
Horse; continually manoeuvring, changing shape; now in 
more ranks, now in fewer ; sometimes ‘ chequerwise,’ formed 
like a draught-board ; shooting-out wings : they career about, 
one sees not whither, or vanish again into the mist behind. 

‘ Browne’s rearguard this, that we are come upon,’ thinks 
Friedrich ; ‘these squatted Pandours, backed by Horse, must 
be his rear-guard, that are amusing us : Browne and the 
* Sketch of Plan, p. 86. 
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Army'm> ofl*; thr hiwiriitiig «ii*wsrti« thr 

Scliandau, lh<* Firna qtmrit-r, wliih- wi< dtaiul Itii-kt iinK' ««»! idlv 
sputleriiig luav!’— W«iry <»f mirh iilU* tuiNiiiw, Eru ilri»'h iiuU-r" 
forward Tweidv af hi^ Stj»adr»niH front Uif nulro 
‘Charge nie those Atistriun |{oiMstual li t im linish this.' ’i'iu' 
Twenty Htiuattroiis, jirmtUtl hy a jaiir of fieh! pittfs. umM> 
down hill ; Htonn-in njatJi the Austrian jtitrly, storm it foi tim«!v 
into the mist; air furitnisly ehasiiig it, »h<it t tiai 

caimou-hallrrieH, dfstrortive wwi* shtd, aaaki n tm their left 
flank {halteries from Is»!»«sit/,tmi* may guess); aitil forrr them 
to draw hack. 'I’o <{raw hark, with some loss ; timl rank again, 
in an indignantly hlowti rfituiiliofi, at the fm»t of their Hil!. 
Indignant; after brief hreathiiig, they try it onee immn 
‘Don’t try it!' Erkalrieh had sent out to tell them: for 
ihe mist was clearing ; and Friedrich, on the higher ground, 
saw new important jihenomena : but it was too late. Foi 
the Twenty &i«adrons arti again ({ashing forward ; sweeping- 
down whatever is liefore them : in spite of eannon-vollrys, 
they plunge deeper and deepr into Uic mist ; come ujam • a 
ditch twelve feet broad * (big swamjjy drain, such as are still 
found there, grass-green in stniimer-tiine) ; clear said ditch , 
forward still deeper into the mist : and after three hundrod 
yards, come upon a second far wonw • ditch ’ ; {dainly im- 
passable this one,— ditch ’ they call it, though it is in fact a 
vile sedgy Brook, oozing along there (the Mtrrll ittu h, tam- 
siderablc Bnmk, lazily wandering towards ImlKwitz, where it 
disemhoguea in rather swifter fashion) and are salutwl with 
cannon, from the farther side ; mid see scrriial mnks under 
the gauze of mist : Browne’s Army, in fact ! Tlie Twenty 
Squadrons have to recoil out of Aot-range, the faster tiw 
better ; with a loss of a good many men, in thoae two citarge*. 
Friedrich orders them up Hill a^n 5 much regretful of this 
second charge, which he wish^ to hindeaf ; and }k»iiI» them to 
rearward, — where they stand *il<wit, tti# unconscbuii »tek* 
philosophers in buff, and have little farther servioe through 
the rest of the day. 


Id skvkn.ykahs n-.ui iintiiNs 1 i,„„kxv„. 
u i. .„,w n ,J| 

Ill' lliiiii 1111.1 Ils II, 

Browns- not III rvlrmt, h\ liiiv uanmsi Init in full ^rrav- 

nimuTouN, «iu \m vt-n HHnk,-a, unutiack-' 

nblc ...osllv, hvlmui that Hrauk, ur H.uh <,r .Mcrdt . 

whirh bw l«n uamnv Ibia^. s, mnnon pk-jitv tw both : 
m»‘ Hrulgi' jmiti tin* MiiiJh parts ta .S.iluwit/, (<«o- romi to 
Milowil/. iiinI ii umdil hn In IlmUKfit/ mut fltn Humalka^ 
and ilmi uia- oIIht Briilgr, Sulimiiz with 

wl,...h blh.ri,s Brown, .-.s own Hri, uniting rbht 
N-t of Brown., .o to sp..,A ; ,o.a b .til! n.tn^ 
uimt huiahhs ns tiir rmnmistan.vs. What will hVirdrich 
(brnh* on attwnpfing r 

iimt oo/.v Moivll Brook i.ssiifs on BrowofM sUk- of 
LuhoMlz, ,n!lliiij» Brownf in two. Inp is othcrwisr a!i in 
Browno.s favour. Brownr ,.xt,.,„ls ihrou^h b.lwMtz; ami 
»'y.,i., .1, nirv,, t.. „„ ,|,„ . ,.i 

Lo wMt/. art, vimhlo fonsulorabl,. rfdouht.s, «itin»ii.lHiik‘rk‘h 
and nnn-h roj^uiur nifuntry. Brown.- will b- .lifiioult to forw 
piuk-r, in tlH- Lohositz part; !«,{ y„n.i,T ulone oa„ he b- 

infantry that way; ronwiouh 
probably of that faft,*~,u.d that tht- bdam-h Ilill in not his, 

HI «'>‘'tbT«. What would not Browiw now jfive for tlw 
Lahos..h II, 11! VrstmiiKld In- n.i^dd Imu- bad if Kmlm. in a 
•naniH-r; and mdriHl did try slighfly. with bin Pandonr 
IH-opk- {durst not lit «ri-afi-r osi, -who have now mm-d 
Hputknng, and t-ow.-r ,.s{i,u-t in fht- lowi-r vim-tank tla-a- 
Browne, at «».>' rale, is rapidly sfm»K!h.-».inK liis'riKht wing, 

tmf -r ! ‘ o '" f »« that, 
cjunrkr, —whore the Brook withal in of firmer bottom and 

more waiieahk. 'riiither too is l-Vinlrieh but. So that 

LolKwitz 18 now the key of Uie Battle ; thor« will the tug of 

war iHiw hf*, 

hoWrtkftl'® ‘o rearwanl. His right wing 

holds the Homolka Hill, -that too would now be vahmbk to 
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])rowne; aiu! ratiiu^t hr hnti graliH, ! I‘’nr»!rir}i% 

left wing is on Ihr Lulnr'i'ii ; Pantlaiirs jrrrf!\ itd! 
before itj btti iujw iVoin Wrlhuti-ii ijynrt.i*r ori%' 
cowing on thitln^r, ns if IlrMwan* liikr iIh^ 

Loboscb ? Which wouhl hr \icft.irv ta liiin ; hut iiul iiin% 
possible to Bruwue. Nor wi!! hiiig srriii nn; Fiinlrii'h 
having otluT work in view for liiui r-- luaiuiitg to Inlr 

Lobosilz^ instemi of loniiig tin* Lolwisrli f-ri Iiiiii ! Fiirilurh 
pushes otit his Li*fi Wing ^ti!l fiirtlirr irfiwitnh Irl'f itiui 
downwjml wilhah to rlnir those %i.utWfiril'^lVut'rs roui|ih‘t*’lv 
of their oeeupants, Ibitulotir or Itrgiiliir, ohi ur ijr«, *Vlm is 
(lone; the vinejiinFfeiuvs swept ; ...aoel the ^s^-werpiugs diorii* 
in a more and more stormy Iksidoin lowarils IVrlhufru mid 
Lobosib; the Lohoseh falling (jiitte desjHU'itle for llioaiii** 
Henceforlli Frmfrieli dirrrta nil hm imtiistry tn tnkiiig 
Lobositz; Browne, to the defonding of it, wliieli he diwn with 
great vigour and lire; his tmiterirs, redouhl.s, doing llieir 
uttermost, and his Imttnlkms rushing on, umm of them nfter 
mass, at quick mnrelii olmtinate, fierre to a dt.grre, 11$ tlie 
heiglit of temper; and showing wieh fight as w‘i* iporr had of 
them before. Friedriclda Iwdl Wing nnd Ititmoe^s High! now 
have it to decide hclweeii them noy itilempt Ilrowne iiiiik«’s 
with his Iw*ft through Kulowit*-^ he tiiire diti, iiml oiirr 
only) is mstaiitly repressed by raitnon from the Ihminlkii liill 
And^the rest of the lifillbjtir riilher llii! lliaile ilMdf,— itir 
all hitherfti has been pickeeriiig nmi gro|ilng in ttie 
may be made coneeivabli! In few wonls, 

Friedrich onku’ii the second line of his I^^ft Wing tn iiiiirrii 
,up and join with the first; Might Wing, shoving il.f two linw 
into one, is now to cover llie m well. li;ft Wing, 

in condensed condition, shiill full down on and do 

its best.^ lliey are now ckmr of the vlneyattl-works; the 
ground is leveller, though still ilopiiig,~a three furlongs 
from the Villap, and iomewhat Ummk th« K!Im», whmt 
Brownell battalions imt mum extensively to elo^ grips ; fler» 
enough (as was said) ; the tonghest wrestle yet had with thum 
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An.frinnn.^. ftHniitg «« with ,.,„iv fiirv, muln f«”r<4 '«f 
cntu.uii ; with m«. luu. >mi ii.,jn-uMi! whv.. like our 

own. Hut nothu.K n»uUJ hv,» 1 tl»-u. ; tl.e .•uui.ter fury bci«« 
«. K>vnt. \ml to Ko Ht th,- VVellu.ten part, and cvef 

r 'T V '"‘f .*'*\‘* *’*”**■• “ *>*' Hiui (irowu- 

mg tht-n-, m the v«m ho}«- 1» swim. * Sv^vr !mv». mv troops ’ 

mtvs hrieilneh. ‘tiotu- sm-h inimfh..H «*f vnhmr. nivnlry as ioll 

iiH iiiliinti’v, MiHtf 1 iim{ the kmmur In mmmmml flmn. Bv 

UuH dmi-Iift ischicvuiHfut {Umr tie J!mr) I httv« wm what 
they t’Hu do.'* 

in hne. after some thwa* hours more of despemte tuminfr 
ant stmgglmjj, emmmi oi, both sid.-s gojuj. at a rate 
lUid iidmite musketry riiim-ty mrtridKos a Hiais on our 
nmmu sh ,»,d ammtmitiou falti,,- done’), pot without 
havouef.pnshm^-s, ajui simtiujjs with the butt of v«Hir musket 
he Anslnaus an- driveu iuto I.dms.U ; ar,« fuHmwiy pushed 
t H-H\ mid, m spite of Hew hattaiions eoiuing to the a*scue, 
arc fiurlv push«i through. These Village streets are too 
Harrow or new ladtahoiis from Brown,.; ‘Huieh of the Village 
fihould imw lH%m humt mv vtml And 

m»w sure enough, it due* get burnt; i;,h«sit. is how all on 
hn% l^v Prussmi, industry. So that the Austrians have to 
quit .t «mj ro»b or in great disonler; key of the 

Butth*, m lint Ik* ilMidf, (jiiJtu tml tii tiitiii. 

The Fnissian infantry, Ictl by the Duke of Brunswick- 

aV ^'*“*'*' *’’5'®^* I. 4). */«/,■«. 

I HmH 1 ** ^^«^*** (in (immmfiii 

t!f i i!: 'r'"’ *’** « ««« h«n.t. 

Uto i n«vd (whirh l» »t fort « mm T«n.v 

when Lliwd ”5,^ ^mrn nmw% mul crkkiim* m Lkytlj 

tfllteeat Uui aiff'* ^®"’*****®^* Frawisa SS«ior «»,) t |fsrn«>l, fe- 

te fffWm- GttMlU4 ^ 111*^^**** ^ hloyd), J*ru»»i*n sod Ausuisn Aceeunti 
%'%» to Seyirifr ’‘***‘^ te *nd the 
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Bevenf^* Govoruor of Stfttiii,' out* of liu- Ooko-FmliuKUti 
cousinry, frugal aiitl vnliiuit). gave ilu* Itight-tl iMiH>.fiH'lit»» ; 
seldom wjw such Bring* such furiouH |jushii»g; they hml •.iifut 
ninety cjvrtridgiw a jimu; wm* at last ijuiU* out «>f rartriiigri* ; 
so that Bevern hat! to say, ‘Htriko in with ha\«mcts, mrim 
Kinder ,• hutt-ciuls, or what wo have ; hmm ! ’ Our {tifiiiaiiofs 
were mainly they that burnt Utbusilz. ‘How salutan now 
would it have hwsn,’ says EjiiiHt'lfaaw l.loyd, • had Hrowiif 
had a amall battery on the oilier side of the KHh>*; wbereliy 
he might have taken them in Bank, anti »horit them into the 
wind ! I'ljnmetheuH marks thia bnltery «ii hi* Han ; and »» 
wise behiiui-hand, at a clieap rale. 

Browne's Right Wing, and prolmbly hi* Army with It, 
would have gone nmeh to {Ksniilion, now tliat ladiositii! wa* 
become Prussian— -ha<! not Hrownc, in the nick of Uie 
moment, made a masterly movement : |ms{i«l farwani iii» 
Centre and I^eft Wing, numerous liattnlioiis still fresli, to inter- 
pose between tlie chasing Pnissinns and Hum? fugilivi's. 'Phr 
Prussians, infantry only, cannot chaiw’ on such terms ; the 
Prussian cavalry, we know, i» far rearwanl on the high 
ground. Browne retirtis a mile or two, -—iiouth ward, Budin. 
ward, — not chased ; and there halts, and re-arrange* Idmwlf ; 
thinking what farther ho will do. His aim in lighting hsii 
only been to defend himself ; aiul in that hiindde aim lie lm» 
failed. Chose of the Prussians over that Homolka-I,olK>iicl» 
country, with the high groumi* rearward and the Meta! 
Mountains in their hantls, he could in no event have 
attempted. 

The question now is : Will he go back to Budin ; or will 
he try farther towartls Schandau? Nature jjoint* to tlie 
former course, in such ciroirastanoe* ; Frietlrich, by way of 
assisting, does a thing much aritnlred by Lloyd -detach®* 
Bevern with a strong party southward, out of Lohositx, whieJb 
is now his, to lay hold of Tschiwkowitz, lying Budin.ward, 
but beyond the Budin Road. Which feat, when Browne 
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hears of it, means to him, ‘ Going to cut me off from*Budin' 
then? From my ammunition-stores, from my very bread- 
cupboard ! ’ And he marches that same midnight, silently, 
in good order, back to Budin. He is not much ruined ; nay* 
the Prussian loss is numerically greater : ‘ 3,308 killed and 
wounded, on the Prussian side ; on the Austrian, 2,984, with 
three cannon taken and two standards.’ Not ruined at all ■ 
but foiled, frustrated; and has to devise earnestly, ‘What 
next ? ’ Once rearranged, he may still try. 

The Battle lasted seven hours ; the last four of it very hot, 
till Lobositz was won and lost. It was about 5 p.m. when 
Browne fired his retreat-cannon: — cannon happened to be 
loaded (say the Anecdote-Books, mythically given now and 
then) ; Friedrich, wearied enough, had flung himself into his 
carriage for a moment’s rest, or thankful reflection ; and of all 
places, the ball of the retreat-cannon lighted there. Between 
Friedrich’s feet, as he lay reclining, — say the Anecdote-Books, 
whom nobody is bound to believe. 

On the strength of those two Prussian charges, which had 
retired from case-shot on their flank, and had not wings, for 
getting over sedge and ooze, Austria pretended to claim 
the victory. ‘Two charges repelled by our gallant horse; 
Lobositz, indeed, was got on fire, and we had nothing for it 
but to withdraw ; but we took a new position, and only left 
that for want of water ’ ; — with the like excuses. ‘ Essentially 
a clear victory,’ said the Austrians ; and sang Te~deum about 
it ; — but profited nothing by that piece of melody. The 
fact, considerable or not, was, from the first, too undeniable : 
Browne beaten from the field. And beaten from his attempt 
too (the Saxons not relievable by this method) ; and lies quiet 
in Budin again, — with his water sure to him ; but what 
other advantages gained ? 

Here are two Letters, brief both, which we may as wdl 
readi 
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CIIAF. \’l.J 

5th Oct, 17563' 


BATTLK OF L0B0S1T2 


1“. Friedrich to Wilhelmina (at Baireuth) 

* TiObosite, 4 th October t 766 * 

My »,MAB S<.sTm.,-~.Y<,ur will is accomplished. Tired out by these 
Smo.i delays, I put myself at the head of my Army of Bohemia' (Keith’s 
hitherto) ; and marched from Aussig to— a Name which seemed to me 
of piod augury, being yours, -to the Village of Welmina’ (Battle was 
called oj Wdmina, by the Prussians at first). 'I found the Austrians 
hero, near lAibosite ; and, after a fight of seven hours, forced them to 
run. Nobody of your aciiuaiutance is killed, except Generals LQderitz 
mxa Q.rmi (who arc not of ours), 

I rotiirxi you a tliousaiul fcimuks for tho tender part you take in my 
lot. Would to Heaven the Valour of my Army might procure us a stable 
Peaca I I hat ought to be the aim of War. Adieu, my dear Sister; I 
embrace you tenderly, assuring you of the lively affection with which 
I am — r p # I 


T. Pritice qf Prussia to Valori (who is still at Berlin, but 
soon going as it proves, — Broglio’s explosion at the 
Lines of GrosH-Sedlite being on hand, during the King’s 
absence, in these very hours ®) 

‘Oamp of lAibosltr, Cth October 17B6. 

‘ \ ou^ will know the news of the day ; and I am persuaded you take 
part in it. All you say to me betokens the conspiracy there is for the 
dostniction of our Country. If that is determined in the Book of Fate, 
wo cannot escape it 

'Had my advice been asked, a year ago, I should have voted to 
preserve the Alliance ’ (with pm ) ' which we had been used to for sixteen 
years' (strictly for twelve, though in substance ever since 1740), and 
which was by nature advantageous to us. But if my advice were asked 
just now, I should answer, 'I'hat the s^d method being now impossible, 
we are in the ease of a ship’s oaptdn who defends himself the best he can, 
and when all resources are exhausted, has, rather than surrender on 
shameful conditions, to fire the powder-magazine, and blow-up his ship. 
You remember that of your Franfois t. — Fiwa i'hmneur; ah yes, very 
well .'—'Perhaps it will be my poor Children who will be the victims of 

these past errors,’— for such I still think them, I for my part 

'The Gazettes enumerate the French troops that are to besiege Wesel, 


* CSusrss, xxvii. i. 391, 


» October’ (Valori, ii. 353). 
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Geldem'(Wtwl tliny will kmUs, poor (Jol.lorn will'timost bmk 
their heart iirHt), ■ and take p..»ieKBion of OKt-FricHknd ; the Russian 
Deehiration’ (MaiiUeHto not worth rentliiif?) ‘ tells us Rimsia’s intentions 
for the next your* (most truculent intentions) : ' wo will defend ourselves 
to the last drop of our Wood, and perish with honour. If you have anv 
comiHel farilHif, I priiy you giva it iiici* 

‘ Komuin nlwnys ray friend ; and hcliovo that in all situations I will 
remain yours; and trying to do what ray duty is, will not forfeit the 
sentimouts on your part which have been so precious to me. Your 


‘ Pity this good Prince contcmphiting tlie downfall of his 
House,'' suggests Valori : * He dcservetl a .better fate ! He 
would be ill despair to think I had sent this Ix‘tter to your 
Excellency; but I thought perhaps you would show it to the 
King, —and that it nuglit do good one day.* The Prussians 
lay in their ‘ Camp of Ixibositz,’ postetl up and down in that 
neighbourhood, for a couple of weeks more ; waiting whether 
Browne would attempt anything toher in the fighting way; 
and, in fine, whether the solution of the crisis would fall-out 
hereabouts, or on the other side of the Hills. 


CHAPTER Vn 

THE SAXONS GIT (JUT OF FIENA ON BISMAL TERMS 

The disaster of October Ist,— for which they were trying 
to sing Te-deums at Vienna, — fell heavier on the poor Saxons, 
in their cage at Pirna: ‘Alas, where is our deliverance now?’ 
^edrichs people, in their lines here, gave them such a ‘joy- 
nring for Lobositz as Retzow has seldom heard ; huge volley- 
ings, salyoings, running-firea, starting out, artistically timed 
and stationed, thunderous, high; and borne by the echoes, 
gloomily reverberarive, into every dell and labyrinth of the 
Pima Country; — ^intended to strike a deeper damp into 

* Valofi, it *)4>ao6. 

* Valeri (to the ’Ftmuh Ministot, * latfa OotWier lyiS’), H, 904, 
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SiSrHS he.> n»t ,,m.aful t...., 

and 8tra5Kl«ivvH)> mhI linmuv mdcr, • tVt.u r mr 1 0 

poor SaxtuH ,vt .nv pm'. ! ’ And .n Ih.* r..u^ ..f ,u.t n ■ 

I week from th. n- luriu n n .l.-.airtl 

from Browne: ‘C.M.ruK'e nlill. >«• ♦•<»«••»* \ ”• 

it another way ! Only >4.u i.iUHt h..!. out td the JOh , .*« 
the lUh «l.uul io yottr to..K, and d d.a U !«’ 

Browne in lo take « •.n.rit.el Orta. luoei.t. M HUO j. . 0-, 
men, home ami fm.t ; t« make a widir .w.ej* wdh th.-M% «. n 
eastward hy the M of UumU lUlU. nnd far rimuKh fr.,.,. 
all PruHHmn nartie. and «out« ; to •n.mh, ««th «U nod 

silence, ‘thruuKh U-.hin l4-i|.n. Ka.oidtr. lii.od.urK. Sldu.k- 
enau;’ * and conm in ujam the S. haiidao nKi*m. q«»tr the 
north-cast aide ; sny, at l.uhtenhayn; »« eligihle VdloK''. 
is but seven inilc* or so from tlie Kiodgsteio, with the eh«*my 
countjy and the river iiderseoing. Monday 0.t.dwr H th. 
Browtie will arrivis iil Im^ty iisilr« m rirrluig 

march from B«din)t |»rivntely }HM.t him»elf near J.uhlenh<.; «. 
Prussian j)oiit(i,of no great strength, lying alimd of htm th« rr 
You, indignant estenimt«{ Saxons, are to g«'t yom<w U.-s n. r.«s. 
-—near the Kthiigsiein it will have to lw% onth r rou-r of the 
KBnigstcin's cannon,— on the front or riverwanl side of th.w. 
same Prussian {H»t» : rnwsing jdaix* (llnmnes Mr»«-ngrr 
settles) can be Thunnwiorf Handet, o}ijwisite the l.ilien«tem, 
opposite til® Hamlets of Mla'idieit and HaU»stai!t tliere. 
Konigstein fire will cover yoor bridge ami yiwir liuilillng 
of it 

‘Monday night next, I aay. iHwt yooraelvw there, with 
hearts Kwolnte, with jniwder dry i there, alwol the wwtmi 
roots of the Lilienstein * (lieanlifttl Show Mountain, with 
stair-stejis cut on it for ‘Pourist jwwjde, by August tlm 
Strong), ‘and avoid the Pnwoian Imttery ami alwitis wbirh i* 
on it just now ! You at Klienbeit, I at I.lcbtenbByn, Iriinined 
and braceti for action, through that Monday night. 'Powalay 
morning, the Kiinigsteoi. nt your berkonb^, 4 miH fire two 
> Retn*w, i. 6} ■ * Msp.> il. 


7« mVEN^YEAm WAE lIKfilN.H {r.nimxnL 

, 1 ' I « it .11 » 

riWiii«iii4iotM; whirh iliiill ttiriitn * All rvm]\ !it*iv ! ' Hwn 
ftjrwiin!, uni» tm llmm* hy l!ir fiui.f ; | ^||j 

iitliirk lliiiii f*v ftir Mir, Wilh right hitfli nf hh ! 1 

ti»i tutili !!i«*y itrr liyf wmk in l!iii%r hv ihniWe 

iinprtiiH, iiiiit ttrmlAiE rllyii frtiiii IhiIIi, iIh^ nin hr farm!? 
Only film* tlii’iii* -^ymi im* in liir njifii lirlil nguin; iiiici ymi 
iwirrJi iiwiiv with inn n*lm-m Hying; viiiir aiicl 


fiMi'iw liiivtf Iliry ?™|iiiingli llir i|iiriititiii nf rrt»iiig ?uul 
lirhigt* hnililing Inm il^ mimmm-n ; mnl ihfii iiirviinhlc iii^m 

Ilf * jMi^Ijitiiiriiiiiiit till tiiii 1 llti * in It mm^ rliiiiM* h$ thwii ; for 
iifil «Mi!y ttiv lltiw iliiirl iiinl mrr »lnirliT mtium^ liiil grim 
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morrow; far other sigiuillitigs a.nd mcmagingN tontorrow^ and 
tiext day, and next, from the KdingHtdn aiu! m^ighhourliood ! 
‘Wait, Kxcellenev Ft^IdmarsehalP (writer Bruld io him, xNole 
after Note, insU^ad of signalling froni the Konigstein) : ‘ do 
wait a very little! You inin no risk in waiting; we, even if 
we mmt yield, will make that our first stij)iilaUon 1" ^ Fou 

will?’’ grumblers Browne; and walls, naturally, with extreme 
impatiemte. But the truth is, the Adventure, on the Sfixon 
side of it, lias already allogtdher misgone; and becomes, from 
this point onwards, a mme series of failures, futilities and 
disastrous miseries, tragit'al to tliink of Worth some record 
here, since there are Documents abundant ;^“-esjH‘cialIy as 
FeUhnai^chall llutowski (who is General- in -diief, an oltl, 
7wt esteemed, friend of ours) has produced, or caused to be 
produced, a Narrative, which illumitmtes the Business from 
within as weOd The latter is our main Document here j 

I know not how imicli of the bhmie was Goneral : one 

eouM sunnise some laxity of effort, and a rather slovenly survey of facts, 
in that quarter. The Enterprise, frnin the first, was flatly impoHsible, 
say judges; and it is certain, poor Eutowski’’s execution was not first^ 
rate. ' How get across the Elbe?* Eutowskl had said to himself, perhapi 
not quite with the due rigour of candour proportionate to the rigoroui 
fact: * How get across the Elbe? We have copper pontoons at Pirna ; 
but they will be difficult to cart Hr we might have a hoat-bridge ; boats 
planked together two and two. At Pirna are plenty of boats ; and by 
oar and track-rope, the Eivar itself might be a road for them? Boats or 
pontoons to Kdnigsteln, by water or land, they must be got Eight 
miles of abysmal roads, our horses all extenuated? Impossible to cart 
these pontoons P said llutowski to hlmielf— Pity he had not tried it 
Ha had a weak to do those eight bad miles In ; and 2,000 lean horses, 
pickfcg grass or brown leaves, while their riders threshed. ^We will 
drag our pontoons by water, by the Elba tow-path/ thought Eutowski, 
Hhat will be easier' and forthwith set about preparing for it, secretly 
collecting boats at Pirna, steersmen, towlng-man, bridge-tackle and what 
eke will be necessary. 


* etc* Oust cited) $ compare. T^^h4cM dir Mimihiusmm^ dis 

SdcMsiken Mma (* Diary/' etc., which k the Pro wian Account i 

in Seyfarth,. il* 23 - 48 . 
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Rutowski made, at least, no delay. JBrowne s messenger, we find, kad 
come to him, 'Thursday 7th* : and on Friday night Rutowski has a 
sq\*«d of boatmen, steersmen and two score of towing peasants ready ; 
and actually gets under way. They are escorted by the due battalio’ ^ 
with fieldpieces ; — who are to fire upon the Prussian batteries, and keep- 
up such a blaze of musketry and heavier shot, as will screen the boats in 
passing. Surely a ticklish operation, this arguing a sanguine temper 
in General Rutowski ! The south bank of the River is ours ; but there 
are various Prussian batteries, three of them very strong, along the north 
bank, which will not fail to pelt us terribly as we pass. No help for it; 
—we must trust in luck ! Here is the sequel, with dates adjusted. 

Elbe River, Night of October Zth-Uh, Friday night, accordingly, so soon 
as Darkness (unusually dark this night) has dropt her veil on the 
business, Rutowski sets-forth. The Prussian battery, or bridge-head 
{tSte-de-pont), at Pirna, has not noticed him, so silent was he. But, alas, 
the other batteries do not fail to notice ; to give fire ; and, in fact, on 
being answered, and finding it a serious thing, to burst out into horrible 
explosion ; unanswerable by the Saxon fieldpieces ; and surely perilous 
to human nature steering and towing those big River-Boats. 'Loyal to 
our King, and full of pity for him ; that are we ; *— but towing at a rate, 
say of two shillings per head ! Before long, the forty towing peasants 
fling-down their ropes, first one, then more, then all, in spite of efforts, 
promises, menaces ; and vanish among the thickets,— forfeiting the two 
shillings, on view of imminent death. Soldiers take the towing-ropes; 
try to continue it a little ; but now the steersmen also manage to call 
halt : 'We won’t ! Let us out, let us out ! We will steer you aground 
on the Prussian shore if you don’t ! * making night hideous. And the 
towing enterprise breaks-down for that bout ; double-barges mooring on 
the Saxon shore, I know not precisely at what point, nor is it material. 

Saturday Night October 9th-10th, New boatmen, forty new towmen have 
been hired at immense increase of wages ; say four shillings for the 
night: but have you much good, probability, my General, that even for 
that high guerdon imminence of death can be made indifferent to tow- 
men? No, you haven’t. The matter goes this night precisely as it did 
last : towmen vanishing in the horrible cannon tumult ; steersmen 
shrieking, 'TF e will ground you on the Prussian shore ; very soldiers 
obliged to give it up ; and General Rutowski himself obliged to wash his 
hands of it, as a thing that cannot be done. In fact, a thing which need 
not have been tried, had Rutowski been rigorously candid with himself 
and his hopes, as the facts now prove to be. 'Twenty-four hours lost 
by this bad business ' (says he; 'thirty-six,’ as I count, or, to take it 
rigorously, 'forty-eight’ even) : and now, Sunday morning instead of 
Friday, at what, in sad truth, is metaphorically 'the eleventh hour, 
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Rutowski has to bethink him of his copper pontoons ; and make the 
impossible carting method possible in a day’s time,, or do worse. 

Sunday, Monday, October l(ith-l\th, By unheard-of exertions^ all hands 
and all spent-horses now at a dead-lift effort night and day^ Rutowski 
does got his pontoons carted out of the Pirna storehouse ; lands them at 
Thiirmsdorf^ — opposite the Lilienstein, — a mile or so short of Konigstein^ 
where his Bridge shall be. It is now the llth^ at night. And our 
pontoons are got to the ground^ nothing more. Every man of us, at 
this hour, should have been across^ and trimming himself to climb, with 
bayonet fixed 1 Browne is ready, expecting our signal-shot to storm-in 
on his side. And our bridge is not built, only the pontoons here. ^ All 
things went perverse,* adds Rutowski, for farther comfort: ^we' (Saxon 
Home-Army) ^had with us, except Officers, only Four Pontoneers, or 
trained Bridge-builders ; all the rest are at Warsaw;' sad thought, but 
too late to think it 1 

Tuesday, till Wednesday early (12^A-13^A), Bridge, the four Pontoneers, 
with Officers and numb soldiers doing their best, is got built Browne 
waiting for us, on thorns, all day ; Pimssians extensively beginning to 
strengthen their posts, about the Lilienstein, about Lichtenhayn, or where 
risk is ; and in fact pouring across to that northern side, quite aware of 
Rutowski and Browne. 

That same night, ISth-lSth, while the Bridge was strug- 
gling to complete itself, — ^rain now falling, and tempests 
broken out, — ^the Saxon Ajmy, from Pima down to Henners- 
dorf, had lifted itself from its Lines, and got under way 
towards Thiirmsdorf, and the crossing-place. Dark night, 
plunging rain ; all the elements in uproar. The worst roads 
in Nature ; now champed doubly ; * such roads as never any 
Army marched on before.’ Most of their cannon are left 
standing; a few they had tried to yoke, broke down, ‘and 
choked up the narrow road altogether ; so that the cavalry 
had to dismount, and lead their horses by side-paths,’— figure 
what side-paths ! Distance to Thiirmsdorf, from any point 
of the Saxon lines, caimot be above six miles : but it takes 
them all that night and all next day. Such a march as 
might fill the heart with pity. Oh, ye Rutowskis, Briihls, 
though never so decorated by twelve tailors, what a sight ye 
axe at the head of men! Dark night, wild raging weather, 

VOL. vn ^ 
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labjTinthic roads worn knee-deep. It is broad daylight, 
Wednesday 13th, and only the vanguard is yet got across, 
trailino- a couple of cannons ; and splashes about, endeavour- 
ing to*take rank there, in spite of wet and hunger ; rain still 
pouring, wind very high. 

Nothing of Browne comes, this Wednesday ; but from 
the opposite Gross-Sedlitz and Gottleube side, the Prussians 
are coming. This morning, at daylight, struck by symptoms, 

‘ the Prussians mounted our empty redoubts ’ : they are now 
in full chase of us, Ziethen with Hussars as vanguard. A 
difficult bit of marching, even Ziethen and his light people 
find it ; sprawling forward, at their cheeriest, with daylight 
to help, and in chase, not chased, through such intricacies of 
rock and mud. Ziethen’s company did not assist the Saxons ! 
They wheel round, show fight, and there is volleying and 
bickering all day ; the Saxon march getting ever more per- 
turbed. Nearly all the baggage has to be left. Ziethen 
takes into the woods near Thurmsdorf; giving fire as the 
poor wet Saxons, now much in a pell-mell condition, pass to 
their Bridge.^ Heavier Prussians are striding on to rear; 
these, from some final hill-top, do at last belch-out two 
cannon-shots : figure the confusion at that Bridge, the spe^ 
now becoming delirious there ! Towards evening, rain still 
violent, the Saxons, haggage-less, and rushing quite pell-mell 
the latter part of them, are mostly across, stm countable to 
14,000 or so ; — ^upon which they cut their Bridge adrift, and 
let the river take it. At Raden, a few miles lower, the 
Prussians fished it out ; rebuilt it more deliberately,— -^d 
we shall find it there anon. This day Friedrich, hearing 
what is afoot, has retmmed in person from the Lobositz 
Country ; takes Struppen as his headquarter, which was 
lately the Polish Majesty’s. . j 

From Browne there has nothing come this Wednesday ; 
but tomorrow morning at seven there comes a Letter from 
him, written this night at ten; to the effect: 
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* Wetlnentlay Ontolxu' Kitli, 10 km. 

lluvi^ ^ (omittiiig tlio I) ^waited 1 uh*« at Liohtenhayxi 
since 'ruesduy, expecting y<»ur sigtml camimi ; hearing nothing (d' it, 
conclude you have by tuisfortune not been able to get acrons ; and that 
the KnterpriKO is up. My <»wn position being dangerous' (Prus.Hinns of 
doui)le iny strength entrenebed within tew inileH of me), ^ 1 turn home- 
wards tomorrow at nine a.ai. ; ready tor whatever occurs till ilwn ; and 
sorrowfully say adieu/ ^ 

Dreadful weather for Browne in his bivouac, and wearisome waiting 
with Brussians and perils accumulating on him ! Browiui was ill <if lungs ; 
couglnng much ; lodging, in these vhdent iempestH, on the c<dd ground. 
A right valiant soldier and maU;, at does appear ; tlie lhjw«‘r of all the 
Irish Brownes (though they have torgoiteu him in our time), 

and of all those Irisii Exilai than traglerilly spending tliemselves in 
Austrian <|uarrelsl * You saw the grant man,* says one who seems to 
liava Iman present, ^ how ha iacrillead himself to this Enterprise. What 
Austrian Eieldmarshal hut himsalf would aver have lowered his loftiness 
to lead, in parson, bo insignificant a Datnchmanti merely for the public 
good 1 1 have seen staf-ofllcers, distingulHliad only by their Hasharies 
and insignia, who would not have stirred to inspect a vtalette wilfiout 2/>0 
men. Our Fieldmarshal was of axndher turn. Sharing with his troops 
all the hardships, none excepted, of these critical days; and in spite of a 
violejrt cough, which (jften brought the visllde blood from Ins lungs, and 
had (|u!te woim him down ; exposing himself, like the meanest of the 
Army, to the tempests of rainy weather. Think what a sight it was, 
going to your very heart, and summoning you to endurance of every 
liardsinp, — • that evenixjg ' (not said which), ^ w'hen the FiiddinarMlifd, 
wum'^out with his fatigues and hi« iliiorder, sank out of falntiiig-fits Into 
a sleep I The ground was his bad, and the itorm of chunk his coverlid. 
In crowds his hrav© war’*comrades gatharetl round ; stripped thair cloaks, 
their coats, and strove In noble rivalry whicb of them should have tlio 
happinesB to screen the Father of the Army at their own cost of exposure, 
and by any device keep the pelting of the weather from that loved 
head, r® Thera is a pictiira for you, in the heights of Lichtanhayn, fi« 
you itemn past Schaiulau, in contemplative mood ; and parhapi think of 
* Juitice to Ireland ! ' among other wid thoughts that rise, 

F'rom Tluirmsdorf to the Foiiitooni.-Brklge there was a kisni 
of roncl ; down which the Saxons iemrnbled yesterday ; and, 
by painful degrees, got wriggled aerow* But, on the other 

» JFrids (ut iuprl), p. 493 ; ill, 94^ f etc, 

* CognkiRi:*'*, 0iffm ^isrr^iMs^km Fit^rmst ii fllSS# 
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shore, forward to the Hamlets of Halbstadt and Ebenheit, 
there is nothing but a steep slippery footpath : figure what a 
problem for the 14,000 in such weather ! Then at Ebenheit, 
close behind, Browne-wards, were Browne now there, rises the 
Lilienstein, abrupt rocky mountain, its slopes on both hands 
washed by the River (River making its first elbow here, closely 
girdling this Lilienstein): on both these slopes are Prussian 
batteries, each with its abatis ; needing to be stormed that 
will be your first operation. Abatis and slopes of the Lilien- 
stein once stormed, you fall into a valley or hollow, raked 
again by Prussian batteries ; and will have to mount, still 
storming, out of the valley, sky-high across the Ziegenriick 
{Goafs-hack) ridge : that is your second preliminary operation. 
After which you come upon the work itself; namely, the 
Prussian redoubts at Lichtenhayn, and 13,000 men on them 
by this time! A modern Tourist says, reminding or m- 
forming : 

‘From the Konigstein to Pima, Elbe, if serpentine, is like a serpent 
rusliing at full speed. Just past the Konigstein, the Elbe, from west- 
ward, as its general course is, turns suddenly to northward ; runs so for 
a mile and a half; then, just before getting to the Bastd at 
suddenly to westward again, and so continues. Tourists know Raden, 
where the Prussians have just fished-out a Bridge for themselves,— with 
the Bastei high aloft to west of it. The Old Inn, hospitable 
sleepless, stands pleasantly upon the River-brink, overhung by high cliffs . 
close on its left side, or in the intricacies to rear of it, are huts and 
houses, sprinkled about, as if burrowed in the sandstone ; more comfort- 
ably than you could expect. The site is a narrow dell, narrow chasm, 
with labyrinthic chasms branching-off from it; narrow and gloomy as 
seen from the River, but opening-out even into cornfields as you advance 
inwards : work of a small Brook, which is still industriously tinkhng and 
gushing there, and has in Pre-Adamite times been a lake, and we know 
not what Nieder-Raden, this, on the north side of the River ; of Ober- 
Raden, on the south side, there is nothing visible from your Inn windows,_ 
—nor have we anything to do with it farther. An older Guide of 

Tourists yields us this second Fraction (capable of condensation) : 

‘ * To Halbstadt, thence to Ebenheit, your path is steeper and 

steeper ; from Ebenheit to the liUenstein you take a guide. The 
Mountain is conical; coarse red sandstone; steps cut for you where 
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needed : August the Strong's Hunting-Lodge {JagdhUtte) is here (August 
went thither in a grand way, 1708^ with his Wife) ; Lodge still extant, 
by the side of a wood ; — Lilienstein towering huge and sheer, solitary, 
grand, like some colossal Pillar of the Cyclops, from this round Pediment 
of Country which you have been climbing ; tops of Lilienstein plumed 
everywhere with fir and birch. Pediment also very green and woody. 
August the Strong, grandly visiting here, 1708, on finish of those stair- 
steps cut for you, set-up an Ebenezer, or Column of Memorial at this 
Hunting-Hut, with Inscription which can still be read, though now with 
difficulty in its time-worn state : 

^ Friedericus Augustus^ Rex'* (of what? Dare not say of Poland just 
now, for fear of Charles xii.), et Elector Sax,, ut Fortunam viHute^ ita 
asperam hanc Bupem primus " {primus not of men, but of Saxon Electors) 
^^superavit, Aditumque faciliorem reddi curamt. Anno 1708/' — ^Ut Fortu- 
nam virtute, As his fortune by valour, so he conquered this rugged rock 
by,' — Poor devil, only hear him ; — and think how good Nature is (for the 
time being) to poor devils and their 354 bastards ! ^ 

Brlihl and the Polish Majesty, safe enough they, and 
snug in the Kdnigstein, are clear for advancing: ‘Die like 
soldiers, for your King and Country ! ’ writes Polish Majesty, 
‘ Thursday, two in the morning ’ ; that also Rutowski reads ; 
and I think still other Royal Autographs, sent as Postscripts 
to that. From the Kdnigstein they duly fire-off the two 
Cannon-shot, as signal that we are coming; signal which 
Browne, just in the act of departing, never heard, owing to 
the piping of the winds and rattling of the rain. ‘ Advance, 
my heroes ! ’ counsel they : ‘You cannot drag your ammuni- 
tions, say you ; your poor couple of big guns ? Here are his 
Majesty'^s own royal horses for that service ! — and, in effect, 
the royal stud is heroically flung open in this pressure ; and a 
splashing column of sleek quadrupeds, ‘150 royal draught- 
horses, early in the forenoon," ® swim across to Ebenheit 

1 M. (agister) Wilhelm Lebrecht Gotzinger, Schandau und seine Umgebungen, 
Oder Beschreibung der Sdchsiscken Schweiiz (Dresden, 1812), pp, 145-148. 
Gotzinger, who designates himself as ‘ Pastor at Neustadt near Stolpen * (north- 
west border of the Pirna Country), has made of this (which would now be called 
a Tourists Guide, and has something geological in it) a modest, good little Book, 
put together with industry, clearness, brevity. Gives interesting Narrative of 
our present Business too, as gathered from his * Father 'and other good sources 
and testimonies. ® Gotzinger, p. 156. 
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accordingly, if that could encourage. And ‘ about noon, 
there is strong cannonading from the Konigstein, as signal 
to Browne,’ who is ofF. Polish Majesty looking with his 
spy-glass in an astonished manner. In vain ! Rutowski and 
his Council of War, — sitting wet in a hut of Ebenheit, with 
14i,000 starved men outside, who have stood seventy-two 
hours of rain, for one item,— see nothing for it but ‘surrender 
on such terms as we can get.’ 

‘ In fact,’ independently of weather and circumstances, the 
Enterprise,’ says Friedrich, ‘was radically impossible; nobody 
that had known the ground could have judged it other. 
Rutowski had not known it, then ? Browne never pretended 
to know it. Rutowski was not candid with the conditions ; 
the conditions never known nor candidly looked at ; and they 
are now replying to him with candour enough. From the 
first his Enterprise was a final flicker of false hope; going 
out, as here, by spasm, in the rigours of impossibility and 

flat despair. , 

That column of royal horses sent splashing across the 

jtiver, ^that was the utmost of self-sacrifice which I find re- 

corded of his Polish Majesty in this matter. He was very 
obstinate ; his Briihl and he were. But his conduct was not 
very heroic. That royal Autograph, ‘ General Rutowski, and 
ye true Saxons, attack these Prussian lines, then ; sell your 
lives like men’ (not like Briihl and me), must have fallen cold 
on the heart, after seventy-two hours of rain ! Rutowski s 
wet Council of War, in the hut at Ebenheit, rain still pour- 
ino-, answers unanimously, ‘ That it were a leading of 
the butchery’; that there is nothing for it but surrender. 
Briihl and Majesty can only answer: ‘Well-a-day; it must 

be so, then!’ ^Winterfeld, Prussian Commander hereabouts, 

grants Armistice, grants liberal ‘ wagon-loads of bread first 
of all ; terms of Capitulation to be settled at Struppen 
tomorrow. 

Friday October 15#A, Rutowski goes across to Struppen, 
the late Saxon headquarter, now Friedrich’s ; — ^Friday gone 
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fortnight was the Day of Lobositz. Winterfeld and he are 
the negotiators there; Friedrich ratifying or refusing by 
marginal remarks. The terms granted are hard enough : 
but they must be accepted. First preliminary of all terms 
has already been accepted : a gift of bread to these poor 
Saxons ; their haversacks are empty - their cartridge-boxes 
drowned; it has rained on them three days and nights. 
Last upshot of all terms is still well known to everybody : 
That the 14,000 Saxons are compelled to become Prussian, 
and ^ forced to volunteer ■* ! 

That had been Friedrich’s determination, and reading of 
his rights in the matter, now that hard had come to hard. 

‘ You refused all terms ; you have resisted to death (or 
death’s-door) ; and are now at discretion ! ’ Of the question, 
What is to be done with those Saxons? Friedrich had 
thought a great deal, first and last ; and had found it very 
intricate, — as readers too will, if they think of it. ‘ Prisoners 
of War, — to keep them locked-up, with trouble and expense, 
in that fashion ? They can never be exchanged : Saxony has 
now nothing to exchange them with ; and Austria will not. 
Their obstinacy has had costs to me; who of us can count 
what costs ! In short, they shall volunteer ! ’ 

^ Never did I, for my poor part, authorise such a thing,’ 
loudly asseverated Rutowski afterwards. And indeed the 
Capitulation is not precise on that interesting point. A 
lengthy Document, and not worth the least perusal other- 
wise ; we condense it into three Articles, all grounding on 
this general Basis, not deniable by Rutowski : ^ The Saxon 

Army, being at such a pass, ready to die of hunger, if we did 
not lift our finger, has, so to speak, become our property ; 
and we grant it the following terms : ’ 

' Kettledrums, standards and the like insignia and matters of 
honour, — carry these to the Konigstein, with my regretful respects to 
his Polish Majesty. Konigstein to be a neutral Fortress during this 
\Var. Polish Majesty at perfect liberty to go to Warsaw* (as he on the 
instant now did, and never returned). 
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^2*. Officers to depart on giving their parole, Not to serve against ua 
during this War* (Parole given, nothing like too vrell kept). 

^ 3°. Rest of the Army, with all its equipments, munitions, soul and 
body (so to speak), is to surrender utterly, and be ours, as all Saxony 
shall for the present be/ ^ 

That is, in sum, the Capitulation of Struppen. Nothing 
articulate in it about the one now interesting point,— and in 
regard to that, I can only fancy Rutowski might interject, 
interrogatively, perhaps at some length : ^ Our soldiers to be 

Prisoners of War, then ? ’ ^ Prisoners ; yes, clearly, — unless 

they choose to volunteer, and have a better fate ! Prisoners 
can volunteer. They are at discretion ; they would die, if 
we did not lift our finger ! ’ thus I suppose Winterfeld would 
rejoin, if necessary; — and that, in the Winterfeld-Rutowski 
Conferences, the thing had probably been kept in a kind of 
chiaroscuro by both parties. 

Very certain ifS 3 , Sunday 17th October 1756, Capitula- 
tion being signed the night before, Friedrich goes across at 
Nieder-Raden (where the Pilgrim of the Picturesque now 
climbs to see the Bastei ; where the Prussians have, by this 
time, a Bridge thrown together out of those Pontoons), — 
goes across at Neider-Raden, up that chasmy Pass ; rides to 
the Heights of Waltersdorf, in the opener country behind ; 
and pauses there, while the captive Saxon Army defiles past 
him, laying down its arms at his feet. Unarmed, and now 
under Prussian word of command, these ex-Saxon soldiers go 
on defiling ; march through by that Chasm of Neider-Raden ; 
cross to Ober-Raden ; and, in the plainer country thereabouts, 
are, — in I know not what length of hours, but in an in- 
credibly short length, so swift is the management, — changed 
wholly into Prussian soldiers: ‘ obliged to volunteer,'’ every 
one of them ! 

That is the fact ; fact loudly censured ; fact surely question- 
able, — ^to what intrinsic degree I at this moment do not know. 

1 In Helden-GeschichUt iii. 920-928, at full length, — ^with Friedrich’s margin^ 
noticeably brief. 
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Fact nmdi blanmblc* before the loiire j«ib!ic of iimukiml ; 
upon wliich I imvc men to their verdict. It is not « fact 
which invites ii«itath)n, an we stiall »ce f Fact how ihtoiji 
plished; by what nictlmds? llmt would lie the ejuesthm wiy» 
me; but even that is left dark. ‘The h«»r»e regiimnit*. thiw 
of heavy howe, he broke; nml thstrihuttal about, it gtawi few 
ill his own (binie tlu-Uorjw.' Thm> other htiiwe n giiueiits 
were in Poland, tlie Hole .S.istm Army now left,— of whom, at 
least of one man among whom, w« may hnjuwn i«i hear. 
‘Ten foot regiinenlH' (what was rn'kiiinHi a fault) * h« left 
together; in PruHstau muftirm, with Pnissiuu They 

were scaitcKHl up niitl tlowu ; jiul in garrimms : iml easy 
handling them : they ilesertetl by whole com)mnt«i at a timw 
in the course of this War.’* Not a niMsur® for imitation, aa 
we said ! — How Friedrich tlefeiKied such tiard conduct to Die 
Saxons F Ilciuler, I know only that Ilostiny aiwl Nmstsity, 
urged on by Saxons and othcni, wa« han! as adamant ttfam 
Friedrich at this lime; ami that Frkalridi did not the least 
dream of making any defence ;~and will have to take your 
verdict, such ns it may Iw. 

Moritz of Dcswui hwl a terribb IVinter of it, organising 
and breakingdn tlmse Saxon |wtipb,"-- got by prwa gang in 
this way. Polisli Majesty, * »iUi SOO of suite,' luu) ilriven 
instantly for Wniwaw ; pwt-borsi»i mwl |Mtlitciy fumislieil 
him, and all the Prumian {Mists ami soldietw well |(t{it ml vf 
his road,<~>rund cbown for itini to tltal end. Poor sotii, be 
never came laick. For si* ymm eutning, lie saw, fbom Waiwaw 
in the distance (amid anarrby Mwi Xir fMtmmlam, which Im 
never lackwi there), the wide Wm raging, in Hasony osjiw tally ; 
and di«I soon aftiT it was done. Nor did liriihl reture, 
except broken !»y that event, ami to db in few monftis after. 
Let us pity the jXHir fat-goose of a Miyeaty (not ilbnatumi 
at all, only stuphl and Wb); amne pity even to the diMttiietb 
phantasm Uriihl, if you can; -and thanl Heaven to bate got 
done wiUi sucii a |»air !— - 

* i*r«ti«, li. Ji, ( 1 In iiMUtl (*. iA>ao) »m* isssws 4euili. 
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Friedrich’s treatment of the Saxon Troops, Saxon Majesty 
and Country : who shall say that it was wise in all points ? 
It would be singular treatment, if it were ! In all things, 
After is so different from Before and Diirmg, The truth is, 
Friedrich hoped long to have made some agreement with the 
Saxons. And readers now, in the universal silence, have no 
notion of Friedrich’s complexities from fact, and of the loud 
howl of hostile rumour, which was piping through all journals, 
diplomacies and foreign human throats, against him at that 
time. 

^The essential passages of War and Peace,' says a certain Com- 
mentator, ^during those Five weeks of Pirna, can be made intelligible 
in small compass. But how the world argued of them then and after- 
wards, and rang with hot Gazetteer and Diplomatic logic from side to 
side, no reader will now ever know. A world-tornado extinct, gone 
think of the sounds uttered from human windpipes, shrill with rage 
some of them, hoarse others with ditto ; of the vituperations, execrations, 
printed and vocal,— grating harsh thunder upon Friedrich and this new 
course of his. Huge melody of Discords, shrieking, droning, grinding 
on that topic, through the afflicted Universe in general, for certain years. 
The very Pamphlets printed on it, — cannot Dryasdust give me the 
number of tons weight, then ? Dead now every Pamphlet of them ; a 
thing fallen horrible to human nature ; extinct forevei*, as is the wont in 
such cases.* 

I will give only this of Voltaire ; a mild Epigram, done 
at The Bklkes, in pleasant view of Eerney and good things 
coming. A bolt shot into the storm-tost Sea and its 
wreckages, by a Mariner now cheerily drying his clothes on 
the shore there;— in fact, an indifferent Epigram, on Kings 
Friedrich and George, which is now flying about in select 
circles ; 

^ Rivaux 61 m Vairiqumr deVEuphTctU^ 

I/OnoleetleNeveUf 
I/unfaitla guerre en pwate^ 

I/autre en parti bleu,^ 

‘Rivals of Mexander the Great, this Uncle and Nephew make war, 
'ixe one as a Pirate’ (seizure of those French ships), ‘the other’ (Saxony 
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stolen) Captiitn of an Aoridontiil I «» 

Freiieb noldiaw riill it,.* 

Pima was Jio houiht done than Friodrii-b ii tmuitJ t» Uh- 
‘Camp at I-obositz,' where ids vietorioii*! Keith Am*) lui 
been lying all this whili*. The Cnntp i»f’ l^diosi!/, niul all 
Camps Prussian and Aiisirian, ait* idtmd tii strike Ifn ii tent-., 
and proceed to Winter- <|tiarters, to prepaie iigaiift n.-\t 
Spring. Priedrieh set off thither OetolHa iHth ttiie kh 
day after that of WalteiNdorf) ; with intent fn |»iiiig liuHie 
Keith’s Army, and see if Hnnvne meant niiylhi«i« farlhei 
(which Browne di<l md, or dm‘s only in the uniall 'i'nljuii< }> 
way); also to mwt Sehwerin, whom he had sninniMH. d over 
from Silesia for a little eonfeii'int* then*, Sehwenn. aftn 
eating Kdnigsgriit?, t'oiiidry well, whieh wno. nil he mold 
do, as Piccaloniiiii wouhl not e«une out, nmi we know )hi«* 
strong the ground is,~~ had retinal |»i .sihwm ngnin, in due 
season (snappitig-»p, in n »haijily eomlndve nmnner. any 
Tolpatehcries that attempted ehn»e of Inmt, taken U inter 
cantonments in Kilesin, !iemli{muter Siliweidnit^ , and i, lo.w 
getting his Instnietions, hen* j« |,ionally. m tt.r tl. i«| 
Mountains, for a day or twir,’ 

Frietlrich brought hi« Keith Annv hum.- to CJrow 
to join the other Fowa* then-; and di.lniinlwl the whole into 
thetr Winter-rpiarters, C antrnrtsl far ami wirlr, ftprearhitg lart 
from lima on Imth hamU : on the left or western Iwmi, hi 
Zwickau, Freyherg, C’hemnit*, up to I,ei|i»ig. T«rK»u . *«„d 
on the right or north-east hand. Irv /.it tan. liorlit*, liaiiiwai, 
to protect tile l^ausitn ngainst Ait*triait rnriNwIk, »||dr tt 
remote Detachineiit, inuler W interfeld, wait he* t he Ikdiet 
Biver with similar view*,* All whieh ,|,wm, or •riil«l t.. t«- 
done, httr^rich cpnts t* rtms-tseiliita, Noeeuilier I -fth , aoii 
takes-up hi* ahmk at IJttfialen for thU Winter, 

Wsipole* JtiMffwtf * t« Hn tliases mn r.ta * 

* MMn-dlmkithit, tW. ' 

• In MtMtthGtMkitkt, M. 9*1 *!•»}.* t4»i i,, i-i*,, **r 
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CHAPTER Vm 
WINTER IN DRESDEN 

The Saxon Army is incorporated, then; its King gone 
under the horizon ; the Saxon Country has a Prussian Board 
set over it, to administer all things of Government, especially 
to draw taxes and recruits from Saxony. Torgau, seat of 
this new Board, has got fortified; ^1,500 inhabitants were 
requisitioned as spademen for that end, at first with wages, — 
latterly, I almost fear, without! The Saxon Ministers are 
getting drilled, cashiered if necessary; and on all hands, 
rigorous methods going forward; — ^till Saxony is completely 
under grasp; in which state it was held very tight indeed, 
for the six years coming. There is no detailing of all that ; 
details, were they even known to an Editor at such distance, 
would weary every reader. Enough to understand that 
Friedrich has not on this occasion, as he did in 1744, omitted 
to disarm Saxony, to hobble it in every limb, and have it, 
at discretion, tied as with ropes to his interests and him,* 
His management was never accounted cruel ; and it was 
studiously the reverse of violent or irregular : but it had to 
be rigorous as the facts were ; — nor was it the worst, or 
reckoned the worst, of Saxony’s miseries in this time. 

Poor Country, suffering for its Briihl ! In the Conntry, 
except for its Briihl, there was no sin against Prussia ; the 
reverse rather. The Saxon population, as Protestants, have 
no good-will to Austria and its aims of aggrandisement. In 
Austrian spy-letters, now and afterwards, they are described 
to us as ^gut Preusmch\; ^ Qixong for Prussia, the most of 
them, even in Dresden itself.’ 

Whether Fnedrich could have had much real hope to end 
the War this Year, or scare it off from beginning, may he a 

^ McldcH’- GeschichUt iih 946«956, 
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question. If he hiul, it. is tolallj disappotiitwi. The Snxon 
Govenuneut hits brought ruin on itself luul CoimtiT, but it 
has been of great tlnninge to Eriedrich, Whaihi Polish 
Majesty have consented In <li.sband hi.s .soldier.^, and receive 
Medrich with a bonh-Jhlf * Neuirulity,’ Eriedrich could have 
passed the Mountains still in lime for a heavy .stroke on 
Bohemia, which wms totally unpii'ii.ared for .such a visit. 
And he might, — from the 'Power-s of Prag, for iirstaiiee,- 
have, far more persuasively, held-oul the olive branch to an 
asitoni-shed Emj>re.sH-Que(>n : ‘ Leave me alone. Madam ; will 
you, then! Security for that; I wanted ami want nothing 
morel’ But Poli.sh Alajesty, taking on him the character of 
Austrian martyr, and Hinging hinmelf into the gulf, has 
prevented all that; luus turnwl all that the other way, 

Austria, it apponre, is quite ungmteful : ‘ Wasn’t he 
bound?’ thinks Austria, — as its wont rather k Eorgetful 
of the great dt>!iveranee wrouglit for it by poor I’olish 
Majesty; whom it could not deliver— except into ImllunilesH 
wreck! Austria, grateful or not, stands un, scat bed; has 
time to prepare its Armaments, its vocal Arguments : Atistria 
is in higher provocation than ever; and its very Arguments, 
highly vocal to the Heich ami fhe world, ‘ Is imt this »mm a 
robber, and enemy of munkiml ?' do Ei iedrich a gnait (leal of 
ill. Eriedrich’s sudden (’junpaign, instead of lamiing him in 
the heart of the Austrian States, thews to propose Peat*®, hn* 
kindled nearly »ill Europe into flames of ntge against him, — 
which will not consist in wonls merely ! Never was mlsuntler- 
standing of a man at a higher pitch: ‘Such treatment of 
a peaceable Neigh!)mir and (’rownetl IIcimI, — witiiesa it, ye 
Heavens and thou Lkrth ! ’ Dauphiness failing on her knwts 
to Most Christian Majesty; ‘Princess and dearest Hister’ to 
Most Christian Majesty’s PomjMwlour; (Specially no end of 
Pleading to the Gorman Koich, in a furious, Delphlc-Pythoncas 
or quasi-inspired tone : all this goes on. 

From the time when l*ima was blockaded, Kaisor Fran*, 
his high Consort and sense of duty urging him, Imt H m 
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busy in the Reich’s-Hofrath (kind of Privy- Council or Supreme 
Court of the Reich, which sits at Vienna) ; busy there, and 
in the Reich^’s Diet at Regensburg; busy everywhere, with 
utmost diligence over Teutschland, — forging Reich thunder. 
Manifestos, Hqf-DecretSy Dehortatoriums^ Eoccitatoriums ; so 
goes it, exploding like Vesuvius^ shock on the back of shock : 
— 20th September it began; and lasts, crescendo^ through 
Winter and onwards, at an extraordinary rate.^ Of all 
which, leaving readers to imagine it, we will say nothing, — 
except that it points towards ^ Armed Interference by the 
Reich,’ ^ Reich’s Execution Army ’ ; nay, towards ^ Ban of the 
Reich’ (total excommunication of this Enemy of Mankind, 
and giving of him up to Satan, by bell, book and candle), 
which is a kind of thunderbolt not heard of for a good few 
ages past! Thunderbolt thought to be gone mainly to rust 
by the judicious; — which, however, the poor old Reich did 
grasp again, and attempt to launch. As perhaps we shall 
have to notice by and by, among the nairacles going. 

Prance too, urged by the noblest concern, feels itself called 
upon. Prance magnanimously intimates to the Reich’s Diet, 
once and again, ‘That Most Christian Majesty is guarantee 
of the Treaty of Westphalia ; Most Christian Majesty cannot 
stand such procedures ’ ; and then the second time, ‘ That 
Most Christian Majesty will interfere practically,’ — by 
100,000 men and odd.^ In short, the sleeping world- 
whirlwinds are awakened against this man. General Dance 
of the Furies; there go they, in the dusky element, those 
Eumenides, ‘giant-limbed, serpent-haired, slow-pacing, circling, 
torch in hand’ (according to Schiller), — scattering terror and 
madness. At least, in the Diplomatic Circles of mankind ; — 
if haply the Populations will follow suit ! — 

Friedrich, abundantly contemptuous of Reich’s-thunder in 
the rusted kind, and well able to distinguish sound from 

1 In (iv. 163-174 j iii. 956 ; and indeed passim through 

those Volumes), the Originals in frightful superabundance, 

2 Held&n-Gmhkhiey iv. 34b (* 26th March 1757 ’). 
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substance in the Reich or elsewhere, recognises in all tliis 
sufficiently portentous prophecies t)f fact withal ; ami umhn-- 
stands, none better, what a p(!rilous position lie has got into. 
But lie cannot mend it;- — <!an only, as usual, do his o\n» 
utmost in it. As readers will believe he doe.s ; nml that his 
vigilance ami diligence are very great. (Anlinual, uhi(|uitous 
and at the top of his bent, one fancies his effort imist h.nve 
been, — though he. makes no noise on the subject, (k)nsidei-- 
able work he has with Hanover, tins Winter; with the pt)«)r 
English Government, and Uu'ir ‘ Army of Observation,’ which 
is to appear in the Hanover parts, verna tho.st‘ 100,000 
French, next Spring. To Hanover he has sent Sehnultnu 
(the Younger Sehmettau, Elder is now dead) in regard io 
said Army ; has made a new and cltwer Treaty with England 
(impos.sibIe to be fulfilled on poor England's part) luul 
laments, as Mitchell often does, the tragically embroiled 
condition of that Country, struggling so vehemently, to no 
pnrj)osc, to get out of bed, and not unlike slrangling or 
smothering itsrif in its own blankets, at pmsent ! With and 
in regal’d to Saxony, his work i.s of course extremely eon- 
sidcrahle; and in regard to his own Army, and its eoming 
Business, considerahl<‘st of all. Connb'r-Manifesto work, to 
state his ease in a <li.sl:inct manner, ami leave it with the 
Topulutit)ns if the I)iplomaci<Ns are deaf : this too is copiously 
proceeding; under Artists wh<» prolmhly do lujt nsjuire much 
supervision. In fact, no King living has such servants, in 
the Civil or the Military part, to execute his will. Ami 
no King so lilLle wastes hinwelf in nowes; a King who has 
good command of him-w/j;^ first of all ; not to h© thrown oflf 
his balance by any terror, any provoaition even, though his 
temper is very sharp. 

Friedrich in pemon is mainly at Dresden, Imlged in the 
Briihl Palace; — endless wardroljcs and magnificences there; 
three hundred and Hixly^four Fairs of Breeches hanging 
melancholy, in a widowed manner: Cest msex de culottes; 
montrex-moi des vertm ! Briihl is far away, in Polami ; 
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Mariam Briilil has still her Apartments in this Palace,-— a 
frugal TTIng needs only the necessary spaces. Madam Briihl 
is very busy here ^ and not to good purpose, being well seen 
into. ‘ She had a cask of wine sent her from Warsaw,’ says 
Friedrich ; ‘ orders were given to decant for her every drop of 
the wine, but to be sure and bring us the cask.’ Cask was 
found to have two bottoms, intermediate space filled with 
spy - correspondence. Madam Briihl protests and pleads, 
Friedrich not unpolite in reply ; his last Letter to her says, 

‘ Madam, it is better that you go and join your Husband.’ 

Another high Dame gets sausages from Bohemia some 
of Friedrich’s light troops have an appetite, beyond strict law, 
for sausages ; break-in, find Letters along with the other 
stuffing.^ Friedrich has a good deal of watching and coercing 
to do in that kind, — some arresting, conveyance even to 
Ciistrin for a time, though nothing crueler poved needful. 
To the poor Queen he keeps-up civilities, but is obliged to be 
strict as Argus ; — she made him a Gift too, the Night of 
Correggio, admired NoUe of Correggio; having heard that 
he sat before it silent for half an hour, on entering that fine 
Gallery, — -which is due to our Sovereign Lord and his Bruhl, 
alas ! On the other hand, Friedrich had to take from her 
Majesty’s Royal Abode those Hundred Swiss of Bodyguard ; 
to discharge the same, and put Prussians in their stead. Nay, 
at one time, on loud outcry from her Majesty, and great 
private cause of complaint against her, there was talk of 
sending the poor Royal Lady to Warsaw, after her Husband ; 
but her objection being violent, nothing came of that: Winter 
following, her poor Majesty died,** and gave nobody any 
farther trouble. 

Friedrich’s outposts, especially in the Lausitz, are a good 
deal d.isturbed by Austrian Tolpatcheries ; and do feats, heroic 
in -the small way, in smiting down that rabble. A valuable 

' de Fridiric, iv. ic&l Mitchell, ‘ 27 th March 1757’ 

p.3*i). 

• 27th Novembex 175/. 



97 


CHAP.vm.] WIN TEE IN DEES DEN 

Jan.'Marc:^ xjsjf] 

Officer or two is lost in such poor aen'ice, poor bnt indispens- 
able;* niul the troops have not nlwiijs the rt'pose which 
is intended them. Lientenant- Colonel Loudon (Seolch by 
kindred, and famous enough before long) is the soul of these 
Croat enterprises, — and gets his Colonelcy by them, in a 
njonth or two ; Hrowne recommending. Ivoudon had arrived 
too late for Lobositz, but had Inam with Browne to Hehandau; 
and, on the march homewards, <Iid a bright feat of tlx; Croat 
kind: — surprisal, very complete, of that Ilill-Castle of Tetschen 
and consitlerable Hussar Party there ; done in a style which 
caught the eye of Browne ; and wiis tlje beginning of great 
things to poor I..oudon, after his twenty years of painful 
eclipse under the Indigo Trencks, and miscellaneous Doggeries, 
Au-strian and Eussian.* 

Tetschen, therefore, will again need capture by the Prus- 
sians, if they again intend that way. And in the mean while, 
Friedrich, to counterpoise those mischievous Croat |>eoj[>le, has 
bethought him of orgauising a similar Force of his own ; — 
Foot chiefly, for, on hint of former experience, he ah-cady has 
Hussars in ejuantity. And, this Winter, there are accordingly, 
in different Kaxon Towns, tlirw Irregular Regiments getting 
rciuly for him ; three ‘ Volunteer Colonels ’ busily enlisting 
each his ‘ Free Corps,’ such the title chosen ; — chief Colonel 
of them one Mayer, now in Zwickau neighbourhood, with 6 
or 700 loose handy fellows round him, getting formed into 
strict battalion there ; * of whotn, and of whose sohliering, we 
shall hear farther. For the plan was found to answer ; and 
extended itself year after year ; and the ‘ I’russian Free 
Corps,’ one way and ajiother, made considerable noise in the 
world. 

Outwardly Friedrich’s Life is quiet; busy, none can be 

Funeral D!icour*e* (of a very curioui, panderout and terJout tone), in 

CisammaUi JVaeMek^mp II 4 $$, 464fttQ» 

^ Lu ¥ii du MdmarMai Jiurm di L&u^n (Tmni'ktion of m% Ffattfi 
mans 4 Vienne ct 4 ftri»i i^p), I 1-32* 

* Faull {out oldfliffasc friend), 

(9 toll, IMk, 1759.1764), ill 159, i Mayr* 

fOL, m, ■ g, ' . 
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more so ; but to the onlooker, placid, polite especially. He 
hears sermon once or twice in the Kreuz-Kirche (Protestant 
High Church); then next day will hear good music, de- 
votional if you call it so, in the Catholic Church, where her 
Polish Majesty is. Daily at the old hour he has his own 
Concert, now and then assisting with his own flute. Makes 
donations to the Poor, and suchlike, due from Saxon Sover- 
eignty while held by him ; on the other hand, reduces salaries 
at a sad rate : Guarini, Queen'^s Confessor, from near 2,OOOZ. 
to little more than 300Z., for one instance ; — cuts-oflP about 
25,000Z. in all, under this head.^ And is heavy with billet- 
ing, as new Prussians arrive. Billets at length in the very 
Ambassadors’ Hotels, — and by way of apology to the Excel- 
lencies, signifies to them in a body : ^ Sorry for the necessity, 
your Excellencies: but ought not you to go to Warsaw rather? 
Your credentials are to his Polish Majesty. He is not here; 
nor coming hither, for some time ! ’ Which hint, I suppose, 
the Excellencies mostly took. From his own Forests there 
came by the Elbe great rafts of firewood, to warm his soldiers 
in their quarters. Once or twice he makes excursions, of 
a day, of two days ; to the Lausitz, to Leipzig (through 
Freyberg, where he has a post of importance) ; — very gracious 
to the University people: ‘Students be troubled with soldier- 
ing? Far from it, ye learned Gentlemen, servants of the 
Muses ! Recruitment, a lamentable necessity, is to go on 
under your own OflBcial people, and wholly by the old 
methods.’^ 

Once, and once only, he made a run to Berlin, January 
4th- 13th, 1757 : the last for six years and more. Came 
with great despatch. Brother Henri with him, whole journey 
in one day; got ^to his Mother’s about 11 at night.’® A 

^ iv. 306 (‘December 1756 ’)• 

* Ibid, iv. 303-313; Univtrsitatsanschlag zu Leipzig, W 6 gen der Werbung 
(* University-Placard about Enlisting’ : in GesammelH Nachrickten, i 8ri). 

• Ib, iv. 308. 
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joyful meeting for the kindred : cheerful light-gleam in the 
dark time, so suddenly eclipsed to them and others by those 
hurricanes that have risen. His Majesty seems to be in 
perfect health ; and wears no look of gloom. At Berlin is 
no Carnival this year ; all are grave, sunk in sad contempla- 
tions of the future. Of his businesses in this interval, which 
were many, I will say nothing ; only of one little Act he did, 
the day before his departure : the writing of this Secret Letter 
of Instructions to Graf Finck von Finckenstein, his chief 
Home Minister, one of his old boy-comrades, as readers may 
recollect. The Letter was read by Count Finck with profound 
attention, 11th January 1757, and conned over till he knew 
every point of it ; after which he sealed it up, inscribing on 
the Cover : ^ Hdchsteigenhdndige wnd gmz geJieime ’ — ^that is, 
^ Highest- Autographic and altogether Secret Instructions, by 
the King, which, with the Appendixes, were delivered to me, 
Graf von Finckenstein, the ISth of January 1757.’ In this 
docketing it lay, sealed for many years (none knows how 
many), then unsealed, still in strict keeping, in the Private 
Royal Archives,^ — ^till on Friedrich’s Birthday 24th January 
1854, it was, with some solemnity, lithographed at Berlin, 
and distributed to a select public, — as readers shall see. 

‘ Secret Instruction for the Gref von Finch 

‘Berlin, lOth January 1757. 

* In the critical situation our affairs are in, I ought to give you my 
orders, so that in all the disastrous cases which are in the possibility of 
events, you be authorised for taking the necessary steps. 

‘^1®. If it chanced (which Heaven forbid) that one of my Armies in 
Saxony were totally beaten ; or that the French should drive the 
Hanoverians from their Country' (which they failed not to do), ^ and 
establish themselves there, and threaten us with an invasion into the 
Altmark ; or that the Russians should get through by the Neumark, 
—you are to save the Royal Family, the principsd (Land- 

Schedules, lists of Tax-dues), *the Ministries and the Directorium* 
(which is the central Ministry of all). it is in Saxony on the Leipzig 


1 Freuss, i. 449* 
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Bide that we are beaten, the fittest place for the removal of the Royal 
Family, and of the Treasure, is to Ciistrin : in such case the Royal 
Family and all above-named must go, escorted by the whole Garrison’ 
of Berlin, ‘ to Custrin. If the Russians entered by the Neumark, or if a 
misfortune befell us in the Lausitz, it would be to Magdeburg that all 
would have to go : in fine, the last refuge is Stettin,— but you must not 
go till the last extremity. The Garrison, the Royal Famfiy and the 
Treasure are inseparable, and go alvrays together : to this must be added 
the Crown Diamonds, tbe Silver Plate in the Grand Apartments,— which, 
in such case, as weU as the Gold Plate, must be at once coined into 
money. 

‘ If it happened that I were Killed, the Public Affairs must go on with- 
out the smallest alteration, or its being noticeable that they are in other 
hands : and, in this case, you must hasten forward the Oaths and 
Homagings, as well here as in Preussen; and, above all, in Silesia. If 
I should have the fatality to be taken prisoner by the Enemy, I prohibit 
all of you from paying the least regard to my person, or taking the least 
heed of what I might write from my place of detention. Should such 
misfortune happen me, I wish to sacrifice myself for the State ; and you 
must obey my Brother,-who, as weU as all my Ministem and Generals, 
shall answer to me with their heads. Not to offer any Province or any 
Ransom for me, but to continue the War, pushing their advantages, as 

if I never had existed in the world, 

‘ I hope, and have ground to believe, that you. Count Fmck, will not 
need to make use of this Instruction : but, in case of misfortune, 1 
authorise you to employ it ; and, as mark that it is, after * 
sound deliberation, my firm and constant wiU, I sign it with my 
and confirm it with my Seal.’ 

Or, in Friedrich’s own spelling etc., in Friedrich’s own hand, 
so far as our possibilities permit : 

‘ Instruction Secrete Pour le Conte define 

‘ Berlin, ee 10 de J mvu. 1767 . 

‘Dane La Situation Critique ou ee trouvent noe affairee dma Vove 
donnir mes Ordree pour que dam tout Lee Coe Malheureur qmeont dam la 
poeeimti dee Evenemene voue Soydr autorieed aur^rtie quUfaut 
1)1 SW anvoU {de quoi le (Ml preserve) quune de mes Armdee en Sarse^ 
fui totnllement batt&e, ovUen que Lee franqais chassaseent Lee 
de Lfur pais etn etablieeent et nous menaeeasaent d un Invaeeim dans la 


1 Yes j but there follows no ‘ a) ’ anywhere, such the haste I 
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iwK/trS’ o« <im Im mum pmntrmmt pur U Koxmlh MutcU, U 
fautSam^r la famille Itonule, ks priridiuau^v Ahiiuir^ tt k 

mlcZc sCnom mm. batim m du CW de kip.da Lj, Imu lu 

Xpropre pour U tramport de La famillo *t du Trmor f.ta Cmtru, d 
%ut In L Ca. que la familk Royalle at touts oidosus nornS* ailknt os Corl, .. 
T touts La oLmssm a Custrin. Si ks Hussos mtroknt ;«»• la L mmk 
Marche ou quit nous ariimt un Malheur en Ltrnce, it /audrod que tout Se 
transportat a Muqdebourg, enjln Le DeriMr rejuge est a l^tetem , nua« xl w 
faut I alkr qu’a La Dermere exstremM La (SuarnisHon lafumtlk luu/ulk et 
fe TmsortLit Inseparables et vont toujours ensemble xl Jaut y ajmder tes 
mZZ de l cJronne, et Vargenterie des Qrmds Apartmenk qux 
vareil e.as ainsi qxie la Veselk d’or doit etre incmtinant SUmoyfe. t'd drumxt 
^ •* fufi U faut aue to atfairf^ Contmumt Imtr tram mtm ta Mmndrti 

Cas xl faut hakr Sermons et homages tant id qu'm prusse et 
Silesi/ Si favois lafataliti d'etre pris prissonUr par knemy, jet kf end 
^l^mArnliMoindre egard pour ma perssonne niqu'onfasse Sa Mjnndre 
TZZ mr Te <iue j! pourois ecrire de Ma mtention, Si pareU Mathmr 
ifarLu je VeJ J SacrifflUr pour L'Etat et ii faut qu on oMsse a Mon 

frere le quei aimi qm tmt Mei MinMn$ $t m$ 

^kur Tern qu'on qffrira ni province ni ransson pour moyet que ton rJonrtnMm 
t lmrre mpoZantSesavantages tout Come H Je n'avais Jamais esskk 
dans k Monde, fespere et Je dois Croire que Vous Conte fnn n uurtM pas 
tml usage de Cette InstrucRm rmi, en ,as 

nx.torisse a L’EmtdoySr, et Marque que (feet apres Cne Mure et saxxie 
Deliberation Ma ferme et Canstante Volonti Je k Signe de Ma Main et la 

Muni de man Cachet , PmtjWRW It.' * 

These, privately made law in this manner, are Friedri^s 
fixed feelings and resolutions ; — how fixed is now fn^er 
apparent by a fact which was then still more pnvate, 

guessable long afterwards only by ‘““J ”f?*’ 

dearly known so long as Friedrich lived ; the fact tlmt he 
had (now most probably, though the date is not known) 
provided poison for himself, and constantly wore it about his 
person through this War. ‘ Five or six small pills, m a small 
glass tube, with a bit of ribbon to it'; ftat stern relic lay, 
in a worn condition, in some drawer of Iricdnchs, after 

I Facsimile of Autograph (Berlte, 34th January 1854) where !» some IwaUWInd 
History of the Document, Printed also in OStmw, **v. 3 i 9 -a 3 < 
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Friedrich was gone.^ For the Facts are peremptory ; and a 
man that will deal with them must be equally so. 

Two days after this Finck missive, Friday 12 th, Friedrich 
took farewell at Berlin, drove to Potsdam that night with his 
Brother, to Dresden next day. Adieu, Madam ; Adieu, 0 
Mother ! said the King, in royal terms, but with a heart 
altogether human. ‘May God above bless you, my Son!’ 
the old Lady would reply : — and the Two had seen one 
another for the last time ; Mother and Son were to meet nc 
more in this world. 


^ Preuss, ii, i75> 3^5 



BOOK XVIII 

SEVEN-YEAIIS WAR RISES TO A HEIGHT 

1767-1759 


CHAPTER I 
the campaign opens 

Sfidom was there soon such a combination against any mm 
as' tins agaitmt FricHlridi, after his Siaon i>erfonnanccs in 
1766 'The extent of Im Bin, whieh k now aHcertAiiRxl to 
have been wimt we saw, was at that time cu«Hi<Jfmi to 
transcend all computation, and to mark him out ior partition, 
for suppression and enchaimnent, as the general enemy of 
mankind. ‘Partition him, cut him down,’ said the Great 
Powers to one another j and are busy, as never before, m 
raising form, inciting new allianm and aillmg-out the 
general posse amiiatus of mankind, for that salutaiy object. 
What tempestuous fuhninations in the Reichstag, and over 
all Europe, England alone excepted, against this man 1 

Latterly tlie Sweilcs, who at iirst luul conipunctums on Mic 
score of Protestantism, have agrml to join in the Partitioning 
adventure: ‘It brings us his Poinmern, all iommem oiirsl 
cry the Swedish Parliamentary Eloquences (with hrench gold 
in their pocket): ‘At any rale,’ whisper they, ‘ »t spiks the 
Queen his Sister!’ — ^and drag the poor Swedish Nation into 
a series of disgraces and disastrous platitudes it was little 
anticipating, lliis precious Fiencn-Swedish Bargmn (‘ Swedes 
to invade with «5.000 ; France to give fair sulwidy, and 
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bribe largely) was consummated in March but did not 
become known to Friedrich for some months later ; nor was 
it of the importance he then thought it, in the first moment 
of surprise and provocation. Not indeed of importance to 
anybody, except, in the reverse way, to poor Sweden itself, 
and to the French, who had spent a great deal of pains and 
money on it, and continued to spend, with as good as no 
result at all. For there never was such a War, before or 
since, not even by Sweden in the Captainless state ! And 
the one profit the copartners reaped from it, was some dis- 
countenance it gave to the rumour which had risen, more 
extensively than we should now think, and even with some 
nucleus of fact in it as appears, That Austria, France and the 
Catholic part of the Reich were combining to put-down Pro- 
testantism. To which they could now answer, ‘ See, Protestant 
Sweden is with us ! ’ — and so weaken a little what was pretty 
much Friedrich’s last hold on the public sympathies at this time. 

As to France itself, — ^to France, Austria, Russia, — bound 
by such earthly Treaties, and the call of very Heaven, shall 
they not, in united puissance and indignation, rise to the 
rescue ? France, touched to the heart by such treatment of 
a Saxon Kurfurst, and bound by Treaty of Westphalia to 
protect all members of the Reich (which it has sometimes, to 
our own knowledge, so carefully done), is almost more ardent 
than Austria itself. France, Austria, Russia ; to these add 
Polish Majesty himself; and latterly the very Swedes, by 
French bribery at Stockholm : these are the Partitioning 
Powers ; — and their shares (let us spare one line for their 
shares) are as follows. 

The Swedes are to have Pommem in whole ; Polish-Saxon 
Majesty gets Magdeburg, Halle, and opulent slices there- 
abouts; Austria’s share, we need not say, is that jewel of a 
Silesia. Czarish Majesty, on the extreme East, takes Preussen, 
Konigsberg-Memel Country in whole; adds Preussen to her as 
yet too narrow Territories. Wesel-Cleve Country, from the 
^ ’gist Marcli 17157’ (Stenrel, v. 38 ; etc.) 
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itheTSrWestern extremity, Franco mil take that clipping, 
and make much of it. These ap <,uite 
engagements, engrossed on careful parchinuit, th , . J g 
1767, and I suppose not yet boiled-down into glue, Imt «t> 
to be found in dusty corners, with the tape much fmkHi. Ihi 
high heads, making preparation on the due scah', think them 
not only executable, but indubitable, and almost ns gowl a* 
done. Push home upon him, as united I'osse ( omiiatUH ot 
Mankind; in a sacred cause of Polish Majesty ami I ublte 
Justice, how can one malefactor rt!HiHti' ^ Alu nut tns^tlurf 
Reine,' and ‘Oh, my deai-est Priucess and Cousm, wlmt a 


chance has turned up I , ^ • 

It is computed that there are arrayed against tlm one 
King, under their respective Kings, Eniprww*0^>*^^'**» tiwetimh 
Senates, Catins and Pompadours, populations to the amount 
of above 100 millions, — in after stages, I rememtier to have 
seen ‘160 millions’ loosely given as the exaggerated cipher. 
Of armed soldiers actually in the field against him 
Hanover and him), in 1767, there are, by strict eount, 
430,000. Friedrich’s own Dominions at this lime contain 
about Five Millions of Population ; of Jtevenue somewhat less 
than Two Millions sterling. New laxes hi* eaniHit legally, 
and will not, lay on Ids People. His Sthnin (n’lidy-moiwy 
Treasure, or Hoard yearly aecuinulating for such end) is, I 
doubt not, well filled,— expnas amount not mentionwh Of 
drilled men he has, this Year, 160,000 for th® field; 
portioned out thriftily, — a* well beseems, against Four 
Invasions coming on him from different jHiint*. In the field, 
160,000 soldiers, probably the best that ever were ; and in 
garrison, up and down (ins Country being, by natnro, th® 
least defensible of all Countries), near 40,000, which hw 
reckons of inferior quality. So stands the account.* Unsw 


* steniel, iv. 308, 306, v. 391 R*nk«, HI. 4IS S **«>«»». H- 3*91 <*J. »»<> 

substtHtially trwei I ilauljt tsol | hM lluli ©f It »i titiftllt 

conclusively distinct as it ought» In til lltmsi to toi teniii bf tlite 
pooT Drytiduit known whtt be wti doing. 
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are, arithmetically precise, his resources , — phis only what may 
lie in his own head and heart, or funded in the other heads 
and hearts, especially in those 150,000, which he and his 
Fathers have been diligently disciplining, to good perfection, 
for four centuries connie the time. 

France, urged by Pompadour and the enthusiasms, was 
first in the field. The French Army, in superb equipment, 
though privately in poorish state of discipline, took the road 
early in March; ^ March 26th and STth,** it crossed the 
German Border, Cleve Country and Koln Country ; had been 
rumoured of since January and February last, as temfically 
grand ; and here it now actually is, above 1 00,000 strong, — 
110,405, as the Army-Lists, flaming through all the News- 
papers, teach mankind.^ Bent mainly upon Prussia, it would 
seem ; such the will of Pompadour. Mainly upon Prussia ; 
Marechal d’Estrees, crossing at Koln, made offers even to his 
Britannic Majesty to be forgiven in comparison ; ^ Yield us a 
road through your Hanover, merely a road to those Halber- 
stadt-Magdeburg parts, your Hanover shall have neutrality i ’ 
^Neutrality to Hanover?’ sighed Britannic Majesty; "^Alas, 
am not I pledged by Treaty ? And, alas, withal, how is it 
possible, with that America hanging over us?’ and stood 
true. Nor is this all, on the part of magnanimous Prance : 
there is a Soubise getting under way withal, Soubise and 
30,000, who will reinforce the Reich’s Armament, were it on 
foot, and be heard of by and by I So high runs French 
enthusiasm at present. A new sting of provocation to Most 
Christian Majesty, it seems, has been Friedrich’s conduct in 
that Damiens matter (miserable attempt, by a poor mad 
creature, to assassinate, or at least draw blood upon the Most 
Christian Majesty ; about which Friedrich, busy and oblivious, 

^ Helden-GeschicMe^ iv. 39 1 1 iii, 1073. 

’ ‘ Evening of sth January 1757’ (exuberantly plentiful detail* of it, and of 
the horrible Law-procedures which followed on it: in Adelung, viii. lo 7 -s 30 ' 
Barbier, etc. etc.). -v wi » 
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had never, in common pohtene.ss, bcon nt the pains to coiuiolo, 

compliment, or take any notice whatever. And will now Uiko 

the consequences, a.s due ! — 

The Wesel-Cleve Countries these French liiul nhandoned : 
Friedricli’s garrisoius have had orders to hring-ofl' the artilU'ry 
and stores, blow-up what of the works are auitalde for blowing- 
up; and join the ‘Britannic Army of Observation’ which is 
getting itself together in those regions- Considerable Army, 
Britannic wholly in the money part: new Hanoverians so 
many, Brunswickem, Buckelmrgei-s, Sachsen-Golhaers so many ; 
add those precious Hanoveriau-Hessian 20, 000, whom we 
have had in England guarding our liberties so long, — ^who 
axe now shipped-over in a lot ; fair wind and full sea tt> them. 
Army of 60,000 on paper; of effective more than 50,000; 
Headquarters now at Bielefeld on the Weser ; — where, * April 
16th,’ or a few days later, Royal Highness of Cumherlnnd 
comes to take command ; likely to make a fine figure ngiunst 
Marechal d’Estroes and his 100,000 French! But there wjns 
no helping it. Friedrich, through Winter, has had Sehmefian 
earnestly flagitating the Hanoverian Ollleialilies : ‘'Die Weser 
is wadcable in many places, you cannot defend the Weser ! ' 
and couasclling and {ilcading to all lengths,— without the 
least effect. ‘ Wants to save his own Halherstadt lands, at 
our expense ! ’ Which was the idea in lAindon, too ; ‘ llon’t 
we, by Apocalyptic Newswriters and eyesight of our own, 
understand the man ? ’ Pitt is by this time in Office, who 
porhai)s might have judged a little otherwise. But Pitt’s 
scat is altogether temporary, insecure; the ruling deities, 
Newcastle and Royal Highness, who withal are in standing 
(juatTol. So that PViedrich, Schinettau, Mitchell pkawled to 
the deaf. Nothing hut ‘ Defend tlie Weser,’ and ignomut 
Fatuity ready for the Impossible, is to be made out there. 
‘Cannot help it, then,’ thinks Friwlrich, often enough, in had 
moments ; ‘ Army of Observation will have its fate. Happily 
there are only 5,000 PrussiauB in it, Wesel an<l tljo other 
garrisons given up 1 ’ 
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Only 5,000 Prussians: by original Engagcment,^*theM 
should have been 26,000 ; and Friedrich’s intention is even 
45,000 if he prosper otherwise. For in January 175T 
(Anniversary or nearly so, of that N-mirality Convention last 
year), there had been, — encouraged by Pitt, as I could 
surmise, who always likes Friedrich,— a definite, much closer 
Treaty qf Alliance, with ‘Subsidy of a million sterling,’ Anti- 
Russia ‘Squadron of Observation in the Ualtic,’ ‘25,000 
Prussians,’ and other items, which I forget. Forget the more 
readily, _ as,_ owing to the strange state of England (near 
suffocating in its Constitutional bedclothes), the 'Preaty could 
not be kept at all, or serve as rule to poor England's exertions 
for Friedrich this Year; exertions which were of the willing- 
minded but futile kind, going forward pell-mell, not bv plan, 
and could reach Friedrich only in the lump,— 1 «m 1 there been 
any ‘ lump ’ of them to sum together. But Pitt had gone 
out ; we shall see what, in Pitt’s absence, there was 1 So 
that this Treaty 1757 fell quite into the waste-basket (not 

to say, far deeper, by way of ‘pavement’ we know where 

and is not mentioned in any English Book; nor was known 
to exist, till some Collector of such things printctl it, in com- 
paratively recent times.^ A Treaty 1757, which, except a« 
emblem of the then quasi-enchanted condition of England* 
and £w Fore-shadow of Pitt’s new Treaty in January 1768, 
and of three others that followed and kept to the letter 
is not of moment farther, ’ 


Rekh's Thmder, ati^t Survey qfit ,• with Qtmthn, 
Whitherward, ^amy whither f 

. JuneJerous fulminations in the ReichVDiet,— an 
injured Saxony complaining, an insulted Kaiser, after vain 
^-AortotoriMWM, reporting and denouncing, ‘ Horrors such as 
these ; What say you, O Reich?’— have been going-on since 

Koch has^n? *«• 3®. who copi« what 
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Eimire asscmblwl the wild-honra of the %vorhh all or^ ouwUy 
all cot tog(‘tlun‘, and each with a knife just stuck into its 
side, by a felonious individual too well known,™~you will have 
some notion of the sound of these IhinKs. hVicdrich sonie- 
tiuK's i-enu)nslraU'H : ‘Cannot yon spare such phraseology, un- 
seemly to Kings? The <pjim'c!s of Kings have to he decided 
by the swonl ; what profit in unseemly langiiage, Madatn ? 
hut, for the first year and more, there wjia no abatement on 
the Austrian part. 

Friedrich’s own Delegate at Rcginwhurg, a Baron von 
Plotho, come of old Bnmdeubnrg kindml, is a resolute, ready- 
tongued, very undaunlwl gt*nt!einan ; leaniitl in Diplomacies 
and Reich’s l*aw ; carries his head high, anti always has his 
story at hand. Argument gnaimlcHl on Reich’s Ijiw and the 
nature of the case, Plotho never lacks, on spur t)f the hour : 
anti is indcetl a very comincndahle parliamenlary untsliff; and 
honourable anti mehxlious in t!»c bark t»f him, ctimpartsl with 
tliose infuriatetl porcine sjwciinens. He has Kur-Iianover for 
ally on common occasions, anti gt'ncrally frttm most Protestant 
memlvers individually, or from the ICvanfftUtvmm in 

mass, some fwhle whimper of wipport. Fintis tlifliculty in 
getting his Reich’s Pleiulings printetl <langt‘rt>U8, everywhere 
in those Southern Parts, to print anythit.g whatever that is 
not Austrian ; so that Plotho, at length, gttts printers to him- 
self, anti sets-up a Printing-PreiMi in his own house at Ue^ns- 
burg. He tlid a grt'at deal of mmortms plmding for Frietl- 
rich; proud, tleep-voiml, ruf^ily logical; fairly Isoyond the 
Austrian tpmHly in many cases, — anti always far briefer, winch 
is another high merit. Octoter coming, we purpt*» to look- 
in upon Plotho for one mimite; ‘ (MoIht Hlh, 17ST ’; 
which may be reckonetl essentially the wniie or tnniing.point 
of these unpleawtiit tlumderings.’ . 

What good he did to Friotirich, or could !»ave done with 
tih® tongue of angels in such an audienoj, w« do not accurately 
know. Some good he would do even in the ReitdiS'Diefc 
> i«. 74S S>* 
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there ; and out of doors, over a German puhlic, stiii more ; 
and is worth his frugal wages, — say 1,OOOZ, a year, printing 
and all other expense included 1 This is a mere guess of 
mine, Dryasdust having been incurious: but, to English 
readers it is incredible for what sums Friedrich got his work 
done, no work ever better. Which is itself an appreciable 
advantage, computable in pounds sterling ; and is the parent 
of innumerable others which no Arithmetic or Book-k^ping 
by Double Entry will take hold of, and which are indeed 
priceless for Nations and for persons. But this poor old bed- 
ridden Reich, starting in agonistic spasm at such rate: is it 
not touching, in a Corpus moribund for so many Centuries 
past! The Reich is something; though it is not much, 
nothing like so much as even Kaiser Franz supposes it. 
Much or not so much, Kaiser Franz wishes to secure it for 
himself; Friedrich to hinder him, — and it must be a poor 
something, if not worth Plotho’s wages on Friedrich’s part. 

It would insult the patience of every re^er to go into 
these spasmodic tossings of the poor paralytic Reich ; or to 
mention the least item of them beyond what h^ some result, 
or fraction of result, on the world’s real affairs. We shall 
say only, therefore, that after tempests not a few of porcine 
squealing, answered always by coimter-latration on the vigilant 
Plotho’s part; — squealing, chiefly, from the Reich’s-Hofrath 
at Vienna, the Head Tribunal of Imperial Majesty, which sits 
judging and denouncing there, touched to Ihe soul, as if by a 
knife driven into its side, by those unheard-of treatments of 
Saxony and disregard to our Dehortatoriwm, and which bursts- 
out, peal after peal, filling the Universe, Plotho not unvigilant; 
—the poor old Reich’s-Diet did at last get into an acting 
posture, and determine, by clear majority of 99 against 60, 
that there should be a ‘ Reich’s Execution Army ’ got on foot. 
Reich’s Execution Army j:o coerce, by force of ^s, this 
nefarious King of Prussia into making instant r^frtufron to 
Saxony, with ample damages on the nail ; that ^ht te done 
to Kurfursts of this Reich. To such height of vigour has the 
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Reich’s-Diet gone ; — and was voting it at Regensburg January 
10th, 1757;^ that very day when nefarious Friedrich at 
Berlin, cage-hardened in iniquity to such a pitch, sat writing 
his Instruction to Count Finch, which we read not long since. 
Simultaneous movements, unknown to one another, in this 
big wrestle. 

Reich’s-Diet perfected its Vote ; had it quite through, and 
sanctioned by the Kaiser’s Majesty, January 29th : ‘Arming 
to be a triplum' (triple contingent required of you this time); 
with Romish-months (Romermonate) of cash contributions from 
all and sundry (rigorously gathered, I should hope, where 
Austria has power), so many as will cover the expense. Army 
to be got on actual foot hastily, instantly if possible : an 
‘ eilende Reichs-Executions-Armee ' ; so it ran, but the word 
eH&nde (speedy) had a mischance in printing, and was struck- 
off into elende (contemptibly wretched) : so that on all Market- 
Sqiiares, and Public Places of poor Teutschland, you read 
flaming Placards summoning out, not a speedy or immediate, 
but ‘ a miserable Reich’s Execution Army ! ’ A word which, 
we need not say, was laughed at by the unfeeling part of the 
public; and was often called to mind by the Reich s Execution 
Army’s performances, when said speedy Army did at last take 

the field. . 

For the Reich performed its Vote; actually had a Reich s 
Execution Army ; the last it ever had in this world, not by 
any means the worst it ever had, for they used generally to be 
bad. Commanders, managers are named, Romermonate are 
gathered in, or the sure prospect of them ; and, through May 

June 1767, there is busy stir, of drumming, preparing and 

enlisting, all over the Reich. End of July, we shall see the 
Reich’s Army in Camp ; end of August, actually in the field ; 
and later on, a touch of its fighting withal. Many other 
things the Reich tried against unfortunate Friedrich, — gradual 
advance, in fact, to Ban of the Reich ^or total anathema and 
cutting-off from fire and water ) : but in none of these, in Ban 

1 a53-3oa-33o; Steniel, V. 3 a. 
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did it come to practical result at all, or 
acquire the least title to be remembered at this day. Finis 
of Ban, some eight months hence, has something of attractive 
as futility, the curious Death of a Futility. Finis of Ban 
(October 14!th, already indicated) we may for one moment 
look-in upon, if there be one moment to spare ; the rest — 
readers may fancy it ; and read only of the actuality and 
fighting part, which will itself be enough for them on such a 

matter. 

Friedrkh muldenly marches on Pra^ 

Four Invasions, from their respective points of the compass, 
north-east, north-west, south-east and south-west : here is a 
formidable outlook for the one man against whom they are 
all advancing open-mouthed. The one man,— with nothing 
but a Duke of Cumberland and his Observation Army for 
backing in such duel,— had need to look to himself 1 Which, 
we well know, he does ; wrapt in profoundly silent vigilance, 
with his plans all laid. Of the Four Invasions, three, the 
Russian, French, Austrian, are very large ; and the two latter, 
especially the last, are abundantly formidable. The Swedish, 
of which there is nunouring, he hopes may come to little, or 
not come at all. Nor is Russia, though talking big, and 
actually getting ready above 100,000 men, so immediately 
alarming. Friedrich always hopes the English,^ with their 
guineas and their nmnngements, will do something for him 
in that <iuarter ; and he knows, at worst, that the Russian 
Hundrcd-'rhousanil will be a very slow-moving entity. The 
Swedish Invjision Friedrich, for the present, leaves to chance : 
and against Russia, he has sent old Marshal Lehwald into 
those Baltic parts ; far eastward, towards the utmost Memel 
Frontier, l(» pnl the Country uimn its own defence, and make 
what he can of it with 80,000 men,— West-Prussian militias 
a good few of them, lliis is all he can spare on the Swedish- 
Russian side; Austria and France are the perilous pair of 
entities ; not to be managed except by intense concentration 
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of stroke ; and hy going on them in succesHion, if one have 
luck ! — 

Friedrich's motions and procedurtm in canton-quarters, 
through Winter ami in late months, have Iwl to the belief 
that lie nieana to Hlnmi on the tiefensive ; that the scene of 
the (’anijiaign will prohnbiy Im Saxony; and that Austria, 
for recovering injured Saxony, for m-overing dear Silesia, will 
have to take an invasive attitude. And Austria is busy 
everywhere preparing with llwit view. Hiw 'Folpatcheries, 
and lulvanced Brigmles, still harassing about in the Ijuisitz. 
A great Army assembling at l*rag, — Browne forward towartls 
the Mebd Mountains securing jHists, gjilhcring magazines, foi 
the crossing into Saxony there. 'I’here, it is thought, the 
tug of war will prolmbly lie. Furious, and strenuous, it is 
not doubtetl, on this Friwlrich’s jairl : but against such oilds, 
what can he do ? With Austrians in front, witli Russians 
to left, with French to right and a-rmr, not to mention 
Swedes and apjiendagea ; surely here, if ever, is a lost 
King 1 — 

It is by no means Friedrich’s intention that Saxony itself 
shall need to be invjuictl. Fricslrich's haliil is, as his enemies 
might by this time l«s beginning to learn, not that of stand- 
ing on the defensive, but that of gmnff on it, as the prefer- 
able melhtHl wherever possible. March S4t!», Friedrich had 
quitted Dresden City ; and for a month after (heiulquarters 
I^kwilz, edge of the I’lrna Country), he had shifting, 
retlistrihuting, his wintoned Army, — privately into the due 
Divisions, due readinesa for march. Which done, on fixed 
days, about the end of April, the whole Anny, be himself 
from IxH'kwitz, April gOth, — to the suiqinse of Austria and 
the world, Friedrich in three grand Ckihmms, Bevern out of 
the Lausitz, King himself over tiw Metal Mountains, Schwerin 
out of Schlesicn, is marehing with extraordinary rapidity 
direct for Fmg; in the notion that a right plunge into the 
heart of Bohemia will be the beat defence for Saxony and t^ 
other places under menace. 
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This is a most unexpected movement ; which greatly 
astonishes the world-theatre, pit, boxes and gallery alike (as 
Friedrich’s sudden movements often do) ; and which is, above 
all, interesting on the stage itself, where the actors had been 
counting on a quite opposite set of entries and activities ! 
Feldmarschall Browne and General Konigseck (not our old 
friend Konigseck, who used to drynurse in the Netherlands, 
but his nephew and heir) may cease gathering Magazines, in 
those Lausitz and Metal-Mountain parts : happy could they 
give wings to those already gathered ! Magazines, for Austrian 
service, are clearly not the things wanted there. One does 
not burn one’s Magazines till the last extremity ; but wings 
they have none ; and such is the enigmatic velocity of those 
Prussian movements, one seldom has time even to bum them, 
in the last crisis of catastrophe ! Considerable poai:ions of that 
provender fell into the Prussian throat; as much as /three- 
months provision for the whole Army,’ count they,- — adding 
to those Frontier sundries the really important Magazine 
which they seized at Jung-Bunzlau farther in.^ It is one 
among their many greater advantages from this surprisal of 
the enemy, and sudden topsy-turvying of his plans. Browne 
and Konigseck have to retire on Prag at their swiftest ; look- 
ing to more important results than Magazines. 

It is Friedrich’s old plan. Long since, in 1744, we saw a 
march of this kind, Three Columns rushing with simulta:neous 
rapidity on Prag ^ and need not repeat the particulars on this 
occasion. Here are some Notes on the subject, which will 
sufficiently bring it home to readers : 

'The Three Columns were, for a part of the way. Four; the King’s 
being, at first, in two branches, till they united again, on the other side 
of the Hills. For the King,’ what is to be noted, ' had shot-out, three 
weeks before, a small preliminary branch, under Moritz of Dessau ; who 
marched, well westward, by Eger (starting from Chemnitz in Saxony), 
and had some tusseling with our poor old friend Duke d’Ahremberg, 
Browne’s subordinate in those parts. D’Ahremberg, having 20,000 under 


1 miden- GescUcme, iv. 6-13 ; etc. 
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him, would not quit Bgor for Morte; hnl jiunlH-il-mit (’rout* upon liim, 
nnd hat xtill. Tliin, it w«o aftorwarilH mirmiM'd, ha<i Iuhhi a fi-iut on 
Fi'it'ilrirh'H part ; tof{ivt> tlio Aiihtriniw tlnuijrlilM : " InvjuJingus, 

is lio? Would fain iiivmit' <t*. 1ml oiiiiiiot ! *' MtiriU. tVll lutok from Hifor; 
anil wan roudy to join tin' Kiiig’it iisarch, “ at Limiy, April •d.'id ” (third day 
from lairkHit^, on tho KitiK’a part). Onwanfa from whirh point the 
('(dumaH nro ttporilicaily Tiireo ; in atroiipth. and on rtKitos, xomowhat 
UK ftdloWH : 

1“, ‘ 'I'lio Hnf Coinmn, or Kiuk'n,- whicli i* iMt.txKi nftor UdH junction, 
4.',, DUO foot, W.ODO ImrKP,- quitti'd l,«fk»il« (!n>ad.(nartor for a month 
paht), n'eiliimhiit April mh. 'riioy )?» *‘.v I'lfropol and other roads ; 
throuKli KarUitz. AuiKit,', are at Linay on 

tUn 2:id : where MoritJ! joiim : 24th, in the united state, forward again 
(leave Ijobositatwo milo* to left); ioTrehuitz, 2oth, and reat there ono 

*'"^At Ansaig an unfortunate thing Uefell. 7awtrow, n'apoelaldo old 
Cenoral Xastrow, was to drive the Anatriana out of Auaaig ; Zaatrow 
doea it, April 22d-2:!d, drive* them well over the height* ; April 25th, 
however, marching forward toward* ladawitz, Udaotrow 1* »lml through 
holh temph'H (I'andour hid among the hiiahe* and cliff*, other aide of 
Kibe), and fall* dead on tl»« apot Hurled In OolHmhe Kirk, l*t May.' 

In these Aiissig affairs, in rwapttiring the C'Astle 

t>f Tetachen near by, Colonel M«yer, fntht r of the new ‘ l-’ree 
Corjjs,’ M shining service j—and was apjmniHi of, he and 
tliey. And, a day or two after, was iletacliwl with a Fifteen 
Hundrwl of that kind, on more sniportanl hnaineaa : First, to 
pick-np one or two llohemian Ivlagazines lying handy ; after 
which, to pay a visit to the Reich and its bhister nljout 
Execution-Army, and teach certain prsoHs who it is they aw 
thundering against in that awkwardly tniculcnt manner! 
Errand shiningly done by Mayer, as ja-rhaps we may hear,— 
and certainly as all the NewapajHfrs butlly hear«l, — in the 
coums of the next two months. 

At crossing of the Eger, Frietlrirh's Cohnnn had some 
chasing of poor I>'AhwmU*rg ; attempting to cut him off 
from his Britlges, Bridge of Koschlitr., Ilridge t»f BiuHn ; hut 
he made gcxal desjxilch, Browne and he ; and, exiepl a few 
prisoners of Ziethen’s gathering, and most of his Magazines 
nnburnt, they did him no damage. The cliaw was clwe 
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ToSTmoKthM. onco,tl» Austrian 

nf the Pi-ussiaiis tomorrow. Moiuhiy May ~ > 
Friedrich’s Column was on the Weissenberg of I’rag; Browias 
D’Ahremberg, and Prince Karl, who is now come up to Uikc 
command, hfving hastily filed tlirough the City, loawig at. 
gaXn, the day before. Except his Magtm.tes, J - 

feast essential went wrong with Bi'owne ; 

Pflft not a Friedrich on his heels, Ivomgsct , g » 
as his opportunities were more,— was not ipute so luc y. 

intoastUl brighter exploit, 

«n h. i. »i»n «•»'' “’“‘“'r.a^ZX Z". 

Konigseck, namely : a Kouigseck manaumng ahead, 
f Maguire Irish subordinate of Kdnigseck’s, coming from the right to 
LS 2 bWge (against whom Bevom has to detach) ; a Ucy. 
cutott ou f” \ indeecL KlMmi± and Lncy in roni^^rt, 

srifw Ir lL. '.f 

e?red, ipril 21st, ’-of which, though it wmi very famous for so small a 
Battle,’ there can be no account given here. 


The short truth is, Konigseck falling back, Parlhuui-hk«, 
with a force of 30,000 or more, has in front of him nolhuig 
but Severn ; who, as he issues from the liiiwite, ami till he 
can unite with Schwerin farther southward, is but some 
20,000 odd: cannot Konigseck call halt, and bid Bcvem 
return, or do worse? Konigseck, a diligent enough soldier, 
determines to try; chooses an excellent position,— at or 
round Eeichenberg, which is the first Bohemian 1 own, one 
march from Zittau in the Lausitz, and then one fnnn 
Liebenau, which latter would be Bevem's senmd Bohemian 
stage on the Frag road, if he continued prosperous. Beidien- 
berg, standing nestled among hills in the Neisse Valley (one 
of those Four Neisses known to U8, the Neissc where I rmoe 
Karl got exploded, in that signal manner, Winter 1745, by 
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a. wrliiii* King), oll'm iiiie ; which Kuiiigscck has 

laid hidd of. 'rhcre is tw|>maUy one ewlicut Hollow (on 
the left or wcsU'rn hank of Ncissc River, titat is, «<to.v.» from 
Rcichfiihfrg), hncktsl h)' woody hills, nothing hut hills, brooks, 
wo<Kis all round; Hollow scoopial out iw if for the purpose; 
and allogclher of inviting cliamdcr to Konigscck. 'I'here, 

‘ Wednmiay April SiOth,’ Kdnigswk posts himself, plants 
batleritw, fells abatis ; plenty of cannon, of horse and foot, 
and, say all soldiers, one of the lK;st positions possible. 

So that lievern, apjiroaching lieichenberg at evening, 
evening of his first nian-h, Wwlnewlay April 20th, finds his 
way barred; and that the clifliculties may l>e consitlerable, 

‘ Nothing to be imule of it tonight,’ thinks Ikvern ; * but we 
must try tomorrow ! * an«i baa to lake (’amp, ‘ with a mainhy 
brook in front of him,' some way on the hither sale of 
Reichcnl>erg ; ami slmly overnight what nufthmi of nnbarring 
there may be. Tlnirwlay morning early, Ikwem, having well 
reconnoitred aj>d studied, was at work unbarring. Revem 
ckmukkI his own marshy brook ; courageously lumnidtctl Kiinig- 
seck’s position, left wing of Kdnigseck ; stornuHl the abatis, 
the batteries, plungeddn ufwn Kdnigseck, man to man, horse 
to horse, and after some fierce enough but brief dispute, 
tumbled Kdnii^’k out of the gKinnd. Kdnigserk made 
some attempt to rally ; atlemptetl twice, but in vain ; had 
fairly to roll away, and at length to run, leaving 1,000 dead 
upon the field, al»out 500 prisoners ; one or two guns, and I 
forj^t how many standarda, or whether any kettlctlmms. 
Tlda was thought to lie a decidedly bright feat on Hevem’a 
part (rather mismanaged latterly on Kbnigset'k's) ; tmich 
approvetl by Frietlrich, a* he hears of it, at i.inay, on his 

» T«»p«lhof, 1 . 100 > fiMtM-GmkithH, IH. J077 (PrWrlch'i «wn Account, 
•liwy to Mhmen, SMth April 1757 ’)i etc. etc. There !», lit BiHchiiig’s 
iMto{BtA*(svL « 3 f « s«j.), sn tolclllglbie ilwteh of thli Acihin of Rciehcnlwrg, 
with satlrksl CfUkiimi, wWeh toiw som# twfls, 00 I-acy. Msgwirt «»i tahers, 
bf m AnaaTmos* Mlllaury C7aic,«-wiw msny inch In MtMu/t (that of 
Pmta»7, tor esaaiple), not wlilwmt force of jmlgment, »n 4 sigii* of »We »l «^7 
aiu) experitnee In hto imde. 
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own prosperous march. Prag-ward. A comfortable omen, 
were there nothing more. 

Konigseck and Company, tom-out of Reichenherg, and set 
running, could not fairly halt again and face-about till at 
Liebenau, twenty miles off, where they found some defile or 
difficult bit of ground fit for them; and this too proved 
capable of yielding pause for a few hours only. Tor Schwerin, 
with his Silesian Column, was coming-up from the north-eas^ 
threatening Konigseck on flank and rear: Konigseck could 
only tighten his straps a little at this Liebenau, and again 
get under way; and making vain attempts to hinder the 
junction of Schwerin and Bevem, to defend the Jung-Bimzlau 
Magazine, or do any good in those parts, except to detmn ^ e 
Schwerin-Bevem people certain hours (I thmk, one day m 
all), had nothing for it but to gird himself t^ether, and 
retreat on Prag and the Ziscaherg, where his fnends now 


The Austrian force at Reichenberg was 20,000 ; would 
have been SO and odd thousands, had Maguire come up (as 
he might have done, had not the appearances alarmed him too 
much) ; Bevem, minus the Detachment sent against Maguire, 
was but 15,000 in fight; and he has quite burst the Austrians 
away, who had plugged his road for him in such force ; k it 
not a comfortable little victory, glorious m its sort; ^d a 
good omen for the bigger things that are coming ? ^^vern 
Lrched composedly on, after this inspiritmg tussle to^gh 
Liebenau and what defiles there were ; April 24th, at Tumai^ 
he falls into the Schwerin Column; mcorporates himself 
therewith, and, as subordinate constituent part, accompanies 
Schwerin thenceforth. 

3». 'Column Thi^d was Schwerin's, out of 

32,000 foot, 12,000 horse. S«hw«rin, the pleasant 

the northerly country, at Landshut,— very careless, ne, F 

one Division. In our days, it is the finest of roads , mgn 
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good width, Acrosii tho (Jiftiit RAngo; plowMiHt |»»i«ited homlotn »itriukling 
it, fine mmintnin ridgen oiid liistniit (wwkH Joitking on ; Sclineekoppa 
(.S’fwicreH, itH Ih'ik! liiight-wlntt* till .(nljr fome) Attends j'liu, for to the 
right, all the way t- |>r»l'A)dy Sjirile ItHlH'iOilil inlii»liitn there; and no 
dould Biver Klhi* hegin« liie tong journey tliere, triekliiig down in little 
threiidw over yonder, intending to lliml navien hy and liy : eonsideratioim 
infinitely indiilerent t<t .Vhweriii. “ The road," wtyx iny 'fonriHt, “ Ih not 
Alpine J it reminds yon of Herhyshiro I’eak eounlry ; more like the road 
from Ciwtletown to .Sheffield than any ! e«iuld nAine'* ; - wo have heen in 
it hefore, my reader and 1. aimul Sr hatslar and other (dines, 'rraulemtu, 
well down the Hills, with swift streams, more like torrents, Imund Kihe- 
w»rds, watering it, 1* a consideralde Ansiriim IViwn, and the Boiiemian 
andofthoRass.-Hohronly a few miles from it. heartily indifferent to 
Schwerin at tlda moment ; who was liwiie from the Army, it* a kind of 
disfavour, or mutual pet, at the time .Hohr was done, ikthwerin’a March 
w« shall not give ; his junetiwn with Bevern (at 'runiau, on the ker, 
April 24th), then their ca(itur« «t dung Unnslan Magasine, and crossing 
of the Blhe at .Melniek, these were the ii«|iorlaiit points j and, in spiu 
of Kiiiiigsoek’s tusselings, these all wont well, and nothing waa lost 
except one day of time.* 

The Austrians, mnm dap ago, a* we olmcrvetl, fiks! ikmtg'h 
IVag,— -Stinday May Ist, not a |»lfiounit holkliiy-sjKTtiicle to 
the |Ki{»ulatiaii8 and arc all eiicatnjMsi on the Zii«-al)crg 
high ground, on tlic other siilo of the City. Hml they been 
alert, ttow wai their time to attack Erietlrieh, who is weaker 
than they, while nolnaly has yet Joitiisl him. They did ttot 
think of it under Priiiee Karl ; and Rrowue atul Ute I’rinee 
are said to be in had agaHsinent. 


CHARTER n 

BATri.K OF PUAO 

Monday morning 2d May 1161, the Vangnant!, or advanred 
troop# of Priedridh'# Column, hail ajijamreti tijam the Weisstfn- 
bewe, nortlt-west comer of Rrag {grounti ksntwtt to them in 
1744, and to the |>oar Winter-King in HJ20); Vanguard in 
the raoroingt followed Aortly by Priodrieh himself i and, 
hour alter hour, by all the other*, marching in. So that. 


chap.u.] battle or PBAG 

adMayx757] , 1 .Ja fnrre laV tliOrti ; aiul IIIW i 

be(o.-e mnset, th« »hoU ^ 

Prag, no ” jf pr^tnian phenomenon, with eotn,m..a 

intense survey ot tins _i lusw. ,,a.„.,.„i wlnnoe, us is fit 

aries, with emotions, hidden *“"7 ^ ^ ^ i„ Welles- 

eaougli. On^ U-ing we know, ““'‘1 |,„lg,,l 



i, still striving for . view """wrf ri„„,,mn<l 

Prince K«l. ““ ° f r “cUf 

yonder ; Browne also is there, w ^ ^ Priedrieh, 

their .Tn”te Monnitcry of ir-iu/ 

tw S».en W Mgr,, ike night hrfoj. t 
wL reported tln.t they h.d hcen h»r. m , “‘ ; 

cation both of them, naturally, in ’IJ" “ " 

nrisine turn things had taken; and l-e>Idmai-sehall 1 .< 
fo-iiiff-up belike, at some platitude past or coming, at some 
ed,4 rfhis rejected, .one imputnlion o»t 
know not what. Prince Karl is now chief; and mdignn t 
Lwne, as may well be the otse, di««.l. » g«ol 

ha. often had to do. Patien,*, “y.'"™’’ ’VyS™ « d 
now ! Mnce Karl mean, to he qraet on the /.walHrg. « 1 

hold rragt doe. not think of mole, .ng t™ ™ j “ 
.olitary .tate; and will 

from Jung-Bunzlau, come m, victorious or not , _ 

perhaps even Daun arrive (who is, rather slowly, galhenng 
Liforcement in Miihrcn) : ‘What can the eneiny alte up 
on us, in a I’ost of this strength ? ’ thinks 1 rmce Karl. And 
Browne, whatever his insight or convictions he, lias to keep 
silence. 

1 Hdim-Gtschkhte, iv. U (exact ‘ Ptoy ot the march * given there). 
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* Wm«B©nberK/ readers be reminded, on tbe bitljor or wentern 
sMeofFnig; tba Oradsehin* (pronounce wltb accent on tbe 

last Hyllfihle, as in * Schwerin* and other such ciisiw), ^the Ilradschin, 
which iH the topmost summit of the (hty and of the FashiomUde Quarter, 
—old Bohemian Falitce, still occasionally hahitahle as such, ami in 
eouHtant use as a on the «I<»pe or Hlioulder af the 

WeiHHeiiher|^:» a good way from the top ; and han a web of streetn runhing 
down from it, steepest streets in the world ; till they reach tlte BrUlge, 
and broad-fhiwing Moldini (broad as Thames at half-fUanU but nothing 
like so deep ) ; after which the streets hecoma level, ami spreiubout in 
intricate plenty to right and to left, and ahead eastwarti, across the 
iliver, till the Ziscaberg, with frowning precipitous brow, stiddenly puts 
a stop to them in that particular direction* From Zlscaberg top to 
VfeiHsenberg top may ha about five English miles; from the llnidschin 
to the foot of Ziscaberg, north-west to iouth-east, will be half timt 
dls'tance, the greatest length of Frag City* Which is rather rhomboidal 
in shape, its longer diagonal this that we mention* llie shorter diagonal, 
from noriinnost base of Ziacaberg to southmost of Ilradwchin, is perliapi 
a couple of miles. Frag stands noitled In the lap of nioiitiiaiiw ; and is 
not in itself a strong place in war ; but the country rmimi it, *\ltddmi 
ploughing hli rugged chasm of a passage throufh the plied table«l«id| i« 
difficult to miinceuvra In, 

^‘Moldau Valley comes straight from, the south, erodes Frag; and,— 
making, on its ou^ate at the northern end of Frag (end of ** alujrtest 
diagonal** just spoken of), one big loop, or bend and counter4iend, of 
horse-shoe sbiipe/ which will be notolde to m anon,—*' again iirmHHulH 
straight northward and Elbe-ward, It is narrow everywhere, especially 
when once got fairly north of Frag ; and runs along like a Qimsi^lligli- 
land Strath, amid rocki and hills* Big not to be called 

barren, yet with rock enough on each hand, and fine side valleys openlitg 
here and there; the bottom of your Strath, which is green and fertile, 
with pleasant busy Vlllagei (nnich intent on water-power iind cotton- 
apinnliig In our time), li ganarally of few furlongn In hreailtln Ami so 
it lasts, this pleasant Moklau Valley, mile after mile, on the northern 
or Lower Moldau, generally itralght nortli, though with one big bend 
eastward just before ending ; and not till near Melnlck, or tli« moiiilt of 
Moldau, do wa emerge on that grand Elbe Valliy,-»»gla«ced at once 
already, from Pascopol or other Height, In tike l^oboslli timw** 

Friedrich^s first problem ii the jiiaeticm with Schwerin j 
junction not to be aacomplislwl south of Ziimberg in the 
present dircumstances ; and which Frialrieh kiiowi to he ii 
ticklish operation, with thewe Auitrkni looking on from the 



CAJ.,...] BATTLE OF FIIAG 

btgbp’oiU tbe«. iw»y 3<I M«y, f 

liWng. ».d dcAMvcIy on Wcdnc«l.y *l.b, ' 

northward, along the western heights oi Un a ^ M di , 
proper force following him, to seek a (it pme 
Ltoons, and get across in that northern qnnrtei. U n 
dangerous that Schwerin is a day too late 1 munnm. le^, 
but hopes the Austrians will nnderlake "othing- ’ 

with 30,000, he has left on the VVeissenherg, to stuuhn 
Prag and the Austrian Garrison on that, sidy ''hil’l 
trail arrive from Untmerite on that side, ‘ ^ 

them up to Leitmeritz; very indispensah le to gunul that • 
of Prag. Friedrich’s fixed purpose also w to ^ 

Austrians, on the other side of it, and send them pneking , 

but for that, there are steps needful 1 , , . , , , , . 

Up so far as Lissoley, the first day, Friedrich hiw fmmd t«o 
fit place; but on the morrow, Thursday 6 Ih, farther u\k at 
a place called Seitz,* l^riedrich finds his siiie of the htmtfi to 
be ‘a little higher than the otlier,’— ^iroper, theirfore, for 
cannonading the other, if need he;--and on!cr,s Ids poidoons to 

be built together there. He knows aecurati'ly of t In- hdiynn 
Column, of the comfortable Bevern Victory at Heichenherg, 
and how they have got the Jiing-Bunzlau Magazine, and are 
across the Elbe, their bridges all secured, though witli delay of 
one day; and do now wait only for the word,— for the Uirw 
cannon-shot, in fact, which are to signify that Fritslrich i* 
actually crossing to their side of Ixiwer Moldau. 

Friedrich’s Bridge is speedily built (trained human hand# 
can be no speedier), his batteries plantcti, his pm-aiiticm* 
taken ; the three cannon-shot go off, audible to .Hibwcrin ; 
and Friedrich’s troops stream speedily across, banlly a Paiuhmr 
to meddle with them. Nay, before the passage was complete 

what light-horse stjuadrons are these ? Hussars, swfii to 

be Scidlitz’s (missioned by Schwerin), apjiear on the ontskirt# : 
a meeting worthy of three-cheers, surely, after such a march 
on both sides i Fridirich Iw on the easteni Hill top that 

* Pkn, p, aay. 
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night (Hamlet of Czimitz his Headquarter, discoverable if 
you wish it, scarcely three miles north of Prag) ; and accurate 
appointment is made with Schwerin as to the meeting-place 
tomorrow morning. Meeting-place is to be the environs of 
Prossik Village, south-eastward over yonder, short way north 
of the Prag-Kdnigsgr'atz Highway; and rather nearer Prag 
than we now are, in Czimitz here : time at Prossik to be 
6 A.M. by the clock ; and Winterfeld and Schwerin to come 
in person and speak with his Majesty. This is the program 
for Friday May 6th, which proves to be so memorable a day. 

Schwerin is on foot by the stroke of midnight ; comes 
along, ‘ over the heights of Chaber,’ by half-a-dozen, or I know 
not how many roads ; visible in due time to Friedrich’s people, 
who are likewise punctually on the advance : in a word, the 
junction is accomplished with all correctness. And, while 
the Columns are marching up, Schwerin and Winterfeld ride 
about in pei’sonal conference with his Majesty ; taking survey, 
through spyglasses, of those Austrians encamped yonder on 
the broad back of their Zisca Hill, a couple of miles to south- 
ward. ‘What ^ set of Austrians,’ exclaim military critics, 
‘ to permit such junction, without effort to devour the one 
half or the other, in good time ! ’ Friedrich himself, it is 
probable, might partly be of the same opinion ; but he knew 
his Austrians, and had made bold to venture. Friedrich, we 
can observe, always got to know his man, after fighting him a 
month or two ; and took liberties with him, or did not take, 
accordingly. And, for most part, — not quite always, as one 
signal exception will show,— -he does it with perfect accuracy ; 
and often with vital profit to his measures. ‘ If the Austrian 
cooking-tents are a-smoke before eight in the morning,’ notes 
he, ‘ you may calculate, in such case, the Austrians will 
march that day.’^ With a surprising vividness of eye and 
mind (beautiful to rival, if one could), he watches the signs 
of the times, of the hours and the days and the places ; and 
prophesies from them; — ^reads men and their procedures, m 
^ Military Instructions 
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if theVSre mere ImiKlwriting, not too cmmn for 
Austrians have, by this time, got their Kamgsec-k 
unvictorions, but still on foot, all but a ihousaml or t«o. 

they are already stronger than the ^YT'i urry^.? n’' >os 
heads; and till even Daun come up, wind, huu n i I t 
like this? The Austrians are viewing l<nedu<h, ■ 

morning; but in the blankest maimer: thmr on i>o.ds in a 
“lonrsLt or two on his group of adjulanls 
out effect; and the Head people send thmr i-mahi out 
forage, so little prophecy have they from signs seen. 

Zlsca Hill, where the Austrians now are, n.ses sheer up, o 
well-nigh precipitous steepness, though then: are trees mui 
grass o'n i, from the eastern side of Prng, say five or mx 
hundred feet. A steep, picturesque, masmve gwn lid , 
Moldau River, turning suddenly to right, Klnkt-s llu i < it - 
west corner of it (has flowed well to west of it, til! t n ), 
and winds eastward round its northern base. As wi i b« 
noticed presently. The ascent of Ziseaberg, by roads, i# 
steep and tedious: but once at the top, you fmd Unit it is 
precipitous on two sides only, the t'ity or westward side, and 
the Moldau or northward. Atop it Hprond^ out, lar lua 
wide, into a waving upland level ; bare of hedges ; phnighable 
all of it, studded with littery hamlets and farmsteadings ; far 
and wide, a kind of Plain, .sloping with extrmne gentleness, 
five or six miles to eastward, and as far to southward, hefore 
the level perceptibly rise again. 

Another feature of the Ziscaherg, alreaily hi»l«i at, is vt‘ry 
notable: that of the Moldau skirling its northern base, and 
scarping the Hill, on that side too, into a pn-eipitous. or very 
steep condition. Moldau having arrived from southward, 
fairly past the end of Ziseaherg, hi«i, so to speak, made up 
his mind to go right eastward, ipiarrying his way through ttie 
lower uplands there. And he proceeds accordingly, hugging 
the northern base of Ziscaberg, and making it steep emmgh; 

but finds, in the coui'so of a mile or so, that he can no moi'e! 
upland being still rock-huilt, not underminable farther ; and 
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so b obliged to wind round again, to northward, and finally 
straight westward, the way he came, or parallel to the way he 
came ; and has effected that great Horse-shoe Hollow we 
heard of lately. An extremely pretty Hollow, and curious to 
look upon ; pretty villas, gardens, and a ‘ Belvedere Park,’ 
laid-out in the bottom part ; with green mountain-walls rising 
all round it, and a silver ring of river at the base of them : 
length of Plorse-shoe, from heel to toe, or from west to east, 
is perhaps a mile ; breadth, from heel to heel, perhaps half as 
much. Having arrived at his old distance to west, Moldau, 
like a repentant prodigal, and as if ashamed of his frolic, just 
over-against the old point he swerved from, takes straight to 
northward again. Straight northward ; and quarries-out that 
fine narrow valley, or Quasi-Highland Strath, with its pleasant 
busy villages, where he turns the overshot machinery, and 
where Friedrich and his men had their pontoons swimming 
yesterday. 

It is here, on this broad back of the Ziscaberg, that the 
Austrians now lie; looking northward over to the King, and 
trying cannon-shots upon him. There they have been en- 
camping, and diligently entrenching themselves for four days 
past ; diligent especially since yesterday, when they heard of 
Friedrich’s crossing the River. Their groups of tents, and 
batteries at all the good points, stretch from near the crown 
of Ziscaberg eastward to the Villages of Hlaupetin, Kyge, and 
their Lakes, near four miles ; and rearward into the interior 
one knows not how far ;* — ^Prince Karl, hardly awake yet, lies 
at Nussel, near the Moldau, near the Wischerad or south- 
eastmost point of Prag ; six good miles west-by-south of Kyge, 
at the other end of the diagonal line. About the same 
distance, right east from Nussel, and a mile or more to south 
of Kyge over yonder, is a littery Farmstead named Sterbohol, 
which is not yet occupied by the Austrians, but will become 
very famous in their War- Annals, this day ! — 

Where the Austrian Camp or various Tent-groups were, at 
* Plan, p. 223. 
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s “s Awrich fet ^ cv« i h.™. j. ^ 

SltAu^mn gmumi. wi.id. i» “;;;';;y;;'!;J;,;;;;i 

„„it *hen thoy noticocl Ui« I’rimim »y.ii|.lmiw lo 
mo™ «nJ 0 , 0 , - 0 . Ily .,mo i.i ll»’ 

houra ottor fttalrich bogo,, l,i« f"" 

nntnosts their firing of stray ounuHi-sluJts on him,- it w 
Battle-linas, not empty Tents (which there was not time to 

strike!, that salute the eye over yomler. 

Frl behind that verdant Horse-shoe Chasm we spoke ^ 
buttressed by the inaccessible steeps, ami the Mole a«, dotihU . 
Sded in the form of Horse-shoe, all along the brow of 
that sloping expanse, stands (by <) a.m. ‘foragers all smldenly 
called in’) the Austrian front; the second hue nod tin 
reserve, parallel to it, at goml distam-es behuul. Uank.ai 
there; say 65,000 regulars (Prussian force hlih- slmrl t> tlie 
same), on the brow of Ziscaberg slope, some four miles long. 
Their right wing ends, in strong bultcru'S, in iidncatc mm-shes, 
knolls, lakelets, between Hlauiietin and Kygc. the 
of their left wing lookn-over on thnt Hom‘‘Nitw Iltiilww* 
whei’e Moldau tried to dig Ids way, but could not and hml to 
turn back. They have mimerous redoubts, in front and in 
all the good places ; and are Imsy with moir, wnne of them 
just now getting finished, trcblc-tpuek, while the I rnssiium 
are seen under way. An many as sixty heavy mmrnu in 
battery up and down; of ficld-iiieces they have a Inindmi 
and fifty. Excellent always with their Artillery, thew 
Austrians ; plenty of it, well-plneed and well served : thanks 
to Prince liehlenstein’H fine lahoura within these ten year* 
past.^ The villages, the farmsteads, mwnpiwl ; every 
> CEuvrts i& MtUrie (In levetRl pl»e#i) ! i«# Hormsyt. 8 Licl»ie«*wii(. 
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rising ground especially has its battery,— Homoly Berg, 
I'abor Berg, ‘Mount of Tabor say Knoll of Tabor (nothing 
like so high as Battersea Rise, hardly even as Constitution 
Hill), though scriptural Zisca would make a Mount of it ; 

these, and other Bergs of the like type. , 4 . o 

That is the Austrian Battle Order (as it stood about 9, 
though it had still to change a little, as we shall see) : their 
first line, straight or nearly so, looking northw^d stenj on 
the brow of the Zisca Slope ; their second and their third, 
singularly like it, at the due distances behind;— in the 
intLals; their tents, which stand scattered, in groups wide 
apart, in the ample interior to southward. The cavalry is 
on both wings ; left wing, behind that Moldau Chasm, cannot 
attack nor be attacked,— except it were on hippogriffs, and 
its enemy on the like, capable of fighting in the air, overhead 
of these Belvedere Pleasure-grounds : perhaps Pnn^ Kari wi 
remedy this oversight ; fruit of close following of the orthodox 
practice ? Prince Karl, supreme Chief, commands on the 1^ 
wing; Browne on the right, where he can attack or be 
a Jcked, no* on hippogriffs. As we shall see -"d ^hem 
will 1 Light horse, in any quantity, hang sca,ttered on all out- 
skirts. With foot, with cannon batteries, with horse, light or 
heavy, they cover in long broad flood the whole of that Zisca 
Slop! to near where it ceases, and the ground to eastward 

begins perceptibly to rise again. 

In 4is latter quarter, Zisca Slope, now nearly ended, 
begins to get very swampy in parts; on the eastern or er 
of the Austrian Camp, at Kyge, Hostawitz, and beyond it 
southward, about Sterbohol and Michelup, there ^y 
little lakelets ; artificial fish-ponds, several of them, with the r 
sluices, dams and apparatus : a ragged broadish lacing of 
ponds and lakelets (all well dried in our day) straggles and 
rigzags along there, connected by the miserablest Brook m 
Nature;’ which takes to oozing and serpentising forward tiie^ 
abouts, and does final y get emptied, now in a rather ^elier 
fOTuI iBon, into the Moldau, about the doa-part of that Horse- 
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shoe or Belvedere region. It runs in sight of the Jling, I 
think, where he now is ; this lower livelier part of it : little 
does tlie King know how important the upper oo2dng portion 
of it will be to him this day. Near Michelup are lakelets 
worth noticing; a little under Sterbohol, in the course of 
this miserable Brook, is a string of fish-ponds, with their 
sluices open at this time, the water out, and the mud bottom 
sown with herb-provender for the intended carps, which is 
coming on beautifully, green as leeks, and nearly ready for 


the fish getting to it again. 

Friedrich surveys diligently what he can of all this, trom 
the northern verge. We will now return to Friedrich ; and 
will stay on his side through the terrible Action that is 
coming. Battle of Prag, one of the furious Battles of the 
World; loud as Doomsday ;— the very Emblem of which, 
done on the Piano by females of energy, scatters mankind 
to flight who love their ears! Of this great Action the 
Narratives old and modern are innumerable, false some o 
them, unintelligible wellnigh all. There are three in L oy , 
known probably to some of my readers. Tempelhof, with 
criticisms of these three, gives a fourth, — perhaps the one 
Narrative which human nature, after much study, ^ can in some 
sort understand. Human readers, especially military, I refer 
to that as their finale.^ Other interest than military-scientific 
the Action now has not much. The stormy fire of muI t a 
blazed that day (higher in no ancient or modern Fight o 
men) is extinct, hopeless of resuscitation for English readers. 


1 T„ T lovd i -18 et sea. (the Three) ; in Tempelhof, i. 123 (the Fourth) ; ib. 
i. 144 (strength'of each Army), lOS-149 (remarks ol 
or ^ries of Lectures on the Battles etc. of this_ War ‘ 

—which for the last thirty or forty years, is used as Text-Book, or Milt y 
Eucitd ’in the Prussian Cadet-Schools, -appears to possess the fit professori^ 

L like is received as of eananical authority : xt is not accessible to the gener^ 
Publk,-though liberally enough conceded in special cases ; “ ^^3 ’ 

fhe mlin resuL of it are now become current in modern Prussian Books. By 
Lout in high quarters, 1 had once possession of a copy, for some months } u 
ai at that time, the possibility of thoroughly reading any part of it. ^ 
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Approximately what the thing to human eyes might be like ; 
what Friedrich’s procedure, humour and physiognomy of soul 
was in it : this, especially the latter head, is what we search 

— ^had lazy Dryasdust given us almost anything on this 
latter head ! What little can be gleaned from him on both 
heads let us faithfully give, and finish our sad part of the 
combat. 

Friedrich, with his Schwerin and Winterfeld, surveying 
these things from the northern edge, admits that the Austrian 
position is extremely strong ; but he has no doubt that it 
must be, by some good method, attacked straightway, and 
the Austrians got beaten. Indisputably the enterprise is 
difficult. XJnattackable clearly, the Austrians, on that left 
wing of theirs ; not in the centre well attackable, nor in the 
front at all, with that stiff ground, and such redoubts and 
points of strength: but round on their right yonder;^ take 
them in flank, — cannot we ? On as far as Kyge, the Three 
have ridden reconnoitring ; and found no possibility upon the 
front ; nor at Eyge, where the front ends in batteries, pools 
and quagmires, is there any. ^ Diflicult, not undoable, 
persists the King: ^and it must be straightway set about 
and got done.’ Winterfeld, always for action, is of that 
opinion, too : and, examining farther down along their right 
flank, reports that there the thing is feasible. 

Feasible perhaps : ‘ but straightway ? ’ objects Schwerin. 
His men have been on foot since midnight, and on forced 
marches for days past : were it not better to rest for this 
one day ? ^Rest: — and Daun, coming-on with 30,000 of 
reinforcement to them, might arrive this night ? Never, my 
good Feldmarschall and as the Feldmarschall was a man of 
stiff notions, and had a tongue of some emphasis, the Dialogue 
went on, probably with increasing emphasis on Friedrich’s 

side too, till old Schwerin, with a quite emphatic flash of 

countenance, crushing the hat firm over his brow, exclaims ; 
‘ Well, your Majesty : the fresher fish the better fish 
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Fische, gute Fische) : straightway, then ! and sprmgs-oft on 
the gallop southward, he too, seeking some likely point of 
attack. He too, — conjointly or not with Winterfeld, I do 
not know : Winterfeld himself does not say ; whose own 
modest words on the subject readers shall see before we 
finish. But both are mentioned in the Books as searching, 
at hand-gallop, in this way: and both, once well round to 
south, by the Podschernitz quarter, with the Austrian 
right flank full in view, were agreed that here the thing 
was possible. ‘Infantry to push from this quarter towards 
Sterbohol yonder, and then plunge into their redoubts and 
t bam ! Cavalry may sweep still farther southward, if found 
convenient, and even take them in rear.’ Both agree that 
it will do in this way : ground tolerably good, slightly down- 
wards for us, then slightly upwards again; tolerable for 
horse even -.—the intermediate lacing of dirty lakelets, the 
fish-ponds with their sluices drawn, Schwerin and Winterfeld 
either did not notice at all, or thought them insignificant, 
interspersed with such beautiful ‘ pasture-ground, of un- 
usual verdure at this early season of the year. ^ 

The deployment, or ‘marching-up {AifmarscJiiren)' of 
the Prussians was wonderful; in their squadrons, in their 
battalions, horse, foot, artillery, wheeling, closing, opening ; 
strangely chequering a country-side, — ^in movements intricate, 
chaotic to all but the scientific eye. Conceive them, flowing 
along, from the Heights of Chaber, behind Prossik Hamlet 
(right wing of infantry plants itself at Prossik, horse westward 
of *them) ; and ever onwards in broad many-chequered tide- 
stream, eastward, eastward, then southward (‘our artillepr went 
through Podschernitz, the foot and horse a little on this west- 
ward side of it’): intricate, many-glancing tide of coming 
battle ; which, swift, correct as clockwork, become? two Im^, 
from Prossik to near Chwala (‘ baggage well behind at Gbell ’); 
thence round by Podschernitz quarter; and descends, steady, 

* See Plan, p. 423: ‘Podschernitz’ Is pronounced PotrAerniti (should we 
happ«n to mention it again) ; *Kyge/ 
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swift, tornado- storm so beautifully hidden in it, towards 
Sterbohol, there to grip-to. Gradually, in stirring-up those 
old dead pedantic record-books, the fact rises on us : silent 
whirlwinds of old Platt-Deutsch fire, beautifully held-down, 
dwell in those mute masses ; better human stuff there is not 
than that old Teutsch (Dutch, English, Platt-Deutsch and 
other varieties) ; and so disciplined as here it never was 
before or since. ‘In an hour and half,’ what military men 
may count almost incredible, they are fairly on their ground, 
motionless the most of them by 9 a.m. ; the rest wheeling 
rightward, as they successively arrive in the Chwala-Podscher- 
nitz localities ; and, descending diligently, Sterbohol way ; 
and will be at their harvest-work anon. 

Meanwhile the Austrians, seeing, to their astonishment, 
these phenomena to the north, and that it is a quite serious 
thing, do also rapidly bestir themselves ; swarming like bees ; 
— bringing-in their foraging Cavalry, ‘No time to change 
your jacket for a coat’: rank, double-quick ! Browne is on 
that right wing of theirs : ‘ Bring the left wing over hither,’ 
suggests Browne ; ‘ cavalry is useless yonder, unless they had 
hippogriffs ! ’ — and (again Browne suggesting) the Austrians 
make a change in the position of their right wing, both horse 
and foot: change which is of vital importance, though un- 
noted in many Narratives of this Battle. Seeing, namely, 
what the Prussians intend, they wheel their right wing (say 
the last furlong or two of their long Line of Battle) half 
round to right ; so that the last furlong or two stands at 
right angles en potence^ gallows- wise, or joiner s-square- wise 
to the rest); and, in this way, make front to the Prussian 
onslaught, — ^front now, not flank, as the Prussians are antici- 
pating. This is an important wheel to right, and formation 
in joiner’s-square manner ; and involves no end of interior 
wheeling, marching and deploying ; which Austrians cannot 
manage with Prussian velocity. ‘Swift with it, here about 
Sterbohol $k feast, my meal For here are the Prussians 
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Sin* wild of us ! ’ urges Browne. And here straightway 

the hurricane tloes break loose. 

Winterfekl, the van of Schwerin’s infantry (Schwenn s own 
refriment, and some others, with him), ia striding rapidly on 
sSoTol ; Winterfekl catches it before Browne can. But 
near by, behiiul that important post, on the Homoly Hill 
(Btr<f or ‘Mountain,'' nothing like so high as Constitution 
Mountain), are cannon-batl cries of devouring quality; which 
awaken on IN’interfekl, as he rushes out double-<iuick on the 
advancing Austrians; and are fatal to Winterfeld’s attempt, 
and nearly to Wiuterfeld himself. Wiiiterfeld, heavily 
wounded, sank in swoon from his home; and awakening 
acrain in a pool of blood, found his men all off, rushing back 
upon the main Schwerin body; ‘Austrian grenadiers gazing 
on the thing, about eighty paces off, not venturing to follow.’ 
Wiuterfeld, half-dead, scrambled across to Sebwerm, who is 
now comc-up with the main body, bis front line fronting the 
Austrians here. Aiul there ensued, about Sterbobol and 
nei^^hbourbood, led on by Schwerin, such a death-wrestle as 
waT seldom seen in the Annals of War. Winterfeld’s miss 
of Stcrbohol was the beginning of it; the exact coume of 
sequel none can descrilie, though tlie emi is well known. 

The Austrians now hold Stcrbohol with firm grip, backed 
by those batteries from Ilomoly Hill. Redoubts, cannon- 
batteries, a.s we said, stud all the field ; the Austrian stock 
of artillery is very great ; arnuigement of it cunning, practice 
excellent ; doc>s honour to Prince lichtcnslein, and indeed is 
the real force of the Austrians on this occasion. Schwerm 
must have Stcrbohol, in spite of batteries and ranked 
Austrians, and Winterfeld’s recoil tumbling round him;— 
and rarely had the oldest veU-ran such a problem. Old 
Schwerin (fiery as ever, at the age of 73) has been in niany 
battles, from Blenheim onwards ; and now has got to hi* 
hottest and his last. ‘ Vangusffd could not do it ; main body, 
we hope, kindling all the hotter, perhaps may ! ’ A most 
willing mind is in these Prussians of Schwerin’s: fatigue of 
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over-marcliing has tired the muscles of them; but then* 
hearts, — all witnesses say, these (and through these, their 
very muscles, ^always fresh again, after a few minutes of 
breathing-time ‘^) were beyond comparison, this day ! 

Schwerin’s Prussians, as they ^ march-up ’ (that is, as they 
front and advance upon the Austrians), are everywhere saluted 
by case-shot, from Homoly Hill and the batteries northward 
of Homoly; but march on, this main line of them, finely 
regardless of it or of Winterfeld’s disaster by it. The general 
Prussian Order this day is : ^ By push of bayonet ; no firing, 
none, at any rate, till you see the whites of their eyes ! 
Swift, steady as on the parade-ground, swiftly making up 
their gaps again, the Prussians advance, on these terms ; and 
are now near those ^ fine sleek pasture-grounds, unusually green 
for the season.’ Figure the actual stepping upon these ‘ fine 
pasture-grounds ’ : — mud-tanks, verdant with mere ‘ bearding 
oat-crop ’ sown there as carp-provender ! I’igure the sinking 
of whole regiments to the knee; to the middle, some of 
them ; the steady march become a wild sprawl through viscous 
mud, mere case-shot singing round you, tearing you away at 
its ease ! Even on those terrible terms, the Prussians, by 
dams, by footpaths, sometimes one man abreast, sprawl 
steadily forward, trailing their cannon with them ; only a 
few regiments, in the footpath parts, cannot bring their 
cannon. Forward ; rank again, when the ground will carry ; 
ever forward, the case-shot getting ever more murderous ! 
No human pen can describe the deadly chaos which ensued 
in that quarter. Which lasted, in desperate fury, issue 
dubious, for above three hours ; and was the crisis, or 
essential agony, of the Battle. Foot-chargings (once the mud- 
transit was accomplished), under storms of grape-shot from 
Homoly Hill ; by and by. Horse-chargings, Prussian against 
Austrian, southward of Homoly and Sterbohol, still fartheaf 
to the Prussian left; huge whirlpool of tumultuous death* 
wrestle, eveiy species of spasmodic effort, on the one side and 
the other ; — ^King himself present ther% as I dimly discovm‘ ; 
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Feldmarschall Browne eminent, in the last of his fields ; and, 
as the old Nkhelungen has it, ‘ a murder grim and great ’ 


going on. 

Schwerin’s Prussians, in that preliminary struggle through 
the mud-tanks (which Winterfeld, I think, had happened to 
skirt, and avoid), were hard bestead. This, so far as I can 
learn, was the worst of the chaos, this preliminary part. In- 
tolerable to human nature, this, or nearly so ; even to human 
nature of the Platt-Teutsch type, improved by Prussian drill. 
Winterfeld’s repulse we saw ; Schwerin’s own Regiment in it. 
Various repulses, I perceive, there were, — ‘fresh regiments 
from our Second Line’ storming-in thereupon; till the poor 
repulsed people ‘ took breath,’ repented, ‘ and themselves 
stormed-in again,’ say the Books. Fearful tugging, swag- 
ging and swaying is conceivable, in this Sterbohol problem ! 
And after long scanning, I rather judge it was in the wake of 
that first repulse, and not of some other farther on, that the 
veteran Schwerin himself got his death. No one times it for 
us ; but the fact is unforgettable ; and in the dim whirl of 
sequences, dimly places itself there. Very certain it is, ‘ at 
sight of his own regiment in retreat,’ Feldmarschall Schwerin 
seized the colours, — as did other Generals, who are not named, 
that day. Seizes the colours, fiery old man : ‘ Heran^ meine 
Kinder (This way, my sons)!’ and rides ahead, along the straight 
dam again ; his ‘ sons ’ all turning, and with hot repentance 
following. ‘On, my children. Her an P Five bits of grape- 
shot, deadly each of them, at once hit the old man ; dead he 
sinks there on his flag ; and will never fight more. ^ Her an ! ’ 
storm the others with hot tears ; Adjutant von Platen takes 
the flag; Platen, too, is instantly shot; but another takes it. 
^ Herariy On!’ in wild storm of rage and grief: — ^in a word, 
they manage to do the work at Sterbohol, they and the rest. 
First line, Second line, Infantry, Cavalry (and even the veiy 
Horses, I suppose), fighting inexpressibly ; conquering one of 
the worst problems ever seen in War. For the Austrians too, 
especially their grenadiers there, stood to it toughJy, and 
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laught like men ; — and ‘ every gretnulier that survived of them,’ 
m I read ai'terwardH, ‘got doulile {»iy for life.’ 

Ddius that Hterhohol work -those Foot-eharging«, Ilorso- 
eliJu'gingH; that battery of llomoly Hill; and, hanging upon 
that, all manner of redoul»l.H ami ladterieii to the rightward 
and rearward : — but h<nv it w»i,s done no pen can describe, nor 
any intellect in clear stapienee umierslaitd. An enormous 
nUlUt thtTC ; new Prussian battalitnis charging, and ever new, 
irrepressible by case-shot, as they successivtdy gel up ; Marshal 
Jirowne too sending for new batlalioim at dijuble-tpiick from 
his left, disputing stiffly every inch of his gnnuul. Till at 
length (hour not given), ft auinon-shot tore-away his foot; 
ami he had to be carried into Prag, mortally wounded. 
Whifli probably was a most important circumstance, or the 
most important of all. 

Important too, I gradually see, was that of tlie Prussian 
Horse of the Ixsft Wing. Prussian Horse of the extreme 
left., as already noticed, hatl, in the mean; while, fallcn-in, 
well soulliwartl, round by certain lakelets about Michelup, 
on Browne’s extrenm riglit; furiously charging the Austrian 
Horse, which stood ranked there in many lines ; breaking it, 
then again half broken by it ; but again rallying, charging it 
a secoml time, then a thini time, * both to front ami flajik, 
amid whirlwinds of dust’ (li^iethen busy there, not to mention 
indignant Warnery and others);— ami at length, driving it 
wholly to the winds’ ‘heyond Nussel, towanis the Samwa 
Country’; never seen j^^ain tliat day. Prince Karl (after 
Browne's death-wound, or before, I never know) came gallop- 
ing to rally that imjjortaul Right Wing of horse. Prince 
Karl did his very utmost there ; obtesting, praying, raging, 
threatening : — but to no purpose ; the Zietheners and others 
so heavy on the rear of them : — ^atid at last there came a 
cramp, or intolerable twinge of 8|uuiin, through Prince Karl's 
own person (breast or heart), like to take tlie life of him : so 
that he too had to be carried into Vmg to tiw doctor*, 
And his Cavalry fled at discrotioa j dw»ed by Zieth«i, ou 
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iSs express order, and sent <inite over the horizon, 
lo-h, ‘by about half-past one,' Sterboho! work is thoroughly 
r and the Au-strian Battle, both its Coitnimnders gone, 
leeled fairly downwards^ and is in an omiaaiis way» 
he whole of this Austrian Bight Wing, horse «i«l foot, 
jries and redoubts, which wm put m putaire, or sqtmre- 
to the main battle, is become a ruin ; gone to confustim ; 
rs in di.stracted clouds, seeking rtnuls to run away in, 
h it ultimately found. Done all this surely was; and 
Browne, mortally woundetl, is being carried tdf the 
nd; but in what 8 e<iuence done, under what, exas t 
situdes of aspect, special steps of cause and etleet, no 
can say; and only imagination, pidetl by Ihcw few 
, can paint to itself. Such a chaotic whirlwind of blmnl, 
, mud, artillery-thunder, sulphurous rage, and htnnan 
h and victory,— —who shall pretend to describe it, or draw, 
pt in the gross, the scientific plan of it ? 

'or, in the mean time,— I think while the di.sputo at 
bohol, on the extreme of the Austrian right wing ‘in 
ar’s-sejuare foi'm,’ was past the hottest (hut nohtHiy will 
the hour), — there has oanirnsl another thing, nnteh 
dated to settle that. And, iudectl, to settle everything ; 
3 it did. This was a volunteer exjdoit, Ujwn the very 
w or angle of said ‘joinerVsquare'; in the wet grotimls 
zeen Hlanpctin and Kyge, a good way north of Sterlmhol. 
inteer exploit ; on the part of General Maniwtein, our old 
sian friend; which Frietlrieh, a long way off from it, 
aes as a rash fault of Mannstein's, nuulo gocal by IVlne* 
iri and Ferdinand of Brunswick running up to mend it j 
which Wintcrfcld, and subseejuent good judges, admit to 
s been highly salutary, and to have finisiied everythbg. 
f^ent, if I read right, somewhat as follows, 
a the Kyge-Hlaupetin quarter, at the comer of that 
trian right wing m potenti, there had, much contmry to 
wne’s intention, a perceptible gap occurred ; the oonter ia 
1 there ; nothing in it but battmes and swamps. Hm 
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Austrian right wing, wheeling southward, there to form 
'potence ; and scrambling and marching, then and subse- 
quently, through such ground at double-quick, had gone too 
far (had thinned and lengthened itself, as is common, in such 
scrambling and double-quick movement, thinks Tempelhoj^, 
and left a little gap at elbow ; which always leather widened 
as the stress at Sterbohol went on. Certain enough, a gap 
there is, covered only by some half-moon battery in advance : 
into this, General Mannstein has been looking wistfully a long 
time : ‘ Austrian Line fallen out at elbow yonder ; clouted by 
some battery in advance ?’ — ^and at length cannot help dashing 
loose on it with his Division. A man liable to be rash, and 
always too impetuous in battle-time. 

He would have fared ill, thinks Friedrich, had not Henri 
and Ferdinand, in pain for Mannstein (some think, privately 
in preconcert with him), hastened in to help ; and done it 
altogether in a shining way ; surmounting perilous diflSculties 
not a few. Hard fighting in that corner, partly on the 
Sterbohol terms ; batteries, mud-tanks ; chargings, recharg- 
ings : ‘ Comrades, you have got honour enough, Kameraderiy 
ihr habt Ehre genug'' (the second man of you lying dead); 

^ let us now try i ’ said a certain llegiment to a certain other, 
in this business.^ Prince Henri shone especially, the gallant 
little gentleman : coming upon one of those mud-tanks with 
battery beyond, his men were spreading file- wise, to cross it 
on the dams ; ^ Bursche, this way ! ’ cried the Prince, and 
plunged-in middle-deep, right upon the battery, and over it, 
and victoriously took possession of it. In a word, they all 
plunge forwyd, in a shining manner; rush on those half- 
moon batteries, regardless of results ; rush over them, seize 
and secure them. Rush, in a word, fairly into that Austrian 
hole-at-elbow, torrents more following them, — and irretriev- 
ably ruin both fore-arm and shoulder-arm of the Austriami 
thereby. 

Fore-arm (Austrian right wing, if still struggEng and 
^ Afckenholt*, L 75 ; Tempeltof, etc. 
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wriggling about Sterbohol) is taken in flank ; snoulder-arm, 

or main line, the like; we have them both in flank; with 
their own batteries to scour them to destruction here : — the 
Austrian Line, throughout, is become a ruin. Has to hurl 
itself rapidly to rightwards, to rearwards, says Tempelhof, 
behind what redoubts and strong points it may have in those 
parts ; and then, by sure stages (Tempelhof guesses three, or 
perhaps four), as one redoubt after another is torn from the 
loose grasp of it, and the stand made becomes ever weaker, 
and the confusion worse, — to roll pelLmell into Prag, and 
hastily close the door behind it. The Prussians, Sterbohol 
people, Mannstein-Henri people, left wing and right, are quite 
across the Zisca Back, on by Nussel (Prince ICarFs headquarter 
that was), and at the Moldau Brink again, when the thing 
ends. Ziethen*’s Hussars have been at Nussel, very busy 
plundering there, ever since that final charge and chase from 
Sterbohol. Plundering ; and, I am ashamed to say, mostly 
drunk: ‘Your Majesty, I cannot rank a hundred sober," 
answered Ziethen (doubtless with a kind of blush), when the 
King applied for them. The King himself has got to Branik, 
farther up stream. Part of the Austrian foot fled, leftwards, 
southwards, as their right wing of horse had all done, up the 
Moldau. About 16,000 Austrians are distractedly on flight 
that way. Towards the Sazawa Country; to unite with Daun, 
as the now advisable thing. Near 40,000 of them are getting 
crammed into Prag ; in spite of Prince Karl, now recovered of 
his cramp, and risen to the frantic pitch ; who vainly struggles 
at the Gate against such inrush, and had even got through 
the Gate, conjuring and commanding, but was himself swum- 
in again by those panic torrents of ebb-tide. 

Rallying within, he again attempted, twice over, at two 
different points, to get out, and up the Moldau, with his 
broken people; but the Prussians, Nussel-Branik way, were 
awake to him : ‘No retreat up the Moldau for you, Austrian 
gentlemen r They tried by another Gate, on the other side 
of the River; but Keith was awake too: ‘In again, ye 
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Austrian gentlemen ! Closed gates here too. What else P 
Browne, from his bed of pain (death-bed, as it proved), was 
for a much more determined outrush : ‘ In the dead of night, 
rank, deliberately adjust yourselves : storm out, one and all, 
and cut your way, night favouring ! ’ That was Browne’s last 
counsel ; but that also was not taken. A really noble Browne, 
say all judges ; died here in about six weeks, — and got away 
from Kriegs-Hofraths and Prince Karls, and the stupidity of 
neighbours, and the other ills that flesh is heir to, altogether. 

At Branik the victorious King had one great disappoint- 
ment : Prince Moritz of Dessau, who should have been here 
long hours ago, with Keith’s right wing, a fresh 15,000, to 
fall upon the enemy’s rear; — no Moritz visible ; not even now, 
when the business is to chase! ‘How is this?’ ‘Ill luck, 
your Majesty ! ’ Moritz’s Pontoon Bridge would not I'each 
across, when he tried it That is certain : ‘just three poor 
pontoons wanting,’ Rumour says : — three or more ; spoiled, I 
am told, in some narrow road, some short-cut which Moritz 
had commanded for them : and now they are not ; and it is 
as if three hundred had been spoiled. Moritz, would he die 
for it, cannot get his Bridge to reach: hi.s fresh 15,000 
stand futile there; not even Seidlitz with his light hor.se 
could really swim across, though he tried hard, and is fabled 
to have done so. Beware of short-cuts, my Prince : your 
Father that is gone, what would he say of you here 1 It was 
the worst mistake Prince Moritz ever made. The Austrian 
Army might have been annihilated, say judges (of a sanguine 
temper), had Moritz been ready, at his hour, to fall-on from 
rearward ; — and where had their retreat bemt ? As it is, the 
Ai^tnan Army is not annihilated ; only bottled into Prag, 
^d_will need sieging. The brightest triumph has a bar of 
black m It, and might always have been brighter. Here is a 
flying Not^ which I will subjoin : 


friedrich’s dispositions for the Battle, this dar, are showed to hsv* 

“***"^y J there was one signal fault, thinks Eetiiow s That he 

did not, as Schwerin oounselled, wait MU the morrow. 
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brought many in the train of it ; that of his tired soldiers,'’ says Retzow, 
being only a first item, and small in comparison. Had he waited till 
the morrow, those fish-ponds of Sterbohol, examined in the interim, 
need not have been mistaken for green meadows ; Prince Moritz, with 
his 15,000, would have been a fact, instead of a false hope ; the King 
might have done his marching down upon Sterbohol in the night-time, 
and been ready for the Austrians, fiank, or even rear, at daybreak : the 
King might" — In reality, this fault seems to have been considerable ; to 
have made the victory far more costly to him, and far less complete. No 
doubt he had his reasons for making haste : Daun, advancing Pragward 
with 30,000, was within three marches of him ; General Beck, Daun's 
vanguard, with a 10,000 of irregulars, did a kind of feat at Brandeis, on 
the Prussian post there (our Saxons deserting to him, in the heat of 
action), this very day. May 6th ; and might, if lucky, have taken part at 
Ziscaberg next day. And besides these solid reasons, there was perhaps 
another. Retzow, who is secretly of the Opposition-party, and well 
worth hearing, knows personally a curious thing. He says : 

Being then" (in March or April, weeks before we left Saxony) 
employed to translate the Flan of Operations into French, for Marshal 
Keith’s use, who did not understand Gei'man, I well know that it con- 
tained the following three main objects : 1®. ^ All Regiments cantoning 
in Silesia as well as Saxony march for Bohemia on one and the same day. 
2®. Whole Army arrives at Prag May 4th ' (Schwerin was a day later, 
and got scolded in consequence); ^if the Enemy stand, he is attacked 
May 6th, and beaten. 3“. So soon as Prag is got, Schwerin, with the 
gross of the Army, pushes into Mahren,’ and the heart of Austria itself; 
^■King hastens with 40,000 to help of the Allied Army,' Royal High- 
ness of Cumberland's ; who will much need it by that time I ^ 

'Here is a very curious fact and consideration. That the King had so 
prophesied and preordained : "May 4th, Four Columns arrive at Prag; 
May 6th, attack the Austrians, beat them," — and now wished to keep his 
word 1 This is an aerial reason, which I can suspect to have had its 
weight among others. There were twirls of that kind in Friedrich ; 
intricate weak places ; knots in the sound straight-fibred mind he had (as 
in whose mind are they not?),— which now and then cost him dear I 
The Anecdote-Books say he was very ill of body, that day. May 6th ; 
and called for something of drug nature, and swallowed it (drug not 
named), after getting on horseback. The Evening Anecdote is prettier : 
How, in the rushing about, Austrians now flying, he got eye on Brother 
Henri ’ (clayey to a degree) ; ^ and sat down with him, in the blessed 
sunset, for a minute or two, and bewailed his sad losses of Schwerin and 
others. 


^ RetooWf i. S4 n. 
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"Certain it is, the victory was bought by hard fighting ; and but for 
the quality of his troops, had not been there. But the bravery of the 
Prussians was exemplary, and covered all mistakes that were made. 
Nobler fire, when did it burn in any Army ? More perfect soldiers I 
have not read of. Platt-Teutsch fire, — which I liken to anthracite, in 
contradistinction to Gaelic blaze of kindled straw,— is thrice-noble, when, 
by strict stern discipline, you are above it withal ; and wield your fire- 
element, as Jove his thunder, by rule I Otherwise it is but half- 
admirable : Turk-Janissaries have it otherwise ; and it comes to com- 
paratively little.’ 

This is the famed Battle of Prag; fought May 6 th, 1757; 
which sounded through all the world, — and used to deafen us 
in drawing-rooms within many’s memory. Kesults of it were : 
On the Prussian side, killed, wounded and missing, 10,500 
men ; on the Austrian, 13,000 (prisoners included), with 
many flags, cannon, tents, much war-gear gone the wrong 
road ; — and a very great humiliation and dispiritment ; 
though they had fought well : ^ No longer the old Austrians, 
by any means,’ as Friedrich sees ; but have iron ramrods, all 
manner of Prussian improvements, and are ^ learning to march,’ 
as he once says, with surprise not quite pleasant ! 

Friedrich gives the cipher of loss, on both sides, much 
higher : ‘ This Battle,’ says he, ‘ which began towards nine 
in the morning, and lasted, chase included, till eight at 
night, was one of the bloodiest of the age. The Enemy lost 
04,000 men, of whom were 5,000 prisoners ; the Prussian 
loss amounted to 18,000 fighting men, — without counting 
Marshal Schwerin, who alone was worth above 10,000.’ ^Thia 
day saw the pillars of the Prussian Infantry cut down,’ says he 
mournfully, seeming almost to think the < laurels of victory ’ 
were purchased too dear. His account of the Battle, as if it 
had been a painful object, rather avoided in his after-thouglxts, 
is unusually indistinct; — and helps us little in the extreme 
confusion that reigns otherwise, both in the thing itself and 
in the reporters of the thing. Here is a word from Winter- 
feld, some private Letter, two days after ; which is weU worth 
reading for those who would understand tibis Battle* 
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‘Tlie Knemy had hi» W!n|r IcftnJiif on th« City, phww hy Um 
Moldau,’ at Nu«sel ; 'and atretcliod with hi* Ri^Iit ^Viufr niTox* tt!i> 
high Hill ' (of Zi«(m) ' to th« village «f Uehen ' (so he And stood, loohio* 
into Prag; hut fared about, on hearing that Frledrirh was across the 
Eiver); ‘having before him those terrible Ihiliioa' (die trrn'Wrti 
'Horse-shoe of the Moldau,’ as we call it), ‘and the villiigu of I*ro»»il., 
which was crummod with Pandour*. It vm* about Imlf-imst sis in the 
morning, when our Schwerin Army' (myself part of it, at this time) 
‘joined with the twenty battalions and twenty ai|«ndrons, which the 
King had brought across to unite with us, and which formed <mr rigid 
wing of battle that day ' (our left wing were Schworluers, .Htorbolml and 
the fighting done by Sohweriners after their long mareli). ‘Tlte King 
was at once determined to attack the Knemy j as also were Krbwerin * 
(say nothing of the arguing) ‘ and your humble servant {mHm Wmi^kut ) ; 
but the first thing wan, to find a hole whereby to get at him. 

'This too was selected, usd decided on, my propcsial being found good , 
and took effect in masaner following j Wo ' (Schweriner*) ‘ had warehed 
off left-wise, foremost ; and w« now, without hid^ oontlnuod marching 
so with the Left Wing ’ of horae, 'which had the vass (f/fr) ; and moved 
on, keeping the road for Hlaupetin, and ever thence miwa^s along for 
Kyge, round the Ponda of Onter-Podschernita, without needing to }miw 
these, and so as to get them in ottr rear. 

“Pho Enemy, who at first had expected nothing bad, ami never 
supposed that wo would attack him at once, /o.vniofe iMlrta, and leosl t>f 
all in tins p(unt^ and did not believe it pfissible, as we should have fo 
wade, breast-deop in juirt, threiigh the ditches, and drag Gur 
was at first ipiito tranquil. But as ho began to perceive our real design 
(in which, they say. Prince Karl wa* the first to open Marsha! Ilrosne's 
eyes), he drew his whole Cavalry over toward* ur, a* fast a* it could tw 
done, and stretclied them out as Bight Wing j to complete wide),, hi* 
Grenadiers and Hungarian llegitlar* of F«mt mtthod themsetviM as they 
got up (makes hi* jmt«nee, itakm, or Join«r**-*qua«i, outumst end of it 
Horse). 


‘The Enemy's intention wa# to hold with tho Right Wing of hi* 
infantry on tlte Farmstead which they call Hterl.aholy ' (.Hteriadod a very 
dirty Farmstead at this day) ; * I, however, had th# good lock, id’unging 
on, head foremost, with si* l>att*l!on» of our IsbR Wing and two of ib« 
Hank, to get to It Imforo him. Although our fiMand Line wa* not vei 
come forward, yet, a* the battalion* of the First were toleraidy well 
gether, I decided, with tienerwl Fouquet, who iiad charge of the H«nk 
m ^1" '«>««; Mid, that the Enemy might not have Ume to 

mfr f ! ,*’“’‘**®** ^*”‘***^* out of tiie Farmstead ' of 

Sterbohol to meet him, -eo fast, that «v*n our cauuon had not um« Ut 
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follow. He did; accordingly; begin to waver ; and I could observe that 
his people here, on this lV'‘ing, w^ere making right-alxmt* 

^Meanwliile, his fire of case-shot openecr (from Homoly Hill; on our 
left); 'and we were still pushing on;— might now be about two hundred 
steps from the Enemy’s LinO; wdien I had the misfortune; at tlie head 
of Regiment Schwerin; to get wounded; and, swooning away (ror Tod), 
fell from my horse to the ground. Aw^akening after some minuteS; and 
raising my head to look about, I found nobody of our people now here 
beside or round me ; but all were already behind, in full flood of rttrmt 
{hoch Anschiagen), The Enemy’s Grenadiers were perhaps eighty paces 
from me ; but had halted, and had not tlie eonfulence to follow us. I 
struggled to my feet, as fast as, for weakness, I possibly could ; and got 
up to our confused mass’ (mifusen exact place, where ?)j 

' but could not; by entreaties or by tbreats, persuade a single man of 
them to turn his face on the Enemy, much less to halt and try again. 

'In this embarrassment the deceased B'cldmarschall found me, and 
noticed that the blood was flowing stream-wise from my neck* Aa I wai 
on foot; and none of my people now near, he bade give me his led liowa 
which he still had’— (and sent me home for surgery? Winterfeld; 
handsomely effacing himself when no longer good for anything, hurries 
on to the Catastrophe, leaving us to guess that he was not an eye-witnesi 
farther)-—' bade give me the led horse which he still liad ; and* (as if tliat 
had happened directly after, which surely it did not? 'end) snatched 
the flag from Captain Rohr, who had taken it up to make the Bursehe 
turn, and rode forward with it himself. But before he could succeed In 
the attempt; this excellent man, almost in a minute, wm hit with five 
case-shot balls, and fell dead on the ground ; as also his brave Adjutant 
von Platen was so wounded that he died next day. 

' During this confusion and repulse, by which, as already mentioned, 
the Enemy had not the lieart to profit, not only was our Second Line 
come on, but those of the First, who had not suffered, went vigorously 
(frisch) at the Enemy,’ — and in course of time (perhaps two hours yot), 
and by dint of effort, we did manage Sterbohol and Its batteries ' Like 
as’ (still in one sentence, and without the least punctuation ; Winterfeld 
being little of a grammarian, and in haste for the eloio), ' Like as Prince 
Henri’s Royal Highness with our Right Wing,’ Maimstein and he, 
'without waiting for order, attacked so prompt andi with iuch/cme/#^/ In 
that elbow-hole far north of 'that everywhere the Enemy’s Line 
began to give way ; and instead of continuing as Line, sought corps-wist 
to gain the Heights, and there post itself. And as, without winning Raid 
Heights, we could not win the Battle, we had to storm them all^ one 
after the .other ; and this it was that cost us the b^, mmt and bravest 
people. 



145 


CHAP. II. J B A T T L E O F 1* HAG 

6 th Mfiy 1757] 

‘Hie late Colonel von CSoIte’ (if we fflnnee l-nok to Rterhohol itwoin, 
‘who, with the regiment Fominet, wiw lulvnnoiitg, right luiml «if 
Schwerin regiment’ and your Kervnnt, ‘had likewise got <{ttito eloxo to 
the Enemy; and had ho not, at the very inatatit wlien he wan levelling 
bayonets, been shot down, 1 thhik that he, with itiyM'lf and the Si hiu'im 
regiment, would have got in, ’--and jmrhniia htive thertt ihmo the jnh, 
special and general, with much leas expouat', and ammer ! * 

This is what we got from Winlorfold ; a rnggoti, not imuh 
grammatical man, hut (ns I can pcrcoivc) with cxccllctil ovi s 
in his head, and interior talent for twoiitv griimiimtiral jtctt|»ic, 
had that been his litic. Tho.so, fttilhfulH' rcndorcii Ihtc, with 
out change but of pointing, arc the oiilj words I ever saw tif 
his: to my regret, — which surely Iho PruHsian IlryiwHltiat 
might still amend a little? — in resja'ct of no disliiiguiHheti a 
penson, and chosen Peer of Frietiricii'a. Tlita his brief ihettry 
of Prag Battle, if intensely read, I find to In* of a wit it 
his practice tliere. 


Schwerin was much lamented in tins Army ; and hiu* been 
duly honoured ever since. His body lies in Selnverinditirg, 
at home, far away; his Mojmment, fiiude of n mute), of 
Monuments, stand.s, now under speejal gUrtn!iHm.hip, newr 
Sterbohol on the spot where he fell. A lute 'iourist imys ; 


‘ At first there was a mommunit of wood ' (iret pknlcd, ! will 
which IS now all gone ; rouinl this KidMor diiseph n. one#, In the year 
1770, holding some review there, mnde hit grenadier hatUliima and 
artilleries form circle, fronting the aky all round, and give three volley* 
of great arms and small, Kaiser in the centre doflliig hat at each wdley, 
in honour of the hero. Which was thought a very pretty thing on the 
Kaiser s part In 1024, tlie tree, I stippoit, being gone to a »t««u», 
Mrtain subscrihing Prumian Olllcera had It rootwl out, and a mudeot 
Pyramid of red-voinod marble built in its room, Which latter the then 
King of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm m, , determined to inipriwe utstn ; 
md so. In 183£), built a second Pyramid cloae by, Wgger, finer, atiii of 
Irussian iron, this one;— purchasing also, from the Aualrian tSovern- 
ment, a rood or two of ground for site; and appointing eome perpetual 


Winterfeld’t handi dated 'Camp at Ifag, 8,h 
»757 ; addressed to one knows not whom t int printed by Pretnsh 
von, VI. ' 

Mt 


May 
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I^th M»y.*s3th Jufit 1757 

Peculitim, or Inoroafta of Faiiiion to an Aui^irkii \ ativiiti of merit foJ* 
taking charge thtm All which, perfectly in orclar, k in its pkoa at 
thiH clay. The actual AiiHtrlfin Fonaioiicr of merit k a !tni 4 -voiml, hard- 
faced, very limited, hul honoat little ; ’^ho Inw worked a little 


fxdygon ditch and minkturo hodgo ronml tlio two iMonuineul-^ ; keep.s 
iiiB own cottage, litti# garden, mul self, rosperlaidy clean; and leads 
stoically a lone life,— no €otn|iany, I should think, hut the Sterbohol 
hinds, who prohahly are <'V,eehi and cuinnot mpeak ft* hinn lie was once 
the reginiant Iloiienlohe’* ; aidferaaoiiitwhal from cold, in the winter 
time, In those upland parti (the cords of wood** allowed him being 
limited) ; but complains of nothing else. Two Knglihh namen were in 
his Album, a military two, and no more* ** Khrfi dm I/c/d (Honour the 
Hero) I we said to him, at partings I f** answered he ; glanc- 

ing at his mmhly biira legs and little ipailo, with wliirli he had been 
working in the Polygon Ditch when w« arrived, I could wish him an 
additional Mifter ihM** (cord more of irowoial), now and then, in the 
cold months 1— 

' Sterliolml Farmstead has hten new-lnillt, in iiiiin*s memory, hut Is 
dirty as ever. Agriculture, all over thli talilodaiid of the SCiscatwrg, I 
should judge to he hmL Not io th# prcnipert ; which Is cheerfully 
extensive, picturestiue In parte, and to the aludeiit of Friedrich ofert 
good commentary, lloada, nisrislotii, villogw; IViwuik, Kyge, Pod- 
schemite, from the Htlgltte of Cliaber rotiiid to Hu%ml and beyond: 
from any knoll, all Fritdrich’i Vlllafw, aiifl many more, lie round you 
as on a map,— their dirt all hiddtn, nothing wanting in 1I10 landscape, 
were it better carpital with grten (green liialead of rmmi\ and shaded 
here and there with wood. A imali wild lirlglit*red, and of the 
size of a star, grows exteiiilvely about; of which pm are tempted to 
pluck specimens, m memorW of a Field m fmmm§ la Wm* * 


CHAPTIE til 

PEAG CANNOT IB OOT AT ONCE 

Whai Rri'edricli'’s emotioni after thi Buttlt ef Fra.g wciei 
we do not aiuclr know, 'ITity mm iiol ia»ii«lmlilC| 

read his Mtuatlon well ; but in th® way of i|i«ech, there is, m 
usual, next to nothing. Her* are two stray ultt*r»n"«s, worth 
gathering from a man so uncommuaicatiwi in that form. 

* Tcmriig;^i Note (Septeail^i 
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^^^edM^amonlh hffore Frag (From Lockwitie, 2Sth Mnrrli. lo I'ri'u'i'w 
Amelia, at Berlin).— 'My deareet Sister, 1 Ifive you « tlxmoiuui Otiti.k* 

for the hints you have got me from Dr« Eller on the 
Mother, Thrice-welcoma this; and reaHsuriw tm* (aiiw, nol on goiwl 
basis ’) ^against a misfortune which I nhould have coiwidertnl ^vr)* grvat 
for me. 

^As to us and our posture of afairs, politkiil mitl militiiri , plart* 
yourself^ I conjure you, afmm every event Think of our C ouniry ; mnl 
remember that one's first duty is to defend it If yoti learn thiit ii nm 
fox-tune happens to one of us, ask, Did he die fighling iiml if 
give thanks to God. Victory or else death, there m ludhlng ehe hr %m » 
one or the other we must have. All the world here is of tlm! tiuiiper, 
What! you would have everybody iatTifu’e his life for the State* and 
you would not have your Brothers give thii ij«atiiple? Ah* my dei»r 
Sister, at this crisis, there is no room for hiirgainlng, Elllier at thr 
summit of glorious success, or eke akdlihed iltogiilher* llik 
now coming is like that of Phariidk for Eottie, or that of l^iirira for tin* 
Greeks,'— a Campaign we verily shall have to wiiii or go lo wreck 

Friedrich shortly after Fray (To hk Mother, Letter still oxliiil }« 
Autograph, without date).—'* My Brotheri and I are still well. *l1ir 
whole Campaign runs risk of being lost to the Aunirkui j anil I iiiil 
myself free, with 150,000 men. Add to thk, thiit we are mauler* of a 
Kingdom ' (Bohemia here), *w’hich k obliged to furnish ii« with troop 
and money, 'nie Austrians are dispersed like straw before tho witul I 
will send a part of my troops to compliment Itlewhieiira the Frenrli ; atid 
am going' (if I once had Prag I) purine the Auitriifii w'lth the re*i 
of my Army/^ 

Friedrich, who keeps his emotioim generiilly to liitnurlf, 

does not, as will be seen, remain quite Bilcnt to us through- 
out this great Year; but, by aeciclerit, has left us «om« 
rather impressive gleanings in that kind and certainly in 
no year could such accident have Ijecn luckier to us; this 
of 1757 being, in several rospccls, the greatest of hi* 
Life. From nearly the topmost heights down to the lowest 
deeps, his fortunes oscillated this year; and prolmhly, of all 
the sons of Adam, nobody’s outlooks and reflection* luul in 
them, successive and simultaneous, more gigantic form* of 
fear and of hope. He is on a very high peak at tXiis moment; 
suddenly emerging from his thick cloud, into thundami* 

. ^ CBmris Frddirkrmvil i, jf i, ' *j|, xii'fi. ||. 
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victory of that kind ; and warning all i'vthima whu't'they'v™ 

by meddling with the Sungod 1 Loud enough, far-flaugdng, 
is the sound of the silver bowj gnzetteera «mi nivn all on’ 
pause at such new Pljo'hus Apollo risen in his wrath ; (he 
Victory at Prag cousideroil to be inueh name aunihUative 
than it really was. At Lomion, Lmi nohlerness had his 
Tower-guns in readincas, wailing for .sumethiiig of the kind • 
and ‘ the joy of the people was frantic.' ‘ 

Very dominant, our ‘Protestant (’hampion ' ymuler, on hw 
Ziscaberg; bidding the enormous Ponipaclour-'i'hema eom^ 
binations, the French, Austrian, Swwiish, RiisHian populations 
and dread sovereign.s, check their prtiud waves, and hoki at 
mid-flood. It is thought, had he ni efieet ' aiiiiihilaletl ’ the 
Austrian force at Prag, that clay (hVidav 0th .\Iav, as he 
might have done by waiting till Saturday 7th), he eoidd then 
wdth the due rapidity, rapidity being indisjwimhie in the 
affair, have become master of Prag, wJueij meant of Rohemia 
altogether ; and have stormed forward, as his program bore 
into the heart of an Austria still tem>r-.Htrieke«, unmllietl ■ 
— m which case, it is calculnte<l, the Fn-neh, the Russians,’ 
Swedes, much more the Reich and suchlike, would all havv 
Jawn bndle; and Austria itself have eondescend.s! to make 
reaflv ToAr f Neighbour of such quality, and eonsent to his 

think Retzow and others.* But the King hml not waitwl till 
tomorrow ; no persuasion could make him wait ; ami it is 
i^e speculating on the small turns which here, as everywhere, 
tan produce such deflections of course. 

Beyond question, Prag is not captured, and may, as now 
gamsone , require a great deal of capturing i — and oerhaos 

2lid 'i™in<vn 9 y of Vri«lrid.\ .,„l 

id taMc hcJ, t.U much moru lave been do.» 1 ic*.!™.!, 1„ 

.syof-S. 

• Holderness to Mitchell, aoth M«y 1757 Ml’ieWn " Mmwirt 'J, i. *49 , 

his., Letter from Keith** Tamn aow ftlltiiiliiig Ffifniflchi 

^ Bm Umwnw^ L me. 
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gth May-i3th June 1757J 

nothing of the (jascon : but there tnay well be wnw'ivRbk 
this time a certain glow of internal pride, like tlml, «>f l*b<fhu* 
amid the piled tempests, — like that of the On.- Man prevail, 
ing, if but for a short season, agaijist the Devil and All Men: 
‘I have made good my bit of resolution so far: here are the 
Austrians beaten at the sot day, and Prag siimmoned to 
sun-ender, as per program ! ’ — 

Intrinsically, Prag is not a strong City : w<. hav,. s.-en it 
taken in few days ; in one night and again, m in Bell.-i.,le\ 
time, we have seen it making tough defence for a series .jf 
weeks. It depends on the ganison, wlmt extent of gari inon 
(the circuit of it being so immense), and wlmt height of 
humour. There are now 46,000 men caged in it. known to 
have considerable magazines; and Friedrich, aware that it 
will cost trouble, bends all his strength upon it, and from his 
two emmps, Zuscaberg, Weissenherg, due Bri<lg.-s miiting. Keith 
and he batter it violently, aiming ehietly at the Mngawnes 
(which are not all bomb-proof); and hope they nuiv mmrM 
before it is too late. 


The Vienna people are in the depths of nnmmiinit and 
discouragement; almo.st of terror, had it not been for a fVw 
or especially for one high heart among Ihein. I-Vl.lumrN.-hali 
Daun, on the news of May 6lh, hastily fell i.ack, join.M |,v 
the wrecks of the right wing, which fled Sumwn wnv. Bi tins' 

Tds DaT ^ 

ments from the homeward quarter; and hanging Im.-k. fh. 
now double or so of Bevern's strmigth. Amiwi-ment and 

inwT the whole hostile world maul, 

no^r f Russians, much more the Reich 

l-U Zm , ftrir. T *'"> ''""I 

backward), for above a month ensuing ! ^iho know»iy^ 
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practicallj, any or them wjil come on ; ami not leave Austria 
by itself to do the duel with Friedrich * If Pmg ^ere but 
got, and the 40,000 well locked aw'av, if would be very 
salutary for Friedrich’s affairs f -Wn-k after wwk, the City 
holds out ; and there seems no h«|H! of it, exiTpt by hunger, 
and burning their Magazines by mi«hot balk. 


Colonel Mayer mth his ‘ Free-Corps' Pt$rtn makrx a Visif 
qfdidaciic Naturt\ to the Iteh h 

Friedrich, as we saw, on entering IJbhmen, had sbot-off’ a 
Light Detachment umter Colonel Mayer, souUiwartl, to seize 
any Austrian Magazines there were, esjwcially one big Magazine 
at Pilsen : — which Mayer has handsomely done. May i<i (PHsen 
‘a bigger Magazine than Jung-Bunzlau, even’); after which 
Mayer is now oiF westwani, into the Ober- Pfalz, into the 
Nurnberg Countries ; to teach the Reich a small lesson, since 
they will not listen to Plotho. I»nig Rattii^ as happna, hati 
already much chilled the ardour of the Reich ! Dlayer has 
two IVee-Corps, his own and anoUicr ; atnnit 1 ,S00 of foot • 
to which are added a 200 of hussars, lliev hav,. « rnnnon’ 
carry otherwise a minimum of baggage ; are swift wild fellows’ 
sharp of stroke; and do, for the time, prove didactic to the 
Reich ; bringing home to its very bosom the late great lesson 
o the Ziscaberg, in mt applied form. Maytr iiifiilt a pwttv 
course of it, into the Ober-Pfalz Countries; soaliering the 
poor Execution Drill-Sergeants and indpiencies of preparation, 
the deliberative County Meetinp. Frm.VmwmU: ransoming 
Cities, Nurnberg for one dty, mhmm criei went to Friwlrich 
on the Ziscaberg, and wide over the world.* NiJrnlHTg would 
hare been but too happy to ‘reftire its contingent to the 
Keichs Army, as many others would hav# liecn (poor Kur- 

ww'. ssutii ».2r * “ *>—»•». ■■ “* 

**** SUrnbn, iMttt bmJ lUipom. (311. 

Msy« Expedition . .l,o In lii *9 (qwal*,* frwn PxellK 
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Baiern hurrying-off a kind of Embassy to Fried rirli, great 
terror reigning among the wigs of Hogonsbnrg^ and tiverybmiy 
drawing back that could), — had not Imporiiil iiu‘naceS| iiiiii 
an Event that fell-out by and by in lh*ag Country, forwi 
compliance. 

Mayer’s Expedition made a loud noise in the Ncwspapei^ ; 
and was truly of a shining nature in its kind ; very perIVetly 
managed on Mayer’s part, and has traits in it whii-li lire 
amusing to read, had one time. Take one small glance from 
Pauli : 


^At Filrth in Anspack, 1st June* (alter slae-Jayi icrawiiiK af Nllriil*i*ric 
from without, which we had no cannon to lake), iiraUiity for llot 
Prussian troops* (amount not stated) demanded and glvmi j 
Schwabach, farther up the Eegnte Elver, they took «n«rlvr» ; no 
exemption made, clergy and laity alike getthif ioldlers liiileleil. 
and drink had to be given them; as alio 100 eamllitw* (fuliteiw ai«| 
better), ^and- twenty new uniforms. Upon which, next day* lliry 
marched to Zirndorf, and the Eciclisgraf Fack1er*« Mimskm, the Hrhhwn 
of Farrenbach there, Mayer took quarter In the Hchlois Ikelf, Ifpre 
the noble owners got-up a ball for Mayer*fi entertiilnmeiil ; and dnl all 
they could contrive to induce a light treatment from him/ It* 

the neighbouring nobility and in gala; l^lfiyer liw in Im Um 

uniform, and smiling politely, with those ‘ hrighl llUle tdm k eyoM^ of 
hisl For he was a brilliant airy kind of fellow, ami had mtirl/of ifm 
chevalier, as well as of the partisan, when requlull# I 
^Out of Farrenhach* the Mayer pacqilt circnhiled ti|»n all ilie ntigli* 
bouring Lordships; at Wilhelmsdorf, the Ilelchii«Far«t von Iliilmnlolw* 
^ too busy Anti-Prussian) *had the worio liruiit to litar. Ilte ailjareiit 
Baireuth lands' (dear Wilhelmina, fiiiicy her loo in atich tivlglilmiirlwwl 'I 
^were to the utmost spared all billeting,, ami tvtti all 
wandering sergeants of the Ecicha Force, aergwtiit nit I, t|,«, 
Wdraiburg Herr Commissarius and eight .eommon nitii, did gel pirkrd'Uti 
on Baireuth ground : and tide or th« other Ati«|M*oh («Riri»! (Att.itwh 
being disaffected), too busy on the wrong eide, found hii.twlf .uddwilr 
Prisoner of War; but was given up, at Wllhelmins's grsci.ni. r«,„t„. 
On Bamberg he was sharp as flint; and had to he; the rs, 

reinforced at last hy "Circle-Militias (Krek-tntp/mn)" In t|ustiUty, I.cimii 

hlfoocumd’^'*** ‘*‘'*“*‘ ■* 


Of the 


Affair at Vach,’ pretty little Dmwn.Bttttk (mmtlf 
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an affair of art), Mavor t'trms ‘ Kn-iH4ni«|w ‘ t “ Uw 
of 6,000, with twelve atriitiei, er Hutiie »miv twentv-four’ 
(which they couldn't luitHlIe); luu! ht.w iMitycr ctumin.riv took 
a position unassailahlc, » buriit Bridges of the Itegiiitz Ilivei ’ 
and, plying his five tmuiuai Hgidust these nnh-ut awkward 
people, stood cheerful on the other side ; and thru at last in 
good time, whlsketl himself off t«» the UiH of (’uhiihach, with 
all his baggage, inexpiignntde there f»»r tim-e «i«v.s:..™of aU 
this, though it is set.d<»wn «t full leuglh, w,- ran snv nothing > 
And will add only, that, having girt himself ami made hk 
packages, Mayer left the Hill of t’uhohaeh; niwl lielila-rately 
wended home, by Coburg, and other Comdries where he hml 
business, eating his way ; and curly in dsdy was wife in the 
Metal Mountains again; having (hifterwl the Vtdwiajm in 
their Erankenland Corioli to an »mesj«-rtetl extent. It ts 
one of five or six mu-h mdJies hVitslrirh made upon the lleich 
sometimes upon the Austrians and Heieh together, to tumble.’ 
up their magazines ami p«.}mmtioiw. Ita|.i<l unextwted 
inroads, year after year; done chiefly by the Vnv.Vonn- 
and famous enough to the then Gn/eltVers. Ofwhirh, or of 
their doers, as we can in time comiitg afford little or no 
notice, let us add this smidl Note on the i-Vee-Corps topic 

us again **^'^^*^ iha»k», hut must not interrupt 

‘Before this tVar w»« done,* my my Aotlmrltiwi •them 
gradually to be twcuty-one Brussian fre».( ur|»»,*~ fii.it «|| . 

penencM. Notable Aggregates they were «f I.,„w wamlering fellows 
broken Saxons, Prussians. French ; <• iim.garian frot“ ta , “ «Z of 
them, "Deserters from all th* Armie«'> ,mt . frl It ^ 

welhcaptiZ-^^ aparllrular ehararter ; l„.t well-diwiidinod, 

t'^’ptemed , w ho geiiemily maniigiHl their work welt. 

■ * ' ....§ 

> Pauli, iii , jj, etc. (who gt»e» 
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^They were^ by origin^ of Anti- rolpatoli niituro, mi ilw Oiiintiiiid- 
cut-diamond principle; they Htole a gHHid deal, wit It ordFr wnoetiiins, 
and oftener without ; but there wm nothiiiii of the old *\Ieiil/.el IVetick 
atrocity permitted them, or ever impuled to therti ; find they dul^ 
usually with good military talent^ Hom<*'timeu coiinpienouHly gotni* wliat 
was required of them. Regular OeneralH, of a hlgli merits one or two of 
their Captains came to bo : WiiUHch, for e^^ample ; Werner, in «oiue 
sort; and, but for his sudden dofith, IIuh Mfiyer bim^«elf Ullierif of 
them, as Von Hordt(lIard is his Swedish name) ; and <^)niHtnH leilitei" 
(by nature Guichardy of whom wo shall !n‘fir a great ileal in I he l'Viedri*‘h 
circle by and by), are distinguished as hofiowrahly inlelleettnd iind 
cultivated persons.^ 

^Poor Mayer died within two years hence (f>ih Jfinnary I7fd») ; of 
fever, cauglit liy unheard-of eiorlions and overdatigne» ; after itmny 
exploits, and with the highest prospects opening on him, A miin of 
many adventures, of many qualities ; a wild diiMh of chiriilry In him all 
along, and much military and other taient crossed In the growing, In 
the dull old Books I read one other fact winch is vivid to tiie, limt 
Wilhelmina, as seipiel of those first Franconian exploits ami procrdiirWi 
^^had given him her Order of KnighthoiKi, (hv/rr qf Nimvrify #iri#l 
Fidelityy ** — poor dear PrincesH, what an interest hi H’dhehiMfia, ihln 
flash of her Brother's thunder thrown into tlnme Franeoniun part and 
across her own pungent anxieties and sorrowfully ailectioniae lho:ugliti*| 
in those weeks I — 

Shortly after Mayer, aljoiit the tiim* when Mayt-r xviw 
wending homeward. General von Oldeuhtirg, a wry udiiint 
punctual old General, was jmshetl <nit; westwnni upon KrAirt, 
a City of Kur-Mainz’-s, to give Kiir-Mninz. a aiiiiilar iiHMiiiiun. 
And did it handsomely, impressively upon the (Jaretteer 
world at lea.st and the Erfurt populations, though we can 
afford it no room in this plaee. OhleulnirgH foree was hot 
some SjOOO ; Tirna Sasoiw most of them - sueh a winter 
Oldenburg has had with these Saxons; hm>iting.jnit into 
actual musketry upon him once; Oldeuhurg, voleauivally 
steady, summoning the IVussian part, ‘Tome, true IVussian 

* Count de Hordt’s Metmin (RutoUiographic#!, or in the rirsl-perwa s 
Cranslation, I.on(l<m, 1806 ; hm Krrnifh Orlyiiml*, « worse in 1780. tunl « !«*!»« 
low at la-it), Preface, i-xii. In J/Mm-OmAkhtt, v, 102104, yj, r iiruilsdi 

List of the Free-Corps in 1758’ (twelve of fool, two of horae, at that (imeti 
ee Preuss, ii. 37* n. ; Pauli (uW wpri), lift »/ Ma^tr. 
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■and hanging nine of thp 


Bursche ! *• 

■■ - - c;» --d ----- • - ***wi4?i c^i^i 

has coerced and catnja;«m! thcni (all th.il did jn.t coiihiu. f 
desert) into soldierly ob«liciKf; and. y{Hh Jtin,. I 

the Gate of Erfurt with them, to ilo his ,h.iicnte ermn 1 i! 
Sharply conclusive, though jmlile and {«„„■(„, a. •s,,.,!'’?’' 
Eur-Mainz, say you ? Well, m ta umr iifkl ft 

1,400 soldiers all moving jawfidilv'tdr thither ' Vj, * 

It! And Oldenburg mardait m. ,w vnHJ-stnnviim for th,, 

time but, indeed, !iia soon ti> leave again ; owimV f,. ut , 
Event in the distance will be seen ! ^ 

If Prag Siege go well, tliese .Mayer.CJldenhnrg exn«litio„, 
will have an eifect on the Iteieh : hut if it go ill, ,Z 
they, against Austria with its force of »trmlv nresNim.? vJ 

w'T n fnct vstmnetv evident 

to Inednch too But tlieac are what in the interim ran b 

done. One neglects no 0}i},..rtunify, tries hy every i«ct!«K!, 

0/ the nngulcvr q7m»i~l>e^tcheil i’mdiimn qf F.uf^hrui, ami 
what is to he hoped Jmm it for the Commm iume, ifp,,,,.. 
go arnm ■/ h 

On the Britannic side, too, the outlonb are not emnl - 

wg with forty thousand to help his AlliiV—thnt in 

at this moment. Hoyal nighneiw and Army «»f 

(s ould have been 67,000, are 50 to 00,()<}f),'hir«sl (Jerimms 

toops good enough, were they tolemhiv bl) «,»!, d,,. 

represented it ; and, already, ~ui,|e«s |»r„„ ^ 
outnumbi“him ««ti»genl n*,»et. i)*ENtrm’ 

a very considerah’u ** «<* a soldier,-— 

‘ ^ ^ «lvantage in araire of war. 

from, the Reieh’i.W f^ *n~ jf*^*”*"** with **»t MWwMiasni 

lOWeaburg. *^'“**d, !lw Ste, «* issHhm 
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D’Estre^s, since April, is in Wesel; gathering-in the 
revenues, changing the Officialities: much out of discipline, 
they say; — hanging’ gradually ‘1,000 marauders’; in 
round numbers, 1,000 this year.^ D’Estr&s does not yet 
push forward, owing to Prag. If he do — It is well known 
how Royal Highness fared when he did, and what a Campaign 
Royal Highness made of it this Year 1757 1 How the 
Weser did prove wadeable, as Schmettau had said to no 
purpose ; wadeable, bridgeable ; and Royal Highness had to 
wriggle back, evef back ; no stand to be made, or far worse 
than none : back, ever back, till he got into the Sea, for that 
matter, and to the mdf of more than one thing! Poor man 
friends say he has an incurable Hanover Ministry, a Program 
that is inexecutable. As yet he has not lost head, any head 
he ever had : but he is wonderful, he; — and his England is ! 
We shall have to look at him once again ; and happily once 
only. Here, from my Constitutional Historian, are some 
Passages which we may as well read in the present interim of 
expectation. I label, and try to arrange : 

1. England in Crisis. ‘England is indignant with its Hero of Culloden 
and his Campaign 1^57 ; but really has no business to complain. Royal 
Highness of Cumberland, wriggling helplessly in that manner, is a fair 
representative of the England that now is. For years back, there has 
been, in regard to all things Foreign or Domestic, in that Country, by 
way of National action, the miserablest haggling as to which of various 
little-competent persons shall act for the Nation. A melancholy con- 
dition indeed ! — 

‘ But the fact is, his Grace of Newcastle, ever since his poor Brother 
Pelham died (who was always a solid, loyal kind of man, though a dull ; 
and had always, with patient affection, furnished his Grace, much 
wnsupplied otherwise, with Common-Sense hitherto), is quite insecure in 
Parliament, and knows not what hand to turn to. Fox is contemptuous 
of him ; Pitt entirely impatient of him ; Duke of Cumberland (great in the 
glory of Culloden) is aiming to oust him, and hear rule with his Young 
Nephew, the new Rising Sun, as the poor Papa and Grandfather gets old. 
Even Carteret (Earl Granville as they now call him, a Carteret much 
changed since those high-soaring Worms-Hanau times I) was applied to. 


^ Stcnisel, V. 65 ; Retzow, i. 173. 
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depth of sad coiivii’tioii, winrh m ap.t ii» fo* sltirt’od ovor mill 
altogx^ther by a I'lioilerii as if l.Jil.s Shtnm 

were about ended ; little or no hofio left for il ; hero 11 glemn of 
possibility, and there a gleam, wldeh soon vmiis!it*M again in lh«» fotnl 
murk of impotencies, do-iiothingisms. Very sad ki the heart of Ihtt, A 
once brave Nation arrivcMl at its erifhanl point, anil doMined k» In;’ ah* mid 
puddle there till it drown in the gnlfers: ron.siiieraidy tmemal to Ihlt ; 
who is lively, ingeniouH, ami, ihongh ijol, «|!nfkiig flie f^mhamento) 
tone for the llehrew-Prophetie, far more Mwiptus ihaii the mGdern readm* 
thinks. 

‘^In Walpole’s Book^ there is the livelieht Ihetnre of IIoh ikHmul 
Paidiamentary llellbrothy—Hurli a WolJnvr of lh»a*l iJogM ns ojie ha« 
seldom looked into! For the Hour is griatl ; ami the Hononralde 


Gentlemen, I must say, are smalL llie Honr, liMie as i-tiii dream of if, 
my Honourable Friends, is pregnant with r|nesikins Ihiil um 
Wide Continents, long Fpoelw iind J*lons hang on ihis. piior jiirgoniiig of 
yours ; the Eternal Destinies are asking their iniiidt*fiivotire 4 Kiitioii, 
''Will you, can you ? Niitkin k answering In Ihal 
manner. Astonished at its own stophlity, and taking refngii in hiiighler, 
The Eternal Destinies are very pakent with some Kations ; mill run 
disregard their follies, tor a long while; and have their I Vitinwell, lm\‘» 
their Pitt, or what else is essential, ready t'or the I'loor Nut ion, in 11 
grandly silent way ! 

'Certain it is, — 'timngh Imw could poor Kew-ruHtlr lumw |l fi| nil * 
—here is again the Imur <»f tide for Firjauil. *1 sir h I'oU n,'-nn ; hm 
been flowing long hundreds of yeiirs, imd in foil : i-orrain. l.-no ihal kme 


and tide wait on no man or nation. 1 n a iliuler t diilmenl from I roinw tdr» 
or Pitt's, but with a sense true to theirs, I call it the laeriml De*itiiiiii« 
knocking at England’s d<»or again : «*' Are yon remly for Hie crkk, 
point of long Ages to you, w hieh is now eonie?** ^■•realer lind 

not bean, hv centuries past None to he nmned w-iili it »itire tlmi hkh 
Spirikml Question (truly a much higher, and wlilcli mm In firt lli# 
parent of this, and of ail of high and great iimt luy ftliead), whlrli 
England and Oliver Cromwell were there to muwer : WtU vim Imld |*|* 
Consecrated Formulas, tlnut, you FiigliHli, nmi e.spiwt wdvatlnn from 
traditions of the elders; or are you for Divine IhmlWim, m the mm 
sacred and indispensahle thing?** Which they did answer, in whui wmv 

wJuG,. if „ 

well, it will grow in thw world, iind tiwy conw to (to 
have many high Quoationn to miNwor, tiim of I'iu’a, for ex«mu|«. And 
the Armw-ora given do nl«uy« wt.m.l through coming ego. j and .{o 
always bear harvewte, accurwi-d or cIko lilexawl, liwurding aa tli® Aimmum 


^ Memm>s $f ike Iasi Vmrs §/ Cmgi //» 
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Wire. A thing: awfnilj tryiii if fm hme fvit for 
Honminihli Oruilanwi itrinii% mm\ in thn iigv uf pfrcusiiiiinH»itpii | 
my frieinl* Ntnvrn«tIobms, lin|ii<ntfi FnItrtinuoriM, in g Katknij do not 
di 0 :««-neltlior (thnnk Ctiwi) tin Crnniw^Ilifiiiw mid piouii iInroiHimi; Imt 
are allvo for the poor Nation, ovon In lU iiomi»u«lmlwude«, in it« 
RtupidoKt droanw. For Nationii liiivo tlioir Rtnimamliulonfios ; and, at 
any riita, tlio pot lo Niithnw, in difIVroni vary muck 

Not In liny agra, or iurning:«|Mniit in ilintory, had Kngflnnd answorod the 
IHodaniai in enoh a dialect m now^ nnder its AVewoastIo and National 
Paliiver/ 

0. Of Waipokf m ikmnimg Anpfl * H'alpokfs iSf&rpin ih$ JSifmnd k a 
Book of far more worth than i« coininonly iwcrihoci to It ; almost the 
one original English Book yet written on those times, which, hy the 
aceWeni of Pitt, are alill iiitnnornhlo lo us. Hut for H'a!poIo,-4Hirning 
like 11 ainall steady light there, ahining failhfuliy, If stingily, on the evil 
and the good.—that sordid tiuiddle of iht Pelhnm Parliiimenli, which 
clmnred to he the element of things now recognlsishlo enough m great, 
would be forever uitinlelligililt* He ii uiiusuaily accurate, punctual, 
lucid i an irrefmgahle iintliorily on English points. And If, In regard 
to' Foreign, he cannot he called an understanding witnwi, Im Im read 
tibe heat Hocumenti acci«ih!«, li« convermHi with aelect Anihaisadors 
(Mitchell and the like, m we can gum*); and hm informed himielf to a 
degree far hiycind most of Ids conter«|ajrark*i, In regard to PItP* 
Speechea, in particukri hk brief jotting*, done rapidly while the matter 
was itill ihining to him, are the only iteporto that have the limit human 
reiemhknee* We may thank Walinik that Pitt I* not dumb to ui, as 
well ai dark. Very eurioui little wratchingi aiid eichlnga, those of 
Walpole ; frugal, swift, hut punctual and eiact ; hasty pen-amklnk out^ 
lines ; at drit vkw, all barren ; held m mt invoice, eeimtiiigly ; but which 
yield you, after long study Ihert and eliwwlif m, a conceivable notion of 
what and how excellent ihm^ Pitt 8peeclie« may have heeru Airy, 
winged, like arrow^lghto- of Pliabui Apollo ; very auperktlv# Spetahw 
indeed. Wal|Jokk Book I* carefully priiiltd,— few errow In It like Hiat 
** Chapeau ** for OhaMf* which r«<le» reiiiiimber but, In respect to 
editing, may be eliaractoriiod m *1111 wanting m Editon A Book 
unedited ; little but laiy Ifwomnei of a very liopl^ type, lliick coa^ 
tented darknwi, traceable tbmughout In tlii marginal part Mo attempt 
at m Index, or at any of the natuiml help* to a r^tr now at *uoh 
dktance from It Nay, till you liave at Itwl nmrktil, on the top of each 
page, what Month and Year it actually i*, the caniioi be nmi at 
aJdi-Hixcept by an Idle on»tura, dolr^ wo»e Ihw aotodr^ under the 
name of reading P 

4i Wl'# ^rif#Aodotitl»p W% 0 i, *lt k t kind of ipoeh in your 
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studies of modern Englisli History when you get to understand of Pitti' 
Speeches, that they are not Parliamentary Eloquences, hut things which 
with his whole soul he means, and is intent to do. This surprising 
circumstance, when at last become undeniable, makes, on the sudden, an 
immense difference for the Speeches and you ! Speeches are not a thing 
of high m'^ment to this Editor ; it is the Thing spoken, and how far the 
speaker means to uo it, that this Editor inquires for* Too many Speeches 
there are, which he hears admired all round, and has privately co enter- 
tain a very horrid notion of ! Speeches, the finest in quality (were quality 
really ^^fine** conceivable in such case), which want a corresponding fine- 
ness of source and intention, corresponding nobleness of purport, con- 
viction, tendency ; these, if we will reflect, are frightful instead of 
beautiful. Yes;— and always the frightfuler, the finer they are; 
and the faster and farther they go, sowing themselves in the dim 
vacancy of men*s minds. For Speeches, like all human things, though 
the fact is now little remembered, do always rank themselves as forever 
blessed, or as forever unblessed. Sheep or goats ; on the right hand of 
the Final Judge, or else on the left. There are Speeches which can be 
called true ; and, again, Speeches which are not true : — ^Heavens, only 
think what these latter are ! Sacked wind, which you are intended to 
90W , — ^that you may reap the whirlwind ! After long reading, I find 
Chatham's Speeches to be what he pretends they are : true, and worth 
speaking then and there. Noble indeed, I can call them with you . 
the highly noble Foreshadow, necessary preface and accompaniment of 
Actions which are still nobler. A very singular phenomenon within 
those walls, or without ! 

* Pitt, though nobly eloquent, is a Man of Action, not of Speech ; an 
authentically Royal kind of Man. And if there were a Plutarch in these 
times, with a good deal of leisure on his hands, he might run a Parallel 
between Friedrich and Chatham. Two radiant Kings ; very shini^ 
Men of Action both ; both of them hard bestead, as the case often is. 
For your born King will generally have, if not ‘"all Europe against 
him,*' at least pretty much all the Universe. Chatham’s course to 
Kingship was not straight or smooth,— as Friedrich, too, had his well- 
nigh fatal diflaculties on the road. Again, says the Plutarch, they are 
very brave men both; and of a clearness and veracity peculiar among 
their contemporaries. In Chatham, too, there is something ; the flash 
of steel ; a very sharp-cutting, penetrative, rapid individual, he too ; and 
shaped for action, first of all, though he has to talk so much in the 
world. Fastidious, proud, no King could be prouder, though his element 
is that of Free-Senate and Democracy. And he has a beautiful poetic 
delicacy, withal; great tenderness in him, playfulness, grace; m all 
wavHj well as a solid loftiness of mind. Not bom a King,—* 
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alaR, na, iu>t ofia^tally r«, tally iiatiirally «o; twii aw tu neek! 

TIh^ ('anifiitaan;; of MIin'ki, tint ioni|uoriiii< af tlo^ Folliain Piirlkaienti— 
But will hlitit-up tlio l*i»tt?iiTli witfi lima uii hin liundsi, 

* BiltV S|)oo«‘iH*s» m I H|a‘!l tliom fniii* Wai|ioIi^ mui the other faint 
IrarhigH lel’ti are full of goniuH in the voriil ktiul, far beyond any 
Speeches delivered in ihtrliamoiil. : MudotiH iiliiay*», and the very truth 
Rueli a« he ItiiR it : but -^odng iii many dialerN and moden ; full of airy 
llaHitiuKR, twinkles* inid eoniMViilioiw* Sport, m of Rheet Iif,dituin|( 
gliineiiig idaniti the tmtt lying untler the horizon ; holt /oVdrn, iih in fit^ 
umler Htieli a hari/,on fiR he Iimh A singularly nitliant man. (Joiihl 
have been a Poet, too, in mmm small meaHure, hatl he gone on that line* 
There are tuany louehea of genius, eomiei tragie, lyrie, Mtmieihing of 
humour even, be read in those %H|iiid<iwa of S|tei!eliei4 taken down for 
us by ^Valpole* * * 

* In one wt»rd, Pitt, shining like a gleiim «»f sharp sleet in that murk of 
ooiitemplihilitieM, Is eiirefully steering Inn way lomirik Kingship over it 
IVfigieiil It Ih (espeeially In PitPs rase, first and las!) |« mm 11 Hoyid Man, 
or Born King, wading towards hln Ihroiie in surh an element But, aliis, 
the Born King (even when lie tries, whieli I lake to the rarer mm) m 
seldom van arrive there at all |—sinfnl Eporhs there are, wtien Heaven*! 
curse 1ms been spoken, iind it m Unit iiwfui Being, the Horn Shiim^-Eliig, 
Uiat arrives I Pitt, however, liinm IK ; and the more w*«i study Pitt, 
the more wa sluill find ha does it In a perutiarly high, manful iind hiiiiour- 
able a» well a« d<mtrou« munner ; and thiil Koglinh ilwtory hmi a right 
to oall him *Hho iiemii and highest iinin of t'oiistitiitional Parliament!; 
tha ilka of whom ww not In any Piirliiinieut miltd C hinstitutlonai, nor 
will again ba/*" 

Wt‘11, prtiimlily enojtgh ; t«>o prolmbly ! But whnt it uiore 
concerns us to nnncnihcr hero, is the fnrt, 'Hml in tlicse tiismal 
shufflings wiiich hnve Ijccn, i’ilt, — in spite (if Hoyiil dislikes and 
Newcastle peddlings and chicaneries,— has Ix^ni actually in 
Office, in the due topmost place, the ptmr Englisii Nation 
ardently demanding him, In what ways it could. Keen in 
Office;— -and is actually out again, in spite of the Nation. 
Was without real power in the Itoyid {'ouncils; though of 
noble promise, and planting himself down, iicro- like, evidently 
bent on work, and on ending that miultcritble *.St.-Vitu*'- 
dance’ that had gone so high all round him. Without read 
power, wo say ; and ha« ha<! no permanency. Came in 1 1 th- 
I9tih November 1756; thrown out 5Uj April 1757. After 
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six-months trial, the St. Vitus finds that it cannot do with 
him ; and will prefer going on again. The last act his Royal 
Highness of Cumberland did in England was to displace Pitt : 
‘ Down you, I am the man ! ’ said Royal Highness ; and went 
to the Weser Countries on those terms. 

Would the reader wish to see, in summary, what PitEs 
Offices have been, since he entered on this career about thirty 
years ago ? Here, from our Historian, is the List of them in 
order of time ; Stages of Pit fs Course^ he calls it • 

1*. ^ December 1734, Comes into Parliament, age now twenty-six ; 
Cornet in the Blues as well ; being poor, and in absolute need of some 
career that will suit April 1736, makes his First Speech : — Prince 
Frederick the subject,-— who was much used as battering-ram by the 
Opposition; whom perhaps Pitt admired for his madrigals, for his 
Literary patronisings, and favour to the West- Wickham set. Speech, 
full of airy lightning, was much admired. Followed by many, with the 
lightning getting denser and denser ; always on the Opposition side ' 
(once on the Jenkins* s-Ear Question, as we saw, when the Gazetteer 
Editor spelt him Mr. Pito) : ^ so that Majesty was very angry, sulky 
Public much applausive; and Walpole was heard to say, ^^We must 
muzzle, in some way, that terrible Cornet of Horse ! ” — but could not, 
on trial ; this man's price,” as would seem, being awfully high ! 
August-October 1744, Sarah Duchess of Marlborough bequeathed him 
10,000/, as Commissariat equipment in this his Campaign against the 
Mudgods,^ — glory to the old Heroine for so doing ! Which lifted Pitt 
out of the Cornetcy or Horseguards element, I fancy ; and was as the 
nailing of his Parliamentary colours to the mast. 

2*. ^February 14/A, 1746, Vice-Treasurer for Ireland : on occasion of 
that Pelham-Granville '^As-you-were I” (Carteret Ministry, which lasted 
One Day), and the slight shufflings that were necessary. Now first in 
Office,— after such Ten Years of colliding and conflicting, and fine 
steering in difficult waters. Vice-Treasurer for Ireland : and ^^ soon 
after, on Lord Wilmington's death,” Paymaster of the Forces. Continued 
Paymaster about nine years. Rejects, quietly and totally, the big income 
derivable from Interest of Government Moneys lying delayed in the 
Paymastei*'s hand Dishonest, I tell you ! ”)— and will none of it, though 
poor. Not yet high, still low over the horizon, but shining brighter and 
brighter. Greatly contemptuous of Newcastle and the Platitudes and 
Poltrooneries; and still a good deal in the Opposition strain, — and 

^ Thackeray, i. 133 . 
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always tempering the wind to the shorn lamb. For example, Pitt (still 
Paymaster) to Newcastle on King of the Romans Question (1752 or so) . 

You engage for Subsidies^ not knowing their extent ; for Treaties, not 
knowing the terms ^^What a bashaw moan Newcastle^ and the 
top Officials. ^^Best way is, don’t mind it,” said Mr. Stone (one of 
their temers,~a hard-headed feHow, whose brother became Primate of 

Ireland by and by). , , j x-u 

3°. ‘ November 20^h, 1755, Thrown out : — on Pelham s death, and the 
general hurlyburly in Official regions, and change of partners^ with no 
little difficulty, which had then ensued ! Sir Thomas Robinson,' our old 
friend, ^ made SecreUry,-~not found to answer. Pitt sulkily looking on 
America, on Minorca ; on things German, on things in pneral; wanly 
set on returning, as is thought ; but How ? Foix to Pitt : ^ Will you 
joinme?”— Pi«: '"No,”— with such politeness, but in an unmistakable 
way 1 Ten months of consummate steering on the part of Pitt? 
Chancellor Hardwicke coming as messenger, he among others ; Pitt's 
answer to him dextrous, modestly royal. Pitt’s bearing, in this grand 
juncture and crisis, is royal, his speakings and also his silences notably 
fine. October 20th, 1756: to Newcastle face to face, "I will accept no 
situation under your Grace !” — ^and, about that day month, comes in, 
on his own footing. That is to say, 

^November im, 1756, to England’s great comfort. Sees himself 
Secretary of State (age now just forty-eight). Has pretty much aR 
England at his back ; but has, in face of him. Fox, Newcastle and 
Company, offering mere impediment and discouragement ; Royal High- 
ness of Cumberland looking deadly sour. Till finally, 

' April bth, 1757, King bids him resign ; Royal Highness setting-off 
for Germany the second day after, Pitt had been in rather more than 
Four months. England, at that time a silent Country in comparison, 
knew not well what to do ; took to offering him Freedoms of Corpora- 
tions in very great quantity. Town after Town, from all the four winds, 
sympathetically fiiring off, upon a misguided Sacred Majesty, its little 
Box, in this oblique way, with extraordinary diligence. Whereby, after 
six-months bombardment by Boxes, and also by Events, June 1757' 
—-We will expect June 29th. ^ 

In these sad circumstances. Preparations so-called have 
been making for Hanover, for America; — such preparations 
as were never seen before. Take only one instance; let one 
be enough: 

1 Thackeray, L 231, 264 ; Almon, Amcdotes of Pitt (London, 1810), i, 15J, 
182, 218. 
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angry impatient quizzing of him ; — and by and by into 
Court-Martial for such quizzing.^ Court-Martial, which was 
much puzzled by the case; and could decide nothing, but 
only adjourn and adjourn ; — ^as we will now do, not mention- 
ing Lord Loudon farther, or the numerous other instances at 
alL^ 

Pitt, we just saw, far from being confirmed and furthered, 
has been throwh-out by Royal Highness of Cumberland, the 
last thing before crossing to that exquisite Weser Problem. 
‘ Nothing now left at home to hinder us and our Hanover and 
Weser Problem ! ’ thinks Royal Highness. No, indeed : a 
comfortable pacific No-government, or Battle of the Four 
Elements, left yonder ; the Anarch Old waggling his addle 
head over it; ready to help everybody, and bring fire and 
water, and Yes and No, into holy matrimony, if he could ! — 
Let us return to Prag. Only one remark more ; upon ^ April 
5th.’ That was the Day of Pitt’s Dismissal at St. James’s : 
and I find, at Schonbrunn it is likewise the day when Reichs* 
Hqfrath (Kaiser in Privy Council) decides, in respect to 
Friedrich, that Ban of the Reich must be proceeded with, and 
recommends Reich’s Diet to get through with the same.® 
Official England ordering its Pitt into private life, and 
Official Teutschland its Friedrich into outlawry Be quiet 
henceforth, both of ^ou I ’) — are, by chance, synchronous 
phenomena. 

PTienorrwna of Prag Siege: — Prag Siege is interrupted 

Friedrich’s Siege of Prag proved tedious beyond expecta- 
^ Peerage Books, § Tweeddale. 

3 ‘1st May 1760, Major-General Lord Charles Hay died' {GentUman^s 
of Year) ; and his particular Court-Martial could adjourn for the last 
time.— ‘I wrote something for Lord Charles,* said the great Johnson once, 
many years afterwards; ‘and I thought he had nothing to fear from a Court* 
Martial, I suffered a great loss when he died : he was a mighty pleasing man 
m conversation, and a reading man* (Boswell's under date. ‘ td 

April 1776’). ^ 

^ {Reichs-l^ioctdvats, uH 
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^ May l^th, No sooner was our artillery come (all the 
beds for it had been ready beforehand), than as evening fell, it ■ 
play in terrific fashion/ 

^ Night of the 2Qd-24ih May, There broke-out a furious sal If 
first, and much their hottest, say the Prussians: a vWy serioi*^ I 
— ^which fell upon Keith's quarter, west side of the Moldau. ' 

something like 10,000 strong; picked men all, and strengthei^*^^ 
half a pound of horse-flesh each ' (unluckily without salt): 
the common diet must have been, when that was generous ! 
it ; but a fair supplement of brandy. Browne, fi*om his bed of ^ 
26th June), had been strongly urgent. Aim is. To force the ^ * ! 
lines, by determination and the help of darkness, in some wen^ ^ 
the whole Army, standing ranked on the walls, shall follow, 
go well ; and storm itself through, — away Daun-wards, across 1^* ; 


by Podoli Bridge. 

‘ Sally broke-out between 1 and 2 a.m. ; but we had wind 
were on the alert. Sally tried on this place and on that; verf , 
in places, but could not anywhere prevail. The tusseling lasted 
six hours (Prince Ferdinand' of Preussen, King's youngest 
^and others of us, getting hurts and doing exploits), — till, aboi** • 
it was wholly swept-in, with loss of 1,000 dead. Upon whl«?^^ 
whole Army retired to its quarters, in a hopeless condition. * 
impossible. Near 50,000 of them ; but in such a posture. l^ri»*' 
bread, the spies say, is not scarce, unless the Prussians can 
which they are industriously trying (diligent to learn 
Magazines are, and to fire incessantly upon the same) : plenty 
hitherto ; but for butch er's-meat, only what we saw. Forage near I W 
and 12,000 horses standing in the squares and market-places,— »***! 
stabling for them, not to speak of food or work, — slaughtfft^N 
salting ' (if one but had salt !) ^ the one method. Horse^i^ 1 
kreutzers a pound ; rises gradually to double that value. 

^ May 29th, About sunset there came a furious burst of weatlltf* 


torrents mixed with battering hail ;—some flaw of water-spout 
Hills ; for it lasted hour on hour, and Moldau came down #1 
double-deep, above a hundred yards too wide each way ; witli 
of ruin, torn-up trees, drowned horses; which sorely tried our 
Branik. Bridge, half of it, did break away (Friedrich's half, 
pontoons; Keith's people got their end of the Bridge doublfil l| 
saved) : the Austrians, in Prag, fished-out twenty-four of 
pontoons ; the other twenty we caught at our Bridge of Podoli^ #| 
down. A most wild night for the Prussian Army in tents; ailil 4 
for Prag itself, the low parts of which were all under water ; uiifp,*# ^ 
individuals getting drowned in the cellars ; and, still moi*e 
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* June From the King's Camp a few bombs ' (King himself now 
gone) ^kindled the City in three places': — but there is, by this time, 
new game afield ; Prag Siege awaiting its decision not at Prag, but some 
way off, 

Friedrich has been doing his utmost; diligent, by all 
methods, to learn where the Austrian Magazines were, that 
is, on what special edifices and localities shot might be 
expended with advantage ; and has fired into these ‘ about 
12,000 bombs.’ Here is a small thing still remembered : 

^ Spies being, above all, essential in this business, Friedrich had be- 
thought him of one Kasebier, a supreme of Housebreakers, whom he 
has, safe with a ball at his ankle, doing forced labour at Spandau ' (in 
Stettin, if it mattered). ^ Kasebier was actually sent for, pardon 
promised him if he could do the State a service. Kasebier smuggled 
himself twice, perhaps three times, into Prag ; but the fourth time he 
did not come back.'^ Another Note says : ^Kasebier was a Tailoi-, and 
Son of a Tailor, in Halle ; and the expertest of Thieves, Had been 
doing forced labour, in Stettin, since 1748 ; twice did get into Prag ; 
third time, vanished. A highly celebrated Prussian thief ; still a myth 
among the People, like Dick Turpin or Cartouche, except that his was 
always theft without violence.' ^ 

We learn vaguely that the price of horse-flesh in Prag has 
risen to double ; famine very sore : but still one hears nothing 
of surrender. And again there is vague rumour that the City 
may be as it will ; but that the Garrison has meal, after all 
we have ruined, which will last till October. Such a Problem 
has this King: soluble within the time; or not soluble? 
Such a question for the whole world, and for himself more 
than any. 

CHAPTER IV 

BATTLE OF KOLIN 

On and after June 9th, the bombardment at Prag abated, 
and never rose to briskness again ; the place of trial for 
decision of that Siege having flitted elsewhither, as we said. 

^ R^tzow, i. iq8 u, * Prcussi ii. 57 n. 
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About that time, rumours came-in, not so favourable, from 
the Duke of Severn ; which Friedrich, strong in hope, strove 
visibly to disbelieve, but at last could not. Severn reports 
that Daun is actually coming on, far too strong for his resist- 
ing ; — in other terms, that the Siege of Prag will not decide 
itself by bombardment, but otherwise and elsewhere. Of which 
we must now give some account ; brief as may be, especially 
in regard to the preliminary or marching part. 

Daun, whose light troops plundered Brandeis (almost within wind of 
the Prussian Rear) on the day while Prag Battle was fighting, had, on 
that fatal event, gradually drawn back to Czaslau, a place we used to 
know fifteen years ago ; and there, or in those neighbourhoods, defen- 
sively manoeuvring, and hanging upon Kuttenberg, Kolin, especially 
upon his Magazine of Suchdol, Daun, always rather drawing back, with 
Brunswick-Bevern vigilantly waiting on him, has continued ever since ; 
diligently recruiting himself ; ranking the remains of the right wing 
defeated at Prag ; drawing regiments out of Mahren, or whencesoever 
to be had. Till, by these methods, he is grown 60,000 strong ; nearly 
thrice superior to Bevern ; though being a ‘ Fabius Cunctator* (so called 
by and by), he as yet attempts nothing. Forty thousand in Prag, with 
Sixty here in the Czaslau Quarter,^ that makes 100,000; say his Prussian 
Majesty has two-thirds of the number : can the Fabius Cunctator attempt 
nothing, before Prag utterly famish ? 

Order comes to him from Vienna : ^ Rescue Prag ; straightway go 
upon it, cost what it like!' Daun does go upon it; advances visibly 
towards Prag, Bevern obliged to fall back in front of him. Sunday 12th 
June, Daun despatches several Officers to Prince Karl at Prag, with 
notice that, ^ On the 20th, Monday come a week, he will be in the 
neighbourhood of Prag with this view they, of course, to sally out, 
and help from reai’ward.' ^ Several Officers, under various disguises,' go 
with that message, June 12th; but none of them could get into the 
City ; and some of them, I judge, must have fallen into the Prussian 
Hussar Parties : — at any rate, the news they carried did get into the 
Prussian circuit, and produced an instant resolution there. Early next 
morning, Monday 13th, King Friedrich, with what disposable force is 
on the spot, — 10,000 capable of being spared from siege-work, and 4,000 
more that will be capable of following, under Prince Moritz, in two days, 
-—sets forth in all speed. Joins Bevern that same night; at Kaurzim, 
thirty-five miles off, which is about midway from Prag to Czaslau,* and 

^ Tempelhof, i. 196 ; Retzow (i 107, 109) counts 46,000 + 66,000. 

* See Plan, p. 223. . 
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my sad function; till we can meet on easier ground^ and report the 
Battle which ensued. Daun hustles his right wing back out of that 
dangerous proximity; wheels his whole right wing and centre ninety 
degrees rounds so as to reach out now towards Kolin, and lie on the 
north slope of the Kamhayek ridge ; places his left wing en potenee 
(gibbet-wise), hanging round the western end of said Kamhayek, its 
southern extremity at Swoyschitz, its northera at Hradenin, where (not 
a mile from Planian) his right wing had formerly been ; — with other 
intricate movements not worth following, under my questionable 
guidance, on a Map with unpronounceable names. Enough to say that 
Daun’s right wing is now far east at Krzeczhorz, well beyond Chotzemitz, 
whereabouts his centre now comes to stand (and most of his horse there, 
both the wings being hilly and rough, unfit for horse) ; — and that, this 
being nearly the last of Daun's shiftings and bustlings for the present, 
or indeed in essential respects the very last, readers may as well note the 
above main points in it. 

Hustled into this still stronger place, with wheeling and 
shoving, which lasted to a late hour, Daun composes himself 
for the night. He lies now, with centre and right looking 
northward, pretty much parallel to the Planian-Kolin or 
Prag- Vienna Highway, and about a mile south of the same ; 
extreme posts extending almost to Kolin on that side; left 
wing well planted en potenee ; Kamhayek ridge, north face 
and west end of it, completely his on both the exposed or 
Anti-Prussian faces. Friedrich feels uncertain whether he has 
not gone his ways altogether ; but proposes to ascertain by 
break of day. 

By break of day Friedrich starts, having cleared-ofF certain 
Pandour swarms visible in places of difficulty, who go on first 
notice, and without shot fired.^ Marches through Planian in 
two columns, along the Kolin Highway and to north of it ; 
marches on, four or five miles farther, nothing visible but the 
skirts of retiring Pandours, — Daun’s rearguard probably ? — 

^ Lloyd, i. 61 et seq. (or Tempelhofs Translation, i. 151-164); Tempelhofs 
own Account is, i. 179-196 ; Retzow’s, i. 120-149 (fewer errom of detail than 
usual) I Kuteen/ 2 ?tfr von Kolin (Breslau, 1857), a useful little compilation 
from many sources. Very incorrect most of the common accounts are ; Kausler s 
Jomini, and the like. 



172 SEVEN-YEAES WAR RISES [BOOK xvm. 

[x8th June 1757 

Friedrich himself is with Ziethen, who has the vanguard, as 
Friedrich^s wont is, eagerly enough looking out ; reaches a 
certain Inn on the wayside (Wirihshaiis ^ of Slatislunz or 
Golden-Sun; say the Modern Books, — though I am driven to 
think it Novomiesto, nearer Planian ; but will not quaiTel on 
the subject); Inn of good height for one thing; and there, 
mounting to the top-story or perhaps the leads, descries 
Daun, stretching far and wide, leant against the Kamhayek, in 
the summer morning. What a sight for Friedrich : ^ Big 
game shall be played, then ; death sure, this day, to thousands 
of men : and to me — ? — Well ! ’ 

Friedrich calls halt : rest here a little ; to consider, examine, 
settle how. A hot close morning; rest for an hour or two, 
till our rear from Kaurzim come up: horses and men will 
be the better for it, — ^horses can have a mouthful of grass, 
mouthful of water ; some of them ^ had no drink last night, so 
late in getting home.’ Poor quadrupeds, they also have to 
get into a blaze of battle-rage this day, and be blown to pieces 
a great many of them, — in a quarrel not of their seeking ! 
Horse and rider are alike satisfied on that latter point ; 
silently ready for the task they have ; and deaf on questions 
that are bottomless. 

At this Hostelry of Novomiesto (not of Slatislunz or 
^ Golden-Stin'' all, which is a ^ Sun’ fallen dismally eclipsed 
in other ways^), Friedrich halted for three hours and more ; 


^ *The Inn of Slati-Slunz was burnt, about twenty years ago; notbing of it 
but tbe stone walls now dates from Friedrich’s time. It is a biggish solid- 
looking House of two stories (whether ever of three, I could not learn) ; stands 
pleasantly, at the crown of a long rise from Kolin and inwardly, alas, in our 
day, offers little but bad smells and negative quantities I Only the ground-floor 
is now inhabited. From the front, your view northward, Nimburg way, acros 
the Elbe Valley, is fertile, wide-waving, pretty ; but rearward, upstairs,— having 
with difficulty got permission, — you find bare balks, tattered feathers, several 
hundredweight of pigeon’s dung, and no outlook at all, except into walls of office- 
houses and the overhanging brow of Heights,— fatal, clearly, to any view of 
Daun,. even from a third story T {Tourisfsy Note, l8s8)--Tempelhof {uH supr^) 
seems to have known the right place; not Retzow, or almost anybody since s 
and indeed the question, except for expressly Military people, is of no momenta 
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saw Daun developing himself into new Order of Battle, ^ every 
part of his position visible ’ ; considered with his whole might 
what was to be tried upon him ; — ^and about noon, having 
made-up his mind, called his Generals, in sight of the pheno- 
menon itself there, to give them their various orders and 
injunctions in regard to the same. The Plan of Fight, 
which was thought then, and is still thought by everybody, 
an excellent one, — resting on the ‘ oblique order of attack,’ 
Friedrich’s favourite mode, — was, if the reader will take his 
Map, conceivable as follows. 

Daun has by this time deployed himself; in three lines, 
or two lines and a reserve; on the high-lying Champaign 
south of the Planian-Kolin Great Road ; south, say a mile, 
and over the crests of the rising ground, or Kamhayek ridge, 
so that from the Great Road you can see nothing of him. 
His line, swaying here and there a little, to take advantage 
of its ground, extends nearly five miles, from east to west ; 
pointing towards Planian side, the left wing of it; from 
Planian, eastward, the way Friedrich has marched, Daun’s 
left wing may be four miles distant. On the other side, 
Daun’s right wing, — main line always pretty parallel to the 
Highway, and pointing rather southward of Kolin, — ^reaches 
to the small Hamlet of Krzeczhorz, which is two miles off 
Kolin. In front of his centre is a Village called Chotzemitz 
(from which for a while, in those months, the Battle gets 
its name, ^Battle of Chotzemitz,’ by Daun’s christening): in 
front of him, to right or to left of Chotzemitz, are some four 
or even six other Villages (dim rustic Hamlets, invisible from 
the High Road), every Village of which Daun has well beset 
with batteries, with good infantry, not to speak of Croat 
parties hovering about, or dismounted Pandours squatted in the 
corn. That easternmost Village of his is spelt ‘ Krzeczhorz ' 
(unpronounceable to mankind), a dirty little place ; in and 
round which the Battle had its hinge or cardinal point : the 
others, as abstruse of spelling, all but equally impossible to 
the human organs, we will forbear to name, except in case 
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Krinlrirli, frniii Inn nmr Ilfiiiiiiii, midiig haw Ihitin 
ilr|tltnii tiiiimdf* raii»itfrr« him ti$i|irrgmihlr an Ilia Irfl wing; 
iiiUtrrgiitihlr* t«H>* in frunl : mil, wi nil tin* liiw/nr »Hta> 
lighl lliiiik Hint ; hnt riiimtila iif tniiig rnltnl tngrllirr, 
if witll itriirk n! Ihmn ^lliitiirr Ihrrrfnrm, lliiil k lik 
ui!iianihlf> jMiiiit, Mftrrh ntniig liii fninl; piimllr! in 

iliin llrtirr nf tiittllr, till wr* ruti tiwfl rtiiiiidi unit |i!titigi?4it 
iijiiiii llint Vtiii* whirh mmkU %*f Khihmtk ilnrw ami 

IlitliimV Infiiiitry; Vain Ini ving him! lit right iit lliti 
itiiniwiil aiiil mi fitHttiiia Ij*fl Wiiigt will iittiirk kiw/,nr; 
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Ziethen, vanmost of all, finds Nadasti and his Austrian 
squadrons drawn across the Highway, hitherward of the 
Kreczor latitude: Ziethen dashes on Nadasti; tumbles his 
squadrons and him away; clears the Road, and Kreczor 
neighbourhood, of Nadasti : drives him quite into the hollow 
of Radowesnitz, where he stood inactive for the rest of the 
day. Hiilsen now at the level of Kreczor (in the latitude of 
Kreczor, as we phrased it), halts, faces to right ; stiffly presses 
up, opens his cannon -thunders, his bayonet -charges and 
platoon-fires upon Kreczor. Stiffly pressing up, in spite of 
the violent counter- thunders, Hiilsen does manage Kreczor 
without very much delay, completely enough, and like a 
workman ; takes the battery, two batteries ; overturns the 
Infantry ; — in a word, has seized Kreczor, and, as new tenant, 
swept the old, and their litter, quite out. Of all which 
Ziethen has now the chase, and by no means will neglect 
that duty. Ziethen, driving the rout before him, has driven 
it in some minutes past the little Oak-wood above mentioned ; 
and, or rather hut ^ — ^what is much to be noted, — is there 
taken in flank with cannon-shot and musketry, Daun having 
put batteries and Croat parties in the Oak-wood ; and is 
forced to draw bridle, and get out of range again. 

Hulsen, advancing towards this little Oak-wood, is surprised 
to discover, not the wood alone, but a strong Austrian force, 
foot and horse, to rear of it ; — such had been Daun'’s and 
Nadasti’s precaution, on view of those Friedrich phenomena, 
flowing on from Planian, guessed to be hitherward. At 
sight of which Wood and foot-party, Hulsen, no new Battalion 
having yet arrived to second him, pauses, merely cannonading 
from the distance, till new Battalions shall arrive. Unhappily 
they did not arrive, or not in due quantity at the set time, 
— ^for what reason, by what strange mistake? men still ask 
themselves. Probably by more mistakes than one. Enough, 
Hiilsen struggling here all day, with reinforcements never 
adequate, did take the Wood, and then lose it ; did take and 
lose this and that — ^but was unable to make more of it than 
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keep his ground thereabouts. A resolute man, says Retzow, 
but without invention of his own, or head to mend the 
mistakes of others. In and about Kreczor, Hillsen did 
maintain himself with more and more tenacity, till the 
general avalanche, fruit of sad mistakes, swept Mrriy quite 
spasmodically struggling at that period, off to the edge of it, 
and all the others clean away 1 Mistakes have been to right- 
wards, one or even two, the fruit of which, small at first, 
suffices to turn the balance, and ends in an avalanche, or 
precipitous descent of ruin on the Prussian side. 

One mistake there was, miles westward on the right wing ; 
due to Mannstein, our too impetuous Russian friend. Mann- 
stein well to right, while marching forward according to order, 
has Croat musketry spitting upon him from amid the high 
corn, to an inconvenient extent : such was the common lot, 
which others had borne and disregarded : perhaps it was 
beyond the average on Mannstein, or Mannstein'^s patience 
was less infinite ; anyway it provoked Mannstein to boil 
over ; and in an evil moment he said, ‘ Extinguish me that 
Croat canaille, then!’ Regiment Bornstedt faced to right, 
accordingly ; took to extinguishing the Croat canaille, which 
of course fled at once, or squatted closer, but came back with 
reinforcements ; drew Mannstein deeper in, fatally delayed 
Bornstedt, and proved widely ruinous. For now he stopped 
the way to those following him : regiments marching on to 
rear of Mannstein see Mannstein halted, volleying with the 
Austrians ; ask themselves ‘ How ? Is there new order come ? 
Attack to be in this point?’ And successively fall-on to 
support Mannstein, as the one clear point in such dubiety. So 
that the whole right wing from Regiment Bornstedt westward 
is storming up the difficult steeps, in hot conflict with the 
Austrians there, where success against them had been judged 
ini practicable ; — -and there is now no reserve force anywhere to 
be applied to in emergency, for Hulsen’s behoof or another s; 
and the Plan of Battle from Mannstein westw^ard has been 
fatally overturned. Poor Mannstein, there is no doubt, 
yofu , . ■ . ^ 
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committed tHs error, being too fiery a man. Surely to him 
it was no luxury, and he paid the smart for it in skin and 
soul : ‘ badly wounded in this business ; ’ nay, in direct sequel, 
not many weeks after, killed by it, as we shall see !— 

To Mannstein’s mistake, Friedrich himself, in his account 
of Kolin, mainly imputes the disaster that followed ; and such, 
then and afterwards, was the universal judgment in nnilitary 
circles ; loading the memory of too impetuous Mannstein with 
the whole.^ Much talk there was in Prussian military circles ; 
but there must also have been an admirable silence on the 
part of some. To Three Persons it was known that another 
strange incident had happened far ahead, far eastward, of 
Mannstein’s position : incident which did not by any means 
tend to alleviate, which could only strengthen and widen, the 
evil results of Mannstein ; and which might have lifted part 
of the load from Mannstein’s memory ! Not till the present 
Century, after the lapse of almost fifty years, was this secret 
slowly dug out of silence, and submitted to modern curiosity. 

The incident is this; — ^never whispered-of for near fifty 
years (so silent were the three) ; and endlessly tossed about 
since that ; the sense of it not understood till almost now.* 
The three parties were : King Friedrich ; Moritz of Dessau, 
leading-on the centre here; Moritz’s young Nephew Franz, 
Heir of Dessau, a brisk lad of seventeen, learning War here 
as Aide-de-Camp to Moritz : the exact spot is not known to 
me, — ^probably the groimd near that Inn of Slatislunz, or 
Golden Sun ; between the foot of Friedrich’s-Berg and that : 
—fact indubitable, though kept dark so long. Moritz is 
marphing with the centre, or main battle, that way, intending 
to wheel and turn hillwards, Kreczor-wise, as per order, certain 
furlongs ahead ; when Friedrich (having, so I can conceive it, 
seen from his Hill-top, how Hiilsen had done Kreczor, alto- 
gether prosperous there; and \vhat endless capability there 

* See Retiow, i. 135 ; Tempelhof, i. 214, 220. 

* See Retiow, L 126 ; Beienhorstj etc. etc. ; — then finally, Kutzen, pp. 
99,217. 
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was of prospering to all lengths and speeding the general 
winnings were Hulsen but supported soon enough, were there 
any safe short-cut to Hulsen) dashed from his Hill-top in hot 
haste towards Prince Moritz, General of the centre, intending 
to direct him upon such short-cut; and hastily said, with 
Olympian brevity and fii*e, ^ Face to right here 1 ’ With Jove- 
like brevity, and in such blaze of Olympian fire as we may 
imagine. Moritz himself is of brief, crabbed, fiery mind, brief 
in temper; and answers to the effect, ‘Impossible to attack 
the enemy here, your Majesty ; postured as they are ; and we 
with such orders gone abroad ! ’ — ‘ Face to right, I tell you ! ’ 
said the King, still more Olympian, and too emphatic for 
explaining. Moritz, I hope, paused, but rather think he did 
not, before remonstrating the second time ; neither perhaps 
was his voice so low as it should have been : it is certain 
Friedrich dashed quite up to Moritz at this second remon- 
strance, flashed out his sword (the only time he ever drew 
his sword in battle) ; and now, gone all to mere Olympian 
lightning and thunder-tone, asks in this attitude, ^Will Er 
(Will HTe) obey orders, then ? ’ — Moritz, fallen silent of 
remonstrance, with gloomy rapidity obeys. 

Prince Franz, the young Nephew of Moritz, alone witnessed 
this scene ; scene to be locked in threefold silence. In his old 
age, Franz had whispered it to Berenhorst, his bastard Half- 
Uncle, a famed military Critic, — ^who is still in the highest 
repute that way (BerenhorsPs Krkgshmsty and other deep 
Books), and is recognisable, to lay readers, for an abstruse 
strong judgment; with equal strength of abstruse temper 
hidden behind it, and very privately a deep grudge towards 
Friedrich, scarcely repressible on opportunity. From Beren- 
horst it irrepressibly oozed out ; ^ much more to FriedricKs 
disadvantage than it now looks when wholly seen into. Not 
change of plan, not ruinous caprice on Friedrich’s part, as 

^ ‘Heinrich von Berenhorst* (a natural son of the Old Dessauer’s ), ‘in Ms 
Bitrachiungm Mer du Kneg$i^mti is the first that alludes to it in print 
(Leipdg, 1797,— page in edition, is 1. 219).* 
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Berenhorst, Retzow and others would have it ; only excess of 
brevity towards Moritz, and accident of the Olympian fire 
breaking out. Friedrich is chargeable with nothing, except 
perhaps (what Moritz knows the evil of) trying for a short- 
cut ! Such is now the received interpretation. Prince Franz, 
to his last day, refused to speak again on the subject ; 
judiciously repentant, we can fancy, ot having spoken at all, 
and brought such a matter into the streets and their pie- 
powder adjudications.^ For the present, he is Adjutant to 

Moritz, busy obeying to the letter. _ , i i • 

Friedrich, withdrawing to his Height again, and looking 
back on Moritz, finds that he is making right-in upon the 
Austrian line ; which was by no means Friedrich’s meaning, 
had not he been so brief. Friedrich, doubtless with pain, 
remembers now that he had said only, ‘ Face to right ! an 
had then got into Olympian tempest, which left things d^k 
to Moritz. ‘ Hdb-linhs, Half to left withal ’ ' he despatches 
that new order to Moritz, with the utmost speed : ‘ Face to 
right ; ihen.^ forward half to left.’ Had Moritz, at the first, 
got that commentary to his order, there had probably been 
no remonstrance on Moritz’s part, no Olympian scene to keep 
silent ; and Moritz, taking that diagonal direction from the 
first, had hit-in at or below Ereczor, at the very point where 
he was needed. Alas for overhaste ; short-cuts, if they are to 
be good, ought at least to be made clear ! Moritz, on the 
new order reaching him, does instantly steer half-left ; but he 
arrives now above Kireczor, strikes the Austrian line on this 
side of Kreczor ; disjoined from Hiilsen, where he can do no 
good to Hiilsen : in brief, Moritz, and now the whole line with 
him, have to do as Mannstein and sequel are doing, attack in 
face, not in flank ; and try what, in the proportion of one to 
two, uphill, and against batteries, they can make of it in that 
fashion ! 

And so, from right wing to left, miles long, there is iww 
universal storm of volleying, bayonet-charging, thunder of 
» In KtUien, pp. a long dissertation on it. 
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llnHJono ^ It. , 

HrtilU n. »h«ti «iui Mujiluimis «<‘vourmg 

whirlwiinl; fhi* wrcNtU* ifrv titugh «mf fui imw, t*«]MTmily on 
iho awiiilting hilli*. Hi-it, iw hI Krug, llio IVuwiiui troops 
wore one bihI nil in the ii«* ; enelj doing stifjuuniHly his 
utmost, no eonipluinl to In* nimie of their {HThtriunnce. 
!\ton* pel feet sidiliers, t iH’lieve, were rnrejy or never wen on 
any field of »«ir. it'd then’ i* m» reserve left: MimnHiein 
mid the (nest, who shoidd hiive Iwi-n reserve, iiiiil ivt ii tienemrs 
disjxiwl, we tms wh«t they «re doing ! In vidn, or netirly so, 
is Kriettrieh’s hvctir or nimneuv ring tident j whut now i» there 
to niftiHifUvre? All i* now gone up into one eomhustion. 
To fiui the llw, to l»e here, there, fiiiining the fiit? where ihhhI 
show* : this i* now I'ViwIrieh* futiflion ; * everywhere in the 
hott«»t of the fight,' th«l is «ll w« el prewent know of him, 
iitvi»iye to u« otherwiw, ‘iliis de«th>wre*t!e Insteii |>eriiiA|Mi 
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kendorf ’ all Books now write him plainly), who, by another 
little chance, had been still left there : ^ Can the Herr Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel tell me where General Nostitz is ?’ Benkendorf 
can tell ; — ^will himself take the message : but Benkendorf 
looks into the important Pencil Document ; thinks it pre- 
matxue, wasteful, and that the contrary is feasible ; persuades 
Nostitz so to think ; persuades this regiment and that (Saxon, 
Austrian, horse and foot) ; though the cannon in retreat go 
trundling past them : ^ Merely shifting their battery, don‘’t 
you see : — ^Steady ! And, in fine, organises, of Saxon and 
Austrian horse and foot in promising quantity (Saxons in 
great fury on the Pirna score, not to say the Striegau, and 
other old grudges), a new unanimous assault on Hiilsen. 

The assault was furious, and became ever more so ; at 
length irresistible to Hiilsen. Hiilsen’s horse, pressing-on as 
to victory, are at last hurled back ; could not be rallied ; ^ 
fairly fled (some of them) ; confusing Hiilsen’s foot, — foot is 
broken, instantly ranks itself, as the manner of Prussians 
is ; ranks itself in impromptu squares, and stands fiercely 
defensive again, amid the slashing and careering : wrestle of 
extreme fury, say the witnesses. ‘ This for Striegau ! ’ 
cried the Saxon dragoons, furiously sabring.^ Yes; and is 
there nothing to account of Pirna, and the later scores ? 
Scores unliquidated, very many still ; but the end is, Hulsen 
is driven away ; retreats, Parthian-like, down-hill, some space ; 
whose sad example has to spread rightwards like a powder- 
train, till all are in retreat, — -northward, towards Nimburg, 
is the road and the Battle of Kolin is finished. 

Friedrich made vehement effort to rally the Horse, to rally 
this and that ; but to no purpose : one account says he did 
collect some small body, and marched forth at the head of it 
against a certain battery; but, in his rear, man after man 

^ That of ^Rocker, woUt ihr iwig would you live forevei:?^ 

with the ‘Fritz, for eight groschen, this day there has been enough 1 ^— is to bo 

counted pure myth; not unsuccessful, in its withered kind. 

* Archenholtz, L 100. 
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frll u\uu, till 1 .i«utfniuit <‘Mkmrl Onuil (not ‘ I a* (5 mini,’ ns 
I'ltll hiii», «nil iiiilnH! tlu'W is iin unrnt »f Sr«U‘h i» him, 
util! nmhhh' In u» her**) htw! l«i n'taiirk, * Vtuir MitjfHly wit! I 
ouumt Oil* hiittrry !' Tjum which Fricilrich 

tinned ruumi ; iim!, tsiiding iHilmiy, luukwl at the J''.«fniy 
thrmiglu hi» glm-t. nml ihmlv rotif Rwny * <m n tlifliwnt 
ermnth 

Sriiii}' !h<* Iliiftle imtiievahly hi>ii, he now mlled Heveru 
mill Mnritjf to him; gave them charge of the ret real-' ■* To 
Nimhurg, enwo KUh* there ' (fifteen gwat niilet* away); ‘ami 
in tiie (letileB of I’ltoiiiin imve enjaTia! eniv !' mnl iiimmdf twie 
off thitlierwani, io« Onnle du forjw iwetirting. Hetrow mya, 
*tt Kwarm of fogiti'e iuuw )H»hiier*, Iwggage-iHHjjtie, groom* 
ftuii |et{ h»*rm*» g«lher»al in the tmiii of liiin : tin)**! liitter, at 
one Het«iw Ijoii heitnl in ClnjM»ith»i ein’k'n, * nwlmi 

tip, galitiping : '* F.nemy'ii httiMinii UjHin oit ! " ami mi the 
whole joirty to the giilloji for wime time, till they fouml the 
atanii wiw fal«e.‘* (If IVietlrieh we mx nothing, except hk if 
hy ehnuly inofinlight in an nmt’rtiiin iminner, ihnmgh this 
ninl the other *m«ti AniHtlole, jwrhajm nemi-mythieai, ami 
true only in the mm’iice of it. 

Ilaun gave no ehww anywhere; on hi* extreme left, he 
hath jierhap* a* jire(n»riilivi't for chafing, onlenai out the 
cavalry ; * (iriieml Slain|«ic}i ami cavalry from the centre,’ 
with cannon, with infantry ami appliaiiew, to clear away the 
wreck* of Mannstein, ami what atill xtamln, to right of him, 
on the rianiau Highway yomlcr. Hut 8tain|wch fomid 
•ohutnele* of grotiml,’ wet olwtaele# and alito liry,- — I’nnwian 
l«»ta, smaller am! giwter, wlio would not stir a hand-hreadth ; 
in fart, an iiltogeUmr dmdly atoriii of Ni^tive, ^rnnUmmm 
on their pari, from the imiignant wginienta iherealMHiln, 
King’s First Ihtttalion, ami two oOmraj who hlawHl-onl on 
Htanijmeh in an extraoitlinary iitaimef, tearing to ahmla every 
attempt of his, Ihemnelvrw stiff as steel : ‘ Hie, all of us, 
rather than stir!* Ami, in fact, the sceomt man of Ihest^ 
* Ksijimw, 4, IJ9, ' . * fW. i. « 40 . 
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poor fellows did die there.^ So that Bevern, Commander in 
that part, who was absent speaking with the King, found on 
his return a new battle broken out ; which he did not forbid 
but encourage ; till Stampach had enough, and withdrew in 
rather torn condition. This, if this were some preparative 
for chasing, was what Daun did of it, in the cavalry way ; 
and this was all. The infantry he strictly prohibited to stir 
from their position, — ^ No saying, if we come into the level 
ground, with such an enemy 1’ — and passed the night under 
arms. Far on our left, or what was once our left, Ziethen 
with all his squadrons, nay, Hulsen with most of his battalions, 
continued steady on the ground ; and marched away at their 
leisure, as rearguard. 

‘ It seemed,’ says Tempelhof, in splenetic tone, ‘ as if Feld- 
marschall Daun, like a good Christian, would not suffer the 
sun to go down on his wrath. This day, nearly the longest 
in the year, he allowed the Prussian cavalry, which had 
beaten Nadasti, to stand quiet on the field till ten at night ’ 
(till nine); / he did not send a single hussar in chase of the 
infantry. He stood all night under arms ; and next day re- 
turned to his old Camp, as if he had been afraid the King 
would come back. Arriving there himself, he could see, 
about ten in the morning, behind Kaurzirn and Iranian, the 
whole Prussian Baggage fallen into such a coil that the 
wagons were with difficulty got on way again ; nevertheless 
he let it, under cover of the grenadier battalion Manteuffel, 
go in peace.’ ^ A man that for caution and slowness could 
make no use of his victory ! 

The Austrian force in the Field this day is counted to have 
been 60,000 ; their losses in killed, wounded, and missing, 
8,114. The Prussians, who began 34,000 in strength, lost 
13,773; of whom prisoners (including all the wounded), 
5,380. Their baggage, we have seen, was not mecldled 
with : they lost 45 cannon, 22 flags,— a loss not worth adding, 

* Kutren, p. 138 (from the canonical, or * Staff- Officers* enumerations sec 
p. 12^. « Tempelhof, L 195. 
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in to thi* m»%' nitvtK', fur liie iHJcaHu tniie, m the 

flower of the 1‘niK.iiui luflmlry.* 

'fhe m wi* nwliwt rmfl «l two In the nioniing 

ISuiuIhv ISIlh): to the i«»rr<iwfu! mimmnent of tlie tionmils 
thi'it'; who *RtiH«t nil »iU-nt ; oitly the rnnre of rntHKia 
hreiikiof: out into loiul lmiie»t«tio»m umi nwohutionw,' which 
eveo H»'t/«>w thiukii ttiim'inlv, 1‘ViwliHh itnivwi thnt Suiulay 
evening : «n»i the Siege wmi rttiwxl, next flay ; with next to no 
hiiiflrnnre or itijnry. ith luiite at all on the juui of Ihuin ; 



No tongtie ran eupma ih« joy of the Anstrinim over Ihia 

i . t... . # ...I I 


(*oU»n«l liriihemiorf aint tlw rower* Above. Mirmaflonfly, 
beholfl, they aw not uj>on the retrmt to SiH-hfloI, »l flonhle- 
(jtflek, ami in rngg«l ever-iengtheniHg line ; hut »tnml here, 
ket'iiing rank ail night, on Use I’lanian'KsiUn ujihinfl tif Use 
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CllU'. v.| FUniDUU n A'l' I.I-llTMKUITZ 

i/t!t |Mi.^ riii'l 


€IIAl*TKIl ¥ 

AT i,i;rrsii’,»iTZ, uts w*<»Ki,i) «n-* knkmik.s 

rflAHKtS 

<)i- IVit'iInch’)* ni}*!*! thuiif'hfjt iit Niinlmi'g ; luiw he 
ftiiil lii'' dif.DH'i wfi'f, tt4‘ liH'i* l»i» umiuat. Si-ltitnu tii<i 
A ttfttrinl hciirl oiitk iitiwii iiit« ohUviim «ii sju*h terms. By 
n»ur«»w iniMk the giinir fjiim* ; mu! with MU‘h ffstiUs iilu'iul. It 
wiw rt riglit vnlimtt |'luug«* this that !i« miuUs with aU his 
«!r»*tigfii «««{ »!! itis htiin** the hi'iirl <tf his chief 

enemy. 'r«t «iiiein’}t hi* chief ciieiny Ik-ftin- nimlher ciime «}> : 
it wits a vitlimit am! vnlintitiy exmitwi; ami It hit* 

fitiletl. '!'»» «hi lute jn neo fmm the wall* of Viemm : that lay 
«tn the cant* fur him thi* mmiiiiigi ami at night f KuHjj 
is limt, the fruil uf I'mg Victury itui is U»«t ; ami Mclwcriii niul 
new tens uf thmewiuB, tuirejilnceiihic f«r wmfh in this worlti, 
aw liwt : much i* ht»t I t'tmruge, ynur MnjestVi all i« not 
imtt yen imt. ntui hntnmr tint. 

'I'ti the yimnK tliaf vmi Aiihnlt, nn the roati to Niinhtirg, 
he is na'itr«it*tl In lime saiti, * lltiii'l ytnt know, then, that every 
niwi must !»ave hi* reverses (Mitiji w gmrs-ntM dtm pm 
</»«• rhiMptf hufttme tim( tii-oir *c« rnrrn)? It ajijwjirs I am 
tn hate iniiie.' * Ami more vnifiiely, hi the Anmlote-Hmiks, 
is meiitiim «f some staiieh niggdily |»‘«hw old DwgtKin, who 
hnnight, in liis ste«4 caji, fniin some fine-flowing well be hmi 
iliscnvenal, a drangSit of jiitre water to the King 5 old Mother 
I’tarth's own gift, timingii her rugjyiyai Dragoon, cxijitisite refec- 
tion to the tiilrsty wimriial son! i and sjaike, in his Driigmm 
dialect, —'Never mind, yoiif Majesty! Ikr A Umiiihft^ and 
wwj it shall lie niendi^l jwt "'Hi© Kaiserin may get a victory 
fnr once ; lint dim* that semi ns to the Ih'vil (duvim ht>U ttm 
tla Trtffd — woni# of rough comfort, which weiw 

well taken. 


" Redeabcdk,'!. jogi 
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Next morning, several Books, and many Drawings and 
Sculptures of a dim unsuccessful nature, give us view of him, 
at Nimburg; sitting silent ‘on a Brunnen-Rohr’' (Fountain 
Apparatus, waste-pipe or feeding-pipe, too high for convenient 
sitting) ; he is stooping forward there, his eyes fixed on the 
ground, and is scratching figures in the sand with his stick, as 
the broken troops reassemble round him. Archenholtz says : 
‘ He surveyed with speechless feeling the small remnant of his 
Lifeguard of Foot, favourite First Battalion; 1,000 strong 
yesterday morning, hardly 400 now ; ’ — gone the others, in 
that furious Anti-Stampach outburst which ended the day’^s 
work ! ‘ All soldiers of this chosen Battalion were personally 

known to him; their names, their age, native place, their 
history ’ (the pick of his Ruppin regiment was the basis of it) : 
in one day, Death had mowed them down; they had fought 
like heroes, and it was for him that they had died. His eyes 
were visibly wet, down his face rolled silent tears.’ ^ 

In public I never saw other tears from this King, — though 
I in private I do not warrant him ; his sensibilities, little as you 
would think it, being very lively and intense. ‘To work, 
however !’ This King can shake away such things; and is 
not given overmuch to retrospection on the unalterable Past. 

‘ Like dewdrops from the lion’s mane ’ (as is figuratively said) ; 
the lion swiftly rampant again ! There was manifold swift 
ordering, considering and determining, at Nimburg, that day ; 
and towards night Friedrich shot rapidly into Headquarters 
at Prag, where, by order, there is, as the first thing of all, a 
very rapid business going on, well forward by the time he 
arrives. 

To fold one’s Siege-gear and Army neatly together from 
those Two Hill-tops, and march away with them safe, in sight 
of so many enemies : this has to be the first and jrapidest 
thing; if this be found possible, as one calculates it may. 
After which, the world of enemies, held in the slip so long, 

Archenholtz, j. 104, 101 ; Kuben, pp. 259, 13S • Retzow, i. 142. 
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will rush-in from all the four winds, — unknown whitherward ; 
one must wait to see whitherward and how. 

rriedrich'’s History for the remaining six months of this 
Year falls, accordingly, into three Sections. Section Jirst : 
Waiting how and towards what objects his enemies, the 
Austrians first of all, will advance ; — this lasts for about a 
month; Friedrich waiting mainly at Leitmeritz, on guard 
there both of Saxony and of Silesia, till this slowly declare 
itself. Slowly, perhaps almost stupidly, but by no means 
satisfactorily to Friedrich, as will be seen ! After which. 
Section second of his History lasts above two months ; Fried- 
rich’s enemies being all got to the ground, and united in hope 
and resolution to overwhelm and abolish him ; but their plans, 
positions, operations so extremely various that, for a long 
time (end of August to beginning of November), Friedrich 
cannot tell what to do with them ; and has to scatter himself 
into thin threads, and roam about, chiefly in Thuringen and 
the West of Saxony, seeking something to fight with, and 
finding nothing ; getting more and more impatient of such 
paltry misery ; at times nigh desperate ; and habitually 
drifting on desperation as on a lee shore in the night, despite 
all his efforts. Till, in Section third, which goes from 
November 5th, through December 5th, and into the New 
Year, he does find what to do; and does it,— in a forever 
naemorable way. 

Three Sections ; of which the reader shall successively have 
some idea, if he exert himself; though it is only in snatches, 
suggestive to an active fancy, that we can promise to dwell on 
them, especially on the First Two, which lie pretty much im- 
surveyable in those chaotic records, like a world-wide coil of 
thrums. Let us be swift, in Friedrich’s own manner; and 
try to disemprison the small portions of essential 1 Here, 
partly from Eyewitnesses, are some Notes in regard to Section 
First 

^ Westphalen, Geschickte der FeldzUge des JFmogs Ferdinand (and a Priyate 
Journal of W.’s there), ii. 13-19 5 Retzow I etc. 
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/wn’eriiitmerlte ; King lodges in the Cathedral Close, in sight of Keith, 
who is on the opposite side of Elbe,— hut the town has a Bridge for 

tomorrow. Never was a quieter marcli ; not the shadow of a Pandour 
visible. The Duke'' (b'erdixmnd, my Chief, Chatham's jewel that is to 
be> and precious to England) ‘^^has suffered much from a" — in fact, from 
a cours de mntre, temporary bowel-derangement, which was very trouble- 
some, owing to the excessive heats by day, and coldness of the nights. 

^ Tuesday Junction with ICeith,— Bridge rightly secured, due 

party of dragoons and foot left on the right bank, to occupy a height 
which covers Leitmeritz. Clearing of the Pascopol " (that is, sweeping 
the Pandours out of it), is the first business ; Colonel Loudon with his 
Pandours, a most swift sharp-cutting man, being now here in those 
parts ; doing a deal of mischief. Three days ago, Saturday 26th, Keith 
had sent seven battalions, with the proper steel-besoms, on that Pascopol 
affair; Tuesday, on junction. Majesty sends three more: job done on 
Wednesday ; reported done,"— -though I should not be surprised,' says 
Westphalen, ^ if some little highway robbery still went on among the 
Mountains up there.' 

No ;«—and before quitting bold, what is this that Loudon 
(on the very day of the King’s arrival, June 27th), on the old 
Field of Lobositz over yonder, has managed to do 1 General 
Mannstein, wounded at Kolin, happened, with others in like 
case, to be passing that way, towards Dresden and better 
surgery,—* "When Loudon’s Croats set upon them, scattering 
their slight escort: « Quarter, on surrender! Prisoners?’ 
« Never ! ’ answered Mannstein ; ‘ Never ! ’ that too impetuous 
man, starting out from his carriage, and snatching a musket : 
and was instantly cut-down there. And so ends ; — a man of 
strong head, and of heart only too strong.^ 

From Prag onwards, here has been a delicate set of opera- 
tions; perfectly executed,— thanks to Friedrich’s rapidity of 
shift, and also to the cautious slowly-puzzling mind of Daun. 
Had Daun used any diligence, had Daun and Prince Karl 
been broad awake, together or even singly ! But Friedrich 
guessed they seldom or never were; that they would spend 
some days in puzzling ; and that, with despatch, he would 
1 Preuss, ii. $3 ; MUUair-JUxikon^ iii. lo. 
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have time for everjrthing. Daun, we could observe, stood 
singing Tc-Dbuiti^ greatly at leisure, in bis old Camp, 20th 
June, while Friedrich, from the first gray of morning, and 
diligently all day long, was withdrawing from the trenches of 
Prag, — ^FriedricFs people, self and goods getting folded-out 
in the finest gradation, and with perfect success ; no Daun to 
hinder him, — Daun leisurely doing Te-Deum, forty miles off, 
helping on the wrong side by that exertion ! ^ ‘ Poor 
Browne, he is dead of his wounds, in Prag yonder,’ writes 
Westphalen, in his Leitmeritz Journal, ‘ news came to us July 
1st; men said, ‘‘Ah, that was why they lay asleep.’” 

Till June 26th, Daun and Karl had not united; nor, 
except sending out Loudon and Croats, done anything, either 
of them. Sunday June 26th, at Podschernitz on the old 
Field of Prag, a week and a day after Kolin, they did get 
together ; still seemingly a little puzzled, ‘ Shall we follow the 
King ? Shall we follow Moritz and Severn ? ’ — ^nothing clear 
for some time, except to send out Pandour parties upon both. 
Moritz, since parting with the King in Alt-Bunzlau neighbour- 
hood, has gone northward some marches, thirty miles or so, to 
t/wT^-Bunzlau,- — meeting of Iser and Elbe, surely a good 
position ;- — Moritz, on receipt of these Pandour allowances of 
his, writes to the King, ‘Shall we retreat on Zittau, then, 
your Majesty? Straight upon Zittau?’ Fancy Friedrich’s 
astonishment; — who well intends to eat the Country first, 
perhaps to fight if there be chance, and at least to lie outside 
the doors of Silesia and the Lausitz, as well as of Saxony 
here !— and answers, with his own hand, on the instant : 
‘Your Dilection will not be so mad ! ’ ^ And at once recalls 
Moritz, and appoints the Prince of Prussia to go and take 
command. Who directly went ; — a most important step for 
the King’s interests and his own. Wliose fortunes in that 
business we shall see before long !— 

At Leitmeritz the King continues four weeks, with his 

^ Cogmazzo, it 367. 

* In Preuss, si. 58, the pimgent little Autograph in Ml, 
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Army parted in this way; waiting how the endless hostile 

elenientj which begirdles his horizon all round, will shape 
itself into combinations, that he may set-upon the likeliest 
or the needfulest of these, when once it has disclosed itself. 
Horizon all round is black enough : Austrituis, I rench. Swedes, 
Russians, Reichs Army ; closer upon him or not so close, all 
are rolling in : Saxony, the Lausitz and Silesia, Brandenburg 
itself, it is uncertain which of tliese may soonest require his 
active presence. 

The very day after his arrival in Leitmeritz, — ^Tuesday 
28th June, while that junction with Keith was going on, and 
the troops were defiling along the Bridge for junction with 

Keith, a heavy sorrow had befallen him, which he yet knew 

not of. An irreparable Domestic loss ; sad complement to 
these Military and other Public disasters. Queen Sophie 
Dorothee, about whose health he had been anxious, but had 
again been set quiet, died at Berlin that day.' In her seventy- 
first year: of no definite violent disease; worn down with 
chagrins and apprehensions, in this black whirlpool of Public 
tro5)les. So far as appears, the news came on Friedrich by 

surprise : ‘ bad cough,’ we hear of, and of his anxieties about 

it, in the Spring time ; then again of ‘ improvement, recovery, 
in the fine weather ’ ; — ^no thought, just now, of such an 
event : and he took it with a depth of affliction, which my 
less informed readers are far from expecting of him. 

July 2d, the news came : King withdrew into privacy ; to 
weep and bewail under this new pungency of grief, superadded 
to so many others. Mitchell says : ‘ For two days he had no 
levee ; only the Princes dined with him ’ (Princes Henri and 
Ferdinand ; Prince of Prussia is gone to Jung-Bunzlau, would 
get the sad message there, among his other troubles) : ‘ yester- 
day, July 3d, King sent for me in the afternoon,— the first 
time he has seen anybody since the news came : I had the 
honour to remain with him some hours in his closet. I must 
own to your Lordship I was most sensibly afflicted to see him 
* Monbijou, aStb June 1757 t bom at Hanover, 27 th March 1687 , 
von. VI. 
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indulging his grief, and giving way to the warmest filial 
affections ; recalling to mind the many obligations he had to 
her late Majesty; all she had suffered, and how nobly she 
bore it ; the good she did to everybody ; the one comfort he 
now had, to think of having tried to make her last years more 
agreeable.’^ In the thick of public business, this kind of 
mood to Mitchell seems to have lasted all the time of 
Leitmeritz, which is about three weeks yet : MitchelPs Note- 
books and Despatches, in that part, have a fine Biographic 
interest ; the wholly human Friedrich wholly visible to us 
there as he seldom is. Going over his past Life to Mitchell ; 
brief, candid, pious to both his Parents; — inexpressibly sad; 
like moonlight on the grave of one’s Mother, silent that, while 
so much else is too noisy I — 

This Friedrich, upon whom the whole world has risen like 
a mad Sorcerer's-Sabbath, how safe he once lay in his cradle, 
like the rest of us, mother’s love wrapping him soft : — and 
now 1 These thoughts commingle in a very tragic way with 
the avalanche of public disasters which is thundering down on 
all sides. Warm tears the meed of this new sorrow ; small 
in compass, but greater in poignancy than all the rest 
together. ^My poor old Mother, oh, my Mother, that so 
loved me always, and would have given her own life to shelter 
mine ! ’ — ^It was at Leitmeritz, as I guess, that Mitchell first 
made decisive acquaintance, what we may almost call intimacy, 
with the King: we already defined him as a sagacious, long- 
headed, loyal-hearted diplomatic gentleman, Scotch by birth 
and by turn of character ; abundantly polite, vigilant, discreet, 
and with a fund of general sense and rugged veracity of mind ; 
whom Friedrich at once recognised for what he was, and much 
took-to, finding a hearty return withal; so that they were 
soon well with one another, and continued so. Mitchell, as 
orders were, ^attended the King’s person’ all through this 


^ to Holderness, 4th July (slightly 

SiSTirit'’ 35^359 (Private Journal). Westphalen, ii. 14 . Se^ CsLm 
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War, sometimes in the blaze of battle itself and nothing but 
cannon-shot going, if it so chanced ; and has preserved, in his 
multifarious Papers, a great many traits of Friedrich, not to 
be met with elsewhere. 

MitchelFs occasional society, conversation with a man of 
sense and manly character, which Friedrich always much loved, 
was, no doubt, a resource to Friedrich in his lonely roamings 
and vicissitudes in those dark years. No other British 
Ambassador ever had the luck to please him or be pleased by 
him, — most of them, as Ex-Exchequer Legge and the like 
Ex-Pai'liamentary people, he seems to have considered dull, 
obstinate, wooden fellows, of fantastic, abrupt, rather abstruse 
kind of character, not worth deciphering some of them, 
as Hanbury Williams, with the mischievous tic (more like 
galvanism or St.-Vitus‘’-dance) which he called ^wit,’ and the 
inconvenient turn for plotting and intriguing, Friedrich could 
not endure at all, but had them as soon as possible recalled, 
— of course, not without detestation on their part. 

At Leitmeritz, it appears, he kept withdrawn to his closet 
a good deal ; gave himself up to his sorrows and his thoughts ; 
would sit many hours drowned in tears, weeping bitterly like 
a child or a woman. This is strange to some readers ; but it 
is true, — and ought to alter certain current notions. Fried- 
rich, flashing like clear steel upon evil-doers and mendacious 
unjust persons and their works, is not by nature a cruel man, 
then, or an unfeeling, as Rumour reports ? Reader, no, far 
the reverse; — and public Rumour, as you may have remarked, 
is apt to be an extreme blockhead, full of fury and stupidity 
on such points, and had much better hold its tongue till it 
know in some measure. Extreme sensibility is not sure to be 
a merit; though it is sure to be reckoned one, by the greedy 
dim fellows looking idly on : but, in any case, the degree of 
it that dwelt (privately, for most part) in Friedrich was great ; 
and to himself it seemed a sad rather than joyful fact. 
Speaking of this matter, afterwards, to Garve, a 

Silesmn Philosopher, with whom he used to converse at 
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Breslau, he says ; — ^or let dull Garve himself report it, in the 
literal third-person : 

^ And hereinj 1/ the Herr Garve (venturing- to dispute, or qualify, on 
one of his Majesty’s favourite topics), ^ believe, lies the real ground of 

happiness ” : it is the capacity and opportunity to accomplish great 
things. This the King would not allow ; hut said, That I did not suffi- 
ciently take into account the natural feelings, different in different 
people, which, when painful, embittered the life of the highest as of the 
lowest. That, in his own life, he had experienced the deepest sufferings 
of this kind: ^^And,” added he, with a touching tone of kindness and 
familiarity which never occurred again in his interviews with me, ^^if 
you (Er) knew, for instance, what I underwent on the death of my 
Mother, you would see that I have been as unhappy as any other, and 
unhappier than others, because of the greater sensibility I had (weil ich 
mehr Empfindlichkeit gehabt hahe)** * ^ 

There needed not this new calamity in Friedrich’s lot just 
now ! From all points of the compass, his enemies, held in 
check so long, are floating-on : the confluence of disasters and 
ill-tidings, at this time, very great. From Jung-Bunzlau, 
close by, his Brother’s accounts are bad ; and grow ever 
worse, — as will be seen! On the extreme West, ‘July 3d,’ 
while Friedrich at Leifcmeritz sat weeping for his Mother, 
the French take Embden from him ; ‘ July 5th,’ the Russians, 
Memel, on the utmost East. June 3 0th, six days before, 
the Russians, after as many months of haggling, did cross the 
Border; 37,000 of them on this point ; and set to bombard- 
ing Memel from land and sea. Poor Memel (garrison only 
700) answered very fiercely, ‘sank two of their gunboats’ 
and the like; but the end was as we see, — Feldmarschall 
Lehwald able to give no relief. For there were above 70,000 
other Russians (Feldmarschall Apraxin with these latter, 
and Cossacks and Calmucks more than enough) crossing else- 

^ jFragfrutnie zur ScJiilderung des Ceistes, des CharcLkters und der JRegierung 
Friedruks (Us ZweiUn, von Christian Garve (Breslau, 1798), i. 314-316. An 
unexpectedly dull Book (Garve having talent and reputation); kind of monotonous 
Preachment upon Friedrich’s character ! almost nothing but tht above fraction 
now derivable from it. 
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wlit'i'*', Mitilh la T'il.sil ('oHiilry, aiwu old lAilnvald. Lehwald, 

with ill Nuch cimiuistimccs — what is to become of 

rrcuHM'U and him ! Nearer hand, the Austrians, the French, 

the very Iteieha Army, do now seem intent on business. 

'Fhe Heii'hs l-iseeution Army, we saw how Mayer and the 
Hattie of Frag had cheeked it ’in the birth-pangs ; and griven 
rise to pangs <»f anotluT sort; tlm poor Reichs Circles 
generidly exclaiming, ‘ \Vhat ! Hring the war into our own 
hurders? Brins the King of Prussia on our own throats!’ 
---and slopping short in their enlistments and prepara- 
tions ; in vain fur Austrian Oliicials to urge them. Watch- 
ing there, with awe-struck eye, while tlie 12,000 bombs 
flew into Prng. 

'Phe Battle of Kolin has reversed all tb.il ; and the poor 
old Reich is again hent on business in the Execution way. 
Drumming, conunitteeing, projecting, and endeavouring, with 
all her might, in all quarters ; and, from and after the 
event of KoHn, holding visible Encampment, in the Niirnberg 
Country; fractious of actual troops assembling there. ‘On 
the Plains of Fiirth, between Fiirth and Farrenbach, east 
sulc the River Rcgnit*/., there was the Camp pitched,’ says 
my Anonymous Frientl ; who gives me a cheerful Copperplate 
of the thing : ret! pennons, blue, and bright mixed colours ; 
generals' tents ; order-of-battle, and resi>cctive rallying-points : 
with Bamberg Country in front, and the peaks of the line 
Mountains lying pleasantly behind: a sight for the cunous. 
It is the same ground where Mayer was careering lately , 
*teighl> 0 iir!ng itobility and gentry glaci to come in gaa, an, 
dance with Mayer. Hither, all through July, come con- 
tingeiits straggling in, thicker and thicker ; Augus , 
things now about complete, the Bishop of Bamberg came to 
take survey of the Reichs-Heer (Bishop's remarks not given); 

^ 4^7*4®S* ■ u » , -II- • 'whtsi hits boilttd 

» J. F. S. (whom I 

4own, with grwit diligence, the old New»^p»pe», »nd ^ve» g» 
n«tn«, •»«. , without Inde*), i. «n, s»4 (the Copperplste). 
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Hiui li hru^'hnii llthrri iif hini*; A.|.iii«!u 4 % l^•l‘», uii Km .rr*i* 
oritiT, i|uil li'ii III! ! let amt firriiiiii’^ I f ililhtii|4!;hrtim*ii\ 
hm\ ill Ihr C'liiiin I)f Imrlh. Ihinkinn Ihr |«ntli 0 f liiitv Im 
that wav I > lluni^li liis IVifr* imr ijf Ihr iiuhh^ ’wifinrit i»f tin 
age*! Ihiiiiglil itrrv ililh.Triillv,^ A Humliiir Km^rr's ofiirf* 
bnckrd hv wlml I^iw ■■llnimirr luv in ihr Hnila had gaiir iiiit 
agaiiiHl hVirdrii'liV tiwii lli.iiihrr»ii iiml agiiiis^l nrn Mririif* 
Frinrr wIki mi%s in Frirt!rirh%, rnmnin* , tni!» rvirjil lum nf 
IIrHMii’'l)HrmHhidl| mntr nf limit tifwl itiinli imiiilMid I iti«l 
not hrar Ih.At his Afiafrgir tntriil iiiniHriitwii^ hill 
halt taiijdd hin* thr rinilitje cif figlil Mihhriing, tnrvli In 
sniiilj |surjnjsi' , itiiil Fririirirh* iiti ilinifil, ghima-tj luthgnmitl) 

at thi.H hiiiiill tilings HiiKtiig iht itiam hig 

1‘rom ft!i()ut tht* riiil i>f >Iuiii’, tlu’ Itiiilifi Afinv ktej*! 
(Iribbliiijj ill : tht* miiot iitiViiur Arni) in thi' w»rlil , ih> }« 4 rt 
of it wcU Urillwi, nu«*l of it not drillwl at all , ami for 
variety in colour, ccimlitiou, metluMl, and unlit mill 

* H«f letter to FiwdriKli* * Iltilia, Oci»foii 
%tv\l It, i3|. 

* In Orlicli» tm dnlmM- itiil, |>|> 

Wacf MmUuh mkm wtuirn^l: \ mm m ikw wnii y#i»fiftrh’* ^mp 

Amw«, ^ 
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j)i'ru»iafy niul other outfit, heggiu'iiig aescn})tion. Hilcl- 
hurfi^huuseii does his utuiost ; Kiiiser the like. Ihe number 
should have far cxceedctl 50,000 ; but was not, on the field, 
of above half that innnbcr : 25,000 ; add at last 8,000 
Au.striau tr-oops, two regiments of them cavalry ; good these 
8,000, the rest bad, — that was the Reichs Execution Army ; 
most inferior among Armies ; and considerable part of it, all 
tlie Protestant part, privately wishing well to Friedrich, they 
say. Drills itself multifariously in that Camp between Furth 
and Farrenbach, on the east side of Regnitz River. Fancy 
what a sight to Wilhelmina, if she ever drove that way ; 
which I think she hardly would. The Raireuth contingent 
itself is there ; the Margraf would have held-out stiff on that 
point ; hut Friedrich himself advised compliance. Margraf 
of Anspach,— perverse tippling creature, ill with his Wife, 

I doubt,— has joyfully sent his legal hundreds; will vote 
for the Reichs Ban against this worst of Germans, whom 
he has for Brother-in-law. Dark days in the a^art ot 
Wilhelmina, those of the Camp at Fiirth. Days which 
grow ever darker, with strange flashings-out of empyrean 
lightning from that shrill true heart; no peace more, tiU 

the noble heroine die 1 — i, ,.r n- i ’ 

This elende Reichs-Heer, miserable ‘Army of the Circles, 
is mockingly called Hhe Hoopers, Coopers (Tonndiers\ an 
gets quizzing enough, under that and other 
Opposition Public. Far other from the French and Austnans ; 
who are bent that it should do feats in the worid, and prove 
impressive on a robber King- Thus too, ‘ for Deliverance of 
Saxony,’ to cooperate with Reichs-Heer in that sacre ° J 
thanks to the zeal of Pompadour, 

together, in Ekass, a supplementary 30,000 (40,330 ^sa 
Theory, but Fact never quite so many) ; j , 

across the Rhine, in Frankfurt 

while the drilling at Furth goes on With Soutee, 

simultaneously getting under way, will steer 

join the Reichs-Heer about Erfurt, before August end , an 



200 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES [book xviu. 

[27th June-aioth July 1757 

and we shall see what becomes of the combined Soubise and 
Reichs Army after that ! 

It must be owned, the French, Pompadour and love of 
glory urging, are diligent since the event of Kolin. In select 
Parisian circles, the Soubise Army, or even that of D'Estrees 
altogether, — ^produced by the tears of a filial Dauphiness, — 
is regarded as a quasi-sacred, or uncommonly noble thing; 
and is called by her name, ^ UArmee de la Daxiphme^ or for 
shortness ^ La Dauphirte’* without adjunct. Thus, like a kind 
of chivalrous Bellona, vengeance in her right hand, tears and 
fire in her eyes, TJie Da^tphiness advances ; and will join 
Reichs-Heer at Erfurt before August end. Such the will of 
Pompadour ; Richelieu encouraging, for reasons of his own. 
Soubise, I understand, is privately in pique against poor 
I) Entrees and intends to eclipse him by a higher style of 
diligence ; though DTstrees too is doing his best. 

^ July Sd, we saw the D’Estr&s people taking Embden ; 
D^Estrfe, quiet so long in his Camp at Bielefeld, had at 
once bestirred himself, Kolin being done shot-out a de- 
tachment leftwards, and Embden had capitulated that day. 
Adieu to the Shipping Interests there, and to other pleasant 
things ! ^ July 9th, after sunset,’ D'Estrees himself got on 

march from Bielefeld; set forth, in the cool of night, 60,000 
strong, and 10,000 more to join him by the road (the rest 
are left as garrisons, reserves,— 1,000 marauders of them 
swing as monitory pendulums, on their various trees, for one 
itemX— direct towards Hanover and Royal Highness of 
Cumberland ; who retreats, and has retreated, behind the 
Ems, the mser, back, ever back; and, to appearance, will 
make a bad finish yonder. 

To Friedrich, waiting at Leitmeritz, all these things are 
gloomilj known ; but the most pressing of them is tLt of 


J5’Estr&.*s Army), ‘ 2 *d June' 
Am,y, by aid of Pompadour, 
wcbelieu ‘b«.y at Suaabur* 
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tii** AiiHtriJiit^ mul tn‘» Lrt m give ?cof«e 

ililrmtirr’i iif liH t« W’ lilirhuiiirii iimrlv iill in* hmv ilirwt 
tiiiii ill tliiil liiiii* ; imhI ltii*ii tci tlm iViiict of 


Frmlrkh to iri7/irliiii>iii fill lliymitli) 

l#l Jni^ I7A7« • * * lirurl fun In tlw 

tfinlfr iiilrrrwt fmi t<» tttk# ill riinffrim im, Ihmr Sinirr, 

friir iiiitliiiftf till tny wntf : ififii nrn In tlm Itntni nf ^Iwl mil 

Fnin* (’* rrntl»**»tiy»ln»ii» IW|, FiiiJiif-m 

niiifiwf I# iipMiifi} ; uri'iilfiil* will |#'ii|iit% ^.nlkltiii tnt llif 

iltfiiig III llifir nmm, iyiii|C In tlmt l«*4 ; uml Ifi-rn* iirii rimiiy 
tlm pftb i*f witr/ • • * I ihinki tltnniiilt Ummn will Im tlm wfwl 
rwitf f«f yntir I#ttf m* till ne i wii inti In wriln jiiil imw f xtmpl nn 
iif il«»ro in » filfeii In fl|ili#r| 

ititifi*«lr«i fnr llm NVwsi|m|mm| ut tMiftm mifli riiftii 
Jui^mk * lly ^ rmirirr ot ruliiriilnif In (wto 

piwn mm yiHi)* * I writ# in upfirb# my imr •Hini^r sif llif mw iiiiitfry 
wtikti iifiprwiwimii m, W# Irnvn tm imij^nr ^ lliillmr* Tkh ln»i pwti tlm 
cittwii nil my niirrtiwt, t nm ntilMnil In nftj uml lm,vn tint tnim In flvn 
frt# mir#i tm my lmr% I ymy yntii i$f tlm mtimiimi ni n Irrlln^ 

fwl In #11 rriml n IrlftL All Immm lu tlm wnrW mfiHkln t»r Imiiig 
; liul ilin^ wkirh llwilli «rf Urn nm*h «f 

*itk, * Yfii* ifp twi gfwii ; I nm n^lmiiiml In nlni## ymir 
fill! f|fi| nlftrii yiiii *111# try im utiuiitl tlm Frmsrtii *lml fiinilitiniii nf 
ilmy *iiii!il tl#mwiil ; mw miglit Jmlgn m In tlitlr Inlttitkiim* if rnl llmt 
Ifirilwii (f# M» ^0 Mlmtmul In Friiim Willlrifly will I fwy Ikt 
txpfim lltfimynfw m miiiii ## flvn mlllliiii llial«ri*(7BII#00Cl^) * tn 
th# * (yti# In llm Fiim|«iietir) *&r fwi alorm Of 

cmifiii# !ii# iiiirm*l 4i#rfnti«ti will h$ iiwilwl * llm Etigliih pi 

lltn Imm wliwl tif It I tint If Ihty mm gmm tm it Vllni# mul foil In ivtry 
pifil# wltii mn mif im f C% M. ^0 will U iiir|mlii4 

t0 twii, I# «i Ofif It mf iti« fftiife lllriimmi*! ; l»i WItti liitn mvlnf 

pint Immlvtiife ; tml ** ttlricte thm Op» it tWrimtlii^* ho 

ywi w« will fin"# In full 

*ilf mmm §»»».,— ffiir Littit .Inii mkm&t I m% In It fow 
f©r lii impirilili Imm w$ li»¥« hid mf tlif hmi «ml wmrUti^ 
la tbli w»rM* I m m Bimthdowm with »il &m Umm imm 
'■wlAia'iWii 'wilfeiwl, I *^1 1« • 
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^Tlie French have just laid hold of Friesland ' (seized Embden, duly 
Sd) ; ^are about to pass the Weser : they have iiistig'ated the Swedes 
to declare M’^ar against me ; the Swedes are sending 17,000 men 
(rather more if anything; hut they proved beautifully ineffectual) ^into 
Pomniem/ — will be burdensome to Stralsund and the poor country 
people mainly ; having no Captain over them but a hydra-headed 
National Palaver at home^ and a Long-pole with Cocked-hat on it here 
at hand. 'The Russians are besieging Memel ' (have taken it^ ten days 
ago): ' Lehwald has them on his front and in his rear. The Troops of 
the Reich/ from your Plains of Fiirth yonder^ ' are also about to march. 
All this will force me to evacuate Bohemia, so soon as that crowd of 
enemies gets into motioi;i. 

' I am firmly resolved on the extremest efforts to save my Country. 
We shall see (quitte a voir) if Fortune will take a new thought, or if she 
will entirely turn her back upon me. Happy the moment when I took 
to training myself in philosophy I There is nothing else that can sustain 
the soul in a situation like mine. I spread-out to you, dear Sister, the 
detail of my sorrows : if these things regarded only myself, 1 could stand 
it with composure ; but I am bound Guardian of the safety and happiness 
of a People which has been put under my charge. There lies the sting 
of it : and 1 shall have to reproach myself with every fault, if, by delay 
or by overhaste, I occasion the smallest accident ; all the more as, at 
present^ any fault may be capital. 

' What a business ! Here is the liberty of Germany, and that Pro- 
testant Cause for which so much blood has been shed ; here are those 
Two great Interests again at stake ; and the pinch of this huge game is 
such, that an unlucky quarter of an hour may establish over Germany 
the tyrannous domination of the House of Austria for ever I 1 am in the 
case of a traveller who sees himself surrounded and ready to be assassi- 
nated by a troop of cutthroats, who intend to share his spoils. Since the 
League of Cambrai^ (1508-1510, with a Pope in it and a Kaiser and Most 
Christian King, iniquitously sworn against poor Venice ; — ^to no purpose, 
as happily appears), ^ there is no example of such a Conspiracy as that 
infamous Triumvirate ' (Austria, France, Russia) ^ now forms against me. 
Was it ever seen before, that three great Princes laid plot in concert to 
destroy a Fourth, who had done nothing against them } I have not had 
the least quarrel either with Prance or with Russia, still less with 
Sweden. If, in common life, three citizens took it into their heads to 
fall-upon their neighbour, and hum his house about him, they very 
certainly, by sentence of tribunal, would be broken on the wheel. 
What! and wiU Sovereigns, who maintain these tribunals and these 
kws m their States, give such example to their subjects ' Happy, my 
dear Skto, k the ohacure man, whose good s^e, from youth upwardi. 
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lias renounced all sorts of glory ; who, in his safe low place, has none to 
envy him, and whose fortune does not excite the cupidity of scoundrels ! 

' But these reflections are vain. We have to be what our birth, which 
decides, has made us in entering upon this world. I reckoned that, 
being King, it beseemed me to think as a Sovereign ; and I took for 
principle, that the reputation of a Prince ought to be dearer to him than 
life. They have plotted against me ; the Court of Vienna has given 
itself the liberty of trying to maltreat me ; my honour commanded me 
not to suffer it. We have come to War ; a gang of robbers falls on me, 
pistol in hand : that is the adventure which has happened to me. The 
remedy is difficult : in desperate diseases there ax-e no methods but 
desperate ones. 

^ 1 beg a thousand pardons, dear Sister : in these three long pages I 
talk to you of nothing but my troubles and affairs. A strange abuse it 
would be of any other person’s friendship. But yours, my dear Sister, 
yours is known to me ; and 1 am persuaded you are not impatient when 
I open my heart to you : — a heart which is yours altogether ; being filled 
with sentiments of the tenderest esteem, with which 1 am, my dearest 
Sister, your ' (in truth, affectionate Brother at all times) ^F.* ^ 

Prince August Wilhelm finds a had Problem at Jung-Bunzlau ^ 
and does it badly : Friedrich thereupon has to rise from 
I^itmeritz^ and take the Field elsewhere^ in bitter Haste and 
Impatience^ with Outlooks worse than ever. 

The Prince of Prussia'^s Enterprise had its intricacies ; but, 
by good management, was capable of being done. At least, 
so Friedrich thought ; — though, in truth, it would have been 
better had Friedrich gone himself, since the chief pressure 
happened to fall thei*e ! The Prince has to retire, Parthian- 
like, as slowly as possible, with the late Kolin or Moritz- 
Bevern Army, towards the Lausitz, keeping his eye upon 
Silesia the while; of course securing the passes and strong 
places in his passage, for defence of his own rear at lowest ; 
especially securing Zittau, a fine opulent Town, where his 
chief Magazine is, fed from Silesia now. The Army is in 
good strength (guess 30 , 000 ), with every equipment com- 
plete; in discipline, in health and in heart, such aa beseems a 

1 (Mmfres d$ Fridiric^ xxvii. i. 294, 295, 296-S. 
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Prassian Anny, — probably longing rather, if it venture to 
long or wish for anything not yet commanded, to have a 
stroke at those Austrians again, and pay them something 
towards that late Kolin score. 

The Prince arrived at Jung-Bunzlau, June 30 th ; Winter- 
feld with him, and, at his own request, Schmettan. The 
Austrians have not yet stirred : if they do, it may be upon 
the King, it may be upon the Prince : in three or even in 
two marches. Prince and King can be together, — the King 
only too happy, in the present oppressive coil of doubts, to 
find the Austrians ready for a new passage of battle, and an 
immediate decision. The Austrians did, in fact, break-out, — 
seemingly, at first, upon the King ; but in reality upon the 
Prince, whom they judge safer game ; and the matter became 
much more critical upon him than had been expected^ 

The Prince was thought to have a good judgment (too 
muci talk in it, we sometimes feared), and fair knowledge in 
military matters. The King, not quite by the Prince*’s 
choice, has given him Winterfeld for Mentor ; Winterfeld, 
who has an excellent military head in such matters, and a 
heart firm as steel, — ^almost like a second self in the King's 
estimation. Excellent Winterfeld ; — but then there are also 
Schmettau, Bevem and others, possibly in private not too 
well affected to this Winterfeld. In fact, there is rather a 
midtitude of Counsellors ; — and an ingenuous fine-spirited 
Pnnce, perhaps more capable of eloquence on the Opposition 
side, than of condensing into real wisdom a multitude of 
counsels, when the crisis rises, and the affair becomes really 
difficult Crisis did rise : the victorious Austrians, after such 
^y, h^ finally made-np their minds to press this one a 
hWe, iiiis one rather than the King, and hang upon his 
«irts; Daun and Prince Karl set-out after him, just about 
^ of hia arrival,-' 70,000 strong,’ the Prince hears, 
md^^plen^ofPandours. Certain it is, the poor Prince’s 
mod floundCT a good deal ; and his procedures sucsoeeded 
•raramrfy ffl mi thi, occasron. Cratain, too, that they were 
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cxtrr.r.jv i!I jnk.*n nt iH-mljiinrtera : and that he even died 
.oo« after, -.dudi.v uf hn.Un heart, «aid the ceimoriou* 
Iithi It H well kmiwu hmv Kumjie rang with the matter 
fm- a long w idle; «t..l Hm.ks were |innted, and Documents, 
and t h,, „ //««dd We. wl»> can HiHind 

hut a jiHge or two „„ jt, carefully stand hy the essential 

imrt, ^ 


J'lf in chief command. 

»e»n!*« H mternlii. il.,. <.ent<r»lH iiii.tcr him ure Ziethen, Schmettew 

temiuel, iU'Uuw, a,„i 

myt,„,uln,H‘ 0 . i,,,, 1.. etay there, thinks the Prince, think* 

evet) h.Mly ; ami they «hiA to Neii.rUt.w*, westward thirty rnihsi. July 
tit, MUM hid rr....ed the Klhe (Pu.m let us nay for brevity, Ihouith 
It l» l»*ua «,n Kerl.or even KurJ ami tium. K*rl hci«K chief, and 
c«(m4e «f .eyin„ «, at time. thm,«h 1, very «|.!end«.t since 

hol. ,).>cr,..^d the hlbe slene Hrmnleisj Nsds.ti, with precuntor 
I siith.urs, now wjUiin mu hour’s rnurch of Juisg.ltuu*l«u j-aud it wii« 

will# ill ii’iit 

which I* thought « strong position, key 
of the huM il.e« there, Mint nesrer IViedrii-h too. the I'rince sUyed not 
qiiile four d«y« ; sh.ited to Itohm {HohmisrA) fe-ipM. J«/j^ 7//.,- rslhcr olT 
from Leitmeriu hut u rimn h tnwNtds ZhImh, where the provisions „re.* 

A h»d i-hauge, SM.,1 tt.e Prim e's fnetnls #«erw#rds ; •' rlmtige sdvlsed 
».y n ii.terleid, wtm never meiitumed tliNt eirriimstiitice to his Msjesty. 
many ms hejh.l ,«ei,tio«. not it. the test way !"» Prince gets to Itiihm 
taupM July ,th ; stays there, in «)uestionMhle clrcunistwices, nine (l«yii, 
Hohm tei|w is still not slmve thirty miles aorthHMstwMrd of the 
Rtfig ; Mttd it IB ulsmt the »«me diststtce soiith.westw»rd from Zlttau, out 
of which tine lowii, |M*rlly Ity cross. muds, the Prince gets his provlsioa* 
on tins nmri h. I rom Zittsu hitherward, ita far as the little Town of 
tjMliei, which lies Mhoiit half way, there Is hroad High Hoad, the great 
ihmthern A,i<»er.«r«s,e ; from f„r IH.hm teipa, you have to emsa 

iwtith-wcstward by cmintry roads { the keys to which, especiiilly fJatel, 
Ote I rime has ««t failed to aeeiiro hy projier garriaou parties. And so, 
for ahoni a week, not <|u{t« iiuMimfortatily, ht oottUnuea at Bfihm teipa; 

1' I Jl *,„» n-r irtiimm i.i.)i,. 4 . ... ^ ^ 

* l$>tm Stfrktt ttmhmt At fkrmitrt Cu»tr*i it Muin it hMtrt; iitisMt 
« itut yern#! ll tsiiro,,! n AmMcrilani, jyy*). this 1* iht Prince's own Siite- 
mein. 1 roof m hand. Ily f«r ih« dcatest Account li in Srimtl/m’t ZcAws (te 
hB ^uj, pp. jsy.jaa. Site *1 ih, Prsui*, li. SJ- 6 i, and mipsclally H. $ 93 . 
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gettii 2 g-tn his convoys from Zittau. Diligently scanning the I’andour 
stragglings and sputterings round him, which are clearly on the increas-i 
ing haiid^ Diligently corresponding with the King, meanwhile ; who 
much, discourages undue apprehension, or retreat movement till the last 
pinch. Edging backward, and again backward, you come bounce upon 
Berlin one day, and will then have to halt which is not pleasant to 
the Prince. But, indisputably, the Pandour spurts on him do become 
Pandour gusbings, with regulars also noticeable i it is certain the Austrians 
are out,— pretending first to mean the King and Leitmeritz ; but know- 
ing better, and meaning the Prince and Bbhm Leipa all the while, 

By way of supplement, take Dauif s positions in the interim : 

Daun and Karl were at Podschernitz 26th June; 1st* July, cross 
the Elbe, above Brandeis (Nadasti now within an hour s march of Jung- 
Bunzlau) ; 7th July (day while the Prince is flitting to Bohm Leipa), 
Daun is through Jung-Bunzlau to Muncliengratz ; thence to Liebenau ; 
14th, to Niemes, not above four miles from the Prince’s rightmost 
outpost (rightmost or eastmost, which looks aw'ay from his Brother) ; 
while a couple of advanced parties. Beck and Maguire, hover on his 
flank Zittau-ward, and Nadasti (if he knew it) is pushing on to rear. 

‘ Thursday 14th July, About six in the evening, at Bobm Leipa, 
distinct cannon-thunder is heard from north-east : Evidently Gabel 
getting cannonaded, and our wagon convoy " (empty, going to Zittau 
for meal. General Puttkammer escorting) is in a dangerous state ! 
And by and by hussar parties of ours come in, with articulate news to 
that bad effect: Gabel under hot attack of regulars; Puttkammer 
with his 3,000 vigorously defending, will expect to be relieved within 
not many hours!' Here has the crisis come. Crisis sure enough; — 
and the Prince, to meet it, summons that refuge of the irresolute, a 
Council of War. 

^ Wiuterfeld, who is just come home in these moments, did not attend ; 
— not, till three next morning. Winterfeld had gone to bed; fairly 

tired dead," with long marching and hurrying about. To the poor 
Prince there ai*e three courses visible. Course first, That of joining the 
King at Leitmeritz. Gabel, Zittau lost in that case ; game given-up ; — 
reception likely to be bad at Leitmeritz 1 Course the course 

Friedrich himself would at once have gone upon, and been already well 
ahead with, — ^Tbat of instantly taking measures for the relief of Putt- 
kammer. Dispute Gabel to the last ; retreat, on loss of it, Parthian-like, 
to Zittau, by that broad Highway, short and broad, whole distance hence 
only thirty miles. Thirty miles," say the multitude of Counsellors : 
‘'Yes, but the first fifteen, Gabel, is cross-road, hilly, difficult ; they 
have us in flank!" “We are 25,000,” urges the Prince ; “fifteen 
nfite is not much i " The thing had its difficulties : the Prince himself, 
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it appears, faintly thought it feasible : ^^25,000 we ; 20,000 they; only 
fifteen miles/* said lie. But the variety of Counsellors ; Cross-roads,, 
defiles, flank-march, dangerous, * said they. And so the third course, 
which was incomparably the worst, found favour in Council of M^ar : 
I'hat of leaving Gabel and Puttkanimer to their fate ; and of pushing-off 
for I^ittau leftwards through the safe Hills, by Kamnitz, Kreywitz, 
Rumburg ; which, if the reader look, is by a circuitous, nay, quite 
parabolic course, twice or thrice as far:— “In that manner let us save 
Zittau and our Main Body ! ** said the Council of War. Yes, my friends ; 
a cannon-ball, endeavouring to get into Zittau from the town-ditch, 
would have to take a parabolic course and the cannon-ball would 
be speedy upon it, and not have Hill roads to go by I This notable 
parabolic circuit of narrow steep roads may have its difficulties for an 
Army and its baggages V Enough, the poor Prince adopted that worst 
third course; and even made no despatch in getting into it; and it 
proved ruinous to Zittau, and to much else, his own life partly included. 

^ July Thursday night, or Friday 3 a.m., that third and incom- 

parahly worst course was adopted : Gabel, Puttkammer with his wagons, 
ensigns, kettledrums, all this has to surrender in a day: High Road to 
Zittau, for the Austrians, is a smooth march, when they like to gather 
fully there, and start. And in the Hills, with their jolts and precipitous 
windings, infested too by Pandours, the poor Prussian Main Body, on 
its wide parabolic circuit, has a time of it 1 Loses its pontoons, loses 
most of its baggage ; obliged to set fire, not to the Pandours, but to 
your own wagons, and necessaries of army life; encamps on bleak 
heights ; no food, not even water ; road quite lost, road to be rediscovered 
or invented ; Pandours sputtering on you out of every bush and hollow, 
your peasant wagoners cutting traces and galloping-off : — such are the 
phenomena of that march by circuit leftward, on the poor Prince's part 
March began, soon after midnight, Saturday l^th, Schmettau as van- 
guard; and' — 

And, in fine, by Friday after not quite a week of it, 
the Prince, curving from northward (in parabolic course, less 
speedy than the cannon-balPs would have been) into sight of 
Zittau, — behold, there are the Austrians far and wide to left 
of us, encamped impregnable behind the Neisse River there ! 
They have got the EckarPs Hill, which commands Zittau : — - 
and howto get into Zittau and our magarines, and how to 
subsist if we were in? The poor Prince takes post on what 
Heights there are, on his own side of the Neisse ; looks 
wistfully down upon Zittau, asking How? 
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About stroke of noon the Austrians, from their Eckarts- 
berg, do a thing which was much talked of. They open 
battery of red-hot balls upon Zittau ; kindle the roofs of it, 
shingle-roofs in dry July; set Zittau all on blaze, the 10,000 
innocent souls shrieking in vain to Heaven and Earth ; and 
before sunset, Zittau is ashes and red-hot walls, not Zittau 
but a cinder-heap,— Prussian Garrison not hurt, nor Magazine 
as yet ; Garrison busy with buckets, I should guess, but 
beginning to find the air grow very hot. On the morrow 
morning, Zittau is a smouldering cinder-heap, hotter and 
hotter to the Prussian Garrison ; and does not exist as a 
City. 

One of the most inhuman actions ever heard of in War, 
shrieks universal Germany ; asks itself what could have set a 
chivalrous Karl upon this devil-like procedure ? ‘ Protestants 

these poor Zittauers were ; shone in commerce ; no such 
weaving, industrying, in all Teutschland elsewhere: Hah! 
An eye-sorrow, they, with their commerce, their weavings and 
industryings, to Austrian Papists, who cannot weave or 
trade ? ’ that was finally the guess of some persons ; — wide 
of the mark, we may well judge. Prince Xavier of Saxony, 
present in the Camp too, made no remonstrance, said others. 
Alas, my friends, what could Xavier probably avail, the 
foolish fellow, with only three regiments ? Prince Karl, it 
was afterwards evident, could have got Zittau unburnt ; and 
could even have kept the Prussians out of Zittau altogether. 
Zittau surely would have been very useful to Prince Karl. 
But overnight (let us try to fancy it so), not knowing the 
Prussian possibilities. Prince Karl, screwed to the devilish 
point, had got his furnaces lighted, his red-hot balls ready; 
and so, hurried-on by his Pride and by his other Devils, had 
— ^There are devilish things sometimes done in War. And 
whole cities are made ashes by them. For certain, here is a 
strange way of commencing your ‘Deliverance of Saxony’ ! 
And Prince Karl carries, truly, a brand-mark from this con* 
flagration, and will till all memory of him cease. As to 
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Zittau, it rebuilt itself. Zittau is alive again ; a strong 
stone city, in our day. On its new-built Townhouse stands 
again ^ Bene jfacere et male audire regnum est^ To do well, and 
be ill spoken of, is the part of kings ’ ^ (amazingly true of 
them, — when they are not shams). What times for Herrn- 
huth ; preparing for its Christian Sabbath, under these omens 
near by ! 

The Prince of Prussia tells us, he ‘ early next morning 
(Saturday 23d July) had his tents pitched ’ ; which was but 
an unavailing procedure, with poor Zittau gone such a road. 

^ Bring us bread out of that ruined Zittau,’ ordered the 
Prince : his Detachment returns inelfectual, ^ So hot, we 
cannot march in.’ And the Garrison Colonel (one Dierecke 
and five battalions are garrison) sends out word : ^ So hot, we 
cannot stand it.’ ‘ Stand it yet a very little ; and — ! ’ 
answers the Prince : but Dierecke and battalions cannot, or 
at least cannot long enough ; and set to marching out. In 
firm order, I have no doubt, and with some modicum of 
bread : but the tumbling of certain burnt walls parted 
Colonel and men, in a sad way. Colonel himself, with the 
colours, with the honours (none of his people, it seems, 
though they were scattered loose), was picked-up by a 
Austrian party, and made prisoner. A miserable busin ss, 
this of Zittau 1 

Next evening, Sunday, after dark, Prince of Prussia strikes 
his tents again; rolls-oJff in a very unsuccinct condition; 
happily unchased, for he admits that chase would have been 
ruinous. OflP towards Lobau (what nights for Zin^endorf 
and Herrnhuth, as such things tumble past them!); thence 
towards Bautzen ; and arrives in the most lugubr‘ous torn 
condition any Prussian General ever stood in. Reaches 
Bautzen on those terms ;■ — and is warned that his Brother 
will be there in a day or two. 

One may fancy Friedrich’s indignation, astonishment and 

^ A anyiiig af Akxandtr the Giwt'i (PlutMch, m Akxandro). 

■ ' 'VOL. 'VI. ' ■' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ .0. : 
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|«ly 

♦li4»rkiiiRly iiiarilvri lli#f iw lllii pn^t at IliiMteiilMM’k. iyEfitr€©i, 
i4M** s# rnlnHiliHi»ty ** lta» rtittiHritviTil tliiyti in advancing 

tt« many llrllWi did *it la’^t coin© up (July 

tkllii)* n»*tiily to mm «f lltiyiii wnmi count him, 

hut c*oi«ii}i<*rii!iIy ttuari'lilc In |iiirta, nvorwItcloiCil \uih Tourt i»oncral« 
^n*i th'iiii'o* ii'f lliii IIIiiihI, IW tin® limit ; - -and dccnlc.^ tm attacking-^ next 
iiitmniig. lt‘K»lrrn# dtil)* ii» rwmiinoltri% hut unluckily ** had miat 
•inhicniy fathog/*— ** W®l| ; w« iini»l itUiick, all ttiu aiunn T' 

* Aiiti «u, Jti%, Tun-*ol»y* a /ts'lfc ttf l/u.vOod/cck : the 

ah»ur*ln«>tt Ihillln In ihn «i»rhl ; iiitd which uugiti, in fuiruoaH, to have 
iftwit limt liy imlh^ lluHigli lliiyal lllghiit*« idmis* had tlio ill Imtk* !ioth 
i a|Uaiii« ludfauul very iiiiorly ; and luudi of them had ii nulmltcrn who 
kdittitul well lFE»lice«, %mI.1i hii PohUhI there, 

known itiiihiiig of* Iloyal IligliftiWn |wod|iiin ; »ciw only Iloyal High- 
isw*i lf»ll wsiig till llial woody lioiglil.; anil after hmim of preliminary 
ciiiiiiitniiliiigi iifiiiii otti Clenerd i;t»«v®rl tifmii ihiit* Clievert, Ida 
mihftllerti'C^ hit «»f right utildiftr-iliiii tint Clicvtni whom wa knew at 
l*ragi ill old llollekit ii|kj« It like fury; whom the 

llniiiiwlck Ctrwwdltrt reelil In Ilk# liiimotir, holler and hotter. Some 
tiirtl ligliting Ilwre, «ti iloyal lligliiwa/i* loft; fhevert very fiery, 
flrenadiori very ntwlliial# ; till, on the 4?eiilro, wnniwiml, In lioyal 
lligliiiiw'a rhipf Iwitery there, tiime ^mrk went the wrong way, and 
m |Hwt|«ww«giin iliot iteelf aloft with lihltHioa hliw.e and roar ; and in the 
Miiifii^htn, III® Fftiieli aiitl the hailory wmi hml, IVhieh diiH 

eenraged lli« ikmmUmi m ihal rimverl made »mno progrew upon 
Ikim, on Ihfir wnmly Iltlgtil, and hegiin to lia^e confident hope. 

«|la«l diewrl kiiowii/nr hmt known, there wan, dote 

yiiliid mU ItetghI, a llelltiw, llimngh which ifiiwe iJrenadieri might 
have liteii tekeii in rmr« Ihnigenwi lliillow, mncdi neglected hy Royal 
wlie liMi eiiiy fleiitral llreiteiihaeli with a weak party there. 
*riil* llriiltoiil^rh, hi|»|^tilii|r le l»vt a liwiil of hli own, and finding 
iiotliifif to dw III llial Hollow m le rlglitwanl, Imrate-out, of hia own 
mmrA, wi Idieterl’i Itfl iiiik | tamiiniadinf, volleying, liorifr*ohftrging ; 
-rth« itintiil of wiiieli (** liah, Fittiisli llitw too!*') itnick a damp 
lliroiifti lloyil Ilifhfi^, who Iwtetitly ordiwi retreat, and took the 
riiwk trhal iliifolar UHttik that »mm4 of llreitefiharti to lioyal Iligh- 
mm ! For tilmtrvi, Hit of Biiiltenli«eli|’*«*whlcli ww, to rteover the 
tmi hattery (fallatit yooiig Frlniw of Brnnawiek, ** lliredltary Frinee,** 
fir Ptikt that §• I# ilrtklorto opon R willi hayoiwteeharge at the 
r^lil too order retrial I Battle loit,'^ 

tliliik* iMttd pod e«»f Iwi llrelfcinhaeh hmn sup-- 

prtod at all. ini m wteilt^w doinl | mi Jtoyal Hlghnois him«elf was 
iiiil ofortofe^hli, m iir oit Ih# loifed. loyal filghn^ wept on hearing ; 



£lt SKVKN VKAK^ WAK HI5KS fit.NtK XViir 

iHi'.ii |i.-v mi 

tliP Crriix.li*'.* l- »r* «it«l «“ •‘'I'* -Md 

nn.lHiiih* l!f<'tli-i<l'itr(i aii'M’ •■ !!• I ! ’*f> ' 

Till* 'i» Oip U-t Mf Hi.v.. 11,-. ’ r.i'i.HtJ m H». Il.r >rirr*l 

iiwt iH'Hi ..i.li'rnl • I'll 3 t-it **>» '-Vr-'U' i<"»Uk« I... * th« 




rli Hi# 


riwil t'»'r ; i«4 ,* t » t 4 

Wlill. ul.lH II.I..1 I." IT »» IxO’l' **' "''K*''* •*“* *•■■»* 

«t>l Msu.lrtn.ru ; R .«4 .ol.l.rr* « - »«l »>i .4 • ' 

»U>i t«’ viiltiiiMr ni.-i.ilia « It T-UUri* •till ^..* 1 . .# .» !«..»* lUil I... , 

it «ii» tli>»>t(i!i Urri.ini < loiiitM'. I« ji.tiui «.» **.'*. tli«l 

llWimi... !•> tl! ; M* >»*• ‘‘'I* «''•» *«’•*»*••" *« K*** 

mUt „ul «( 11. 

iititi will imv** t.i Hi- mrnH<>ll''<» ni>* Hi »l»Mi Hi.-.j, «i.*l HiW* 

fw ©vir ©iir iitipgrihif t 


WlM tltrr Friwlriih hn»l hrtnl »f HnoirttStrrk Dm- lUy hit 
Bittlhi-f niiii 111- tiiii (-hily iiilUli. nt IhniUml. I »hi imt kium 
hut it it liki-ly I'tHiHfjh h«t »wi hnvr gut lUv thul *rrv 

tmiriiilig ; "Itit h "«• >"'• rnlrululrd In im rm-w- iiiir't 
huitutiii ' Dit «•* '•»"»« »“ti» Du- rntui- it «»»t fniti-rinil, 

M all iimt hnvt- lu-«nl. Ut ut «i»«. miIH hmity, frittn 
Schitjettau Jfiiniur, the frAtuiw uf it ; atnl Irani llir 

tram! id n-aiii-r, «h»> ha* f«fi»ir*l t« himtrlf *ninr uf 

kitlRthip atid it* MUTtiw* and tttTii fwiMhltuu* (h»ititg jirthaji* 
hintuclf »oini;lhitig t>f kingly* in ■ »tM«U jHilmtial M«yh to 
iidt-rprct tlw inaltcr, atid make »l»at hr «« t>f it 


'iHfawrtcii^ JWA Juf)/ I7&7. Th« Ktnf Miifc rrU»f«»nf«i»»Ml It earning 
hltlipr, frmit tlw Uirttli-M tldt { »« llit »*l»w of llitt JittwnUed 

Zittttu Arwyj t« »i>Pea olth it mtaliiti U.o Aotimn*, «mI, if fcooiawljr 
lurk Uw ituort of Blloti* *i»d Sotoof tlftla, ttiA eloiiwi ih# 
toi^ailriii *w*y. ITinro of IVottUi aii*l tho oititt •«»no»olt li**r liii4ito, 
the nlftht Iwfurti "At 4 t,i*. loworfow (2mh), ••n hh 
Prinro awl fioiisralt wait •rrordliiglyt tU tli*#* Iwl t««lu aiwl 't inlw- 
fell! ; tiwy wit, whieh la iioiod. 

‘For alwvt an himr, no Kin* i Prinwi *ii4 tloiwrtU into fi.to**4 ; *■ 
thare I* tlw Kin* fomin* ; Prine* itonri, Ifok# F#r4»«ai»il of llriinttirk 
moA othart In hit tolw Kin* aoUeiim tlww, *1 otont IX*«‘ J-t**-* 4«f 
toft®*, 4riw brWl* i Prim* of Pruaal* 414 tho Ilk*, Ifoiu *«*t >** •ololiti* 

* MawBton, i ** 8 1 Anmfmam of llamtoff . i to# l•^»r *»*« • *t*a 

•UnawiMKofiktoto, Jfattdtd liqfaajrt»4|r)i Kaiittoj *««, *«. 
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with their hats, as did the King s train in return. King did not salute ; 
—on the contrary, he turned his horse round and dismounted, as did 
everybody else on such signal. King lay down on the ground, as if 
waiting the arrival of his Vanguard ; and bade Winterfeld and Goltz sit 
by him.’ Poor Prince of Prussia, and battered heavy-laden Generals ! 
'After a minute or two, Goltz came over and whispered to the Prince. 
" Hither, meine Herren, all of you ; a message from his Majesty !” cried 
the Prince. Whereupon, to Generals and Prince, Goltz delivered, in 
equable official tone, these affecting words : " His Majesty commands me 
to inform your Royal Highness, That he has cause to be greatly dis- 
contented with you ; that you deserve to have a Court-martial held over 
you, which would sentence you and all your Generals to death ; but that 
his Majesty will not carry the matter so far, being unable to forget that 
in the Chief General he has a Brother ! ” ’ ^ 

The Prince answered. He wanted only a Court-martial ; 
and the like, in stiff tone. Here is the Letter he writes next 
day to his Brother, with the Answer : 

Prince of Prussia to the King 

'Bautzen, 30th July 1757. 

'My obar Brothbk,-— T he Letters you have written me, and the 
reception I yesterday met with, are sufficient proof that, in your opinion, 
I have ruined my honour and reputation. This grieves, but it does not 
crush me, as in my own mind I am not conscious of the least reproach. 
I am perfectly convinced that I did not act by caprice : I did not follow 
the counsels of people incapable of giving good ones ; I have done what 
I thought to be suitablest for the Army. All your Generals will do me 
that justice. 

'I reckon it useless to beg of you to have my conduct investigated : 
this would be a favour you would do me ; so I cannot expect it. My 
health has been weakened by these fatigues, still more by these chagrins. 
I have gone to lodge in the Town, to recruit myself. 

' I have requested the Duke of Bevern to present the Army Reports ; 
he can give you explanation of everything. Be assured, my dear 
Brother, that in spite of the misfortunes which overwhelm me, and 
which I have not deserved, T shall never cease to be attached to the 
State ; and as a faithful member of the same, my joy will be perfect when 
I learn the happy issue ot your Enterprises. I have the honour to be,*— 

August WiLijEr.M.* 



^ Bchmettau, pp. 3S4-5* ^ Main Mattre^ p. ai. 
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Csoth Jwly*i 5 th Auf. 1757 

Answer^ the samr day 

‘ Camp near Bautzen, SOth July 1757. 

^My dear Brother,— Your bad guidance bias greatly deranged my 
affairs. It is not the Enemy, it is your ill-judged measures that have 
done me all this mischief. My Generals are inexcusable; either for 
advising you so ill, or in permitting you to follow resolutions so unwise. 
Your ears are accustomed to listen to the talk of flatterers only. Daun 
has not flattered you ; — behold the consequences. In this sad situation, 
nothing is left for me but trying the last extx’emity. I must go and give 
battle ; and if we cannot conquer, we must all of us have ourselves killed. 

^ I do not complain of your heart ; but I do of your incapacity, of your 
want of judgment in not choosing better methods. A man w'ho* (like 
me ; mark the phrase, from such a quarter !) *^has but a few days to live 
need not dissemble. I wish you better fortune than mine has been ; and 
that all the miseries and bad adventures you have had may teach you to 
treat important things with more of care, more of sense, and more of 
resolution. The greater part of the misfortunes which I now see to be 
near comes only from you. You and your Children will be more over- 
whelmed by them than T. Be persuaded nevertheless that I have 
always loved you, and that with these sentiments I shall die. — 

Friedrich.’ ^ 

As the King went off to the Heights of Weissenberg, Zittau 
way, to encamp there against the Austrians, that same 
evening, the Prince did not answer this Letter, — except by 
asking verbally through Lieutenant -Colonel Lentulus (a mute 
Swiss figure, much about the King, who often turns-up in 
these Histories), ^for leave to return to Dresden by the first 
escort.’ — ^ Depends on himself ; — an escort is going this 
night ! ’ answered Friedrich. And the Prince went accord- 
ingly; and, by two stages, got into Dresden with his escort 
on the morrow. And had, not yet conscious of it, quitted 
the Field of War altogether; and was soon about to quit the 
world, and die, poor Prince. Died within a year, 12th June 
1758, at Granienburg, beside his Family, where he had 
latterly been.® — Winterfeld was already gone, six months 
before him ; Goltz went, not long after him ; the other Zittau 
Generals all survived this War. 

^ Ma^ iU p. 22. 
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( IIAI. v.| FHIKDHICU AT LEITMERITZ riB 

|iii> I ,Vi Aw| 

'i'hi! }»4«>r r» UH’c'» ftttp, nn nfctural, wm much pitied ; and 
iTtnlrit'h, t» lldit day, in grMwWd at hr ‘inluimiui tmitnicnt' 
and %ii nn. Into witich tpichtiou we do not enter, cxeejit to 
i«v that too hmi hin norrows; and that jn-obably 

his conclodmg; W4»rd«, * with tlieae wntinientn I hIiuH die,’ were 
jwnfiHtly liuw. Main tk Mititre went widely atn’oiid over the 
world. The jHurr Ihime'i words and proeednieK were en};crly 
candid op hy a serntinisinjj puhlie, — ami some of the former 
wen* m»t too g«io<i«l. At Dresden, he wai<l, one inonung, 
«dling 4 >n n (ienend Fim k whom we shall hear of again : 

* Fimr »ni h iUsngiwing, Ihin-skinnetl, high-pacing {uiiciHi^T, 
piipdDr} (k>m*r»i» aa Fompiet, .Sehinettau, Wintcrfeld and 
Dolt/, about you, what waa to bi done!' said Ure Prince to 
i*’inck.‘ 

His Wife, when at last h« enme to Omnienhurg, nursed 
him fmnliy ; that is one eomforlah!® fact. Prince Henri, to 
the last, hat! privately a grialge of pecnliar intensity, on this 
icon*, against ait the j>cccant parties, King not excepted. As 
iiideett he was apt to have, on various 8coa>8, the jealous, too 
vchentent tittle man. 

Prietlticlds tnnmmr at this time I can gticss to have been 
welt nigli tli*s|a*rale. He talks once of *a liorsc, on too much 
provimntioti, getting the hit between its toetli ; regai‘dle.s8 
t!n*ncefortli of ciiwms and precipiec* ; * * — though he himself 
Mi ver rari ici it to that Icngtii ; and always tias a watcliful 
me, when at Ids swiftest ! From Weiiwicnlwrg, that night, he 
drives in tlm Pandours on Kittau and the KekartsiiergM but 
file Austrians ilon’t come out. And, for 110*66 weeks, in this 
lii-rce necessity of Iwing sjajcily, he cannot get one right stroke 
at the Austrians 5 who sit inexpugnable ujion their EckarPa 
Hdl, bristling with cannon i and <»n In no way tie manoeuvred 
down, or fon*!*! or enticed into Battle. A Imffling, bitterly 
impatient three weeks;— two of them, the worst two, he 
tjiends at Weiwamberg itself, chasing Fmidouis, aud scuffling 

» l*ieB'is, a. ?# a.» «» HM- to, 78. , , w . 

» toiitr l« Wtthsimtss, • IJoty, 9Sd Jaly* <dt»d shot#). 



«>lfi SKVKN^VKAUS WAH \,m 

{■fm% J,*'r «ftf 

mi tllr mtrfM'v, fill Kritli mill ll»' %Ugn.nm lr%m rtmw ti|l;- 
fUil tii.ri* llirli* '^■lirll itiff liUDf* |{tt 

tliiiiiiiuriililr ? 

imtmd Kritli miii thr w nimr* lir »tiirt» 

fur |!i‘rii%tmll ; fift.lliHI rli*.ii^» nfl^-r Itu^ jiiiulifni: iiiwi » 
rri|H%iiil» I NIU rr, * lli'rn^Lultrl * |ll4'iii%l#il! ufl llw? 

*mUi Aiigy^l lT*iT/ wiiili 14% lliii iUMHiiil; iiiiiili 
hIhi i» Iml Ilf jii\*liiiiiiinr)‘ tmUir« , 

* 4iif|ii«f 3^i^jriif lf»fl . ituf t««frl>wi lullirf, «uir|i M 

til# fUiri^v''^ iiiiifl l«»f % IwfiSiiiflil 

|fiiu-%in|| ll»ry «»rrft i wi* iIip %l*wf till m| Itlil# 

tiuHlutin l«i lttu^|*lr*i-iill ill »i*y * imHPiml Hr* It, 

niirii lUU t»l l|jr li#'*! Im tiA44.if i|ii4 

I'iflr rti lur litfS Irtu iii|| in-rry . aii 4 Ifiifly «if lii« l‘ii»n|»iifii 

frt|i|j*sir. tl»u i« rlm*Us|| liilll llllt» f «|ief# ilify 

iniri»lur4 'lirNruil \ il tiiiiurr , ^iiil tlii m •III! Wlirr tlruli# of 

ti«i*niirw . m'Mifrplf jriin iifi li iilMl ffi wi ; 

hit »ll hit* li»4»l lll#litii*, imilli* 

Ht wul, ««Jiiil mm mi nil* ii iwr'#*! k»t, itt 

whirh wrfii fiiniiil |>ri«*4lpii f lu rMiwiiilrtic#* «f ii 

liilll iiiiii«i'!rr# wtuiii fill# Ilf# fi r»if*r* ntmf t® lliiii.li' mi* r—if 

Fi *’»> 'ifhi or w#| coolii lull# iiiMiii iitti-ivu m ihtini In il*i« ff«i »f 

l*tiri«i« ! * 

Nfxt (Itiy. Atipiil Kith, Friwlrirh llw buttalbrMf 

t« (Jinlili! ! '-I’niHT KnrI |h« r»ll* it thtun) tlill c«in|»Hig «o 
Ihw Kt'knrfsitrry; ; ' '•mul hinm-lf, ♦ p.m,, willi llie iniiiw 

Army, iiji tu thtifus Au»lri«»Mi on llicir Hill, lo wn If 

tlipy wiHiiil light,* No, lli»y w«mhi»i*t ; tlwy m«r«ly hii*tW 
tlieuiM'U'tjn rotiiHl *o an l« f««« him; fa*’® him, «ihI *•*»!« 
jjiuik him with miiNim lwittprieii if he came too wear. Sleep 
ground, * piwipitou* front of rorka," in noino jiUifw. * A 
hollow before their front} Village of Wiltgenaii Ilwre, ami 
three roadii through it, on# of them with width for * ; 

Dttim witting inaceemlhle, in ahort. Nest il*y, IVtnlnfrhl, 
with a (letaehdi Divhion, crt»»tl the NViwe, tried Nadwati i 
'AtUek NadMih on hit woody knoll at ilirudifi’ld ) under t 
Mitdm-GmMtkti, (*. 396'-$9e. * <Xtmm th MMMr, It, ip. 


*417 


ruAl-. V,} l UIKIHiH H AT LEmiEiUTZ 

plt» Jwly «'j fi iA«g. i. 4 

U»*v hii'i' Id ri^' niiii unve him! i» vnin» thnt too; 
tSu'v h't Niui.f.11 tiikf bio dttii link : fur four du}* (lUUi yOth 
Auj’it-t) ruiUliut}' Mjit tixil, ill viiia, 

Nd Ibtttlr to hi* hull U HU then’ AiiHtriHHs. And it would 
hnvi' hi i‘» it» iiifiuiti'lv hi u.s : ilfii'liH An>i>' luid 

Stutlii’H*')* I'liiiilt Hit* iHiw ill ihi* lutuu! jiri'i'iiu'i'i of l'<lfurt 
(Aufjo-t *4*»lh, NHihiM' tiiiik nUfUtiT Uu'H*|; Hovid Ilijjlmi'HH 
of fumhtiluuil i* »l!i}.!p*iiii^ hiok ialo llu* Sni ; UUliilii'US 
hVi'iirh {not inMi.inii miv luori*, IhihluV-i hi-iiij; 
w!nl in thit ultoUK*" 'dining. il i** IhiMijjlil, towunls 

Mngih'hucg, hnd !hi*_\ out i* dutn* wiUi Itovu! I liglini'**!* i Sw«k*8 
art. golfing hoKl of I’omimiH ; Itii’Hiiuiui, in Imgi* force, 
of I'roiiiiwn : ln»w ^•mn(’ul1l^hl^.* !o hnvt* luid our Au'trittns 
fiaidii-d iH-fon* going u|ion Uw i.Uti*i** ! Fur four dnys more 
(Augufit glHh y Mil), I'ln'ilriih nrrii»g«-» hi* Army for witlch- 
iiig llw Auitriiiui*, iinii gumding Hilonin ;™**ihwnuiiui Winter- 
ffid to tiAe fimtnmnd in hi" »dwnw nml, Augitu!. 
ti«* to niiMih, wilh b minill thvisiim, wliiih, nl DivmIi'Ii, he 
will jiuTf«>*i* hy Minil/,*«, now inidlrHi i« Ihe I'iriia ( ouutry ; 
towiink Tluiiingmt ; to look inhi Souhiie mitl the UeUlis 
Armv, iM R thing thnt nh«o!uU'ly emntul wiiit. Arii'en iu 
l)n*«U*ii Momlity Augn-t M!Hh; mid ~ttr let the «W Ncw«- 
{«ij»er rejBirl it, with the feRture* of life! 

• lirr,4m. mh !7S7. 11.1* 

« mti "f ill" Army (mn Urn I j.iwr UmiU, *rrtvinl iit the 
hew. Tlmii«li the hili heii )i»*l Ueii »(iiwilnfei! lu iw wt tig at "'hi't 
«U ne lS.rn. (fw MVeer,.). hi- Meje.ty i*ieR*e.i t« «l.«ht in 
Kii«i!s«>.rlirk Htreet. nl fhe new »<•«•« of Ifriihl * I h«intwrl«m, «•«'«[, 
anil there (wMeil tlie iilutit Tue.il«y eveniiiR .'«Hh, h"* t‘« 

liiiilt, «ilh hi- Ufeiomra- i»f Hor-e -ml f ‘‘'7*’ ^ al ll 

d'Ariiws itnrl other Ilttimlion-, m«rrlied ihriitiiith the ( ily. Rhnnt » »«» 
out nil the I'reiheru rriml, end twik ijuerter hi K e n **” . 

{»Ut.BU the Army f..llo«e.i;»-R lH«r M-'f* ‘'-'.fitlw 

all i the King*- flehheii«ijMige, which hwl horn t*hea from the Briihl 

IWere wid jwi-hed In twelve w agon-, went with them, _ 

' i o ... — 

i, 


«lft «EVEN.YKA»Si WAlt («<wiK x\U!, 

tj»hS«(» </« 

CIIAETEit VI 

DEA’lil Ol- WIN i r un l.t» 

Hkiork. pmng ttjmn llii* r*»r!t»m itmnh «f IVitn1rii h*'i, 
of tin* ftirloriK'st ii w>» of Aiiniii p*it Imtl, wr hjii ;ik 

of a thhij* wliidt iM-fi-ll to mirwunl, Hu* iiiiirt h wiit uiil)' 

Imlf-doiH!, and whidi gn’iilly it luiil all that fol- 

lowwi. It w»i* the JH’veitth «i»y of IViwiriih't innnh, not 
above eighty iiiih*)* of it yet done, when Wuiti ih-ld jieii-lt«l 
in tight. iN«> Winlerfelil now to twTiipy the Aii'frwiu in !d» 
al)Neiit'e; to stain! 1 h'Iw*h*ii Niiesiii ntnl them, nr a^inl him 
farther in liis Io»f*mme struggle wgniie'l t!»e world. ia*t m* 
«{M'nd a moment on the exit of that brave man ; Ueriivtadt, 
Gorlitss (’imntrv, SejdemlaT 7th, 1757, 

Ulie Severn Army, strong, is still there in it* 

place in the Ijuisitr., near Ctorlit*; I’riiiee Karl lies ijniet in 
hi» near Eittau, ever since he Inmit that 'riiwn, niul slmal 
four days in arms uimttaekahlc by Frietbirh with prosjHH t of 
wlvanlage. The Ctourt of Vienna rannol romjinbend thi* 
state of inactivity : ‘Two to one, aiul a mere Iteveiii against 
you, the King far away in Saxony ojain hit de»jH-inle Ants* 
French mission there: why not go-in «ja*n this ikaern ? 
The h’nmeh, whom we are by every eoorier |ia»sionate!y 
imjKirliining to swrs'p Baxony clear, what will they say of 
this strange mmle of sweeping Silesia clear f ' Maria *nn re«a 
and her Kriegs-Hofralh ar« mueh exercisetl with these 
thoughts, ami with French and other miionstrnnwa that 
come. Maria '’I'hereiia and her Kriegs-IIofralh at length 
despatch their miprcme Kntinitx, Graf Kauiiitii in prton, 
to stir-up I’rineo Karl, am! look Into the matter with hi* 
own wise eyes and great heart. Prince Karl, by way of treat 
to this high gentleman, deleraiiim on doing •oniething 
itriking npn Bevem. 

Bevcm lie* 'trith hi* main body about Csbrlitsr, in atwi to 
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wcjilwaiti of Gorliti* a pleawint Town m tlit left btak of tha 

Ntinse (n-iuiiTs know ihnti are four Ncisse*, and which of 
them this Is), with tine lullv country all round, bulky solitary 
IIei|d»ts and Motmtiuns rising out of fruitful plains, — two 
Hochkinhs Khks), for exanijde, are in this region, one 

of which svill hecotne extremely notahb next year -Bevenj 
has a stismg camp hsuting on the due Heights hert‘, with 
(Jiirlitz in its lap; ajul lanuntl tJiirUtz, on the right bank of 
the Neisse, u!iii«s! to httn by a Bri«ige, he lias placed Winter 
feld with who lies with his hiiek to (h’irlit/, projier 

Imxiks ami fencihle places flanking him, has a Dorf {Thorp) 
called Moys in hilt lap ; ami, some short furlong lieyond Moys, 
a of his gnmndiers planted on the top of a Hill called 

the Moysherg, cnlksl also the Holrlierg ( and Jilkels- 
lierg, of which the reader is to take notice. Fine outpost, 
with projier biitleries atop, with hussar wjuadrons and hussar 
pickets spriuklni about ; which eonmmmls a far outlook to- 
wards Silesia, and in nmrrldng thither, or in continuing here,* 
is useful to have iu hand, — were it not a little loo distant 
fmiH the main laxly. It is this .liikelsherg, cupahle of laiing 
snatched if one is stiilden enough, that Frinw Karl deckles 
on ; * it may t» goiai for much or for lllllc to Prince Karl ; 
and, if even for notliing, it will lie a hriliiant affront upon 
Winterfeld and Heveni, and more or less charming to Kaimitx. 

Winterfehl, the ardent enterprising man, King's other self, 
is tliought to Im> the mainspring of affairs here (sumll thanks 
to him privately from Ikweni, nild some) : and is stationwl in 
the extreme van, as we see ; Winterfeld is cngage<l in many 
things la'sides tiie care of this {Ksit i wid imleed where a 
critical thing is to lie idone, we can imagine Winterfeld goes 
UfK»n it. ♦ We must try to stay her® till the King has 
finishwl in Fasony!' says Winterfeld always. To which 
Bevem wplies, * Excellent, truly i but how Bevern has hit 
provemkr at Drestlen, sadly far off t has to hold Bautzen 
garrisoned, and gets much trouble with his ooavoy*. Better 
* See rkn, p. 113. 


-iM SEVKN YEARS W AH HISKS (i.uuK \uit. 

U<h IJ5T 

in SihwB, with m»r mngB/inws «t hmni, Ihnmti, luit 

iiuntiful of other fonHuUTiilioU'*. 

'ruowiiiy Si'ptfinbsT btli, rriofe K«ii N'mlaiti to 

tlu* ri^jht hunk (tf tin* Uiver, forw»mi tii«»n .Moy!4, tu do the 
Jitki'lslnTg liofim' dity tomorrnw »*uly unor M.lh’d 
on it; NiuhtHlt hiw with hiiti l.'i.tUft), «onii' rtmiit of 

all aniiN, artillery in plenty ; turely (odrieient ft»r the .fukels 
Iverg; nnd Ihinn imHiuhiw, with the iimin h»»*t), on the other 
side of the Itivir, to Iw within tviuh, should Moyi lend to 
more Heriotw eonstsjiiemiw. Nndfwti dUipoillv toftrehen nil duy ; 
poHlnhini'elf id night within few mile* of ithn* ; get* hiseimnon 
to the jirojKT lldii* {thdhiWM tldi am! othiT»h hi* (*n>id» to 
the projierWinMU ; iiiwl twfore dnylighl on the inorrtiw, mean* 
to begin upon the Xlov* I till ttinl it* ‘i.ttdO grenmlier*. 

WiHbiewltiv ntorning, ill tbo wl binir, N‘««lii*ti, with nrttUery 
hnititiiig Old iind ipiivering bidlk'-line*, i* at work ammlingty ; 
hurkojp I, Odd Croidii for one item, and regnlnr* to the 
^ftmoHut of * forty eom|w«ie* in thn*i3 line*,' 'flie gmmdicm, 
somewhat iwtonishwl, for the morning wo* mi-<ly niul their 
huHmir-poatH hiul como luuitily in, »tiKMl it|Hm their gtinnl, like 
rrundan men; hurlwl Imek the I.OtHJ ('rmt* f<wt eiuingh i 
Rtuhhoriily n'lnilml the regular# too, and lomhb'il them tlown 
hill with hutlet-#torm fur aitMiiijianiiiient ; gallantly foiling 
thi* first atleinpl of Nadiwti'a Of course Nailauti will make 
another, will make ever other* : mpturo of the JukeWwrg can 
Imnily be doubtful to Nwlaatl. 

Winterfeld was not at Moya, he wa* at (bdlit!!!. ju*t got in 
from escorting an imjxmtant meal-tsonvoy hither out «»f Ibiutzen ; 
and was In conferem*® with Hei'cm, when rumour of them? Cremt 
attacks came in at the gallop from Moya 'tVintrrfeld itmtit 
little of the rumour# : he hat! heard of some attack Intcnileil, 
out it was to have laxm overnight, and has not tieen. * Mtnw 
foraging of Croat mhblo, like yesterilay ! ' saitl Winterfeld, and 
continued his present businewi. In few minutes tin* sound of 
heavy cannonading convinced him. * lldba, there are my 
guests,' said he ; * we mtut see if we eannot entertida them 
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right 1 ’ sprang to horseback, ordered on, doubJe-quick, the 
three regiments nearest him, and was off at the gallop, — too 
late ; or, alas, too early we might rather say ! Arriving at 
the gallop, Winterfeld found his grenadiers and their in- 
sufficient reinforcements rolling back, the Hill lost ; Winter- 
feld ‘ sprang to a fresh horse,’ shot his lightning glances and 
energies to this hand and that ; stormfully rallied the matter, 
recovered the Hill ; and stormfully defended it, for, I 
should guess, an hour or more; and might still have done 
one knows not what, had not a bullet struck him through the 
breast, and suddenly ended all his doings in this world. 

Three other reasons the Prussians give for loss of their 
Hill, which are of no consequence to them or to us in com- 
parison. First, that Bevern, on message after message, sent 
no reinforcement ; that W^interfeld was left to his own 1 0,000, 
and what he and they could make of it. Bevern is jealous of 
Winterfeld, hint they, and willing to see his impetuous 
audacity checked. Perhaps only cautious of getting into a 
general action for what was intrinsically nothing ? Second, 
that two regiments of Infantry, whom Winterfeld detached 
double-quick to seize a couple of villages (Leopoldshajm, 
Hermsdorf) on his right, and therefrom fusillade Nadasti on 
flank, found the villages already occupied by thousands of 
Croats, with regular foot and cannon-batteries, and could in 
no wise seize them. This was a great reverse of advantage. 
Third, that an Aide-de-Camp made a small misnomer, mis- 
report of one word, which was terribly important : ‘ Bring me 
hither Regiment ManteufFel ! ’ Winterfeld had ordered. 
The Aide-de-Camp reported it ‘ Grenadiers Manteuffel ’ : upon 
which, the grenadiers, who were posted in a walled garden, an 
important point to Winterfeld’s right, came instantly to 
order; and Austrians instantly rushed-in to the vacant post, 
and galled Winterfeld’s other flank by their fire.^ 

Enough, Winterfeld lay bleeding to death, the Hill was 

» Abundant Aeeounte in Seyfarth. ii. ida-iSj ; 

Jv. 615 - 633 ; Re«ow, i. 2 l 6 -asi. 



2n SEVEN-YEAIIS WAll Ui>i:.S |it(,MiK xvtii. 

irih nil 

lost# FniwifiM dmwiiip^ofT tltwlir mul Mlitiiit 

two in till’ nfttTiiiMMi s lHHiii whirh tin- Avmtriimi nl-*> Un v» dj}', 
k’liviiig only ft snmli jMirty nn tliw HtSl. “k** quitti’d 

it iiuirniiig. N't’sl miiniing, U limi 

liicil. Tlu’ Hill wtt», fXU’jtt ii» InmiHln, hihI I»v wny of 
roinforl to Kiiiiitit/-, nolliiiig for tla* An-tridii'* ; Imt tho liralh of 
Winii’rfiltlil, wliirh liml lumt' In* chftim in thno in tin’ luisincss 
WHS probnlily « grriit thing IMtor Ui oi two jittriiwl Imttk’H 
gftinctl : who nhiil! nay ? He wft* » iihiiiiiig tignri , thi* Wintrr- 
feld ; dangt'TOU* to the AinlriiHoi, ’I Ih- i«o»t shining iiginti in 
the PnwHiftii Amiy, m^jit it* tliii'f ; ftoil hml gi»’«t thoiighti 
ill his heiu.!. Prussia i» not skilful to celrliruti! her llrriM,**,— 
the Pnissian Mine of Ilnturv, choknl with dry iiiilitnry 
pi{>ccl«y, or with husk) coliwfhla'ry wfiil mndi’mie janlAiilry, 
how can sho?-— hut if Pru*«ii» enn jirwlm'® hir»iim worth 
oelchriiting, thnl is the one imitortiint point. Ajwrt from 
•oldicrship, and the ontwaiil fenlim-# whirli nre widely dif- 
ferent, there i» trniffthle in Winterfeld sonie kinship in soul 
to English Chslhnni hi* contenijKjrary ; though he hii* not 
had the fame of Chatliaiii. 

Winterfeld was by no irnmns univernally likwl ; as what 
brave man is or can be? Too wisceptible to flulteryj too 
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CHAP, vii.] FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN 

aist Aug..x5th Sept. 1757] 

moments, he exclaimed : “1 end my life, the last period of which has 
cost me so much sorrow; but Winterfeld is he who shortened my 
days . —Very bitter Opposition humours circulating, in their fashion 
thei*e as elsewhere in this world ! ^ 


Bevern, the millstone of Winterfeld being off his neck, has 
l)ecome a more responsible, though he feels himself a much- 
delivered man. Had not liked Winterfeld, they say ; or had 
even hated him, since those bad Zittau times. Can now, at 
any late, make for Schlesien and the meal magazines, when he 
sees good. He will find meal readier there; may he find 
other things corresponding ! Nobody now to keep him pain- 
fully manoeuvring in these parts ; with the King^s Army 
nearer to him, but meal not. 

On the third day after (September 10th), Bevern, having 
finished packing, took the road for Schlesien ; Daun and Karl 
attending him ; nothing left of Daun and Karl in those Saxon 
Countries, — except, at Stolpen, out Dresden- wards, some 
Reserve-post or Rear-guard of 15,000, should we chance to 
hear of that again. And from the end of September onwards, 
Bevern'’s star, once somewhat bright at Reichenberg, shot 
rapidly downwards, under the horizon altogether; and there 
came, post after post, such news out of Schlesien, — ^to say 
nothing of that Stolpen Party, — as Friedrich had never heard 
before. 


CHAPTER VII 

FRIEBBICH IN THURINGEN, HIS WORLD OF ENEIIIES 

ALL COME 

The Soubise-Hildburghausen people had got rendezvoused 
at Erfurt about August 25th; 50,000 by account, and no 
enemy within 200 miles of them ; and in the Versailles circles 
it had been expected they would proceed to the ^ Deliverance 
of Saxony ’ straightway. What is to hinder? — ^Friedrich, 
haggling with the Austrians at Bernstadt, could muster but a 
1 citiug Reteow. 



«e4 SKVf.N YKAHS WAH HIHhS Ishh,k 

rMK>r 2 ^'***<'. ^‘*’ l»»ai»U l.»l««t In 

’> »'■ >* 

1 ,U,. IM. il.r’.. .\«»in . •■.'‘ I »"i‘* 

« U.nill lli,;1-n--. of t «Im. umlr. no 




Kmr, !>V, i. In h!.'!'. iiito U..- M .,, »u!..ii..*i.!» |.!..n.!rtu.«. 

mxd wui.‘. in r...,h?n.-n H ni.nrr »l«-if On- H* t'r, 

I,, llir \l .Mnn.n iinU-s M Xo f uilnr !h«l Uu !.. l i.-ii, 

‘(W|«i.n.r ..f **'”‘^*> 

Mh}{<U UMrfJ. »wJ »*» » »•”“* K’"**" 

• IX'tiMTiinrti tif Hrt<i«iii> ‘ r«n>j'!rlP ? 

IV »**■ tnnml .ml i.TOttlv i»lhrr«i»«r, »«nl to 

U» wui diM}*}"*'^**”****^ V»-»-kn.i!U'». 'Hw t .t»»<)>irn>r of 

Minima i» j.iulMl.iv »««tr l!.al ll..^ r..i..H»rnnK nf M.%|4tte- 
Iwm, ngaiml «nr «!.<•»*• j.litf-,,.,. »».. not r..llr.., «...! wHo 

tlmn HHt ' li.' ill l.»» lm«/ “• l-^'f «»«<**“•»>*'' '>">• 

t I vm il.tn r, nt mall, n And U.. ,.ni«l. Uuth u. 1,^1 

4e UiiVHini I.rirr tiirim! hi. ll.miuht. ui«m 3i!«){.lcl.t.r}( itt till, 
lH,r UIH.U «n,v jK.inl nf i*ar llial l.«l .lilUnUtirs hul *«»U-ly 
li|«m mlUTtinK jilnmhr f«>r hutvwtf in th.*.* I.Miiitriri.. €>tia 
of the «ui*l uwKiiifn^nt in»r«n.h r* i»n m-«inl ; in nn d*«*»f««.‘r, 
he, of iK’i.miinjj Hiiiiiilory nn.! « j.*ii.h»hiin, lA* th»- I ,«»O0 
thftt Rlmntv »«]««. ly l.i n«r of turn i Aim I lie 

did mwiw* in tin* t«»»j«iKn. *»• ti** I»*t of 

militnry mi in**, mi «* to jwy ofr nl I'ari* • of 

dcliU ; mini to i»*ild for hiin»»lf • i«-.».itifMl CUntrn 
therr, which the TOwckhig |M»|Hihili««i mllnl « H<»*t«»ver 

ti, A#*, .F if utill ulirkifli# it* 
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Erfurt. * He may expect to find, — counting Richelieu, if 
Royal Highness of Cumberland persist in acting zero as 

hitherto, a confused mass of about 150,000 Enemies, of one 

sort and other, waiting him ahead ; not to think of those 
he has just left behind and he cannot well he in a trium- 
phant humour ! Behind, before, around, it is one gathering 
of Enemies : one point only certain, that he must h^t them, 
or else die. Readers would fain follow him in this forlorn 
march ; him, the one point of interest now in it ; and readers 
shall, if we can manage, though it is extremely difficult. For, 
on getting to Erfurt, he finds his Soubise-Hildburghausen 
Army off on retreat among the inaccessible Hills still farther 
westward ; and has to linger painfully there, and to detach, 
and even to march personally against other Enemies ; and 
tiien, these finished, to march back towards his Erfurt ones, 
who are taking heart in the interim: — and, m short, from 
September 1st to November 5th, there are two months of 
confused manoeuvring and marching to and fro in that W est- 
Saxon region, which are very intricate to readei-s. November 
6th is a day unforgettable : but anterior to that, what can we 
do ? Here, dated, are the Three grand Epochs of the thmg ; 
which readers had better fix in mind as a preliminary . 

1°. September \%ih, Friedrich has got to Erfurt neighbour- 
hood ; but Soubise and Company are off westward to the Hills 
of Eisenach, won’t come down; Friedrich obli^ to linger 
thereabouts, painfully waiting almost a month, till _ 

2”. October llfA, hearing that ‘15,000 Austrians (that 
Stolpen Party, left as rearguard at Stolpen ; (>oats mainly, 
under a General Haddick) are on march for Berlin, he rises in 
haste thitherward, through Leipzig, Torgau, s^ 100 miles; 
hears that Haddick has been in Berlin (16^-1 7th October) 
for one day, and that he is off again full speed, with a ransom 
of 30,000/., which they have had to pay him : upon whic 
Friedrich calls halt in the Torgau country and would have 

been uncertain what to do, h^ not _ 

8*. Soubise and Company, extremely dated with this 
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SEVEN-YKAWS WAH UIhKH wiii, 

||s*l I Ifff 

ll.i.iaia r.nU v«»niP «Ml fr«m H !’<■>. !» a,!»rr 

Sn^.mv u-t. r all Si. lh«I rfi.-.io.h 1. n inrn Uu k 0 t, iu!.. r 

•illth Ixij.-I,* a-u!. , l..-. it.K. t.» (mi tu.*.u.U 

Un.ul>,uh uii.i X,nrmUr .’..'A. m 1 >m .. i l-„nui,s, «h$.h 

jiul jtrovf Mt ¥,mUMm»- »,» form. rS» ’ 

'rht'HC lilt’ llii' rrtuliiirtl iln?- * , tln"'Mr Ut tin- frwli r r<<ur t**, 
if «ml k.vj. «|.aa.ly m n.n.a . tl »ai th. .. jmlwj.t 

lu- pm-iliU"' t« iia.-tT«liUr. in « i«ai(i.«r ml.-H I.hh, 

wJiitl nlltW Ultvnt (ilM-nunwiVii IH«mt ; «»»« 
wnnamnr. ">>‘5 n(i»rmyi-«t !*.» »»•*.. tS.. i.f I .H-anaM U^r, 
will m*t \w wlnilly » jmn..kiiiK nf rniK*'"'**'*' aarki.r*,, 

lull i» «t»mc wrt » thing "‘th in *hr nf the 

IVt. 


1. i'Vmlrkh'i Manh U* i-kfurt thf^Un j.ll.l Augti.t - - 

latli S« j»lrtia*rr 1 1 *m ) 

llw iiinnh to Erfurt wm t»f t»rUc a«y», «umI wilhuwl 
wlventuif til *|w«k i>f. wmi I n**- lUltnliuu lunl tl«f 

vftiiganitif I'rmlrifh tlirre *» u»iml . «>»»» ImwU, uiia« r Ktulh 
with EmUnnnil siwl Muril*. folU'wiiig in ictrtwl 
litmighl tuwnitl* tbrir g.wil ; with ttPiMly tlr.jM»t»h i fi»r t«rl** 
(liivm—wfnlhir irftrii %rry w«?t.’ StrUUiU, with ri*»«lrv, U<«l 
goiw ithfiul, In iwurrh of oiw Turjon, « oogMy Uuiilrr mnl 
|{uiMtr luniing ihr Eivnrii, who tliri*«t«?i>ti»g Iwiijirig, 

tim’iitming tlnilp; but Torjiin onulti otT nl «*»»upI of tom, 
without trying fights •** tlwt HrUlltiJ Iwl only to h»Sl, mni 
rtijoin, honing ln'ttrr hirk niiotbcr time. 

A miwh altof^’tlier of the comoioti ly{ie,~ the •tage* of it 
not worth nmrking exeent for nftwiel rewim s— oml of nwoior- 
abb to u» offem only thi*, if even thi*: at lt*»th », to l^il'^ig 
Country, the eigiith rtage from l>ivwleii, Enwbnh wi»ti*, 
willing to try for rmw if it be jioittibJe. 

» Tempethirf. 1. *i«»i RikknlwA. I. Ji? t»« »»>**wi* tn 

{B. io eie.) » pettMil L>»i| ef tWi Maich, •aU e» wtoi »*« t»»m 

Fmtimnd't (mu^ 


CHAP. VII.] 

yth Sept. 17571 


FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN 827 
To the Marshal Due de RkMieu 


*R5tlia, 7tli September 1757. 

^ I feel M. le Due, tliat you have not been put in the post where you 
are for the purpose of Negotiating. I am persuaded, however, that the 
Nephew ofthe great Cardinal Richelieu is made for signing treaties no 
less than for gaining battles. I address myself to you from an effect of 
Ihe esteem with which you inspire even those who do not intimately 

^"^^’Tis” a small matter. Monsieur (il s’agit define bagatelle ) : only to 
make Peace, if people are pleased to wish it ! I know not what your 
instructions are! but, in the supposition that the King your Master, 
now assured by your successes, will have put it in your power to labour 
“nThrpacVficatiL of Germany, I address to you the Sieur d’Elcheset 
(Sieur Balbi is the real name of him, an Italian Engineer of 
once served with you in the Fontenoy times,-and some say he h^ 
privately a 15,0001. for your Grace’s acceptance,— ‘the Sieur d Elchese ), 
in whom you may place complete confidence. 

‘ThouJh the events of this Year afford no hope that your Court stdl 
entertoins a favourable disposition for my interests, I cannot persuade 
SsTthat a union which has lasted between us for sixteen years mj 
nol have left some trace in the mind. Perhaps 1 judge others by myself. 
But, Lwever that may be, I, in short prefer putting my in erestt into 
the King your Master’s hands rather than into any othei s. If y 
nS Monslur, any Instructions as to the Proposal hereby made, 1 beg 
of you to ask such, and to inform me what the tenor of them is. 

r^He who has merited statues at Genoa’ (tea years ^ 
Austtiries, when Genoa hurs1>up in revolt, and the French and 

grateful to yon than. Monsieur le Duc,-Your faithful F . ^ 

Richelieu, it appears hj any evidence there is, went will- 

1 Given in Hodenbeei, u 313 (doubtless from MMres & 

G tve the one fountain-head in regard to this small afeu). for ue 
3’oter Loured particulars. Retaow. i. t 97 ; Preu., 11. 84 i 

CBuvrfs di ^4l* 
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itiglv into this schnne; mui ii*- n..i . 

witli H j>crfiii|tiory fur rv^uU. ,Nulhtn>; vmuti 

Hiclielii'U Uh'ii-; iiur of *«# .*/■ tl' .l/u c ' (i 

ever vvidt ; «ur »f nny titlu-r on thnl ermuil. .NVr»ii.ui 

niii.lv for I’rntT nl Vewnlli-H {mni « more «.f u«ir ‘ -*n 

of Ifr.iKH)/.; wliU-h oiu* hojHn i« fi»inil»no< in thr joi -. nt 

Hc, wily of nmiu-y) :—)»>»• *h.»ul.l wo j«rli«i.H !..uv .... t.u.. 
the thing ul n!l‘, *wi.t for llitf of Will., hnn..., wh.»o 
fond Hfhcme it in in thU fxln-.nity uf fidt* ; Mh.-.m- «Un h -ho 

trbsi in nthw dimiiniP# ii» w «tiall w; Iwr Ilrpn«t«r 

willing loo, hnt j.nil.«hlv with mm-h htw hop. If » i! 
U‘lU>r and a hrilw of Money will ib it» U»e*e nml not b- 


ft *11 

Tim lit KidJta in t!w «lay iiti Mi»y« iliH. 

is niiHdiiig !iis liriitli. wt I'Vguiit in lUn nnglilMiiir^ 

hood, Seiillil/** whii riiiild m»t fiilldii willi lyr|4tH lii» 
the Hum ut liiiiiitiii II tiefuilifid uliijn llir flril runny 
have setui nii this tmireli \ tini tlit tnil I .iniiliiti 

and Huw«irs visildy aliiinti list tn»t Itw^e Hiailiim#* Itrirli'i 
people dorniaiiti iw woiilil '^m* * H Elrhr^t, Ikllii* tir 
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of : to whom U‘Katn'M on tlio hii^taut 

lolt.!) .ij. hi* Army ; c'tiitiont with h.ynlty, for a fttw t!ay« moro, 

»lt \hiufi* 1i» tho nt*w ( (iintimmU'r; tioflinOH to l(o himHoU'Mofitmd; 

Ruii lottdy wiituiiawa to tlio Hothi* of Aiu'lion ** tor hU hoaith. 

' Itojttl of (’oiiiliot'Uuii i>i, Uy th!a timo, «fll-ou Klho-w»rd, 

Jtrtnoi vtiMil. 'l iU Aii)ju»t !»!, for ono wnok, Iloyal HinlmoHH of I’umbor- 
l»oil Uf ut Mholoit, comi' tloi ty odd milo* from llaslonliork *, doiiloring 
Il,»t ..lu’l (oi«!uUo ; Imt HnioTHOiotiihio to ataml, ttiol try Bmon.lmoul of it : 
Aoh'osl I«l. tho I'd'oiii'li mivRiit'mtJ «u him agiiiit, h« iiiovoil otf northward, 
ara »mA. Hy Nmnhiutt. Vi-rdmi, H.iloiihurn;, Zfvon, Itrmm'uvi.rdo, MUido ; 

anivi'd »t Ma.Io, on tim toUl \\ utor* of Iho Kilos Anf!io.t f.th ; mid hy 
„o, «»«»iiy did Imlt thoro. Front Mholwt onwiirdti, Uirhidiim. not IVKatrdra, 
hao had tlm rha«lii(j of Hojal Uijtitiiot* : oiio of tho »im!il«‘»t tumdionH; 
«nl) that tho rmintry U urtliiiK muddy, dinUmll for uriillory owriJiKo 
{think# III. hohou), with »» Army *«> dilnjiidaUnl, Iimijtry, aliort (it ji»y ; 
and that Uoyal UiKlmow, » very fitriona |H'r»ciH to wir former ktiowltolKB, 
mi«lit linn «» !<>»» « hoa' al hay, emlaiiKi'iiiitf everythitiR : »«« tmaliy. 

that w.e# deaira ht md f«r halile, hut fur a fair ehawee of pluitder to pay 

fitIP « ti»li|i»i « # , * , .4^ 


ha* Iweti applyinir at the Uani#h f'liurt; Hi.heiiMi too wml* off as 
ainiUraUiiH thither: “ Mediate hetween u#, aparu (iM'le## hlooddiod . 

. VVhereuiH.ti l»ani»h Miye.ty (lir.lmmie’a #oii in law) rheei fully under- 
take* it; hid# one l.yitar he.tlr him.idf upon it. { <mnl Lyimr, an 
(^leemrd ttfliclal of hi*. «h« lire* in llto«e iiriKlihnurhood* ; Uaniah 
Vkeroy tii tHdenhur|t,~murh rmirernert with the .S ripltire#, the Harred 
Un«.4«- .t.d other aeraphle *tudiea,~ and a ehanfird man ein. e we imw 

him lawi in Ure t’eter.lmrg rexion*. wak.i.K ‘‘ff f 

atfo ‘ I.riiar. fwllnx the aal* of the world laid on hi* »ltouWer hi 

on it with an alarrity and a deapl. h heyond jiralMi. Kun* to the I)i ke 
C umherland at Hmhl theme to H.eheUeu at Awn; ^ 

imke. hm-k to Zeve.i : " Won t you J and wen t y««? and lu four ah rt 
day. ha* the om« world famed '* t:anvenli.m of hloater-Aeveu itanding 
on^t»rrhmeiil,- »lKn«d, ready for ratifying! ! * Royal lUKlmoMa Atmy 
in L home to their ewintrle* again" (route#, methoda, lime# : when. 
Li, and what neat, all M uneelUed)./* and 
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‘ li«w I.ynw hwl .«rh «t .!.(«. ..!«» U- . 

Ilf, **Tlst^ itiwi it wti» imimml. 1*^- . «l mhuh Hip 

wU<»l« worUi *>«'«»• >•’“'• “ '"*• " «'•■'•»•”>«“•" “’•'•■'f'’* '**’< 

cii)«i»' 1 b «f ihih mUhI ; tt »»•»««» ••> * -"'**• '•> 

tliB French ( (lurt lir.i, il *»• ""r «“ • ’*■"*»* """ 

mmwvtiUU of H b, ll.»l H »•*. n u.i«) F«uUiy ; Fut t!.»i 

fmiiitftFm'trtiUofin'jB'rtaWB; I'^wly : , 

•TImt fl» the aih ef «UU.Uef H«ye) 

»ud hk wrwketl Army h«»tf <.jt - **.kM t.f }.|... kr.! 

crttiiw In errived et l.i . , I.p«i4 ll.»* 

iwteriwl Maje.ty my, Uml eveiiintf, " llpf* b f>y •*■«• >•« '“‘•‘•'•I 

me.wttl lUetcriml lilwein" - *i.<l tWre»j».ii 1*'-S I... 







mn SEVEN. YKAKS WAli ItlSKH (ihm.k xuu. 

«ii>. o.« mt 

wny, nhmiW oni* hwn «it#r hufwr* tU» wOtiftr «nt mil ' M>u )» jwHwymtt 
w«l «» IW }«rt ,.r Krf«rt : T.U »t U.«, »*-«•>« * r » h 

bfinx ftll I>rt. Ki'l'iirt ili.nK U» «iilM fljwn ; »ml th** "«“» > <’“•’« ‘'“'I 
wit)( li.ii' ►Swti': Pru».i«» 

PriiH't* Itwiri him j fm*Uy wUh4r»«ii 

with ««i llw hmilil (•isyiltjt ‘ i{rrn«.l..’r m.nh. ! 

thiiultl hinw, «r mimclhiitjt ri|ti»lly * Hin rr«l i>l ih.» v 

»iul, i« Mwcmtim, tlm Army iilt..|(rtlwr, Imd UWn t nmj. Jw.h 

log dtiwn tm the Ntirthcrn over el Ilgeruhal'en, • allege iti the 
noighliourhwoti, ektul twe mllr* fllf.** 


'ITtat is the first sight Frietirirh ha* «f * /-« ihtuphiw,' 
as the Vemtilles jwiple rail tht« JWhma. wmr tii '.U-li^rr 
Saxony'; ami she i* eonsuirralily coyer than hail Wn *%■ 

pecteti. Many wwi days, am! ardent * aid v..w» of |•‘r^l■thi«h. 

k'fire he cotiKJ see the shirt of her again ' IVnm llgerl*- 
hofen, nortJj'WWitwanl to Dittclsthiit, <tani»t*»ilt, amt other 
poor sjKH'ks of village* in Gotha 'lerritory, i» ten or hftiTO 
miles; from DittehtiUlt caulwawl to lhitt*ta4t amt Ilutlel- 
stiitit, in Weimar Country, may be t*»cnty4iv« : in ltd* area, 
Fricitrieh, shifting alxait, chiefly for convenirnee of unarter*, 
—• tiemlqimrter Kitmhieben for a while, Hultrhlmlt finally 
and longest,— l«d to wander impatiently to ami fro for four 
weeks and more; no work procuralile, or none worth mention- 
iiig : — in the Inimonr of a man wIh»*c House is on fiiu, flaming 
out of every window, front ami rear; who hwi nin t»j» with 
quenching appamtu* ; ami cannot, Wing spell -tmnml. get the 
least hueket of it applietl. Am! is by nature the rapidest 
soul now alive. Figure his litiMilioa Uiere, aa it grmloally 
becomes manifest to bhn !— 

For the present, lianphineM Bellona, hurrying to the liilit, 
has left some tagrag of remnant In Gotlia. Wlifrtnmpon, the 
second day, here is an *Own Ccirr®i|toiidt«l * again,— not 
coming by electric telegraph, but (wliat b a semibta aUiau- 
tage) cmlible in every point, when he do«i cotnt ; 


'<?*(&«, Warsrfaf 1<M* Oraii4»D«lie and ftwchis*, IIImi 

•vsrylHMly have been much occupied all moiminf wilh lh« tact, lhal 


I if. A]d-f. 
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it. To this course Pitt stands henceforth, heedless of the 

gazetteer cackle, ‘ I ah, our Pitt too become Gemrian, after 
all his talking ! ’ — like a seventy-four under full sail, with 
sea, wind, pilot all of one mind, and only certain waterfowl 
objecting. And is King of England for the next Four 
Years ; the one King poor England has had this long while ; 
— ^his hand felt shortly at the ends of the Earth. And 
proves such a blessing to Friedrich, among others, as nothing 
else in this War ; pretty much his one blessing, little as he 
expected it. Before long, Excellency Mitchell begins con- 
sulting about a General, — and Friedrich dimly sees rtter 
things in the distance, and that Kloster-Zeven had not been 
the misfortune he imagined, but only ‘The darkest hour, 
which, it is said, lies ‘ nearest to the dawn.’ 


II The SmUse-HiMburghausen People take into the 

Friedrich in Erfurt Neighbourhood, hanging on, Ueelc 
after Weeh, in an Agony of Inaction (13th Septembei 
i 0th October) 

Friedrich', march ha, goa. hy Dob.ln, Grimm., to P.8.U 
and Rotha, Lciprig way, but aith Leipng well *“ "8“ , " 
jart brushes Weissenfels to righlwmrd, next day ' 

irosses Saale River near Naumhnrg. ’-"ence strarght ^agh 
Weimar Country, Weimar City on your left, to Erfurt on 
the northern side ; ^ — and, 

‘JErfurt, Tuesday ISth September 

(listen to a faithful Witness) ' Erfurt with 

northward Vanguard of his lub scarcely were the words 

alarm, and our French guests with '‘|"2llv tt Thole Prussian Army’ 
uttered, when said Vanguaid, and gia .J , ‘came to sight; 

(only some 9,000, though we al t oug^ t there* French and Reichs 
posting itself in half-moon shape round us ^er . ^ Petersberg, 

folk imrrying-off what they ^ ftom fte Cyrm 

by the opposite gates, ^ ^ j’ammed between two horns in this 

* TTliiiih what a dilemma for l urt, j — 

■■' V. '■ ■ ^ i Map, end of vol .. 



*Sf SKVKN-YF.AHS IVAll mSF.H (h.hiKXvui. 

4***1 Iflf 

wny, t>m» horn i»ti»i-r JwfoMi «■«» •’"» ’ *' 

mul BuppUcatiiKf «»» thi' pir* »( = *’'•» ^ *' 

bfiiw ttli ort. rt«»i{ !«• i «bt. w« .i.4 

will, wm.f a.ift In pr«.n 

It!) uni! rriiue Hrnri 1 hwi.Ii* him ; t ii.*lry •Hh a>»*" —>•>'1. . Ii.C^itUy 
with will llw Iwnnl le.ruvl n nmt.K. 1 

iluntltl liltin’, iir »«mi*tltiti|t iHjtwlly rlifwrtnjf * tb# rn*! »•# !t.« ' »n*{n»fil, 
«i«l, ill »urr**.Um, tlm Army hwl « »»>»» 1«-1* 

lug dtiwn mt thu Ni»rlli(*n» <♦■!«’. omr •>» llg«trl*liwf*'ii, • *»Uag» m iSw 
neighhiiurhuml, »tout lw« mllwi «».*» 

'I'hAt i» the liml sight Friwlrirh hw «f * /j* ihtuphify,' 
fui the ^'emilles {wo}ile c«!t this Itrlluim, n.ine ti» •♦Irlii.-r 
Saxany"; ftiut she i» ca»»ii!»*r«lily wjer th«n IwmI lirrn r% 
p<'t«i. Mmiy !ia*l tlitv% mil! «nle»it inin ..f I'tniltnh, 

k'fire he einiiii w the shirt of her ngniii ' llgerls- 

hofeiJ, iHirth wwtwnnt to DiltehUilt, t'«»m»t4iit. mnl nther 
puir sjN-fkH tif villngen in CfWllMi 'IVititory. i» ten w liflmt 
miles; from DiUelstiult enstwftlti to ltiitt*t4t!t aihI Huttel- 
atildl, in Weimar Country, nwiy b« lwenty4i»e in this are*. 
Friairich, shifting alwiil, rhiefly for aHornimn’ of miarters, 
— licmhjtiarter Kirwhlctwn for • while, Hultrlst.uU finally 
awl longest,-— had to wander imjMiticntly to ainl fro for four 
weeks and more; no work jiroenrahle, or none worth mrntion* 
iijg ; — ill iSie hiiinonr of a man wlu»« i loose it on fire, flaming 
out of every window, front awl rear ; who Ao* rtin op with 
qutnu'liing Bjijiarnlus ; awl cannot, Iteing tj»rlM*m»inl, grt the 
least hmket of it apidietl. Awl is hy tialnre tfie raj»ide*t 
loul now alive. Figure hii ailuation tlasr®, «a it gradwally 
becomes manifest to him I-— 

For the present, JiitiiphimM Belltmn, hurrying to the Hills, 
ban left some tagrog of rtmnant In CsoUut, Wlrerrmww, the 
second day, here is an * Own 0»rrwp«i^«it * again,— -not 
coming by electric telegmph, but (wlial it a timsibla advau- 
tage) credible in every point, when he tlute come t 

♦GlfftAa, Tkarn^aj/ IStk lls/rfaiwAff, Orao^-IWk# »«4 hhw 

■veryMy have been mu«li omipled all maraliig wilfi il«« hwt, th«i 


* iw. i|e.y. 
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the Prussian Army * (Seidlitz and a regiment or two, nothing more) u 

actually here ; took possession of the Town-Gates and Main Guard this 
morning, — certain Hungarian-French hussar rabble, hateful to every one 
in Gotha, having made-off in time, rapidly towards Eisenach and the 


Hills. 

'Towards noon, his Royal Majesty in highest person, with his Lord 
Brother the Prince Henri's Royal Highness, arrived in Gotha; sent 
straightway, by one of his Officers, a compliment to the Grand-Duke ; 
and would have the pleasure to come and dine, if his Serene Highness 
permitted." Serene Highness, self and Household always cordially 
Friedrich’s, was just about sitting-down to dinner ; and answered with 
exuberantly glad surprise, —or was answering, when Royal Majesty him- 
self stept-in with smiling face; and embracing the Duke, said: 
timed myself to arrive at this moment, thinking your Durchlaucht would 
be at dinner, that I might be received without ceremony, and dine like a 
neighbour among you." Unexpected as this visit was, the joy of Duke 
and Duchess,' always fast friends to Friedrich, and the latter ever 
afterwards his correspondent, 'may be conceived, but not adequately 
expressed ; as both the Serenities were touched, in the most affecting 
manner, by the honour of so great a King’s sudden presence among 

'His Majesty requested that the Frau von Buchwald, our Most 
Gracious Duchess’s Hof-Dame, whose qualities he much valued, might 
dine with them,’— being always fond of sensible people, especiaUy 
sensible women. ‘ The whole Highest and High company ' (Royal, that 
is and Ducal) 'was, during table, uncommonly merry. The King 
showed himself altogether content; and his bright clever talk and 
spridhtly sallies, awakening everybody to the like, left not the l^t 
ti-ace visible of the weighty toils he was then engaged m as if the 
weightier these were, the less should they fetter the noble openn^ 
(FreymUthigkeit) of this high soul, which is not to be cast down by the 


heaviest burden. ^ , 

' His Majesty having taken leave of Duke and Duchess, and gracious y 

permitted the chiefest persons of the Gotha Court to pay their respecU, 
withdrew to his Army.’i slept, I find elsewhere, ‘at Gam^dt on tto 
floor of a little Inn’; meaning to examine Posts m that part, next 

morning* 


Here has been a cheerful little scene for Friedrich ; the 
kst he has in these black weeks. A laborious Predecessoiv 
fltdlviQg to elucidate, leaves me this Note • 

^ Letter in Meldm-Gmhickte, iv. 638-9. 
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. W!wt « l.ilv ..nr r ... k- »*, «<..» I'nkn 4...i 

V,.lU.in- urn.. ; »n4 n.^v »! «» IW I-l,. .. ..|..aU 

linn.. » nnn. ..f J.nnnnr *.»l « »n«n , 

nlMnl.tn I'uk.. ..rs-n-l.-.. ‘.mi.*. ...n«n«lna 1.. ».n 

d,. «lwl .1.11 .l.mWn in ll.»l r...«tn*l» II" <• ' n> !" 

(SiM.rrn m. W* »* >»>”•*«»■» “ 

1-nril Hull*. Mini ! I'.n* *“•* «.'''*•* of 

In R l‘ru..n«» ..r l.l"ffr ' nllnir*- • 

t.. »i." fir. I" -i-f '"I'**"*- 

forty »nvrt.; ».nl ihry l.o-t tfo-.r .N... l-*i y"*r 1 1-.- 

Wnii.inr (\V,ll..-lini..4‘. *• **'*’“>^ ■ * * ’’".f 

foft, wl... mtm .IohI I.'.l loft » «1'«* «'*•• *>• '• 

•I’ut 4 .i»«« fl«in»f'l I'y ''«rl..o» hm bw.» u. (liW um, 

Kli>« Frlwlrh l. in ‘orli 

r L til till. foti.iHl tj.«)td4»uclitt»». »l.e 1» » I f ‘‘''"W.. 

oomeof Kntrt the of Johann thn Magnaiiimnw.. •» hof llnahw.d 

mA «U thiM. HwhiMM.a nr*: nl."f» -"..i -Hh .u«li 

v«fodty, from tlt« I'otailam ll»nvt»n, ah# rw*t»«Ml him at t.oiha ; *»l hiw 
«n wrltloB Ilia llUtotv ff/" !*• niid Umk hia tall 
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To thr ,Uox( Sarm- (!nmd lhwhm of tSm-hm)-(h)ih(i 

IHUelut^ilt, 'WlU ITt'T. 

• r t»iiy I RJmU n«vt*r forKCt ; which witinficd a 

ill hh.rt.jt.' uiimirc. 1 »>i. not MiMlain, that, you Hubdu« 

hca.t,; >«.. Uf' *.iad.. lit Rft.wt the esteem «t.d the h.tuKtKC ot 

in ih,, hRMt the hain.i.it-H. l.t kiittw Ih.t «t inci.ti.cchcns.hUt to 
).,.w y.... cm. hate c..c.«i.-A: «..d h..w men I ..Mutc '« 

ihitt hy lu. mcRUA «i"h til iwt h.f Imcharm.*, fins hiive h.-cn w> ImMtly 

twn which i. d..i< to »!1 -mweiKHw' IFcw.ch u.d h.r thc.r rclmcd 

icme«...«r ii. Sam...)- Ih.- tin.c). ‘ Why «..«ld «..t 1 fly It. J.ccvc.l mteU 
,n.,.rtl.«r.. ...eh litdccccy ! 1 cw. «..!y «ffer yt.u a (treat deal <.t k.h.< - 
«IU ■ Iml i feel weU ‘hot. In |.r««nt eifcuinaUmw, the thiiiK wwit.d i* 

iVuirrUat. a».» rttahly. .May I, Madam. W mt hapity .m t« m.dar 
et.u iKima aerelce ! <'Say fortui.® J‘**‘**‘ l , \ 

iiK with th» Uigl.e.l SSadant, y«ur faHMul 

I’a Wilhfliniim hf »>'•> of it* »e*t tky, alill gmliW, 
thinigh awl have «»»te »« the intcnm death of Win- 
trrfelil, for mw bl«t*k item : 

* * .Thw day hefor# y».t«rd«y I »a« In «otha. it wR* » tmiching 
..!«e he ^ mA with hhe Rrlef* nn«l hke 

;:t L. ‘o .H..- jtr iirr; 

wyMtir mii.h .11 *‘ '*“"'* ’* « Brother. I cannot, un- 

angel, m a ..ddier, awl »• imudf), 

rnrlonately. .ay the ww.e o U.e ehler. He u«* « » l ^ 

«„4 Ua* ...Ihlly retire, to 

Wi«...tor«. I ehall leava him t« hi* »Fke. and to^n* 

and I pr‘*l‘he*y «»»thlii« j«««l for tha ftttura, utUe* «»» ?««»«» B 

hlm.‘» • • — * 

» rAnw.iA #rd</W#. *ytll. s,i«»inN. I»$y' .* 

• • Kiriichtel#". new ErfeM. >7'h twi«»me*i 17s/ 
a«yih ». .|o»h 



*30 SEVEN.YBABS WA« KISES fti.H.K xvui, 

1 1 If 

Till* i* of «■ ***• i4"<}rr to Wilhrhnu. i , ji(uU 

of wliii'li ''C «»«>’ ri-nir hi, (w ollirMux iUkUi.iIim-. Hut 
hi'fou' guinji into 111*! trngif «'f !“«! 1.* m gnr 

till- liiuilc «f CJutlm, wliuh niTiirml ihr iml ti igi 

comic in pwi,- wmI i» tli® l»c»t of Kium m th.i»r tlictti) 
four week*. 


mtha, WfA (tefittmhtr, ‘Slnr# tlitir*4*¥ IftJh. M»inf 

»f Uii» Artitjf, »i«! • n.imf n.»ii, ’ (i«« 

bw»n in Mnrfwr 

jio4 iitiifrni**, only w*ilii * «n4 tni«*4r*. 

Mtiminy nmniifiK M*»4ltw> »or4 i!.«» U<« 

IiililinirKli»«»cit {wnjili* nr# mi wnlion hiih«ir»n»4. I f»’«rh Ii4«w*nt »ii4 
Auntriwi, Tttrj»in*ii, bII <»«! •re . Itr«rfi»4«er* Ml m»»« , 



'Seidlltii bn* not »nry fwr. IW4Ui* b** mi»ii#4 In* iiwiil 

dr#«*«)n*htt»«»r farc» in » boilow, two mtiiw »i ; bn* |f«l ••reing ••ol l« 
« third ttifriwent »it!iln r«w«h of Him, **r«nii» lowurd* mo, wid t« • 



ifiiln, mor* Uk» thwi l,ft0Oi “Ainl in »Hi yM»»4#», iHiil 

do you mrk Itj Uto Itinf'o nwoiiiwrd, I iHiMild ttyf—To 

Honml* 

*Thtt ii SildllHii'* Sn« Bit at Hun* out jfottdfr, Imoifinl «i 
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CJIAI*. VU., 

ii»»t »*•!«. -null’ Oct. im\ . . . 

iirti.it. 'riw liigli tit'iicralfy, tfililitttrghauaen, Darmutadt, mount 

In till* highM Imiti* ; Imil)’ m«unt«, Imfiiiy lia wlio li»» anything to 
mount; th« gwmitinr* tumhlo nut nf tint {t«lihm»; drtigiKiim, artillery 
tumhSo ont ; Uaii(iliiiiti*» take* wluiliy t« her heel*, at an extraimliimry 
pave: »o that Seiillit*'* hitttaar* rttuUl hardly get a atroke at her; caught 
alaty anil ndd, iihm of thein Ollieer* not of mark ; did kill thirty ; and 
had *neh a haul of miuijwgea and viilijuhlo elfeetti, cimmetio a good few of 
them, hahilatory, artiatie, n* rmiaed the huawr heart to aing for joy. 
Among other |iliiinier, wa* taiudon'i ('omtiunaion of Miijor-tJeneral, juat 
on it* road trom t ieima' (jator MniiimteiuV death Urn wiggeating causa, 
-111 «imo) ; *• undouhiedlj a ahiiiing laoidoti ; to whom Friedrich, next 
day, forwardeil the Itoeumeiit with » {tulita Not©.''* 


'Hte tiny lifter thin bright font of SekllitKX which was a 
slight coiwthititni }« I’rietirit h, there eatnc a Ix*lter from the 
Ouchciw, Hot of t’UH»|»Utijeot only ; the I-clter itself hml to be 
Immt <JH the sjKil, Ireiiig, m would seem, dangerous for the 
High I^dy, who wiw iimch a friend of h’rietlrieh’s. Their 
t ‘orrt*»j»«indet»ce, very jnitite ntid gmceful, but for most part 
gone to the unintelligthic slitlc, and becotno vacant and 
sjieetml, ligows coiisiderahly in the ilooks, and was, no doubt, 
a etimitieralile fact to Frieifrich. His Answer on this occasion 
ittav Iwt given, simss we have it,— ~!c»t there should not else- 
whew he op{K>rluHity for a iwcond •pecimen. 


Prkdrieh to fAr Grmmi-DuehiM Sacht^n^Gotha 

• nmr Erfait, SOlh iapWmhw WW* 

• MawAii,— Nethlnf eowld happen mere florlous to my troop* thsa 

of ftghtlng, hladam, under your ey«i and for your dofance. I wish 
tliolr holp wuld he uwsful to you 5 hut I fore*©# th« rever*#. If I were 
otoUiwtely to Itisbt on mslntalnlng the p««t of Ooth* with Infantry, I 
ilwttld ruin your t'lly for you, Madam, by attructlng thither and fixing 
there the thoalni ©f the War; when*#, by tha prM*«t c«ur#e. you wiU 

only have to aol'er little rub# (jwwmrfw), wWeh will not I«#t long. 

• A thottwiiid thank# that you eottld. In » day like yeatemay, find the 
moment to think of your Friend#, end to employ yourwlf for them. 
iMdllbi’i attoek wi« hrlak, quite auddea, with on effect like Ilarlequine 
mm4 la l»»atomim*et and tlotlui la ej^ eo raer, eapeeblly la th e 

« mMtM-it0ukitktt, If. Ato! Wetipbalen, tt. if i tSoww d* f'fMrtt. 


«1« SKVKN’-YKAHS WAlt lilHFM xvm. 

8,.htm.« Mow uml stunt, .tfllrw. *•'» '■ »»•' • *<-'> t"f ». 

In <!u.! m,.nM..r, no.-! I.-- >--< * V"' *' f ' , , 

*ill nollnnuot -'■‘•1“- t— ^ ' 7' '• 

,,„,ni M I -...to.... U.’s'.-» «<-'•« •« '■’ 

lilltl till'* III l#rfifiKyv 

•Tl... mo.l ..BW.1 M.».k of nMlirnri. I rautf.... T-n. n,,.,.,r.!l..n 

»Wv iN aon.K >n«r «.«U Un. IwUrt ' . It..,.. .1, ... ..-o « ..-..l ) 

* 1 aloml.l ,1 «» » .noMomml of v-'n ««.r, •■..«. ...4 . .. .,**{« 

Jmt. Mink..., siitr.. you of .» ..U.r,-,-.. V'.r o-lrr. .Mil k. 

fhst »f «w rtniliol -f'*- ol.» . ft.r..4 ..nr .4 

iMst MoM tnirlom »Mn; t 1 .»i 0 '<» »’'•* >"7 r„. I..r ..or . 

nwilintm-l. »«•' »!'Sl ..n.» m».l k* ino4r..l »...l r.m >... tl.r.,. 

I «,». with thr ’oBhrrl »»..i l)<* ♦"'«* J-.'r. t . ..n.. 4 r 1.7.01,. 

Mwkt.,. yniir n,.»l .n4 aHr.lno.atr t ......... f 

Fmtn Erfurt, tin Uw «f *'■* «ltr 

Dwiiiliim'M in Wfli hnnunir, Eriwliiib U'wl I * 

of llrmtHiviik with his Dnisiwit iu«i IVitut. Monts osfh hi#, 
both of wiioiti wore still nt Nmnnhutg, to go oii thlh'rt’nt 
t.muu!«,-™EmliimiMl imt ll»UMr#t.Mlt-.'ttng.hhi,rg *.«>. wh.il.or 
llkhflit-u, vullnrr.Jikt., if not r««li- hU. i* «»« ««»•>« . Mont* 
to lorgiui, to stwHW oiir iiuigasiiM*, «iul Iw? o» th»’ tintUmk 
ther®. Ihilh of them iniin^hwl on the iiionow tNon-mlier 
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i ]th 4m\\ r;n7l 

•.hwltliT ‘ those inonsUTH; jj;o into them, at all 

Isa/nnU!’ he writes to lA'hwukl iKTtntiplorily. l^-hwukl, 
yr^iKH) Hji»iunst HU,0l){h does so; tlraws-nj), in front of 
Welilntt, not fur eiwt of !viini{j:.'>.ht>rg, among woody swam})s, 
IHkA, at a ilandef ealled (inm Jii^vrxdor/] with Ids 
host skill; fights well, though not without mislakes ; and 
if henteu by eaiintm ami mnnhers.’ I'reusseu now lies at 
AjirasiiiH iliMTelion. This hit of news too w <m the road for 
Erl’m t Count rv. Sueh a sis weeks for the swift nian, obliged 
to stand spellbomid, idle jiosterily never will eoneeive it; 
and deserii>lio» is useless. 

Ia!t us add here, that Aprasin did notadvaneo on Kdnigs- 
l«rg, or farther into IVeossen at all; hut, after some loiter- 
ing, turmsl, to everybotly's surj»rise, ami wended slowly home. 

* (‘uuld get no provision,’ said Apraxia for himself. ‘’'I'honght 
Urn t'ntrina was dying,' wort the world; ‘and that I’eter her 
«um-ssor wtniki take it well ! ’ Elodded slowly liome, for 
certain; ladtwahl folUtwing hint, mil too close, till over the 
bonier. NtiUdtig left of Aptasin, ami his huge Expedition, 
but Xlt’Hiel aUme ; Memel, nml a great tnany graves and ruins. 
a« that U'hwald could be rccallwh to nltcmi on the Swedes, 
tnrfow Winter came. And Friedrieb's worst forebodings did 
not take ertcct in this case ; — nur in some others, m we shall 
tm I 

jM’nrntuftm Pmtmx ttf FrMrirh 

Meanwhile, is it not nnnarkahle that Frie<iru'h wrote more 
Vena-s, this Autumn, than almost in any other three months 
of his life? Singular, jes; though perhaps not inexplicable. 
Ami if readrn* could ftiirly umlemtand that fact, instead of 
running away with the shell of it, tuui leaving the essence, it 
wtmid throw a great light on Friedrich, lie is not a brooding 
inartienlato man, tlmi; but a bright-glancing, articulate ; not 

» In HAJm-CmUthtt, i*. «hf hIdeoMi doaili. 

* T^mplhof, 1. »W! U«Uww, i. aiai #««. «c. (‘Kussians lost »bout9,fxio, 
by stwif »wa tnt« s.wa> > 'Umi Vmuhm 3,000 ‘ sad itw FisW). 



*40 SKVKN-VEAKS WAU {i'.m.k %mh 

to hr »*lr»)rk .hn..H In Utr tut i.f ! V.!h ilM if. I a hr. . l,.u 
(•\f>l itll'< thr I«ln -..li-iuitiiv uf Hi.>! Uu.Ji, tuui th« 

AinnnAl Ih.inn' , ..i-.l h... a .hasp h..u 1 «.. ..n t»J 

thrill, 'I'l.r inphiii.if H'H I.f !»' h.ipr \ Iht* 

Autiimu I.. *th.a iiUmv.. nli.-nr,tu>^- i\.-n i.I.miSv. 

hr li.ui iiitiilrrahlr jr n.«l. nf ■ n- tm.ly. 

Anil ti«A In uim-s In nav „f l..iaiH.f* !u..i« !l, ftinl 

klfliilli' ilnWH hi* ihnik .^nt « ha.l j.hui. m ihr ....iim- 

Rtiuiim, if VMU ham **» t......l.rlul « lurn f.n ict- 

.HHliimtii.l. hv .inwh. ‘All l«.a a. I'mln. Ih..«- Ur^r 
tt>k» thl' nwiVf. Will. Niine nf thmi an- ln>l h».« late 
miiHhirHH, Sltimia hnvr !•«■«'» huii.t ; or ihr liiar nmikra 
whiih thry t.Hik njn wni *.hHh. r it »»» },*•"-* 

(whii'h I Mipi'ow a ahnini »n-»rr «»<%•). or Ua limr »itlhilly 
init iivtr. 111111% tlwl i» Ihr jjn-rt! p.inl ; ami ihr hrail Inilh 
of tlii'iii, or turn* li|t Iriilh. anullirf. k\o i»u»l gn® •oint 


umiinrn*. nt «iiv rnlr. 

I>h.jH*i in!Iy that niitahlr Sjavimrn from thr i!ill«« t ooolrim; 
the * F.jiintli’ to Wilhrliiiiim (F'/otrr rt ma .V.rurT. ahii h i* 
the krv notr. w it rrere ; the fooniato hwnl of onnh «lh«?f 
verw, ioui of much |*roNB wilhal, aiul rorn*.|*.«Hlc«. mg not 
with Willirlmiim nlom', of which aim M.me ta*lr mint *» 
given. I'riiimrv written, I jirn-civi., in llwt inUnal 

of wKiling for Knlfi ana the magw/inc*. though the hmi 
thitr in ‘ Ihiintiiai, Aiigu4 Sith.‘ fonwriniig »hi.h, Hoiel. 
fmigui* tiikin, over hortily, the Ulierty to my ; ' Miange, i» It 
not, to lie on the miint of fighting for one* etUleww ; over- 
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thoughts were, what his humour was in that unique crisis ; 
and to readers in quest of that, these Pieces, fallen obsolete 
and frosty to all other kinds of readers, are well worth per- 
using, and again perusing. Most veracious Documents, we 
can observe ; nothing could be truer ; Confessions they are, in 
the most emphatic sense; no truer ever made to a Priest in 
the name of the Most High. Like a soliloquy of Night- 
Thoughts, accidentally becoming audible to us. Mahomet, I 
find, wrote the Koran in this manner. From these poor 
Poems, which are voices De Prqfundis^ there might, by proper 
care and selection, be constructed a Friedrich'’s Koran ; and, 
with commentary and elucidation, it would be pleasant to 
read. The Koran of Friedrich, or the Lamentation-Psalms 
of Friedrich ! But it would need an Editor, — other than 
Dryasdust ! Mahomet’s Koran, treated by the Arab Dryasdust 
(merely turning- up the bottom of that Box of Shoulder-blades, 
and printing them), has become dreadfully tough reading, on 
this side of the Globe ; and has given rise to the impossiblest 
notions about Mahomet ! Indisputable it is. Heroes, in their 
affliction, Mahomet and David, have solaced themselves by 
snatches of Psalms, by Suras, bursts of Utterance rising into 
Song ; — and if Friedrich, on far other conditions, did the like, 
what has History to say of blame to him ? 

Wilhelmina comes out very strong, in this season of trouble; 
almost the last we see of our excellent Wilhelmina. Like a 
lioness ; like a shrill mother when her children are in peril. 
A noble sisterly affection is in Wilhelmina; shrill Pythian 
vehemence trying the impossible. That a Brother, and such 
a Brother, the most heroic now breathing, brave and true, and 
the soul of honour in all things, should have the whole world 
rise round him, like a delirious Sorcerer’s-Sabbath, intent to 
hurl the mountains on him,— seems such a horror and a madness 
to Wilhelmina. Like the brood-hen flying in the face of 
wild dogs, and packs of hounds in full trail 1 Most Christian 
Pompadour Kings, enraged Gzarinas, implacable Empress- 

vor. VI.'' ' ■ , 



M 
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Ouem*; *" **^‘*'* ‘ItUnurn r^i.hr* „i,. .»-j.-^ni. 

|,.hh of Williflinina. Never »iiml, wv *wUy «nr . y.uf IliuMwr 
^,11 ,«-.h.*)» ..t^'-ouv «•«'« «t‘ 

,,,umjl lln* loni* »f »*«' «,. «t • ,I«hI {....r, ihh« ...ut,- .nto IJ« 
fill}, nt. «*r him. V.H«r HtMthrr .!.«>. m.l tSm S.y.l ^Wjw 

t,.vv«nU givmjJ »'» 1 *"■ 

„.|f at b»» own *Uet.«lb *»H ail I* v»<* i»» «•«» 

"‘ win»i.»i..»'. h"i«» • 'V*" “'‘V V"'"'- i 

l.„ Mir. I I-™- " '■•;■■ "■•'■' 

of im \Vilhrl.nm«» prt »ilH tin* v.e* ; In.l tim tM.lai.k.l u 

»tin t» .lirrinR »|>. % • »» 

i,«,H,rtma tmikinj! VnnUml de *tWi» lu lakyr m »hr 
Kn'um.n v 'IV, »i.. Hvr. in I.vnn. b,m«« t« I'.Mom. «., her 
'nmri^^hy «f a.ki..« VnUairt, t,, . m, lh»t fi,« 
mH«im,;-^hut.eK*T|.l tlllkmlly. i. .mt «tJn-r.,y. Umm* welh 
aftW-tiHl to Vniuin,. w« once a.ief M.m.lrr nf I ranrr. am 
wonia fain again he ; d«* ««l hke lh«« Ikrni. mnrilny ami 
A«*trmn Allianw, hml he now any jm*er to them. 

I 4 ?t him TOrfe«!K>mt with Mwl t1*r*.twn M»jr.ty. at l*»*t . 
nlml for a I’enw with I'WU l»i,«g «» remly that 

Uv. Kmhwney Teneiti, on Volta.re*. Miggwinm, dnl *o, 
Jh«,« i« even mm doing till 

on «nh snhjwta. rhh U certnii. and «U ; f * 

nothing elae ii known, or to «i kwmahle, alamt 4t ; Voltaire, 
in vfiguc form, being oar ow authnnly. thnmgh almm it ♦* 
vain to hunt, and again hunt* I'he inoch mow Iho 

featum. ami cim»m.tiiii*«, all lie buried from w, aml.«- 
tlU Mrimiw the aw well wlitwl,— «iw»l 

miitimie lying. A» a fact wrtain, hut uwleniaWy vagn*. 

Voltidns’i prowlnw, one am gatlier, l» fmlil*, hot two* 
f,u«l ; not iuUlime on thin oaraaiim. Iii fart, b inkmlal to 
Ulmwlf. To the high Wnewa lie writw dtv otiimaSJ). 
laady to diej in all thing*i and Wnm to hb l.minwi^ 
Tmidffl, it mther «»«•• m if the time *««ii s ‘ I ttw I 
» aWw(4i*a«evi), M. I*' t. *41 » I'raaa'. <** 
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yes, your Eminency ; such are the poor Lady’s notions. But 
does your Eminency take notice how high my connections 
are ; what service a poor obscure creature might perhaps do 
tlie State some day?’ Friedrich himself is, in these ways, 
brought into correspondence with Voltaire again ; and occa- 
sionally writes to him in this War, and ever afterwards- 
Voltaire responds with fine sympathy, always prettily, in the 
enthusiasm of the moment ; — and at other times he writes a 
good deal about Friedrich, oftenest in rather a mischievous 
dialect. ‘ The traitor ! ’ exclaim some Prussian writers, not 
many or important, in our time. In fact, there is a con- 
siderable touch of grinning malice (as of Monkey versus Cat, 
who had once burnt few paw, instead of getting his own 
burnt), in those utterances of Voltaire ; some of which the 
reader will grin over too, without much tragic feeling, the 
rather as they did our Felis Leo no manner of ill, and show 
our incomparable Smge with a sparkle of the T%gre in him ; 
theoretic sparkle merely and for moments, which makes him 
all the more entertaining and interesting at ihe domestic 

hearth. ^ 

Of Friedrich’s Lamentation-Psalms we propose to give tne 
First and the Last : these, with certain Prose Pieces, inter- 
mediate and connecting, may perhaps be made inte ligible to 
readers, and throw some light on these tragic weeks of the 
King’s History : 

r. Boftr* 4 ma saw (First of the Lamentation-Psalms).--Thw is the 

sings aloud, or declaims in rhym , -We fJfiifully abridge, and 

is on the surrounding woes and atrocmes. Wefaim^y a ^ ' 
«mdense into our briefest Prose ;-readers can add water and the jingle 

Of French rhymes ad Kbitum. days; O Sister, whose 

*0 'sweet end dear hope of my ^ and with a 

friendship, so fertile in 1^“ to yain that the Destinies have 

helpful arm assists me in the gulf I It » m vain tnar sue 
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overwhelmed me with disasters: if the crowd of Kings have sworn my 
ruin- if the Earth have opened to swallow me,— you stiU love me, noble 
and kffectionate Sister : loved by you, what is there of misfortune? 
fBranches-off into some survey of it, nevertheless. ) 

'Huge continents of thunder-cloud, gainst me (m 

those Menzel Documents), 'I watched with teijor ; the sky getong 
blacker no covert for me visible: on a sudden, from the deeps of Hell, 
iarLforth Discord ’ (with capital-letter), ‘ and the tempest broke. 

‘ Ce fut dans ton Sinat, O fougueuse Angleterre ! 

Oil ce monstre inhutnain fit (claier la guerre . 

It was from thy Senate, stormful England, that she first launched^ut 
War In remote climates first ; in America, far away between France 

» How long will you be slaves to the one^God: 

SgM? fo something famous in this 

Daughter of the C«sa< 

£r tre:C"d4y: Lble ^onsijr^ions 

'hvom — and 

the ™ Pyrenees ^ frozen Russia, aU arm for Austria, and march at 

aUles.’ For instance: 

yOjtmrdigne dloubli/ Quelle atroceimprv^nce/ 

liirhse.i^eslVAnglaUg'Mtuvendsalal'rairM, 

‘Theresa I it is England thou art selling to Francej'-Yes, a thing 
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*liiy ginmniiw «ti|i|if»rt In thy hr®! thy 

ihftH wliini 11 vujrlil Imtl rU**ii Ici ikviiur tlim 1 liim wignest 
'■ hilt it wm l‘4ig!}yi«l ^\mw ilmi tlw miytliiug to ralgn 

* Tu ri>iw$^ m*iU Imi m mm*4$m IMii*' 

to fhm In mi$ mfuni qmdft 

thini* luif.y Mottnri’lii* li^t ii« wi*it hiiu : Ihmupu* 
Milling liin* liorr h» fbt^ liighii*! hiililrr^ Fmiira, in mir duy, 

iu*0 oiiiil liolhi tmi, s»|n4itn af with ii i^rirnd 

i%|.y Ii not «ll); ^tid how the lunghhauriiig 

f*iw «iiil«iiih<*r»i liillwrio# h^v# niwtied Ihi^lr thrimti with mm 

I Ipiwiiiltw thiokiiig il« tlowtifull iTrtiiio ; * Feorinerwiinry 

0ft^ fitir# m* himM» molrr ili ioltlbr Kiiigi, new ibtmmKl by » 
liefwtti* Swrtlm» my 1 :^ my ewm kimlmr {feoliult 

iMt:T}i ««tl el!it»n»h *»irl%*0tt by }»rwfti' nitilHmi Jiiln in the plel iil 
fciiil hmm$w nC lli» |irfi#|iirliif Trlmiivlri, 

ii4 iltmii toird lVe|slfi* (mf ttwii tolwiu Ii 

liarg#* (iwlnlib liww Iru Ihii), Mt l« thy kmtntibb 

«yi II Ii Ilii il»t*gt«r whirh Iwiiip wtr tli«», tli^l |»lirr« my iwil. 
|M>m|ti nf tiiy milk I rmitti rtilgit withnnl rwgr^i Bwl ti* reacim 
III llili Hitik ftriili, I will i|i#iitl iwy blniwL Whtjue ft tlwt 

Iml tliliw? With j«y will I mlly my w-urrittri U iwiip thy 
it; tlify ilimlli «l the f*mi lilt rftmprlii* Ciif Ihmti tiicl Itli 
r|jil»fg| iliifiwi ymitbrl, *iiii tlllitr cttii|utr| m Im teiriwl itmier 

iiltii,* %^iPfy Will ; liiil i;!i|— 

wllli iiieli |iiir|»«#, y» wliil rtiiiiinifril erliii trii 

tliil rticli m t Ihwtili lian Itlil liiw thy llolittr r*—lliili| thtt witi 
-a«l ulriiltf lliiiip wliifli «iitry Filt li-wl rtutrvtd for 
mff llfalli iip# fiiy riilifortniitii* iisi ipniwli lili liviil lti»rmw iiv«r 
I ’ (%* 9 rf tiinsif r* wry wl* wlml hi wiyt tf liii Mtibtr | hut miwt 

Itiii Ptilifiy wiili t ifoliigt Ilf Itriiitiili illi tilt ptiitimil rtmiiftnl el 
Hi# U Itkltiiiii l<i flit, Hi ftlttiPii mikiiiiwn t wiitti yini 

«iii ih# ier#»tiir« tf i lltitif ?-*■ 

* i »m •'# j§ p»i* Mm I 

Mf ihl iimi m It^rt pmm .«# mm^ *— 

i^hl^ my lltlJt ! 

y« |iriifiirft#ni tf wrrti llii| ft mwmiu hf the 

ill III# tbrlt wliiilliigi «f yttr Itbyriiilli J—fo tet ilm ©nrlitiit- 
. li •inWi lilt flitrifi ' I ^ tJiit til iwiii trt lint tht 

, 0 f Heiiiiiy* Anil timl, U tli#« tiltl wm# iUmmf mul Inmut^ 
I »'lii illiiwi i iitri tf iimtiirw fo ft tii iiiisltl|»lyltif 

, lit lltit m ittlliitif I l^it 4#wtt m t Fhtitrli emmmi, tn 
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iiiiis nt^% t.- 1. !s ? i7>| 

n notx**>im in : »» ,.u tli*> Wi ruM fi 

»ttd »U tl.« n'.U'l *hWh r»m* •• * J”; '"'rsu 

to him. VVlmirior#. my »ul« rofug* md only lot.d .» !u 

tU* itw* dmlh : 

* Mnm m*l ^mk #1 
Si innm, thm tkm hi «»» 

•r Wiihrlmtim tu * Blrui.*-, vtlh tamrlhinji uj .imw'r il‘ it<t wt tmitatn 
mtiwolury I'WH*' Tim’.-,). Waimlwiim Iw-. l.wit to \ m ui.o 

beforo, mA Krttin^ linw . tml Im, .... !..,t, 

till tlil« tiitt c«lii*st ^ t « 

/ioLi/., mh A.yu»> mr tr. «wm.ro, ..m ko..«. ««. 

irknd. wlmu »rrivo. TJi* WU.r ym Jmv» A,m* 

honour to your woy of thinhittjt. * *«>.nol irU >«». Jiow inu. h I bw 
HOiwWoto «i<.a you Jmvo iloim' (».» ! .u.Uml I •>•>.. u «.U. ir»»ll 

wo win bop). • Tim Ki,m. mv H. ..lhrr, li m muA. ... *. . \ ou wil 

tlml » Not« hero, whUlt !m hi.!. )W tfoti.m.t to y*.. li«»t 

itreftt man i. .til! «!»'’ .»<"»’■ **»' *•"* m..fo»t«i.e. • .Hi « rm,t»gP 

La » (irmne.. oo.tl.y of hho. »« eo‘'l‘» "»'* «'’* **“’ ‘'“".. r.lunl 

ltbe({fti« by v.*w.. of throwlM* wiol on H. h« I 0 ..K ih« mh. 

bottle : that l.tho rwmi why It ’ 

-T1.1* Note, weiM*y, i» li»«l t« u« ;~«ll h«» ». et(lei>i»l!y tbo* t oliulre, 
I2th SeoUmtlmr, writw* twlee to WetKi*. Wiii.ii« h»» I* toeotH, 
hewyw! ‘The affair, of thUKint* {rrWrirb) •»{.. from t«o» «o -or.^, 

I know not If I told you of iho laitter he wrote to me mU»a il.ree week. 
ftK 0 ‘ (*#y Auittirt »7-Ulth: ihU mow Note il.r...iKH « .Ihelmme, ew- 
Zitly)! *“ I have h-Brim.!" wye he, "that yon ba.l ...te.e.ied j.mrwU 
in my ruere.Hi.. «ml mi.fiirtuime. 'Iltere remain, to me n..i!.i'.« '‘»i to 
well my life et«. Hi. !<i»»<'r write, me one murh m«r» l.meo' .ble . 

tliii i}iw 'Wi’« rfrttiiiiif j"'--*' 

‘Ism In a friKlitful state : end will not mrtire the dminirtlon «f my 
Hottw and F..mi!y. 'I'hal i. the im« rmimkli.m that teiu*.... to nm. 
You will Imvo fine .uhje.t* for mahinit Iraumlim of. 
mamiM. ! You will, hy the iUmwry repre-rnlation. piha$« «lra« tear. . 
while all eonlemiilate with dry eye* the wiity of ibme w..e».e. : the 
downfall of a whole H.m.e, «Kal«»t whieh, II the truth we.e know... 
tliere 1. no .olid eiimjilaint. I t-aunnl write farther of H «>y '» ' 

troul.led that 1 know not what I am deln*. Hot whatever ha).i.en, 
perauaded that 1 am more than ever year fr»Mid,-W.. 

Fried rieh, while Willielmlna wrlUw •«. »• et the lo-l «f th* Fi*art»- 
berg, eagerly manw.ivrlng with the Aualriime, i« hop. «f 

' OSmrMi, aii. j 6 " 4 » i l» ia!«t>«ff m Wnbetmtaa * 4 ih Awfert- 
* In CSm-mik mtikt, laaeH. S®. 
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Ott, »7n;| 

«Hit tif ihmn^^'Whmt hi Frii4rlrh> whili hi wrota that Not© to 

Viiltolra, mik limtratl td wtuibiiit ilicKik th# Itikhotil# ovir it, wa« juKt 

itut <«i that irraiiil. 

ritli 8i*|^tain!wr (to n w!i0» tSan li in 

ari iniictjty nnHiltilHiiw, Itlailama j and we are luit at 
tlii ami yat* lliay wiy thaw hf4v« HhmMI lliiimvarmmi haan diHiamad of 
at Stiuli* (i Viivanthm of Ivloitor-Zwrn), * 11«t in no small matter* I 
ran lio|m M. Uirheliou* (oho li when I write to luinsolt) 

* O' ill atlorn hb hrioi with the bortli they liavii stork In hb |mrket I 
wbh MoOHirur yoor «^ou alHimlaiiri «f hoimuraml glory without woumlsi 
ami to you, Mioiaiuo, iiiiwllrriihto health. 1‘ho liliig of frusKiu has 
wriltoii mn a very loorlilng l4^ttor* (aim Ihm of wlilrh wo have rriol) ; 

** hut I have always Ihmb'i atlvoiiliiroon my hoiirt/ at Fraiik>- 

fwrt yomler* * If I wort vrolh I wmty toko a run to Frimkfurt myself 
on III# l»i 4 «liioait/-*miw that Htmthwob f 0 mrvm iim in tloHO parts, ami 
coultl glvi Freylag ami Hrhmliil aurti a ihwlinir for mo, it they llkml I 
Siliall I write to C'ollliil m it f Itotii wrllti ifuiy writiv wcond 
yiUMT lifisc#! m iiill bettor ehaiw^ rlni.* 

It t%Mm iprlUt dntmr (Sornn^ of the Prone 
PI#ci«), a vary noaloun fritml of Friidrirlib, after all, thin Voltalm ! 
Poor Wllhtliniiiai torrilioil hy llial F|#*Vr« of lior llrotliorb, ami hln tkti 
|iur|ic>i# of iOi»kln|C Itoalh, han. In lior itoaimlr (Ihough her la^tler b h:wl)i 
lietii urging Voltoiro to writi ilbsnailing him j,’-iiii! Voltiiiro ilo«* Ilf 
whirli firwiitly. Her toHtor Iw Viiltaire mi tlib ihrife4m|mrtant auhiinl 
li hint Hut ill lilt very limim wintt Vullalrt 'itl writing what wo have 
juit reach *alwayi with Ma4aw# l>ffili*i iclvenliiro iiii my heart/ Wllliib 
mltmi at llairtuihi b writing to Ititti »« rolluwi ; 

IMmuikf tak a^iilrriilirf I7W (f# Vour letter liw iifiwlhly 

touelitd itii ; that whleli you aililrtiiiicl to wt for Hit King* (hoili 
iMtow loit to m) * h»i yriutuodl Hi# miftii ff«l mi him. I hofit 
ymi will with l*b Atniwtr m to what eiiiioiriis youwtlf ; hut 

you wilt li# m lititii mmtm^ wltli ili# l« has formed* I had 

fullered fiiyself llwt your ratteatloni would wakt aowo imprwhm on 
hb wiml You will iliieoiilrtry liy Ilit Liltor adjoined. 

* To mo lilt r« .rtitialtia niiliilng Imt to tollfiw hb dwtiiiy If it b mi* 
forliitiato I l»v« ti#v#r |fk|ii»4 myiwlf on Wng a phllowipher ; ihoygh 
I havt inadt my efinti to •#* 1*h« imall progreis I made did 

t^eh wi« to gmmimm and riehiis hut I muli mmv find In 

philoao|iliy any cur# for ili# woiindi of iii# bmrti «aef|it that of gittiiig 
don# wkli our wlaerlti by to lim Th« itato I am In b wort# 


» In A fWialr#. liali SSt 

* p f JaatuMry— May ifSfl* 
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than death. I see the greatest man of his age, my Brother, my friend, 
reduced to the frightfulest extremity. I see my whole Family exposed 
to dangers and perhaps destruction ; my native Country torn by pitiless 
enemies; the Country where I am’ (Reichs Army, Anspach, what not) 
'menaced by perhaps similar misfortune. Would to Heaven I were 
alone loaded with all the miseries I have described to you ! I would 

SRjffer them, and with firmness. ^ 

‘ Pardon these details. You invite me, by the part you take in what 
regards me, to open my heart to you. Alas, hope is wellnigh banished 
from it. Fortune, when she changes, is as constant in her persecutions 
as in her favours. History is full of those examples :-but I have found 
none equal to the one we now see ; nor any War as inhuman and as cruel 
among civilised nations. You would sigh if you knew the sad situation 
of Germany and Preussen. The cruelties which the Russians commit in 
that latter Country make nature shudder.^ How happy you m your 
Hermitage; where you repose on your laurels, and can philosophise 
with a calm mind on the deliriums of men ! I wish you all the happi- 
ness imaginable. If Fortune ever favour us again, count on all my 
gratitude. I will never forget the marks of attachment which you 
have given; my sensibility is your warrant; I am never haH-^d-half 
a friend, and I shall always be wholly so of Brother Voltaire. 


‘Many compliments to Madame Denis. Continue, I pray you, to 

write to the King.’’ 1 „ 

Voltaire to Wilhelmina (Day uncertain : The Dehces, September 1757). 
—‘Madam, my heart is touched more than ever by the goodness and 
the confidence your Royal Highness deigns to show me. How can I be 
but melted by emotion ! I see that it is solely your nobleness of soM 
that renders you unhappy. I feel myself born to be attached with 
idolatry to superior and sympathetic minds, who think like you. 

‘ You know how much I have always, essentially and at heart, been 
attached to the King your Brother. The more my old age is tranquil, 
and come to renounce everything, and make my retreat here a home and 
country, the more am I devoted to that Philosopher-King. 1 write 
nothing to him but what I think from the bottom of my heart, nothing 
that I do not think most true ; and if my Letter ’ (dissuasive of seeking 
Death ; wait, reader) ‘ appears to your Royal Highness to be smtable, I 
beg you to protect it with him, as you have done the forgoing. 


4* Friedrich to WWielmina, and, by anticipation, her Answer (Third 
of the Prose Pieces).— ‘ AiwcA/e&en, near Erfurt, Vlth September 1757.— 
My dearest Sister, I find no other consolation but in your precious 

^ Details, horrible but authentic, in Heldtn-Geschichte, already cited. 

» Vd. Voltaire, XL. l97-<99i Ixxvii. 57. ’ 75. Ixxvii. 37, 39. 
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iMU^rn, Mil)* liriiu*ii rifwniHl iiii mi lucli liomie genii- 

fiwnil^ ! 

* I wr«tte tmt y»ni» fiiy mUfnritirie^ Imvo hui gene mx aceuimi- 
iiliiig. 1 1 mwtm m Uinii^li lA-tniltl tliMehitrge ail itn wrath and 

ftiry ti|«n* the ptHir rmintry ^hirl* I Iniil tn rnliMiver* dim Sweden have 
wilereil Ihnmnerm I'he Freinli, alter liiivinn enuehidetl a Nwitrality 
Iitt III ill filing' tti the King nf Kngittinl atni lliemnelven* (Khmter Zeveu, 
wliieli we * are in Inlt fnaftli w|inn llfilherntadi and iMagdelmrg. 

Fnnit I‘ren*»«eii I am in daily m|nn-lalinu uf Iiearing nf a battle having 
been baighi ; the |ir»*|airlN*u nf' nnnhalanln ireing agaiiint HbdibO * 

{mm hniglil, t Jinih .Anga^l^aial IiihI iieenrdjiig!y)» * The 

Aii«trifni» haie nyiri'fied inin ^ile^ia| w-hifher the Friiiee nl* Boveni 
Ibllitwa ilieiii. I iiwve lahiineeil lliin way la hill n|»nn the enrfw nf the 
^liieil Army ; wlnrh hm rnii niK and Inli'eiii'lieil ll«df, heliind KiHenaehi 
liilKi wliillier tn lallnw, nnire In lillark t.hein> all rnk» af 
war firriiiti* Hie nninieiil I rrlire tnw'artK %Sits;nii)% tlii^ whale iwarm will 
lift my liwl®. Iitt|<|ieit whal inisyi I imt delisrmiiietli at all rKka# ta 
bill ii|niii iilnifmer rnr|i« «tl’ llie enemy a|i|ir«aeli4w niti iieiireit I ahall 
even llettveii fnr il# merry* If it graitl nw ihi favmir totlie iword 
ill liiiitli 

^Klmiihi llii« fail me, yati will illnw llml it wmiM he ten hard to 
rriwi al tli»< Ceet nt” a »mm|irtny nf irintnrti* in wlmm MniTeie^fuI erimti 
have given the ml vantage U* |»re«erit»e ihe law In mt, llnw, my dear, my 
iliet»iti|iaf iilile Sinlefi Imiw etmld I i‘e|ife*i>« i.f*e!inga id vengefineo and of 
aganwt all my neighhmirii, lif W'Innit Ihere l« m»l omi wdm did 
not arrelerale my dnwnfulh amt will imt ahare In mir lifadU? How ean 
«i Brine# aiirvlve Im llie glory iif hrn i mmiry, Ida own re|mtiition? 

A llavarimi Kieeli^r, in lii» mowgiF |Hon ofihe bln imor liidaer, and left 
ild|iwrprkotl in lib wvriilwntli yrarh *iir rilher ill a wirt of aahjeetlon 
to hii M|iibleri,«md doll l« the hoMinp of Immmri itmy give Idmaelf up 
M » «l#vp to III# im|if»fb*ii« iliiifiiiwiiiiit Ilf IliP iloyae of Atiatrbi and klii 
the liainl wdilrli ti|i|ire»*ool hi# Fa! her ■» I imfdiiii It to Idii youth find Ida 
But b that tim paampb for itm to follow f No, dear Hbler, 
yon think two tmhiy to glv# iiiit utieli mtaii (/dr/ie) advir#, la Liherty, 
tliil preeimia prerogttlive, to I*© lesw iloar to a Sfivereigii In the elgliteenth 
©mitiiry Ilian it w»a to lloiiiaii iblriifbuf of old? And where li It 
•till, llittt lirniiw and t ato ilinnhl »rry magiiaiiiiidty farther than 
Brinre* »wl ^ Firiiiii^ rtiiiabtii in mbfortuim : Init only 

mrnmk iiilmdl lo tlm yoke, la»r iMitlently eliidna, mid support 
lraii«|udly. Niitr, my il#iyr tBitifi eould I reaelvii upon auch 

Igiiiiifiifiy/****- 

* If' I Imtl cittly ftiy o»ls liirlliiatlmiii I should hivi ended It 

mfiik iftor tlial mifortMitatt Battle wlikdi I lo»t^ 

* ' * . « a li t. . J 
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the e^wWch had happened. My attachment to the State awoke ; I 
gaid to myself, It is not in seasons of prosperity that it is rare to find 
defenders, but in adversity. I made it a point of honour with myself to 
redress aU that had got out of square ; in which 1 was not unsuccessM , 
not even in the Lausitz’ (after these Zittau disasters) l^t of all But 
no sooner had I hastened this way to face new enemies, than Wmterfeld 
was beaten and killed near Gorlitz, than the French entered the heart 
of my States, than the Swedes blockaded Stettin. Now there is nothing 
effective left for me to do : there are too many enemies. Were I even 
to succeed in beating two armies, the third would crush me. The 
enclosed Note’ (in cipher) ‘will show you what I am still about to try . 
it is the last attempt. 

‘The gratitude, the tender affection, which I feel towards you, that 
friendship, true as the hills, constrains me to deal openly with you. No, 
my divine Sister, I shaU conceal nothing from you that I intend to do ; 
all my thoughts, all my resolutions shall be open and known to you in 
time. I wiU precipitate nothing: but also it wiU be impossible for me 
to change my sentiments. 

^ As for you, my incomparable Sister, I have not the heart to turn you 
from your resolves. We think alike, and I cannot condemn in you the 
sentiments which I daily enteitain {^prouve). Life has been given to us 
as a benefit : when it ceases to be such ’ — 1 ‘I have nobody left m this 
world to attach me to it, but you. My friends, the relations I loved 
most, are in the grave ; in short, 1 have lost everything. If you take the 
resolution which I have taken, we end together our misfortunes and our 
unhappiness ; and it will be the turn of them who remain in this world, 
to provide for the concerns falling to their charge, and to bear the weight 
which has lain on us so long. These, my adorable Sister, are sad 
reflections, but suiUble to my present condition. 

^Tbe day before yesterday I was at Gotba' (yes, see above; 
and tomorrow, if I knew it, Seidlitz with pictorial effects will be 
tiiere^. ^ 

‘But it is time to end this long, dreary Letter; which treats almost 
of nothing but my own affairs. I have had some leisure, and have used 
it to open on you a heart filled with admiration and gratitude towards 
you. Yes, my adorable Sister, if Providence troubled itself about human 
^airs, you ought to be the happiest person in the Universe. Your not 
being such, confirms me in the sentiments expressed at the end of my 
Epttre. In conclusion, believe that I adore you, and that I would give 
my life a thousand times to serve you. These are the sentiments which 
wiU animate me to the last breath of my life; being, my beloved Sister, 
ever’— Your— 


* CEttvrts, xxvii. 1. 303-307. 
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Wilhelmina'B Answer^ — hy anticipation, as we taid; written Ufitfe 
September/ while Friedrich was dining at Gotha, in quest of Soubise, 

* Baireuthj Ibth September 1757. My dearest Brother, your LfCtter and 
the one you wrote to Voltaire, my dear Brother, have almost killed me. 
What fatal resolutions, great God ! Ah, my dear Brother, you say you 
love me; and you drive a dagger into my heart. Your EpHre, which I 
did receive, made me shed rivers of tears. I am now ashamed of such 
weakness. My misfortune would be so great' in the issue there alluded 
to, ^that 1 should find worthier resources than tears. Your lot shall he 
mine : I will not survive either your misfortunes or those of the House I 
belong to. You may calculate that such is my firm resolution. 

^But, after this avowal, allow me to entreat you to look back at what 
was the pitiable state of your Enemy when you lay before Prag ! It is 
the sudden whirl of Fortune for both parties. The like can occur again, 
when one is least expecting it. Caesar was the slave of pirates ; and he 
became the master of the world. A great genius like yours finds re- 
sources even when all is lost ; and it is impossible this frenzy can con- 
tinue. My heart bleeds to think of the poor souls in Preussen ' 
(Apraxin and his Christian Cossacks there, — who, it is noted, far excel 
the Calmuck worshippers of the Dalai-Lama). * What horrid barbarity, 
the detail of cruelties that go on there ! I feel all that you feel on 
it, my dear Brother. I know your heart, and your sensibility for your 
subjects. 

suffer a thousand times more than I can tell you; nevertheless 
hope does not abandon me. I received your Letter of the 14th by W,' 
(who W". is, no mortal knows). ' What kindness to think of me, who 
have nothing to give you but a useless affection, which is so richly 
repaid by yours ! I am obliged to finish ; but I shall never cease to be, 
with the most profound respect (tres^profoiid respect/ — that, and some- 
thing still better, if my poor pen were not embarrassed), ^your' — 

WiLHELMINA. 

5*. FriedricEs Response to the Dissuasives of Voltaire (Last of the 
Lamentation-Psalms : ^ Buttstadt, October 9th'). — Voltaire's Dissuasive 
Letter is a poor Piece ; ^ not worth giving here. Remarkable only by 
Friedrich's quiet reception of it ; which readers shall now see, as Finis 
to those Lamentation-Psalms. There is another of them, widely known, 
which we will omit : the Epttre to IfArgens ; * passionate enough, 
wandering wildly over human life, and sincere almost to shrillness, in 
parts ; which Voltaire has also got hold of. Omissible here ; the fixity 

^ (Euvres de Voltaire, Ixxvii. 80-83 Dilias^ early in September 1757 ; no 
date given). 

® In xH, 50-56 (‘Erfurt, 23d September 17^ *). 
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of purpose being plain otherwise to Voltaire and us. Voltaire’s counter- 
arguments are weak, or worse ; ‘That Roman death is not now expected 
of the Philosopher ; that your Majesty wiU, in the worst event, st^ have 
considerable Dominions left, all that your Great-Grandfather had; still 
plenty of resources; that, in Paris Society, an estimable minor^ even 
now thinks highly of you; that in Paris itself your Majesty (does not 
say expressly, as dethroned and going on your travels) ‘would have 
resources 1’ To which beautiful considerations Friedrich answers, riot 
with fire and brimstone, as one might have dreaded, but in this quiet 
manner {Riponse cm Sieur V oltaire) : 

* Je sms hommey il et n 4 powr la souffra/nce ; 

Aux rigueurs du destin 3* oppose ma consioncg.i 

But with these sentiments, I am far from condemning Cato and Otho.^ 
^rhe latter had no fine moment in his life, except that of his death. 
(Breaks-off into Verse :) 

‘ Groyez que si pitais Yoltairey 
Et particulier comme luiy 
Me contentant du n^cessairCf 
Je verrais voUiger la fortune Ughrey — Or, 

to wring the water and the jingle out of it, and give the substance 

in Prose : , 

^Yes, if I were Voltaire and a private man, I could with much com- 
posure leave Fortune to her whirlings and her plungings ; to me, con- 
tented with the needful, her mad caprices and sudden topsy-turvyings 
would he amusing rather than tremendous. 

know the ennui attending on honours, the burdensome duties, the 
jargon of grinning flatterers, those pitiabilities of every kind, those 
details of littleness, with which you have to occupy yourself if set on 
high on the stage of things. Foolish glory has no charm for me, though 
a Poet and King : when once Atropos has ended me forever, what will 
the uncertain honour of living in the Temple of Memory avail? One 
moment of practical happiness is worth a thousand years of imaginary in 
such Temple.-— Is the lot of high people so very sweet, then ? Pleasure, 
gentle ease, true and hearty mirth, have always fled from the great and 
their peculiar pomps and labours. 

" No, it is not fickle Fortune that has ever caused my sorrows ; let her 
smile her blandest, let her frown her fiercest on me, I should sleep every 
night, refusing her the least worship. But our respeclive conditions are 
our law; we are bound and commanded to shape our temper to the 
employment we have undertaken. Voltaire in his hermitage, in a 

1 "I am a man, and therefore born to suffer; to destiny’s rigours my stetd- 
fastness must correspond.*— Quotation from I know not whom. 
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Country ^where is honesty and safety, can devote himself in peace to the 
life of the Philosopher, as Plato has described it But as to me, threatened 
with shipwreck, I must consider how, looking the tempest in the face, 

I can think, can live and can die as a King : 

‘ Pour moi, menaci du naufrage, 

Je doiSi en afrontant Vorage^ 

PenseVy vivre et mourir en roV ^ 

This is of October 9th; this ends, worthily, the Lamenta- 
tion-Psalms ; work having now tumed-up, which is a favour- 
able change. Friedrich’s notion of suicide, we perceive, is by 
no means that of puking-up one’s existence, in the weak sick 
way oijelo de se ; but, far different, that of dying, if he needs 
must, as seems too likely, in uttermost spasm of battle for 
self and rights to the last. From which latter notion nobody 
can turn him. A valiantly definite, lucid and shiningly prac- 
tical soul, — ^with such a power of always expectorating him- 
self into clearness a^ain. If he do frankly wager his life in 
that manner, beware, ye Soubises, Karls and flaccid trivial 
persons, of the stroke that may chance to lie in him ! — 

III. Rumour of an Inroad on Berlin suddenly sets Friedrich 
on March thither: Inroad takes Effect, — with important 
Results, chiefly in a left-hand Form 

October 11th, express arrived, important express from 
General Finck (who is in Dresden, convalescent from Kolin. 
and is even Commandant there, of anything there is to com- 
mand), ‘That the considerable Austrian Brigade or Outpost, 
which was left at Stolpen when the others went for Silesia, 
is all on march for Berlin.’ Here is news ! ‘ The whole 

15,000 of them,’ report adds ; — though it proved to be only 
a Detachment, picked Tolpatches mostly, and of nothing 
like that strength ; shot-off, under a swift General Haddick, 
on this errand. Between them and Berlin is not a vestige of 
force ; and Berlin itself has nothing but palfaades, and perhaps 
a poor 4,000 of garrison. ‘Mardh instantly, you Moritz, 
* CBmrts, xxiii- 14. 
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who lie nearest; cross Elbe at Torgau ; I follow 

orders Friedrich ; ^-and that same night u on march, haa 

cavalry pushed ahead for reinforcement of Montz. 

Frildrich, not doubting but 

scheme among his Enemies, considered^ that the Swed , 
and perhaps the Richelieu French, were in concert ^^thjhis 
^stS movement,_from east, from north, from west 
tol»vasi.m coming on the co,e 
that here at last was work ahead, and plenty of . 
was Friedrich’s opinion, and most other peop es, w en 
Austrian inroad was first heard of: ‘mere f 

to this King,’ as the Gazetteers judged ;-|-eat V 

Srichrjad, rt an^rate, to W Ine with tb^t 

their handfuls of force, to best advantage; 
after Moritz, by Leipzig, Torgau, Berlin-wards, with all his 
• L At Leinzie, in such press of business and interest,— - 
Se by the fohowing phenomenon, what a clear-going soul 
S^fis^li^rhow com^lLy on a level with whatever it may 
be that he is marching towards : 

^Leip<^, Uth October 1757 (Interview with 

.ettle there; ^h-^ady, 

St lor Sofessor oLched, a gigantic gentleman, Reignmg 

German f wh“o tee “usteins,l« Poputo 

mg King Q«TT>iiel defines it having since awakened to itself, 

rpi“ 

a terieky voice, and speaks uncommonly fast) bo^ 
J Hii Me*Mg» to Morite, Orlick, p. 73' 


Rodinbeck, p. Saa (dubion*. o» 
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CIIAJ\VIL| FMIEDItUii IN THUIIINGEN 

Hi ; mu\ % m% Lituritiim mil m forth, of th« 

kiiol tofiy t'uio'oivo* tVlh*i|oy liliirh lioit gmil liioio In tho wsirhl ; 

hiHi hMui>.t‘lt Ihw iimororiioy of rooomr iiiul Dutch 

KowB|t*i|»cr^, *ui llio iiuittrr, foihlmlioil lli*|*tirt of 

ooo of tho htt« of rr^iliiig, »ntl wurili tm oiuifii hit of tiioo* 

rolhM|tiy chilli Ii4%!r*l throo lioorj*| with Iho f routo^t vivionty on both 
; liiii |4 iio|isi^itisi|i% for oiio |irinri|i«l llio roiighuOHH of 

tHoioiOi in »^ifl (for ii»o coiJioiw in Much 

t*«un|*Uii\ I, Muoiy to ilclrntl. ** 11io^ riit»mioi*ol4 of ourM/* ituid the King, 

Ihry iiiilo't ootfi* r^f : inliM Smm* wit Iwv# ; nil to luorc k'n mnl // h ; 

I iihp * Kfiik--- ; ■ your own Numo, for 

! '* * Vt'». owii Nnfiio, HuU^hni^ oio! Mi^oufyiug 

Diittoii,»ii (ilmW withnh * ** Ihoihl, toko ii liitiy Kiuntt 

ill viiiii 1 mil lliP ii«ii Si-hftI Ihiiiiiinii* liy mifl wo ! ** wtiti a wit 

fifim,* ’* FiM" roii*oiiiitilt lo|n*tlifr* llurA, l#«4, W'lmt n imn^ {** mniinutd 
III# ** llmr* ill roiilmist, III# tiso^r tif llib *Hinti4in of llouwcioFt*^ 

i ilniiiah ** ho riiiilil timl lit IJoriiwti with mich 

iiirloilyF* Ao4 »o »ti; hrnnriiltig: Ihtwinh agrfal waiiy |irovliir#«; Kliigfo 
kiiowiiol^# Ilf nil lolomturp* ii#w anil wirl#iil| ** prforiiy i4»loiti«hliJg t# 
in#**; Will I t*ij('»»#tl« Ih# riilirr ro|»oui than 

iilhurw if#, C wol *oiitiiiinry iif lit# «li<ite» wiinj Oottucha'i 

tttiiloilMok to irwwfol# Ih# ll«»u»*rwt Hinnm .lute t#rroii»ii of luoilorat® 
willtiifrt i will liy til# ooi Ilf wiiter tll4 mi, llinl wf wuit It tmxt 

4«y, mill hull *• wiihiii nii lioiir** a gmohiii* Iloyni Amwor In vtrm; 
militif on#* inritloiiinllf , ** Kniiiit Stwwi* Ihmigh on# i* 

ntirlt i lliwi# ! ** tii nwrrti il f liiiiittrrtttf tiiortikig/* mli » 

ittt iiiteriifl#wiit|* fiiurt, •! 

♦Ahwiil 4fty« (nm% tm h% Ihli llilwf liiterrit|it m i|<aiyi)i 

Frlfilrteh, ©it hit t© h»i iiit©ti«r littervfow with ilott- 

tfliwl ; ©f mnlf mtw htiiir* Ihli liw© i— Ini with mmf topl«i t E©«tling of 
mtm CteitMilitif <14# fr»iliyi watery, Tknnki to 

fur iwrh l« ih# Bmm l^w«i | rwullng, too, of * iotoo of 

Mwlftiti IliittertirtF* M4m%f wa©rwnrili, Evory hour 

th# wry fir»t fiwl loworpi lili ©pifiloii ©I ilii Bw«i| tIi} iit 
Itiiglh Cliio^lioofl Itorwii# im »|i|Sf©iii FrWrioh itiil Itiiti ft Kokt iont* 

hf Mill tsy* hut liwl fio forlti©# 

*A aftyiof «f llltfhftll*i to CI©lteshrf,'«-'for Clottaclteil, oo 

‘ N««i» Vi!M, <« « Ulfwif with mme »%««! « Riwn Itt 

I*. {»tih wiiHUmIom ewinmenUriM wad OwrUhinR*, 

dwntMifiR an wufM). NkaiAii dmkdtfm, lil> »Scl»ifa 

* hi Af» 

« 4iilf l« If* fii* 
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rtiat second Leipzig opportunity, went swashing about among the Kings 
tte Twel Ws “still remenihered. They were talking of Shakspeare : 

“ Genial, if you will,” said Gottsched, « hut the Laws of Aristotle ; Fr^ 
Acts, unities strict !”^“AristoUe ? ^ is to hinder a man 

his Tragedy in Ten acts, if it suit him better? Impossib e, 
your Excellency Pooh,” said his Excellency ; “suppose Aristotle, 

^d general Fashion too, had ordered that the clothes of every man were 
to be cut from five ells of cloth : how would the Herr Piofessor like 
Jwith these huge limbs of his) “if he found there were no breeches for 

inm on Aristotle’s account?” Adieu to Gottsched ; most vo ummous of 

men -—who wi-ote a Grammar of the German Language, which, they say, 
S good. I remember always his poor Wife with some pathos ; who was 
a fine graceful, loyal creature, of ten times his mtelligence , d,d no 
end of writing and translating and compiling ® ® 

Lctator thoLands of things from all languages), on order of her Gott- 
sfhed till life itself sank in such enterprises ; never doubting, Jr^caUy 
faitlifJil soul, but her Gottsched was an authentic Seneschal of Phoeb 

and tlie Nine/ ^ 

Monday 17th, at seven, his Majesty pushed-off accordingly; 
cheery he in the prospect of work, whatever his friends in the 
distance be. Here, from Eilenburg, his first stage Torgau- 
way, are a Pair of Letters in notable contrast. 

Wilhelmina to the King (on rumour of Haddick swoln into 
a Triple Invasion, Austrian, Swedish, French) 

Baireuth, ‘ 15tli October 1767. 

‘Mv nnABBBX BKOiHEn,-Death and a thousand to™e“ts <iouW Mt 
enual the frightful state 1 am in. There run reports ^that make me 

shudder Some say you are wounded ; others, dangerously ilL In vam 

fave I tormented lytolf to have news of you ; I can get none. Oh my 
dear Brother, come what may, I wUl not survive you. If I am to con*™"® 
in this frightful uncertainty, I cannot stand it; I shall smk under it, 
and then I shall be happy. 1 have been on the point of ®®“ding * 

courier ; but’ (environed as we are) ‘I durst not. In the name , 

Bid somebody write me one word. ^ , ■ ' ' ; ' 

1 Her Littm, collected by a surviving Lady-Friend, ‘ Briefi der Frau Luist 
Ad^ndt ViUorU (Dresden. I77i-i:77*, 3 

/rj I should suppose, the only Gottsched Piece which anybody would now 

think of reading. 



viL| inmmmvn m TimitiNdEN m 

IHI. t/Wl . t , 

'♦ I kiiim Hilt niHii I hiivu m|r tH*«rt m Um\ in pn^rw; I fVel 

tliHt liy iliiit %i( <tiw|uii'*lii40 Hint iikriii^ I mn Inwniii iny \utrt» Ol^ iny 
ilnttr, |*ity hii tii#. limvini gimiit I Iw in!»tftkt'u, 

iiiiil llitil ynu limy nmhl nii* ; l*iit llm Iwmi lliiiin timt you 

t<» tlii^ htmrl* Hint uliirin^ itsy isfi^rllnn twi ntnrlu I die a 

lliiiimiiitd |irnvklwl yini lived ftml were lm|i|iy ! 

* I mn my im i*wr*% Uriel’ vlinke*! me; uml I rtm euly repent tluii 
ytiiir liile ^tmll Im fiune ; belngi my ilieif Hretlmri yimr - WiLnr.iatiNA,’* 

Wlinl 14 Mlirtit immdriitltin t«tm% like tfie wikily- weeping vniee of 
tliirlHd : ir«ii4nil, |»4iiifnl, getie l*i fnN^ttn imd tihnve pitrli ; Imt 

willi n melinty in ii* dm^nnwirit like iltii Ringing 4d' the titiiw* Isly pmir 
Wllliidwitm ! «« 


III WiiMmmu (hiw ii«l yet mriuHi the AlKivi^ 

♦ ICileiilnirn, ITtli CMni^r 17W* 

*^fv HiRfw, lliiil In III# fi»fl of |ililliiRn|diy tinle#« ime 

iim|tlny It In tl»e ilk^greeiilil# mtitiienl# nf Ilf#? It l« my ileiir 
filiier# llml mnrig# ^iid irmniwii m$dt n#* 

* I mi* iifiw ill mniinis ; mid Imvliig niirf giJt Into tImt, ymi iimy enlenlitle 

I ^hglt finl lliink uf tilting ilnwii eisrf»|tt under improved nmem*. 

if ii’iilrag# Irriliitet even enwnrihi wimi will It 4n in lieirto tlmt Imfe 
rfiiirftge ? 

’ I I thull iiul W nWe to writo for imrlmpt d% week# ; 

wtiieh toil* nwt la Im m whthw to me; l*nl I entrmt pm tii Im ralm 
during lli#*# Inrlmtonl iif#li^i #i»id In wall will* pnUnne# llm mniitli nf 
i laying tm to ll»# l^irnherg N#w»|»ii}wri i*«r to 

*>f III# lltirli, wlilrli are totally Anilrlii*. 

* I mn lirfil w* a dt*g (mmmm an ^klm}, I «wik»rii yoi* will my wlmle 

litarl; Wing wiili tli# iiiwil Mimilm my dw«il 

* ♦ (nl m»im wikm kmr^ mm jNto * ** Kw |in«^lliillty of 

my ymir rnmimm* (iMm ; " III# Fwtirli Imar my 
iiifiie tiieiillniietl/* If »ll | iwii »it lli«y ilmli wit torib#r« llm way 
mill W* In $imk III lliitfii liy milkiii m limt limy may wi^iit tlwir 

Ifiilwriliieitriw mid pfiim, * * 

'Hm? llwldiik mffnir, *lt«r nil Ow niinmir shout % proval 
to Iw tt v»-ry sHiiUl mtttOr. No or Ekhflieu luul 

dwatut of i Iladdids, in the end, w'drce 4,000 

» iMmmH) tit xttvil. i. 308, j09f 

w»l,. vt. B 
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;4?h j j'Ji » 1*1 

witU four t'Hiiiiun i i u? 

will* htH hiiiull gtsrrt''>«i, Ii.’iit »n't Hiiiiduk '<kt!!ull* •»!)ii4»"it 
fhnnii'h wutiKlf., »it({ tH-cn itiui'iiilin! In hhiuhu, uii^:iit 
iimtvhftl nut, am! Ui-atrii n nuijili- «»f \*» i! hh*., 

Il.-uMiflv skillulh a! Ua- U a.- «>f llnlui, 

Kiflt OrliflaT, nlamj l•tl•u■^l in tla- iiuirniiig, di Hiaiiiif.l 

of lilHKOOO thalrr”. { l.'i.tHHI/, 1 , viai jvfibc*! . Im ).'; >it tiitM.hoM 

t>» tin* jnit>r {mliwilf'*, on thf janti lla h* ; * ni ih** 

thinl nhot 4*twji tin- ilmwhiiiiK*' ’ . lO'hol Ih*' 

Milnuh; ami wna not to l»' jni4i<«i mil a^'ain Jn lla- ««(ik 
piirtv Uoflatw wnl to trv it. Itmhow, igooMitl of HmliiuK * 
fojvi\ i»hi'c!«hI otr tlirn-ujiuii for S|iin<iiiiu wtili t!»- Uoval 
(im! ollW-la; liwiiig Uaittiuk luioti-r of the Milnoh, 
iii«i Ik'rliii to oiakv it' «"» biir^aiu otlli loiii. Ilmitln k. 5»i>t 
t’niHtH iml to Iw ijuito ki-}»t from nu'vlmf, rrnniiiii-4 HMi*lin 
of till* hutnii'H, iniuntiii'v uj»mt Ikrliii, for ImUr tinnr'i m 
nmrc : tmii aftin' a giMnl liml of iMirguiiiiiig, Kimoiii of 

i>f \HKW(H., fmiiily of «»i«t • too iio.«in 

jmir of glovoH to ll«* EmjW*** l^uwn.’ nootr off ftlumt foi' 
in tlw morning; wiiul of MoritieV nilvumt* miiliiig oiug« to 
till' H|>ml of Ilmlilii'k.’ * 

Morilz tlitl iirrivv next ovi'itiiig flHlIih Init mill hi* tin-*! 
tniojiK thi'n* wn» no mtfliing of ifmhiit-k, no»* thrj'*' mnnhi-* 
uliffwl. Uoyal Funitly nud i‘ff«Tt.* ii-tiiriiwl from .Sjmmhoi tlo* 
dnv following: hu! in n day or two mori*. rrmniti} to 
Magili'lmrg till tin* fnititnl won* mifi* from *»nh ntfront* 
MiU'li grumbling iigninul Ittrliow. * tVlint roiilil 1 tlo' How 
rmikl 1 know!'’ nnnwoml whow* i*y«**ight nnli’r'il loot 

Ikh'U nono of tin* Inwt. Itfrlin smnrt* to tin* hngth of 
i27,(K)0/, ami an alarm; tnil aowri* (not ijiiiU* mHliirally, 
thinkH Hi'lxow), llml * tin* twiMfux«*n jniir of gUo»** wm* all 
glovw for Urn IHl Imiul,'’ Ik'rliii Imvitig wit, lunl n toorh of 
almnthe in it, cajmbiv of Mirh tiling* ! Friwlrirh hoani tlw 
n«w« at Annabnrg, a iimn’h Iwyoinl 'rorgmi ; aiwi tbrn? 

' /hMm’GmAkkfit, if. !tl*J»litk'» own »«4 li»« Ikili* 

one). 
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i|il* tuiJt 

Hgfiiii untiniilitt, fuv ulHiyf; n wtH^k cuiuiiig; after 
whirls he diMUHTreft Ihni I4ijr/Jg %raul«l ha the pliic(‘ ; and 
ret iiritrd IldUirr, iippiiiiillag a gaiiaml ivadamnw and aiii- 
etiitraliaii tliem 


iVernr ut in the InUrm 

dii?i| ululf llmtdiek wiin Nlidiiig Nwifily ihrtaiji;!i ilu! whhkI.s,, 
Ili*rliii mm tiigh, there manirml a ihirig at Heginishtirg ; 
triigir thing, laft fiaiing in iam%- ■ Idiinla uf Hetvfm^^Aeht^ in 
Mhnii ; iihunt ahii'h all llt^geiiHliurg mm hnith calling or 
halmdng nrrordiiig tu huniiiur; whib Ileriiii wan paying ili 
raiiMnii and left hand ghne.?^, iine iiioitienlH patiHe uptai ihiHi 
ihoiigh oiir ha^tn m grent. 

* Itiel Itii4 Oa lUii nf llit^ lliaeli rrmly far Frietirirli | iHiuim 

fuMlfniiii tnal idt eUr rMiit|deli^ i iiailihi|C new wiiiUinl Imt ta 

i Italia an liiin. *»r ** itiwnniatin ** jI. nil.a iitni» m flirir |4iriiHr Im; — 
wliirli biller ewaniind |»ann ataai®ianH mmrn .plaikiitir «*.f ftimgertmH, 

^rrvlnn i'llalla in llail ^nmim : mal W'lail art iff ta i«tiiti|i:i^ie it iiita 
llitt lannb i#f tarli a mief ** Ii.a»nnii4ta *1 here inta I'lalha'Hi Imiai ; 
llait i« lira tiieflaah Mul llml w4l feallkar T* inal rlname ini 

niihirtainila liiarli# Nufary, Mr. Arrdh la da it; wlia, in naiMieratw 
ilwiifery «lyhn g'lvet Ilia tnihmmg nlfiwling re|iarl» wainlartuh bii 
iiitidh^itila (filial iilirnbe*l| : 

*nti 4 liii* III nniia wal renaia yaitr niff wilmiinwnnnliiig 

Itaniinpiii. nmnmnrkm im it k A|iriil httiwidf tiiiit na mnn^ 

mmwm^ fia iiiiitier ^Inrtin ’* In Ika Smiw «f Ilia .Mant llbli lhal, tiai 

iHiltier, Ham »tiii llaly idat«l| .linra;* * ww glviai* Wmlmmhy I2tl» 

Oetahrr, in llta \mf after I ear *lia*r ninl Hnvlaarb lllrtlg 
ITA7 Ye»r«, Ta me taair^ni^ 4a»e|4tiiti Afirill, »wnrii liiiiw^rUrli 

Xaliiriii* ptilihrim* III ni|, baling, rir4--tlaar rranling wnilin In diirati 
Virnr«*l»r tin* lnnkee|an'‘» Ifan^e liere nl llegiii»litirgi ridliHl tiui EihI- 
Ht#f/ lar intiinaitlaii inta flatlat 5 

Willi uliirh iaiiaiin Piere* A|iritl pnwmilml mnt iby, llnirediiy^ 
g p,m ^ la Pliitlm'* dw'elling'jilfti*#^ ilenerilieil with irrr- 

lr»giilatfty ; iiiah raiiiiittiP» Afirilh *diil hf n mmimt af the Ilwr 

Ainhiwiftdai* ran PlalliaV» wnnaiinea niywtf; mliliiig Ihiil I htnl Haiin4.liiiig 
la hiy la hb lUMlmff, il’ ha wiiitlii |ih^a l« inliint mtn Ta wihrit 
Ilia iirrr Aiiitiii»fi4t*r hy tlia wrvMil mnt mwwer* tliiit lie wn# ill 
willi n rahh ^nnt llwl I itiiglil lii t»b wlmi I Inwl in »y* 
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' ^ *5 It « ♦ ' 8 i • • 

llljf, ^ I r«»|»iw tiiv »«.■»■« **■« ill 

Wlliw HWViltii miiH’ ililimatiMr* th-%l I tMill lMii-iMif.»H 

111 liunn/ 

‘luiiNirnm', iil ih 0 tir«4« »•! I ti4*) llil> 


|HiJtrttyillv III' iIm** |4#%*' tai«i 

lllpl |lilM||||04| la^ V|I ulrtlft 'i |.fmrr4r4 

iltfriniiiMin thi^ umm ii|» **»■ ** 41 ^ tb.- 

iij»| 4 trtriji*tirr»* mliirr ihmi mw ita^* il»ii l|».ff 

Awlm^»«tii*r Fwiii^tf viiii »h», i»«i «» wp «r.»i 

Wtwlll|f» »ll*|»i bi llimtjftil", lf^f♦*^i||ts. It -s.|»l0 «i^w*r . in lilt 
unit witli tlsi^ wtir*l»» mm m-hml liatf* m m} 

* I llii»ri’y|wiS 4 iili|il ililit t*i« Is.ali4 tSmink »li4 *wii4 #4J«I III 

iwl iyitltii»|f„ Piitlin rni’r*; inrrrlv l«»«4wi I4 p mm%p 

rilltifi t’PIlii* will* ini m laihui; Hyil »*j ii*|.|i4’i» l^i in 
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|iHvitlf 4 y, nmltl }*mf E%rit||itiii a, Hmmk* 1t%*m il.*' 
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>4h«iilil 111*1 pwi# mitiii lilfii ! *' Ill« i;i# 0 lkiif ir^l l«ili Ifc# nmim •mi 
mljwnrk frtini Its#; umi lw»liliii him %lwm 1 ** **## •li*i %h»f *#f'«** t»i» 
l»riCtsi ti* risiisiir, ^**4 m-mm # 11 # r !•» * Imt# fm*f# , 

will Ml lili Ittttklttn ill#siilr#ly «l iHImHm I*# l»ri«ltp iiii»»t|Ml#f4 

nth ritfPi mi llii .1 ts# rtmltl iiiii «ltli * 115 ? lung#? ; t«il *llti 

litiftilsig fi##, iiiil kitli #rtisii lipl4 ris 4 i#«i rliai^ let mw, ♦Ifi#li«niii4 
ili lib rlulst -His4 lir#ii.#"'*iiii Iti llil« ftitKi 

PMhih * ** WItitI ; {biiliiniirrrit'K yitii iirti«ii4f#l * *’ 

ApM» It b wy l-tHlr#,, I 4» li** In nfillP tif f*|iirl* 

tim Fn4!i#rf vmi Flntln* f#ll «ii nw iilili nil fingmi »w l»f tk# 

frwii i»f Ih# rliink, m* 4 liislti * 

i*kihn» * ** Tnkt ii t««k» stlli'llttiii V* Ati4 *w» I rp#«l#4 «m«, Im’ 

«iurli It In ss|wit flip* msdi II ittwii silik ill l^l•##tl itiy 

mni mnl wwlntiHiiil ; iii4| ilill Imlfliiii tiw l*f Ik# # 1^1 r«IW iw «!*» 
twn ifmntii witn kid Iwis iliWi *’ Fling lil»i ittirti itniw!''-' mUth 
tnfltig fillnwi, iiid In ito itirry^ illtl iinl ii«f 

^wltn Ici tin (** Miiili itir, yni4 *^1 iinfiw* * iiiil m in# »ni 

Exeillwiii Flnilm rtllritsi' llirfiiiifl* lib niid III* IWIf 

iirvMili i’lni it flr«l Iwd nii tilt •liirt* ||fe#wi^ •» I 

f(it sttstkr r#|i<in* In incl In li# Fnltuftf 

ftiiil Iltieki Ulit^ wills tiwnn In wiy §fmJ 
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What became of Reichs Ban after this^ ask not. It fell dead by 
Friedrich's victories now at hand ; rose again into life on Friedrich's 
misfortunes (August 1758)^ threatening to include George Second in it ; 
upon which the Corpus Emngelicorum made some counter-mumblement ; 
— and, I have heard, the French privately advised: ^Better drop it; 
these two Kings are capable of walking out of you, and dangerously 
kicking the table over as they go ! ' — Whereby it again feU dead, 
positively for the last time, and, in short, is worth no mention or 
remembrance more. 

Corpus JEJvangeUcorum had always been against Reichs Ban: a few 
Dissentients, or Half-Dissentients excepted, — as Mecklenburg wholly 
and with a will ; foolish Anspach wholly ; and the Anhalts haggling 
some dissent, and retracting it (why, I never knew) ;—for which Meck- 
lenburg and the Anhalts, lying within clutch of one, had to repent 
bitterly in the years coming ! Enough of all that. 

The Haddick invasion, which had got its gloves, left- 
hand or not, and part of its road expenses, brought another 
consequence much more important on the per-contra side. 
The triumphing, te-deum-ing and jubilation over it, — ^ His 
Metropolis captured; Royal Family in flight T — ^I'aised the 
Dauphiness Army, and especially Versailles, into such en- 
thusiasm, that Dauphiness came bodily out (on order from 
Versailles); spread over the Country, plundering and insulting 
beyond example ; got herself reinforced by a 16,000 from 
the Richelieu Army; crossed the Saale; determined on taking 
Leipzig, beating Friedrich, and I know not what. Keith, in 
Leipzig with a small Party, had summons from Soubise's 
vanguard (October 24th): Keith answered, He would bum 
the suburbs ; — upon which, said vanguard, hearing of Fried- 
rich'’s advent withal, took itself rapidly away. And Soubise 
and it would fain have recrossed Saale, I have understood, 
had not Versailles been peremptory. 

In a word, Friedrich arrived at Leipzig October 26th; 
Ferdinand, Moritz and all the others coming or already come: 
and there is something great just at hand. Friedrich s stay 
in Leipzig was only four days. Cheering prospect of work 
now ahead here add to this, assurance from Pi^ssen that 
Apraxin is fairly going home, and Lehwald coming to loo 
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tUmit M«». ftSiS. PP- 9 *^ ‘o* i' HaWMWtM le MMelwII.* wa 

Pitt’i iMllgstiw, • loth Oc!««*er i?S 7 ,' li ih* dsj* 

toynl goi Iww® Sn^tl I ii« ■ 


cUAJ-.vin.l BATTLE 0 ¥ ROSSBACH S6S 

SlnWrUrfiir «n«*. ‘ E«>gl«>Hl *»«« tnkpn long to produce a 

gmit iua«; Mitchfl! ; ‘But here » one at last !’ 


fHABTKR Vin 

HATti.E OF ItOSSnACH 

I'*itn «>»»■« 1«‘B b‘ip/ig SHiulay October dOth; encamped, 
that night, on the famou- I’iehl of Liil/.«u with the vanguard, 
he OtH o«iah and M«yer with him. who did Home Imwk Huntmg- 
hotne of »h«t French there were); Keith and Duke herdmand 
following, with main lawly »«d rear. 

Mtiveittenii. «« the HiH.hi»e4lildhurghauH«m part arc all 
r..tr.iirrmle again ; ran Daujihimwii Bclhma <lo nothing, then, 
ahutUe fiWwanlH «nd then to-kwimln acconling to 
p'riedrieh'* id»en«’ or pnwenee? 'Hjc SonhjHe-Hddburghauaen 
Army dtiea immoiiiately withdraw .m thin ocewion, on the 
former; ami niaheH for the aafe aide the Hnalc again, rapidly 
retreating l»fo«’ Frii'ilrich. wh»i w not ahovc one to two of 
them,- more like one to three, now tlmt Broghon lMa<^- 
,ue»it i» come to l»t»d. Bmgli«» got to MerKehnrg October 

g<ith, gti«» atrong;-m»wlcmhly out J’f > 

ttiitl gl«l to haw done with such a march, an<l 

*,n« Friend ; a man who came to »ome mark, and to a ^ 
III rr tmnhle. in thl. War; and end«l, rr-mlen. know how, 

, t the Hiege of the Ikatilte tWrtytwo yearn afterwanls . 

Z ^ nat«l. nroglb. by onler, 

Halle, to gmwl bridge thew ; bimhine mmU 

him to MerwWrg, on n aiimlar 
niUllmrglmnwn to take elmrgB f ^ill h^edriS 

th. of 

• Ptan, tad «rf »eh 
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the Bridge ; and so keep firing, answered by the Prussians, 
with much noise and no great mischief, till S p.m., when the 
Bridge is quite gone (Tollkeeper'’s Lodge and all), and the 
enterprise of crossing there had plainly become impossible. 

Friedrich quickly, about a mile farther down the River, 
has picked-out another crossing-place, in the interim, and 
founded some new adequate plank or raft bridge there ; 
which, by diligence all night, will be crossable tomorrow. 
So that, except for amusing the enemy, the cannonading may 
cease at Weissenfels. A certain Due de Crillon, in command 
at this Weissenfels Bridge-burning and cannonade, has a 
chivalrous Anecdote (amounting nearly to zero when well 
examined) about saving or sparing Fiiedrich’s life on this 
interesting occasion : How, being now on the safe side of the 
River, he Crillon with his staff taking some refection of 
breakfast after the furious flurry there had been ; there came 
to him one of his Artillery Captains, stationed in an Island 
in the River, asking, ‘ Shall I shoot the King of Prussia, 
Monseigneur ? He is down reconnoitering his end of the 
Bridge : shaVt I, then ? ’ To whom Crillon gives a glass of 
wine and smilingly magnanimous answer to a negative effect.^ 
Concerning which, one has to remark. Not only, that 

the Artillery Captain'^s power of seeing Friedrich (which is 
itself uncertain) would indeed mean the power of aiming at 
him, but differs immensely from that of hitting him with 
shot ; so that this ^ Shall I kill the King? ^ was mainly 
thrasonic wind from Captain Bertin. But secondly, that there 
is no ^ Island ’ in the River thereabouts, for Captain Bertin to 
fire from ! So that probably the whole story is wind or little 
more : dreamlike, or at best some idle thrasonic-theoretic 
question, on the part of Bertin; proper answer thereto (con- 
sisting mainly of a glass of wine) from Monseigneur : — -all 
which, on retrospection, Monseigneur feels, or would fain feel, 
to have been not theoretic-thrasonic but practical, and of a 

1 ^ MMatres miUtatres de Louis, etc.. Due de Crillon (Paris, 1791), p. 166’; 
—«s cited by Preuss, iL 88. 
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mtlnT gotilikt- imtiK*'. y.trn iiDtiiiU, iw wr suitl ; Frifdm-h 

tluiuk?* \*iu Citr /tTit, Miitfji'igntiU'. 

Ftussiittm uinr bilivtnl in tin* Tnwii thiit itiglij,* snvs 
*nir Sunitr ; • nntl in nunn it thiw winin («» Im Iwnn'tv 

nifit, H««l » vi-n thiit) ntuf ninnn if, All wjw (inh-t, 

Ihrtiiij'h tlif night ; tin- I'lvinh inn! fhn Ifch-hs folk wnre 
thnwii Iwrk tiimii tin* higln-i- gionin!'.. /thnnt Hnrgwcrhcn anti 
on to 'Fagwfilti-n ; mnl m* oiw thoir Miildtlirfs htirning.* 
F'riftirifh'*. IStitigr iiioantthih-, niiimtlfstt d h) tin* cnoinv, is 
gi-tting 

Kfith, htoking nmois tti ,Mi (Hohorg nn the niomns iimni' 
ing fTni-Mim No\, 1 s| ), nhifln-r }|«* IomI iiianlntl tlin-ff with 
(ho t»(h**«' HhU" of tin* Arniv,(iniis I'ili'i'sdnn'g Brhlgi* dcstrovoil, 
or hroki i» i anti >niihi • with ImltorioN on Ihi* farthrr nith*, 
intomiing to iloj.iito Ih.* jtawaigr. KVitli th*s|Mihhtw Ihikn 
Fordinniwi fo Ifnih*, anollnr Iwi-Im* mih** »hnvn, who limis 
Hnllc Hriiigf «h**iti«nril in hk<* nianin i, nmJ Brogltn intfiiding 
to tii*tj»uti‘ t whuh, ho»fu i% no >«-oot»l tlnaighls, nintia i* of 
thorn did, Frnihi. h'- n. « lliidgo at llorron .Mnhh* ( /.wi/ 
nhipx' Milt'i i<t of mmso an inijaataiil jioint tt» thom ; 
hViodrioh'*' jiasHtigr mo* nio,l i|i>.}*nto ' ‘ i^ t ns full hnok,* 

wiy Ihov, 'mat rank mir-ahoi. a Uttlo ; wo «»• hO ttr f»t),<M>0 
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'I'ho ooinhinoti Arinv, ' nanjihimim,' or whidovor wr ««• to 
onlJ it, do*** on H lahiotHlii* niorniitg (,S*»voiidHT 2*1) giithof-in 
it«i oanmm and ontskirl*, and givo n|» tlio Siudo tjiioalion ; 
rotiii* hindwarti* to tho highor groiindK wimo tnilon ; and 
lUlligontly got ilsolf nnitial, iind into onlor of hntth* ladtor 
or worw', iM'ar tho k dingo tif Ikliirholn (whioh timaim Kirk 
jtfiofntrf, ami in diJI wrilfon • Smut Mkhd' hy «ntm* on thin 
m'**iwion), i'lioro Ifmijihiiiowi tnkoa jHtat, haniing on tho 
hoights, not in a wry m-iiaditir way; Joaving Koith and 
I'Vrdiiiand to rohnild thoir liridgt** tinmoloaiwl, and all 
Frnnaiann lu ronio aorow at dinorotioa. AVhich they havo 


• Sikuich <4 I'taa, end of vol, 
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diligently done(^d-3d November), by their respective Bridges; 
and on Thursday afternoon are all across, encamped at Bedra, 
in close neighbourhood to Miicheln ; which Friedrich has 
been out reconnoitering, and finds that he can attack next 
morning very early. 

Next morning, accordingly, ‘^by 2 o'clock, with a bright 
moon shining,' Friedrich is on horseback, his Army following. 
But on examining by moonlight, the enemy have shifted their 
position ; turned on their axis, more or less, into new wood- 
patches, new batteries and bogs ; which has greatly mended 
their affair. No good attacking them so, thinks Friedrich ; 
and returns to his Camp ; slightly cannonaded, one wing of 
him, from some battery of the enemy; and immoderately 
crowed-over by them : ^ Dare not, you see ! Tried, and was 
defeated ! ' cry their newspapers and they, — for one day. 
Friedrich lodges again in Bedra this night, others say in 
Rossbach ; shifts his own Camp a little ; left wing of it now 
at Rossbach {Horse-Brook^ or Beck^ soon to be a world-famous 
Hamlet) : the effects of hunger on the Dauphiness, so far 
from her supplies, will, he calculates, be stronger than on 
him, and will bring her to better terms shortly. Dauphiness 
needs bread ; one may have fine clipping at the skirts of 
her, if she try retreat. That Dauphiness would play the 
prank she did next morning, Friedrich had not ventured to 
calculate. 

Catastrophe of Dauphiness (Saturday 5 th November 1757) 

Meandering Saale is on one of his big turiis, as he passes 
Weissenfels; turning, pretty rapidly here, from south-eastward, 
which he was a dozen miles ago, round to north-eastward 
again or northward altogether, which he gets to be at 
Merseburg, a dozen farther down. Right across from Weis- 
senfels, lapped in this crook of the Saale, or washed by it on 
south side and on east, rises, with extreme laziness, a dull 
circular lump of country, six or eight miles in diameter ; with 
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Rossbach and half-a-dozen other scraggy sleepy Hamlets 
scattered on it which, till the morning of Saturday 5th 
November 1757, had not been notable to any visitor. The 
topmost point or points, for there are two (not discoverable 
except by tradition and guess), the country people do call Hills 
Janus-Hugel^ Pbhen-Hugely — Hill sensible to wagon-horses, in 
those bad loose tracks of sandy mud, but unimpressive on the 
Tourist, who has to admit that there seldom was so flat a Hill. 
Rising, let us guess, forty yards in the three or four miles it 
has had. Might be called a perceptibly potbellied plain, 
with more propriety ; flat country, slightly puffed-up ; — in 
shape not steeper than the mould of an immense tea-saucer 
would be. Tea-saucer 6 miles in diameter, 100 feet in depth, 
and of irregular contour, which indeed will sufiiciently represent 
it to the reader’s mind. 

Saale, at four or five miles distance, bounds this scra^y 
lump on the east and on the south. Westward and north- 
ward, springing about Mucheln on each hand, and setting off 
to right and to left Saale-ward, are what we take to be two 
brooks ; at least are two hollows : and behind these, the 
country rises higher ; undulating still on lazy terms, but now 
painted azux'e by the distance, not unpleasant to behold, with 
its litter all lapped out of sight, and its poor brooks tinkling 
forward (as we judge) into the Saale, Merseburg way, or 
reverse- wise into the Unstrut, the last, big branch of Saale. 
Southward from our Janus Height, eight or nine miles off‘, 
may be seen some vestige of Freiburg ; steeple or gilt 
weathercock faintly visible, on the Unstrut yonder ; — ^which I 
take to be Soubise’s bread-basket at present. And farther 
off, and opposite the mouth of the Unstrut, well across the 
Saale, lies another nameable Town (visible in clear weather, as 
a smoke-cloud at certain hours, about meal-time, when the 
kettles are on boil), the Town of Naumburg,— one of several 
German Naumburgs,— the Naumburg of Gustaf Adolf ; where 
his slain body lay, on the night of Liitzen Battle, with his 
poor Queen and others weeping over it. Naumburg is on the 
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other side of Saale, not of importance to Soubise in such 
posture. 

This is the circular block, or lump of country, on the north 
or north-west side of which Friedrich now lies, and which will 
become, he little thinks how memorable on the morrow. Over 
the heights, immediately eastward of Friedrich, there is a kind 
of hollow, or scooped-out place; shallow valley of some extent, 
which deserves notice against tomorrow : but in general the 
ground is lazily spherical, and without noticeable hollows or 
valleys when fairly away from the River. A dull blunt lump 
of country; made of sand and mud, — may have been grassy 
once, with broom on it, in the pastoral times ; is now under 
poor plough-husbandry, arable or scratchable in all parts, and 
looks rather miserable in winter-time. No vestige of hedge 
on it, of shrub or bush ; one tree, ugly but big, which may 
have been alive in Friedrich’s time, stands not far from 
Rossbach Hamlet ; one, and no more, discoverable in these 
areas. 

Various Hamlets lie sprinkled about : very sleepy, rusty, 
irregular little places; huts and cattle-stalls huddled down, 
as if shaken from a bag; much straw, thick thatch and 
crumbly mud-brick ; but looking warm and peaceable, for 
the Fourfooted and the Twofooted ; which latter, if you 
speak to them, are solid reasonable people, with energetic 
German eyes and hearts, though so ill-lodged. These 
Hamlets, needing shelter and spring-water, stand generally 
in some slight hollow, if well up the Height, as Rossbach is; 
sometimes, if near the bottom, they are nestled in a sudden 
dell or gash,— work of the primeval rains, accumulating from 
above, and ploughing-out their way. The rains, we can see, 
have been busy ; but there is seldom the least stream visible, 
bottom being too sandy and porous. On the western slope, 
there is in our time a kind of coal, or coal-dust, dug up ; in 
the way of quarrying, not of mining ; and one or two big 
chasms of this sort are confusedly busy : the natives mix this 
valuable coal-dust with water, mould it into bricks, and so 
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use as fuel : one of the features of these hamlets is the strange 
black bricks, standing on edge about the cottage-doors, to 
drip, and dry in the sun. For this or for other reasons, the 
westward slope appears to be the best; and has a major 
share of hamlets on it : B.ossbach is high up, and looks over 
upon Miicheln, and its dim belfry and appurtenances, which 

lie safe across the hollow, perhaps two miles olF, safe from 

Friedrich, if there were eatables and lodging to be had in 
such a place. Friedrich’s left wing is in Bossbach. Bedra 
where Friedrich’s right wing is ; Branderode where the Soubise 
right is; then Grost, Schevenroda, Zeuchfeld, Pettstadt, 
Lunstadt, — especially Reichartswerben, where Soubise’s right 
will come to he : these the reader may take note of in his 
Map. Several of them lie in ashes just then ; plundered, re- 
plundered, and at last set fire to ; so busy have Soubise’s 
hungry people been, of late, in the Country they came to 
‘deliver.’ The Freiburg road, the Naumburg road, both 
towards Merseburg, cross this Height; straight like the 
string, Saale by 'Weissenfels being the bow. 

The Herrenhaus (Squire’s Mansion) still stands in Ross- 
bach, with the littery Hamlet at its flank : a high, pavilion- 
roofed, and though dilapidated, pretentious kind of House ; 
®ome kind of court round it, some kind of hedge or screen of 
brushwood and brickwall: terribly in need of the besom, it 
and its environment throughout. King, I suppose, did lodge 
there overnight . certain it is the Squire was absent ; and the 
Squire’s Man, three days afterwards, reported to him as 
follows ;**■»< Saturday the 5th, about 8 a.m., his Majesty 
mounted to the roof of the Herrenhaus here, some tiles having 
been removed ’ (for that end, or by accident, is not said J 
‘ and saw how the French and Reichs Army were getting in 
movement,’— -wriggling out of their Camp leftwards, evidently 
aiming towards Grost. ‘In about an hour, near half their 
Army was through Grost, and had turned southward, rather 
south-eastward, from Grost, out in the Rossbach and Alms- 
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dorf region, and proceeding still towards Pettstadt,’ ^towOTck 
Schevenroda more precisely, not towards Pettstadt yet. ^ His 
Majesty looked always through the perspective : and to me 
was the grace done to be ever at his side, and to name for 
him the roads the French and Reichs Army was marching.' 

The King had heard of this phenomenon hours before, a,nd 
had sent out hussars and scouts upon it ; but now sees it with 
his eyes:— ‘Going for Freiburg, and their bread-cupboard,’ 
thinks the King ; who does not as yet make much of the 
movements; but will watch it well, and calculates -to have a 
stroke at the rear end of it, in due season. With which 
view, the cavalry, Seidlitz and Mayer, are ordered to saddle ; 
foot regiments, and all else, to be in readiness. This French- 
Reichs Dauphiness is not rapid in her field-exercise ; and has 
a great deal of wriggling and unwinding before she can fairly 
pick herself out, and get forward towards Schevenroda on the 
Freiburg road. In three or in two parallel columns, artillery 
between them, horse ahead, horse arear; haggling alone there; 
—making for their bread-baskets, thinks the King. A body 
of French, horse chiefly, under St. Germain, come out, in the 
Schortau-Almsdorf part, with some salvoing and prancing, as 
if intending to attack about Rossbach, where our left wing is : 
hut his Majesty sees it to be a pretence merely; and St. 
Germain, motionless, and doing nothing but cannonade a 
little, seems to agree that it is so. Dauphiness continues her 
slow movements ; King, in this Squire’s Mansion of Rossbach, 
sits down to dinner, dinner with Ofiicers at the usual hour of 
noon, — little dreaming what the Dauphiness has in her head. 

Truth is, the Dauphiness is in exultant spirits, this morn- 
ing; in tendin g great things against a certain ‘little Marquis 
of Brandenburg,’ to whom one does so much honour. Generals 
looking down yesterday on the King of Prussia’s Gamp, able 
to count every man in it (and half the men being invisible, 
owing to bends of the ground), counted him to 10,000 or so ; 
and had sdd, ‘Pshaw, are not we above 50,000 ; let us end 
1 Muller, p. 50; Rodenbeck. p. 326. 
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it! T«k.. him «m Uk hft. Hmiml ^^u!uk.i., till wt* g.-t upon 
hw h*rt. nmi moil iijum hin n*i*r uitlml, St. (it-rmain ctKipornt- 
mg mt tho <.t!mr M.h* (»r him : »,) Mt, mi m»r, on fnmt, at 
Ihr itnmo mt.mt'nt* ift not that n wm- gnmo?* A vory lieklish 
gam*', Hns«m> .i»ly wtgin ioiw l.loytt: ‘.No ganuTHl will porniit 
himwlf to in* laKmi in ihmk with hia own oia-n; anil Iho King 
of FftotHiii in thi- unlikrlu'nt you rotthl try it with !’ ^ 

I lying it titiauiwhih' thoy nri'; iiiHi't'hing nUmg Ijy tJj^i 
grotimlH hor.*, inh n.iing to fOMa-p giiHhiallv UftwanlH lownnla 
.htmw Hill ijuiirlor; llni-n to iiw,-«.p hoiim upon him. coil him 
tip, h‘U Aiui mar amJ front, in Ihrir hoa-foiistriftor fokl«, mul 
rnttl his Irith' of an Army ami him, * Why not, if wts do our 
thity lit all, aimihihito in* tritlc of nti Army; laktj hiiuM'if 
prlwimr, ami mi rwl it?* Urporl wya, .Whiw hmi milly, 
ill WJimt mompiit of »mthuaiiw.m iatoty, warmtl tlm VtTMiliJ 
jmjmlatbiia to »m}Na't atmh n thing ; ami Uml th« Ihirheiw of 
Orlratia, forgotfo! of pt«»r King tauiia'a pn^*ita>, hwl in /jrr 
wiUmaiiwm, l• 1 ^t•Uilm•^i : * Tmit wirii.r, I ohiiil at liutl hw a King, 
then 1 itnt jmrhapa it ia a men! |'’r»!n«'h epigram, aneh iw 

the wimlii often generate then', ami put down for fact 

Frintrieh'a retnait to Weimmfeli. b mt-off for Friethieh ; im 
Auatriaii jwrty ha» la-en at the llerreii-Mtihle Jlritigc tliia 
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state of G-audi’s stomachic part, which is still known m 
traditionaiy circles, but is not mentionable here) ; — and went, 
with due gravity, himself to the roof, with his Officers. ^ ‘ To 
the left, sure enough; meaning to attack us there : the 
filing Friedrich had despaired of is voltintarily coming, then ; 
—and it is a thing of stem qualities withal ; a wager of life, 
with, glorious possibilities behind. 

Friedrich earnestly surveys the phenomenon for some 
minutes; in some minutes, Friedrich sees his way through 
it, at least into it, and how he will do it. Off, eastward ; 
march ! Swift are his orders ; almost still swifter the fulfil- 
ment of them. Prussian Army is a nimble article in cona- 
parison with Dauphiness ! In half an houris time, all is 
packed and to the road ; and, except Mayer and certain Pree- 
Corps or light-Horse, to amuse St. Germain and his Almsdorf 
people, there is not a Prussian visible in these localities to 
French eyes. « At half-past two,’ says the Squire’s Man, — 
or let us take him a sentence earlier, to lose nothing of such 
a Document: ^At noon his Majesty took dinner; sat till 
about two o’clock ; then again went to the roof ; and per- 
ceived that the Enemy’s Army at Pettstadt were turning 
about the little Wood there north-eastward, as if for LunstMt’ 
(into the Lunstadt road) ^ such cannonading too,’ from 
those Almsdorf people, ^that the balls flew over our heads,’ 
—or I tremulously thought so. At half-past two, the word 
was given, March! And good speed they made about it, in 
this Herrenhaus, and out of doors too, striking their tents, 
and cording-up and trimly shouldering everything with in- 
credible brevity,’ as if machinery were doing it; ^ and at 
three, on the Prussian part, all was packed and out into the 
court for being carried off; and, in fact, the Prussian Army 
was on march at three.’ Seidlitz, with all his Horse, vanish- 
ing, round the comer of the Height; speeding along, invisible 
on his northern slope thmre, straight for the Janus-Polzen 
Hill part ; the Infantry following, double-quick ; — well know- 
ing, eadh, what he has got to do. 
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But at this interesting point, the Editors,— small 
to them, authentic but thrice-stupid mortals, — cut short our 
Eye-witness, not so much as telling us his name, some of 
them not even his date or whereabouts ; and so the curtain 
tumbles down (as if its string had been cut, or suddenly 
eaten by unwise animals), and we are left to grey hubbub, 
and our own resources at secondhand. Except only that a 
French Officer, — one of those cannonading from Almsdorf, 
no doubt, declares that ^ it was like a change of scene in 
the Opera (dicoration cCOpera),'^ so very rapid; and that 
‘they all rolled-off eastward at quick time.’ At extremely 
quick time ; and soon, in the slight hollow behind Janus 
Hligel, vanished from sight of these Almsdorf French, and 
of the Soubise-Hildburghausen Army in general. Which 
latter is agreeably surprised at the phenomenon ; and draws 
a highly flattering conclusion from it. ‘ Gone, then ; off at 
double-quick for Merseburg ; aha ! ’ think the Soubise-Hild- 
burghausen people : ‘ Double-quick you too, my pretty men, 
lest they do whisk away, and we never get a stroke at 
them!’ — 

Seidlitz meanwhile, with his cavalry (thirty-eight squadrons, 
about 4,000 horse), is rapidly doing the order- he has had. 
Seidlitz at a sharp mili-tary trot, and the infantry at double- 
quick to keep-up near him, which they cannot quite do, are, 
as we have said, making right across for the Pdlzen-Hill and 
Janus-Hill quarter; their route the string, French route the 
bow ; and are invisible to the French, owing to the heights 
between. Seidli-tz, when he gets to -the proper point east- 
ward, will wheel about, front to southward, and be our left 
wing ; infantry, as centre and right, will appear in like 
manner ; and — we shall see I 

The exultant Dauphiness, or Soubise-Hildburghausen Army 
(let us call it, for brevity’s sake, Dauphiness or French, which 

I.etter in MUlltr, p. 6o. In IVesi^haltn (ii, 128-133) is a much superior 
French Letter, intercepted somewhere, and fallen to Duke Ferdinand; well 

worth reading, OH Rossbaeh and the previons Affairs. 
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it mainly was), on that rapid disappearance of the Prussians, 
never doubted but the Prussians were off on flight for Merse- 
burg, to get across by the Bridge there. Whereat Dauphiness, 
doubly exultant, mended her own pace, cavalry at a sharp 
trot, infantry double-quick, but unable to keep up,- — for the 
purpose of capturing or intercepting the runaway Prussians. 
Speed, my friends, — if you would do a stroke upon Priedrich, 
and show the Versailles people a King at last ! Thus they, 
hurrying on, in two parallel columns, — infantry, long floods 
of it, coming double-quick but somewhat fallen behind ; 
cavalry 7,000 or so, as vanguard, — ^faster and faster ; sweep- 
ing forward on their southern side of the Janus-and-Polzen 
slope, and now rather climbing the same. 

Seidlitz has his hussar pickets on the top, to keep him 
informed as to their motions, and how far they are got. 
Seidlitz, invisible on the south slope of the Polzen Plugel, 
finds about half-past three p.m. that he is now fairly ahead of 
Dauphiness ; Seidlitz halts, wheels, comes to the top, ^ Got 
the flank of them, sure enough ! ’ — and without waiting 
signal or farther orders, every instant being precious, rapidly 
forms himself; and plunges down on these poor people. 

^ Compact as a wall, and with an incredible velocity (d\me 
mtesse incroyahle)^ says one of them. Figure the astonish- 
ment of Dauphiness ; of poor Broglio, who commands the 
horse here. Taken in flank, instead of taking other people ; 
intercepted, not in the least needing to intercept ! Has no 
time to form, though he tried what he could. Only the two 
Austrian regiments got completely formed ; the rest very 
incompletely; and Seidlitz, in the blaze of rapid steel, is in 
upon them. The two Austrian regiments, and two French 
that are named, made what debate was feasible; — courage 
nowise wanting, in such sad want of captaincy ; nay, Soubise 
in person galloped into it, if that could have helped. But 
from the first, the matter was hopeless ; Seidlitz slashing it 
at such a rate, and plunging through it and again through it, 
thrice, some say four times : so that, in the space of half an 
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hour, this luckless cavalry was all tumbling off the ground ; 
plunging down-hill, in full flight, across his own infantry or 
whatever obstacle, Seidlitz on the hips of it ; and galloping 
madly over the horizon, towards Freiburg as it proved ; and 
was not again heard of that day. 

In about half an hour that bit of work was over; and 
Seidlitz, with his ranks trimmed again, had drawn himself 
southward a little, into the Hollow of Tageswerben, there to 
wait impending phenomena. For Friedrich with the Infantry 
is now emerging over Janus Hill, in a highly thunderous 
manner, — eighteen pieces of artillery going, and ‘ four big 
guns taken from the walls of Leipzig ’ ; and there will be 
events anon. It is said, Hildburghausen, at the first glimpse 
of Friedrich over the hill-top, whispered to Soubise, ‘ We are 
lost. Royal Highness ! ’ — ‘ Courage ! ’ Soubise would answer ; 
and both, let us hope, did their utmost in this extremely bad 
predicament they had got into. 

Friedrich’s artillery goes at a murderous rate ; had come 
in view, over the hill-top, before Seidlitz ended, — ‘nothing 
but the muzzles of it visible’ (and the fire-torrents from it) 
to us poor French below. Friedrich’s lines ; or rather his one 
line, mere tip of his left wing, — only seven battalions in it, 
five of them under Keith from the second or reserve line ; 
whole centre and right wing standing ‘refused’ in oblique 
rank, invisible, hehmd the Hill, — Friedrich’s line, we say, the 
artillery to its right, shoots-outin mysterious Prussian rhythm, 
in echelons, in potences, obliquely down the Janus-Hill side ; 
straight, rigid, regular as iron clockwork ; and strides towards 
us, silent, with the lightning sleeping in it : — ^Friedrich has 
got the flank of Dauphiness, and means to keep it. Once 
and again and a third time, poor Soubise, with his poor 
regiments much in an imbroglio, here heaped on one another, 
there with wide gaps, halt being so sudden, — attempts to 
recover the flank, and pushes-out this regiment and the other, 
rightward, to be even with Friedridi. But sees with despair 
that it cannot be ; that Friedrich with his echelons, potences 
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and mysterions Prussian resources, pulls himself out like the 
pieces of a prospect-glass, piece after piece, hopelessly fast 
and seemingly no end to them ; and that the flank is lost, 
and that — ^Unhappy Generals of Dauphiness, what a pheno- 
menon for them ! A terrible Friedrich, not fled to Merseburg 
at all ; but mounted there on the Janus Hill, as on his 
saddle-horse, with face quite the other way ; — and for holster- 
pistol, has plucked out twenty-two cannon. Clad verily in 
fire ; Chimaera-like, riding the Janus Hill, in that manner ; 
left leg (or wing) of him spurning us into the abysses, right 
one ready to help at discretion 1 

Hildburghausen, I will hope, does his utmost ; Soubise, 
Broglio, for certain do. The French line is in front, next the 
Prussians : poor Generals of Dauphiness are panting to 
retrieve themselves. But with regiments jammed in this 
astonishing way, and got collectively into the lion'^s throat, 
what can be done.? Steady, rigid as iron clockwork, the 
Prussian line strides forward ; at forty-paces distance delivers 
its first shock of lightning, bursts into platoon fire ; and so 
continues, steady at the rate of five shots a minute, — ^hard to 
endure by poor masses all in a coil. ^ The artillery tore- 
down whole ranks of us,’ says the Wiirtemberg Dragoon;^ 
^ the Prussian musketry did terrible execution.’ 

Things began to waver very soon, French reeling back 
from the Prussian fire, Reichs troops rocking very uneasy, 
torn by such artillery; when, to crown the matter, Seidlitz, 
seeing all things rock to the due extent, bursts out of Tages- 
werben Hollow, terribly compact and furious, upon the rear 
of them. AVhich sets all things into inextricable tumble; 
and the Battle is become a rout and a riding into ruin, no 
Battle ever more. Lasted twenty-five minutes, this second 
act of it, or till half-past four : after which, the curtains 
rapidly descending (Night’s curtain, were there no other) 
cover the remainder ; the only stage-direction, Eweunt Omnes. 
Which for a 50 or 60,000, ridden-over by Seidlitz Horse, 

Wtc irk r\ 
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wH‘t Jiiit qitiif iiu wt\V mnltrr! 'llivy left, «f killwl and 
wtnnuU'tl, t>i*nr ; 4»f ((JcuprulH among 

tilt'll) H, ( tllii't'i'H IHIO) : ill nuiii, ithotii ; not to uitmlioiii 

camuni, <i7 or 72 ; with utiUHiunl*, flngn, kdllodrmuH and 
mramT Imggngi H ml lih'itum in n imuuttT. TJus Frussinu loan 
wjw, H).'> killi il, :nh womittni ; Iti'lwmi a HixU'cnih and a 
jtfici'iitlt ji.'ut of Iht'icH ; in mimlH'r tin* FruwiaiiH had boon 
lit t If moff than oiu" to thiw, of all arms, not, 

)d»o\f half of whom fvrr riiiiio into thr tirr; Hfidlilz and 
M'Vfu hat talioiif* doing nil tlw lighting tltal waa nmifd. Hi 
(Iwinain tma} to rtni'r the relmtl ; hnt ‘got broken,’ ho 
»«.)•«, Mayi-r hursling-in on him,-~iuid wnm went to sluah 
like the olhera. 

Hi'ldom, nhmtsl never, not even at or Foietiers, was 
«ny Army tn'lter In'iiten. And truly, we imwt wy, seldom 
did liny better deserve it, so fiir an the Flilef I’nrtit'H went. 
Ves, Mfjisieurs, this is the pfM Minqim de HmtuMxwrff', 
yon will know this one, when you nuTl him again ! 'I'he 
iHght, the Fri’tirh jwrt of it, was towants Fivihurg Bridge; in 
foil gidloji, tong nrter the chase Iiad wmil ; rruhj.ing of the 
IhiHlrnt thei-e, honrse, mnny-voieeil, id! night; hunting of 
the Bridge ; found hunit, when Friwlrieh arrivnl next morn- 
ing. lie hiwl enmmjiwl at tihsi’hiily., short way from the 
field itself, !''a'iieh Army, Iteicha Anwy, all was gone to 
staves, to utter fhiuitic wreck. IlildhurghHUien went by 
Naumhtirg ; rriwsetl the Saab iJiere ; lient homewaitfs through 
the Weimar Country j one wild flo««l of ndn, swift ns it 
could go ; at Frhirt * only one regiment was in rank, and 
marehed tlirmigh with drums Iwatiiig,' Ilis Army, whieh 
hail Been disgustingly iinhapfiy f«»m the first, and was now 
fallen fluid on these mad terms, flowed all away in iliffVmit 
rills, emh hy the course stral|^t«it home; and Hildhurg- 
haiisen arriving at Bamlierg, with hnnlly the ghost or 
mutilntfd skeleton of an Awoy, flung down his tnineheon, — - 
‘ A murrain on ymir Refeh* Annies and regimental eimoses !’ 
- and went indignantly home. Kekhs Army hml to l»gin 
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at the beginning again ; and did not reappear on the scene 
till late next Year, under a new Commander, and with 
slightly improved conditions. 

Dauphiness Proper was in no better case ; and would have 
flowed home in like manner, had not home been so far, and 
the way unknown. Twelve thousand of them rushed strag- 
gling through the Eichsfeld ; plundering and harrying, like 
Cossacks or Calmucks : ^ Army blown asunder, over a circle 
of forty-miles radius,’ writes St. G-umiain ; ‘ had the Enemy 
pursued us, after I got broken ’ (bu U-in upon by Mayer and 
his Free-Corps people), ‘ we had been annihilated. Never did 
Army behave worse ; the first cannon-salvo decided our rout 
and our shame.’ ^ 

In two-days time (November 7th), the French had got to 
Langensalza, fifty-five miles from the Battlefield of Rossbach ; 
plundering, running, sacre-dieu4ng ; a wild deluge of molten 
wreck, filling the Eichsfeld with its waste noises, making night 
hideous and day too ; — ^in the villages Placards were stuck-up, 
appointing Nordhausen and Heiligenstadt for rallying-place.^ 

Soubise rode, with few attendants, all night towards Nord- 
hausen, eighty miles olF, foot of the Brocken Country, where 
the Richelieu resources are; — Soubise with few attendants, 
face set towards the Brocken ; himself, it is like, in a some- 
what hag-ridden condition. 


The joy of poor Teutschland at large/ says one of my Notes, *and how 
aU Germans, Prussian and Anti-Prussian alike, flung-up their caps, with 
unanimous Lebe-hoch, at the news of Kossbach, has often been remarked : 
and indeed is still almost touching to see. The perhaps bravest Nation 
m the world, though the least braggart, very certainly dn tap/em Volk 
(as their Goethe calls them) ; so long insulted, snubbed and trampled-on, 

^ exultant Dauphiness got a 

httle dose administered her; and is gone off in foul shrieks, 
nd pangs of the interior,— let no man ask whitherward J nn 
AJWd ^t cwoir de VespHt (Can a German possibly have sharpness of 
) . Well, yes, it would seem : here is one Germ an graduate who 

Til - Excerpts of Letters in the two weeks after 

Rpssbach and before (^iven in Preus^^ . 
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understands Ws medicine-chest, and the quality of patients !— Dauphiness 
got no pity anywhere ; plenty of epigrams, and mostly nothing but 
laughter even in Paris itself. Napoleon long after, who much admires 
Friedrich, finds that this Victory of Rossbach was inevitable; “but what 
fills me with astonishment and shame,” adds he, “ is that it was gained by 
SIX battalions and thirty squadrons ” (seven properly, and thirty-eight) 
‘over such a multitude ! ” >-It is well known, Napoleon, after Jena, as 
ft Jena had not been enough for him, tore-down the first Monument of 
Rossbach, some poor ashlar Pyramid or Pillar, raised by the neighbom-- 
hood, with nothing more afflictive inscribed on it than a date ; and sent 
it off in ca,rts for Paris (where no stone of it ever arrived, the Thuringen 
carmen slinking-off, and leaving it scattered in different places over the 
face of Thuringen in general) ; so that they had the trouble of a new one 
lately.’ ^ 

From Friedrich the ‘Army of the Circles,’ that is, Dauphiness and 
Company,— called ffoopera or ‘Coopers’ (Tonneliers), with a desperate 
attempt at wit by pun,— get their Adieu in words withal. This is the 
farmed Cmgi de I’ArnUe des Oercks et des Tonneliers; a short metrical 
Piece; called by Editors the most profane, most indecent, most etc. ; 
and printed with asterisk veils thrown over the worst passages. Who 
shall dare, searching and rummaging for insight into Friedrich, and 
complaining that there is none, to lift any portion of the veil; and say, 
‘See— Faugh !’ The cynicism, truly, but also the irrepressible honest 
exultation, has a kind of epic completeness, and fulness of sincerity; 
and, at bottom, the thing is nothing like so wicked as careless com- 
mentators have given out. Dare to look a little : 

‘Adieu, grands dcraseurs de rois,’ so it starts : ‘Adieu, grand crushers 
of Kings; arrogant windbags, Turpin, Broglio, Soubise,— Hildburg- 
hausen with the grey beard, foolish still as when your beard was black in 
the Turk-War time brisk journey to you all ! ’ That is the first stanza ; 
unexceptionable, had we room. The second stanza is, — with the veils 
partially lifted; with probably ‘ Moise’ put into the first blank, and 
into the third something of or belonging to ‘ Cdsar,’-- 
* Je vous ai vu cmime , . . 

Dcms des ronoes en certcmt, Um 
JEut Phonneur de voir ... 

Ou oomme au gri de so, luxure 
Le hon N'ioomide d Viea/rt 
Aiguillormait sajlamme immt/re 
Des 

Montholon, Mitnotras etc, de N^apolion (Napoleon’s Pricis des Guerres de 
Predifric If. vii. 2ro). 

^ Rodenbedc, Beytrdge, i. 299; ib, p. 385, Lithograph of the poor extinct 
Monumeiit iti^elf, ^ 
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CHAP.viiL] BATTLE OF ROSSBACH 

5th Nov. 1757] . ^ . 

came out with the intention of attacking me; but I took the start of 

them (les ai prevenu). It was a Battle en douceur (soft to one's wish). 
Thanks to God I have not a hundred men killed ; the only General ill 
wounded is Meinecke. My Brother Henri and General Seidlitz have 
slight hurts' (gunshots^ not so slight^ that of Seidlitz) ^ in the arm. We 
have all the Enemy's cannon^ all the ' * * I am in full march to drive 
them over the Unstrut' (already driven^ your Majesty; bridge burning), 
^YoU;, my dear Sister, my good, my divine and affectionate Sister' 
(faithful to the bone, in good truth, poor Wilhelmina), ' who deign to 
interest yourself in the fate of a Brother who adores you, deign also to 
share in my joy. The instant I have time, I will tell you more. I 
embrace you with my whole heart Adieu. F.'^ 


Ulterior Fate of Daivphiness ; fies over the Rhine in bad 
Fashion: Daiiphiness''s Ways with the Saxon Populations 
in her Deliverance- Work 

Friedrich had no more fighting with the French. Novem- 
ber Qth, at Merseburg, in all stillness, Duke Ferdinand got 
his Britannic Commission, his full Powers, from Friedrich and 
the parties interested ; in all stillness made his arrangements, 
as if for Magdeburg and his Governorship there, — ^Friedrich 
hastening off for Silesia the while. Duke Ferdinand did stay 
six days in Magdeburg, inspecting or pretending to inspect ; 
very pleasant with his Sister and the Royalties that are now 
there; but at midnight of day sixth shot-off silently on 
wider errand. And, in sum, on Thursday Mth November 
1767, appeared in Stade, on horseback at morning parade 
there ; intimating, to what joy of the poor Brunswick Grena- 
diers and others. That he was come to take command; that 
Eloster-Zeven is abolished ; that we are not an ^ Observation 
Army,’ rotting here in the parish pound, any longer, but an 
^Allied Army’ (such now our title), intending to strike for 
ourselves, and get out of pound straightway!— 

^ Thursday %4ih Nommher — Tuesday 29th, Duke Ferdinand did accord- 
Ingly pick-up the reins of this distracted Affair ; and, in a way wonderful 


^ CEmres de Fridiric^ xxvif. i. 310. 
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your Majesty^” said Pitt, ^^till I get the estimates ready To which 
Majesty assented, and all England with him : England's own Cause," 
thinks Pitt, with confidence : our way of conquering America, — and, in 
the circumstances, our one way 1 " English did land, accordingly ; first 
instalment of them, a 12,000 (in August next), increased gradually to 
20,000 ; with no end of furnishings to them and everybody; with results 
again satisfactory to Pitt; and very famous in the England that then 
was, dim as they are now grown.' 

The effect of all which was, that Pitt, with his Ferdinands 
and reinforcements, found work for the French ever onwards 
from Rossbach; French also turning as if exclusively upon 
perfidious Albion : and the thing became, in Teutschland, as 
elsewhere, a duel of life and death between these natural 
enemies, — ^Teutschland the centre of it, — Teutschland and 
the accessible French Sea-Towns, — ^but the circumference of 
it going round from Manilla and Madras to Havanna and 
Quebec again. Wide-spread furious duel; prize, America 
and life. By land and sea; handsomely done by Pitt on 
both elements. Land part, we say, was always mainly in 
Germany, under Ferdinand, — In Hessen and the Westphalian 
Countries, as far west as Minden, as far east as Frankfurt-on- 
Mayn, generally well north of Rhine, well south of Elbe . 
that was, for five years coming, the cockpit or place of 
deadly fence between France and England. Friedrich’s arena 
lies eastward of that, occasionally playing into it a little, 
and played into by it, and always in lively sympathy and 
consultation with it : but, except the French subsidisings, 
diplomatisings and great diligence against him in foreign 
Courts, Friedrich is, in practical respects, free of the French ; 
and ever after Rossbach, Ferdinand and the English keep them 
in full work, — growing yearly too full. A heavy business for 
England and Ferdinand ; which is happily kept extraneous to 
Friedrich thenceforth; to him and us; which is not on the 
stage of his affairs and ours, but is to be conceived always as 
vigorously proceeding alongside of it, close beyond the scenes, 
and liable at any time to make tragic entry on him again:— 
^ Thackeray, i. 310. 
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of which we shall have to notice the louder occurrences and 
cardinal phases, but, for the future, nothing more. 

Souhise, who had crept into the skirts of the Richelieu 
Army in Hanover or Hessen Country, had of course to take 
wing in that general flight before the mastiff. Souhise did 
not cross the Rhine with it ; Souhise made off eastward ; ^ — 
found new roost in Hanau - Frankfurt Country; and had 
thoughts of joining the Austrians in Bohemia next Campaign ; 
but got new order, — such the pinches of a winged Qermont 
with a mastiff Ferdinand at his poor draggled tail and 
came back to the Ferdinand scene, to help there ; and never 
saw Friedrich again. Both Broglio and he had a good deal 
of fi ghtin g (mostly beating) from Ferdinand; and a great deal 
of trouble and sorrow in the course of this War ; but after 
Rossbach it is not Friedrich or we, it is Ferdinand and the 
Destinies that have to do with them. Poor Souhise, except 
that he was the creature of Generalissima Pompadour, which 
had somethmg radically absurd in it, did not deserve all the 
laughter he got : a man of some chivalry, some qualities. As 
for Broglio, I remember always, not without human emotion, 
the two extreme points of his career as a soldier : Rossbach 
and the Fall of the Bastille. He was towards forty, when 
Friedrich bestrode the Janus Hill in that fiery manner ; he 
was turned of seventy when, from the pavements of Paris, the 
Chimsera of Democracy rose on him, in fire of a still more 
horrible description. 

Dauphiness-Bellona, in her special and in her widest sense, 
has made exit, then. Gone, like clouds of draggled poultry 
home across the Rhine. She was the most marauding Army 
lately seen, also the most gasconading, and had the least 
capacity for fighting; three worse qualities no army could 
have. How she fought, we have seen sufficiently. Before 
taking leave of her forever, readers, as she is a pai'agon in 
her kind, would perhaps take a glance or two at her maraud- 
ing qualities, — ^by a good opportunity that offers. Plotho 
^ Westphalea, L 501 (‘ end of March 1758 *). 
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at Regensburg, that a supreme Ileic5hs Diet may know what 
a ^ deliverance of Saxony ’ this has been, submits one day the 
folfowing irrefragable Documents, < which have happened,’ not 
without good industry of my own, Ho fall into my’ (Plotho’s) 
‘ hands.’ They are Documents partly of epistolary, partly of a 
Petitionary form, presented to Polish Majesty, out of that Saxon 
Country ; and have an quality about them, one and all. 

1^ (that is, D’K^^ Wcsel Countries^ 

at an early Stage^—wMk Mill endeavouring what she could 
to behave well^ having 1,000 nmratders and the like (A 
private Letter) 

County Marh^ SOifA Jum 175'r. Th© French troops are going on here 
in a way to utterly ruin tia Schmidt, their President of Justice, whom 
they set-up in Cleve, has got orders to change all the Magistracies of the 
Country' (Protestant by nature), ^so as that half the members shall be 
Catholic. Bielefeld was openly plundered by the French for three 
hours long. You cannot by possibility represent to yourself what the 
actual state of misery in these Countries is. A ach^el of rye costs three 
thalers sixteen groschen ' (who knows how many times its natural price !). 
^And now we are to be forced to eat th© spoiled meal those French 
troops brought with them ; which is gone to such a state no animal 
would have it. Tills poisoned meal we are to buy from them, ready 
money, at the price they flx ; and that famine may induce us, they are 
about to stop the millt, and forcibly take away what little bread-porn we 
have left Ood have pity on us, and deliver us soon 1 Next week we 
are to have a transit of 0,000 Ffakers' (Kur-Pfalz, foolish idle fellow, 
and Eur-Baiem too, are both in subsidy of France, as usual; 0,000 
Pfakers just due here) ; ^ these, I suppose, will sweep us clean bare/ ^ 
Wesel Fortress, Gate of the Rhine, could not be defended by Friedrich : 
and the Hanover Incapables, and England still all in St. Vitus, would 
not hear of undertaking it; left it wide-open for the French; never 
could recover it, or gat th© lihine-Gate barred again, during the whole 
War. One hopes they repented but perhaps it was only Pitt and 
Duke Ferdinand that did so, instead! The -Wesel Countries were at 
once occupied by th© French; 'aconqu^ of her Imperial 'Majesty's'* ;■ 
continued to be administered in Imperial Majesty*s name,— and are 
thriving .as above* 

^ iv*- 3^99^ . 
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2°. DaupMness Proper (that is, Soubise) in Thurmgen^ at a 
late Stage 

^Letter from Freiburg , shortly after Rosshach , — It was on tlie 23(3 
October, a Sunday, tbat we of Freiburg bad our first billeting of French : 
a body of cavalry from different regiments * (going to take Leipzig, take 
Torgau, wbat not): ^and from tbat day Freiburg never emptied oi 
French, who kept marching through it in extraordinary quantities. The 
marching lasted fourteen days, namely, till the 6 th November ' (day afte^ 
Rossbach; when they burnt our poor Bridge, and marched for the las 1 
time) ; ^ and often the billeting was so heavy, that in a single house 
there were forty or fifty men. Who at all times had to be lodged an(3 
dieted gratis ; nay, many householders, over and above the ordinary 
meal, were obliged to give them money too 5 and many poor people^ 
who can scarcely get their own bit of bread, had to run and bring a 1 
once their sixteen or eighteen groschen * (pence) ^ worth of wine, not tc 
speak of coffee and sugar. And a great increase of the mischief it was 
always, that the soldiers and common people did not understand one 
another’s language.' — Heavy billeting; but what was that? * * ^Vast 
nearly impossible, quantities of forage and provision,’ were wrung from 
us, as from all the other Towns and Villages about, ^ under continual 
threatening to burn and rase us from the earth. Often did our Frencli 
Colonel threaten, ^^He would have the cannon opened on Freiburg 
straightway.” Nay, had it stood by foraging, we might have reckoned 
ourselves lucky. But our straits increased day by day ; and sheei 
plundering became more and more excessive. 

^ The robbing and torturing of travellers, the plundering and burning 
of Saxon Villages ’ — ^ Almost all the Towns and Villages hereabouts ar< 
so plundered out, that many a one now has nothing but what he carries 
on his body. Plundering was universal: and no sooner was one party 
away, than another came, and still another ; and often the same house 
was three or four times plundered. Branderode, a Village two leagues 
from this’ (stands on the Field of Rossbach, if we look), 'is so ruined 
out, that nobody almost has anything left : Chief-Inspector Baron voe 
Bose’s Schloss there, with its splendid appointments, they ruined utterly ; 
took all money, victuals, valuables, furniture, clothes, linen and beds, 
all they could carry ; what could not be carried away, they cut, hewed 
and smashed to pieces ; broke the wine-casks ; and even tore-up the 
documents and letters they found lying in the place. Branderode Dor; 
was twice set fire to by them ; and was, at last, with Zeuchfeld, which ii 
an Amtsdorf,— after both had been plundered, — ^reduced to ashes, Th< 
Churches of Bpanderode and Zeuchfeld, with several other Churches 
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"•'rt- [.luminu-.l ; th»* altiirii tmAwi, th* ultar-^Iotlw mid other vesturw 
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«lUr». and i.t tho taii»{.hp»utu« «w>iu|pi Utiwe peopla wtig lu the churche* 
imt* %'mmnt filing litirror* 


’ At.il it WR« ii.froly ««r jireti'mleil Allie* mid I‘r(itortori that hare 
lutf iliiiim wriii-o, wUerly wnwtml ««r (hmutry, reduced the 
iiilmhitaut* to Httiit «u4 tlwjwratiiiii, and, in abort, have ao hehavedthat 
)tm would (tot h(i»w thi« region a«(aiti. Truly thomi troop* have rcalked 
l.ir M. I(i...t Ot the ItiftiiititM we ii»ant reported of the t 'owuwka, and thoir 
ill Ptmtmmit 

* It k *,iw t»r ilifir Mnm iUf wiliWa Cleriry- 

«iifi ritmtmtmmm mti km irivtit If rtt|iilmi)i * three times 
iifitr* f.ii I fie fiiihlir llighw^iT' i B% him, ti^l him te n Imwe's tidl and 
ilranneil liiwi almig nfth ilieiii; ae fJial li# It nm lying ill, ixi danger ef 
tiia life, Oil tim w|ii4e» il ia imr Waved I*«itorS| Clirgyiiitn meit of all 
thal have lieeii nf #v#rylhliig Ilit| had* * 

* Italittrl mill Imili Wf a Ittgn^ IVaw this, ha^a 

IlliPiiW Wen ItmMly |ilmi*lfr#ii i they liav# mmt l#ft th# Ihmm nothing 
Iml wliai lie *»*f# m* lii* Imrli, mmihfr iiii««b«h place, ^ which 

Wliiiign III the llaldwrf, liai Itkfwlsit* # # 0% miiii 

- * All llil« Wtwp#ii iW Slid and aisl OcteWr; conmiuently 

Wliire the lUfile.* • • Mi» mmtjr Villager yim mm the tree* and fttkli 
uprifihWI l«tlierw fr«tw iW Wda llial liava Wn alltmp* 

* in mkpfs^l Villagim Wiiingiii|f lit ih© llnyal Eltcltiral IVivy Ccmneiller 

ii»$i llriilir {mim m prti|»fly lli# fimiiliilii nf idl Ihii mid of mncli other 
oiWry 1*1 m, if *# knm it !)* * tJb# pitnidtrk^ liWwIiit imd hogan and 
« ifttiiiitlly mf ilMiot a hniiiliwd tel) * IW Wa cat la pifcei ; 

l*iil III III© mkht of #»?!«# iW Itillii hiard that th'W® wtin Brdhl 

»tiil reiw^i ilwtf tiato® of ifetw, Thiw awordiafij art the only 
laiiilii III all llii* region whwf Ikli kin hmt kiliimliit, 
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vessels, when they were not worth stealing*/ — is hideous to the religious 
sense, and shall not be mentioned in human speech. 

3\ Tlie By'ogVio Reinjhrcement coming across to join Souhise^ 
and perform at Rosshach (Humble Petition from the 
Magistrates of Sangerhausen, To the King of Poland'’s 
Majesty) : 

Sangerhausen^ 23d October l 757 ^ — ^Scarcely had we, with profound 
submission (allerunferthdnigst), under date of the 13th current, repre- 
sented to your Royal Majesty and Electoral Translucency how heavily 
we were pressed-down by the forage-requisitions and transits of troops, 
and the consequent expenditure in food, drinking, in oats and hay, 
which no one pays, — when directly thereafter, on the 14th of October, a 
new French party, of the Fischer Corps,’ — Fischer is a mighty Hussar, 
scarcely inferior to Turpin; and stands in astonishing authority with 
Richelieu, and an Army whose object is plunder,^ — ^ new party of the 
Fischer Corps, of some sixty men and horse, arrived in the Town; 
demanded meat, drink, oats and hay, and all things necessary ; which 
they received from us and not only paid not one farthing for all this, 
but furthermore some of them, instead of thanks to their Landlord, 
Rossold, forcibly broke-up his press, drank his brandy, and carried-off a 
Toute (gather-all) with money in it From a Tanner, Lindauer by name, 
they bargained for a buck-skin ; and having taken, would not pay it. 
In the Rathskeller (Town Public-house) they drank much wine, and gave 
nothing for it: nay, on marching off, — because no mounted guide 
{reitender Bote) was at hand, and though they had before expressly said 
none such would be needed, — they rushed about like distracted persons 
{wie rasende Leute) in the market-place and in the streets ; beat the 
people, tumbled them about, and lugged them along, in a violent 
manner ; using abusive language to a frightful extent, and threatening 
every misfortune. 

^ Hardly were we rid of this confusion and astonishment, when, on 
October 21st, a whole swarm of horses, men, women, children and 
wagons, which likewise all belonged to the Fischer Corps, and were 
commanded by First-Lieutenant Schmidt, came into our Town. This 
troop consisted of 80 men, part infantry, part cavalry; with some 80 
work-horses, 10 baggage-wagons, and about 100 persons, women, sick 
people and the like. They stayed the whole night here ; made meat, 
di.nk, corn, hay and whatever they needed be brought them; and went 
off next day without paying anything, 

^ Ferdinand^s Correspondents, sapius {IVesiphalen, i. 40-127), etc. etc. 
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Due de Richelieu^ with the Reichs Army or wherever else^ miglit 
perhaps most graciously procure for us. Who^ in deepest longing 
thitherwards, with the most deepest devotion, remain — (JS^ames^ 
unfortunately, not given). 

How many Saxons and Germans generally, — alas, how many men 
universally, — cry towards celestial luminaries of the governing kind with 
the most deepest devotion, in their extreme need, under their un- 
sufferable injuries ; and are truly like dogs in the backyard barking at 
the Moon. The Moon won't come down to them, and be eaten as green 
cheese ; the Moon can't ! — 

4.° Dauphmess after Rosslach. ‘Excise-Inspector Neitsche, 
at Bebra, near Weissenfels ’ (Bebra is well ahead from 
Freiburg and the burnt Bridge, and a good twenty-five 
miles west of Weissenfels), ‘ writes To the King of 
Poland’s Majesty, 9th November 1757 ; 

^ May it please your Royal Majesty and Electoral Translucency, out of 
your highest grace, to take knowledge, from the accompanying Registers 
suh signo Martu" (sign unknown to readers here), ‘of the things which, 
in the name of this Township of Bebra, the Biirgermeister J ohann Adam, 
with the Raths and others concerned, have laid before the Excise- 
Inspection here. As follows : 

‘It will be already well known to the Excise-Inspection that on the 
7 th of November (o.c.) of the current year' (day before yesterday, in 
fact!), ‘the French Army so handled this place as to have not only 
taken from the inhabitants, by open force, all bread and articles of food, 
but likewise all clothes, beds, linens (Wasche), and other portable goods ; 
that it has broken, split to pieces, and emptied out, all chests, boxes, 
presses, drawers; has shot dead, in the backyards and on the thatch- 
roofs, all manner of feathered-stock, as hens, geese, pigeons ^ also carried 
forth with it all swine, cow, sheep and horse cattle; laid violent hands 
on the inhabitants, clapped guns, swords, pistols to their breast, and 
threatened to kill them unless they showed and brought out whatever 
goods they had; or else has hunted them wholly out of their houses, 
shooting at them, cutting, sticking and at last driving them away, there- 
by to have the freer room to rob and plunder : flung-out hay and other 
harvest-stock from the barns into the mud and dung, and had it trampled 
to ruin under the horses' feet ; nay, in fact, has dealt with this place m 
so unpemitted a way as even to the most hard-hearted man must seem 
compassionable.'— —Poor fellows : cetera demnt; but that is enough 1 

^ Seldm~Geschicht«yiY. 



t-HA!*. viit-l BA'rTI.F, OF HOSSUAOH 


a 9 s 


*,si* * 7 * 1 ?! 

'Vh.tl cm It r,ih4i XJitji'Mly mid Klwturn! 'frwmlmHtiM.y do? Hiiru tgo 

W rt xmi'I'ihUu! Iohi filial to fli0 

• • ‘ 1 ‘tir M, hiuiilicil milna r.timij, writi'n Hi. <n'rmiiiiii, (Dimitry iw 
mid hin tioil »« Jl‘ lirn Criiiii llwivwt Imd lalli-tt ua it ; Hcarcely 
!iav.' (iiir jilititit<>rw'»i and laaiaiitlitra lr>fl lint atiiiidiaK .' 1 load a 

ttf I'otdiKrn, tiC niiKBx^iii*. fit fur Jirnakiii)} on tlit* ivliwl ; thi'y wimM 
ttmt fait lit llti< tiint itaiifhot, nitd am alaiiyii ri'iidy to niutiuv. If tha 
(im.numfiit (Ai I’liur,' «ith iu I’aiujiadonr |>n«i.idi(itt, vnry iiuUkaly for 
mh'lt an fm.'rt.riHO ') ■ .•miaitt lay !tu' kitlfi* Ui tlii> root of all thin, wo may 
11 1 » tlio uofioil of sir/ s » • 


St»h a jiitih hiur Fn-itth Aiiaios atittk Us. Wlu‘» was 
thi'j-r Mi ll hwh II Hidliiuit MB OiiMjihiiH'tw iiid'iHf? Niiy, in 
fiat, fill' is till- miiin itovil-atn-viii/^ Army thnl ManVhiil tie 
Siai- niiiimamini with atirlt triumph, —Mim'dml tk* Saxe in 
iM-tti'f hti'k ftir ujijHmriitB ; Army tlwn in n ynniigrr stage of 
its thwi'hnuiifiit. I‘ 4 wtiiiiit|i{ thru aa awttrt iiiiiNt, ita new wine, 
ill the huiiii* of II aliilfiil vintner, }MiiwmoH« hut brisk ; not 
rim, H« imw, tn tfw vinegar aiato, inlokmble to all mortals. 
She «im jiuw ainnimno fnini her eni«j»- theatres the awenie of 
the itnnemis, jiiMgriini, ' 'rtmiurrow, .ih iwienrs, ytni are going 
to fight ; Iiltr Manager forem-wi '—.you will hii lieiiteii ; ami 
we eiuinot any what or where the nest I’ieee will la- ! Ini. 
jiioiot, lieeiiliou*, high flaring efIJoreaeenee of all the Vioea 
in not to Iw ttahwinwl by Use mom QuasiAirtue of rcmlinetw 
to Iw shot ; awwt of that kiiui, niKl sour of this, are the 
»ame auhstam-e, if you only wait. How kind waa tint Devil 
to hi* .*<11110 ; and flew away with him in rowjiink, while it 
wa» at ill time ! 


* ihhhm If',, If#* it, 

* mm UmAm^ Mm§ fin 


SEVJeN-YEaHS WaE EtsES [BOOKXViit. 

ti3th Nov. 1757 

CHAPTEE IX 

FRIEDRICH MARCHES FOR SILESIA 

The fame of Friedrich is high enough again in the 
Gazetteer world ; all people, and the French themselves, 
laughing at their grandiloquent Dauphiness-Bellona, and 
writing epigrams on Soubise. But Friedrich’s difficulties are 
still enormous. One enemy coming with open mouth, you 
plunge~in upon, and ruin, on this hand ; and it only gives 
you room to attempt upon another bigger one on that. 
Soubise he has finished handsomely, for this season ; but 
now he must try conclusions with Prince Karl. Quick, 
towards Silesia, after this glorious Victory which the Gazetteers 
are celebrating. 

The news out of Silesia are ominously doubtful, bad at 
the best. Duke Bevern, once Winterfeld was gone, had, 
as we observed, felt himself free to act ; unchecked, but also 
unsupported, by counsel of the due heroism ; and had acted 
unwisely. Made direct for Silesia, namely, where are meal- 
magazines and strong places. Prince Karl, they say, was also 
unwise; took no thought beforehand, or he might have 
gained marches, disputed rivers, Bober, Queiss, with Bevern, 
and as good as hindered him from ever getting to Silesia. 
So say critics, Retzow and others ; perhaps looking too fixedly 
on one side of the question. Certain it is, Bevern marched 
in peace to Silesia ; found it by no means the better place it 
had promised to be. 

Prince Karl, — Daun there as second, but Karl now the 
dominant hand,— was on the heels of Bevern, march after 
march. Prince Karl cut athwart him by one cunning march, 
in Liegnitz Country; barring him from Schweidnitz, the chief 
stronghold of Silesia, and to appearance from Breslau, the 
chief dty, too. Bevern, who did not want for soldiership, 
when reduced to his shifts, now made a beautiful manoeuvre, 
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say the critics ; struck-out leftwards, namely, and crossed the 
Oder, as if making for Glogau, quite beyond Prince KarPs 
sphere of possibility, — but tuinied to right, not to left, when 
across, and got in upon Breslau from the other or east side 
of the River. Cunning manoeuvre, if you will, and followecj 
by cunning manoeuvres : but the result is, Prince Karl has 
got Schweidnitz to rear, stands between Breslau and it ; can 
besiege Schweidnitz when he likes, and no relief to it pos- 
sible that will not cost a battle. A battle, thinks Friedrich, 
is what Bevern ought to have tried at first ; a well-fought 
battle might have settled everything, and there was no other 
good likelihood in such an expedition : but now, by detaching 
reinforcements to this garrison and that, he has weakened 
himself beyond right power of fighting.^ Schweidnitz is 
liable to siege ; Breslau, with its poor walls and multitudinous 
population, can stand no siege worth mentioning ; the Silesian 
strong places, not to speak of meal-magazines, are like to go 
a bad road. Quite dominant, this Prince Karl ; placarding 
and proclaiming in all places, according to the new ‘ Im- 
perial Patent,"^ That Silesia is her Imperial Majesty'’s again ! 
Which seems to be fast becoming the fact — unless contradicted 
better. Quick ! 

Bevern has now, October 1st, no manoeuvre left but to 
draw out of Breslau ; post himself on the southern side of it, 
in a safe angle there, marshy Lohe in front, broad Oder to 
rear, Breslau at his right-hand with bread; and there in- 
trenching himself by the best methods, wait slowly, in a 
sitting posture, events which are extensively on the gallop at 
present. One fancies, Had Winterfeld been still there ! It 
is as brave an Army, 30,000 or more, as ever wore steel. 
Surely something could have been done with it ; — something 
better than sit watching the events on full gallop all round ! 
Bevern was a loyal, considerably skilful and valiant man; in 

* (Etivres eti Friditk^ iv. 141, 159. 

» In Hddm-GischuhU (iv, 832, 833), Copy of its ^ Absolved from all prio* 
Treaties by Prussian Majesty’s attack on us, We’ etc. etc. (^2ist Sept I 7 S 7 *)» 
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the Battle of Lobositz, and elsewhere, we have seen him brave 
as a lion ; but perhaps in the other kind of bravery wanted 
here, he — ^Well, his case was horribly difficult ; full of intri- 
cacy. And he sat, no doubt in a very wretched state, con- 
sulting the oracles, with events (which are themselves oracular) 
going at such a pace. 

Schweidnitz was besieged October S6th. Nadasti, with 
20,000, was set to do it; Prince Karl, with 60,000, ready 
to protect him ; Prince Bevem asking the oracles : — ^what a 
bit of news for Friedrich ; breaking suddenly the effulgency 
of Rossbach with a bar of ominous black ! Friedrich, still 
in the thick of pure Saxon business, makes instant arrange- 
ment for Silesia as well : Prince Henri, with such and such 
corps, to maintain the Saale, and guard Saxony ; Marshal 
Keith, with such and such, to step-over into Bohemia, and 
raise contributions at least, and tread on the tail of the big 
Silesian snake : all this Friedrich settles within a week ; 
takes certain corps of his own, effective about 13,000; and 
on November 13th marches from Leipzig. Round by 
Torgau, by Miihlberg, Grossenhayn; by Bautzen, Weissen- 
berg, across the Queiss, across the Bober ; and so, with long 
marches, strides continually forward, all hearts willing, and 
all limbs, though in this sad winter weather, towards relief 
of Schweidnitz. 

At Grossenhayn, fifth day of the march, Friedrich learns 
that Schweidnitz is gone. November 12th- 14th, Schweidnitz 
went by capitulation ; contrary to everybody’s hope or fear ; 
certainly a veiy short defence for such a fortress. Fault 
of the Commandant, was everybody’s first thought. Not 
probably the best of Commandants, said others gradually ; 
but his garrison had Saxons in it; — one day * 180 of them 
in a lump threw-down their arms, in the trenches, and went 
over to the Enemy.’ Owing to whatsoever, the place is 
gone. Such towers, such curtains, star-ramparts ; such an 
opulence of cannons, stores, munitions, a 30,000Z. of hard 
cash, one item. All ill gone, after a fortnight’s siege. What 
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Bevern being with the Croats, the Prussian Army falls to 
General Kyau, as next in rank ; who (directly in the teeth of 
fierce orders that are speeding hither for Bevern and him) 
marches away, leaving Breslau to its fate ; and making towards 
Glogau, as the one sure point in this wreck of things. And 
Prince Karl, that same day, goes upon Breslau ; which is in 
no case to resist and be bombarded : so that poor old General 
Lestwitz, the Pi’ussian Commandant, — always thought to be a 
valiant old gentleman, but who had been wounded in the late 
Action, and was blamably discouraged, — ^took the terms 
offered, and surrendered without firing a gun. Garrison and 
he to march out, in * Free Withdrawal ’ ; these are the terms ; 
Garrison was 4,000 and odd, mostly Silesian recruits ; but there 
marched hardly 500 out with poor Lestwitz ; the Silesian 
recruits, — ^persuaded by conceivable methods, that they were to 
be prisoners of war, and that, in short, Austria was now come 
to be King again, and might make inquiry into menu's conduct, 
— found it safer to take service with Austria, to vanish into 
holes in Breslau or where they could ; and, for instance, one 
regiment (or battalion, let us hide the name of it), on march- 
ing through the Gate, consisted only of nine chief officers and 
four men.^ 

There were lost 98 pieces of cannon; endless magazines 
and stores of war. A Breslau scandalously gone — a Breslau 
preaching day after next (27th, which was Sunday), in certain 
of its churches, especially Cardinal Schaffgotsch in the Dom 
Insel doing it, Thanksgiving Sermons, as per order, with 
unction real or official, ‘That our ancient sovereigns are 
restored to us ’ : which Sermons,- — except in the Schaffgotsch 
case, Prince Karl and the high Catholic world all there in 
gala, — were ‘sparsely attended,*’ say my authors- The 
Austrians are at the top of their pride ; and consider full 
surely that Silesia is theirs, though Friedrich were here twice 
over- * What is Friedrich? We beat him at Kolin. His 

^ Miiller, Schlacht hd Imthen (Berlin, 1857, —professedly a mere abridgment 
and shadow of Kut%m\ unindexed like it), p. 12 (with name and particulars). 
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mi mewiRgf, more nml more rigorous, jireeis*. mu! imhgimut, 
* I)o thi», tio thill; vmir Ihlwlum shnil loiswrr it with imir 
heiul !'— not one im»Miiige of whirh mo Joti hi» Uilevtimi, tili 
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I-Vir<irirh ficittiM onlcr.s tiw{ Ky»m jtha!! ht; put in arrest; 
that nIihII !«• hi-iuthI <»f tin* ilm*rn wreck, slmll bring 

it ruund by Llugnu, and jviiih-/vuuH with Friedrich at a place 

and day, I'iut‘hwi(/, 2<t «»f I)i*ccnd«;r coming; and be 

steady, iny o!(! Zitdhcn. I'Vlwinch hruslicB pfwt the Liegnitz 
(huriMHi, hwes Licgidtznnd it n trific to the right; arrives 
at 1‘an hwit/ Xuumdtt i' f4Ht!i ; ami tluw rcsta, or at least his 
aearv troojiH tit», til! i^ietheti come up; the King not very 
ri-'dfid, with M* many things to pr«>nrm«ge ; a life or death 
crisis now nigh. Well, it is hut death ; and death Iww lK*en 
froidiHl Ijefoie now * We wht» nni after the event, on the 
safe sunny side of it, can form small image of the horrors and 

the iuwani diihietii-s ti> hint who is |wtssing through it; and 

how llojw is neisied to shine heroically etenia! in some hearts. 
Fill* of that doi‘s not issue in more blazings, mad 

audacities and chaotic di-*j*air, but advances with its eyes 
ojM'it, mensunsliy, cmtid ing its stejis, to Ute wrestling-place, •— 
tJtis is a giaiUke thing ; much availahto to mankimi in all the 
twtttes tliey have ; hatthsi of steel, or of whatever sort. 

Friedrich, at Jhirrhwit*, assemhled his tlaptains, and spoke 
to them; it was the night after ZieUicn came in, night of 
Ihaendier dd, 1787 ; and ll^iethen, no doubt, was there; for 
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nd sons of your Country. Hardly one among you but has 
iistinguished himself by some nobly memorable action : all 
hese services to the State and me I know well, and will never 
orget. 

^ I flatter myself, therefore, that in this case too nothing 
dll be wanting which the State has a right to expect of your 
^alour. The hour is at hand. I should think I had done 
lothing, if I left the Austrians in possession of Silesia. Let 
ne apprise you, then : I intend, in spite of the Rules of Art, 
:o attack Prince KarPs Army, which is nearly thrice our 
itrength, wherever I find it. The question is not of his num- 
bers, or the strength of his position : all this, by courage, by 
the skill of our methods, we will try to make good. This 
step I must risk, or everything is lost.. We must beat the 
memy, or perish all of us before his batteries. So I read the 
jase ; so I will act in it. 

‘ Make this my determination known to all Officers of the 
Army ; prepare the men for what work is now to ensue, and 
>ay that I hold myself entitled to demand exact fulfilment of 
orders. For you, when I reflect that you are Prussians, can 
[ think that you will act unworthily ? But if there should be 
one or another who dreads to share all dangers with me, he,’ 
— continued his Majesty, with an interrogative look, and then 
pausing for answer, — ^can have his Discharge this evening, 
and shall not suffer the least reproach from me.’ — Modest 
strong bass murmur ; meaning ‘ No, by the Eternal 1 ’ if you 
looked into the eyes and faces of the group. Never will 
Retzow Junior forget that scene, and how effulgently eloquent 
the veteran physiognomies were. 

^ Hah, I knew it,’ said the King, with his most radiant 
smile, ‘none of you would desert me! I depend on your 
help, then; and on victory as sure.’ — ^The speech winds-up 
with a specific passage : ‘ The Cavalry regiment that does not 
on the instant, on order given, dash full plunge into the 
«iemy, I will, directly after the Battle, unhorse, and make it 
.. ^rr^nr^ent. Thc Infautry battalion whlch, mcet 
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with what it may, shows the least sign of hesitating, loses 
its colours and its sabres, and I cut the trimmings from 
its uniform ! Now good-night, Gentlemen • shortly we have 
either beaten the Enemy, or we never see one another 
again.'’ 

An excellent temper in this Army ; a rough vein of 
heroism in it, steady to the death ; — and plenty of hope in 
it too, hope in Vater Fritz. ‘ Never mind,’ the soldiers used 
to say, in John Duke of Marlborough’s time, ^ Corporal John 
will get us through it ! ’—That same evening Friedrich rode 
into the Camp, where the regiments he had were now all 
gathered, out of their cantonments, to march on the morrow. 
First regiment he came upon was the Life-Guard Cuirassiers : 
the men, in their accustomed way, gave him good-evening, 
which he cheerily returned. Some of the more veteran sort 
asked, ruggedly confidentialy4s well as loyal : ‘ What is thy 
news, then, so late?’ ‘Good news, children {Kmder) : 
tomorrow you will beat the Austrians tightly ! ’ ‘ That we 

will, by — ! ’ answered they. — ‘ But think only where they 
stand yonder, and how they have entrenched themselves ? ’ 
said Friedrich. ‘ And if they had the Devil in front and all 
round them, we will knock them out ; only thou lead us on ! ’ 
— ‘ Well, I will see what you can do : now lay you down, 
and sleep sound ; and good sleep to you ! ’ ‘ Good-night, 

Fritz ! ’ answer all ; ^ as Fritz ambles on to the next regiment, 
to which, as to every one, he will have some word. 

Was it the famous Pommern regiment, this that he next 
spoke to, — who answered Loudon’s summons to them once 
(as shall be noticed by and by) in a way ineffable, though 
unforgettable? Manteufel of Foot ; yes, no other 1 ^ They 
have their own opinion of their capacities against an enemy, 
and do not want for a good conceit of themselves. ‘Well, 
children, how think you it will be tomorrow ? They ax^e 
twice as strong as we.’ ‘Never thou mind that; there are 

^ Miiller, p. 21 (fram KaUmhomy of whom w*/r^) j Preuss, etc., etc. 

* Archenholtz, ii. 61 ; and Kuteen, p, 35. 
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no Pommerners among tEem ; thou knowest what the 
Pommemers can do!’ — Friedrich", ^ Yea, truly, that do I ; 
otherwise I durst not risk the battle. Now good sleep to 
you ! tomorrow, then, we shall either have beaten the Enemy 
or else be all dead.’ ‘ Yea,** answered the whole regiment ; 
«dead, or else the Enemy beaten’: and so went to deep 
sleep, preface to a deeper for many of them, — as beseems 
brave men. In this world it much beseems the brave man, 
uncertain about so many things, to be certain of himself for 
one thing. 

These snatches of Camp Dialogue, much more the Speech 
preserved to us by Retzow Junior, appear to be true ; 
though as to the dates, the circumstances, there has been 
debating.^ Other Anecdotes, dubious or more, still float 
about in quantity ; — of which let us give only one ; that of 
the Deserter (which has merit as a myth). ^ What made 
thee desert, then V ‘Hm, alas, your Majesty, we were got 
so down in the world, and had such a time of it !’ — ‘Well, 
try it one day more ; and if we cannot mend matters, thou 
and I will both desert.’ 

A learned Doctor, one of the most recent on these matters, 
is astonished why the Histories of Friedrich should be such 
dreary reading, and Friedrich himself so prosaic, barren an 
object ; and lays the blame upon the Age, insensible to real 
greatness ; led away by claptrap Napoleonisms, regardless of 
expense. Upon which Smelfiingus takes him up, with a 
twitch : 

^To my sud mind, Herr Doctor, it seems ascribable ratber to the 
Dryasdust of these Ages, especially to the Prussian Dryasdust, sitting 
comfortable in his Academies, waving sublimely his long ears as he 
tramples human Heroisms into unintelligible pipeclay and dreary con- 
tinents of sand and cinders, with the Doctors all applauding. 

^Had the sacred Poet or man of real Human Genius, been at his work, 
for the thousand years last past, instead of idly fiddling far away from 
his work,— which surely is definable as being very mainly. That of 
Metyr^ng human Heroisms; of painfully extricating, and extorting 


^ Kutzen, pp. 175-181. 



CH. IX.J FRIEDRICH MARCHES FOR SILESIA 305 

3d-5th Dec. 1757] 

from tlie circumambient chaos of muddy babble_, rumoux' and mendacity, 
some not inconceivable human and divine Imag’e of them, more and more 
clear, complete and credible for mankind (poor mankind dumbly looking* 
up to him for guidance, as to what it shall think of God and of Men in 
this Scene of Things), — I calculate, we should by this time have had a 
different Friedrich of it ; O Heavens, a different world of it, in so many 
respects ! 

‘^My esteemed Herr Doctor, it is too painful a subject. Godlike 
fabulous Achilles, and the old Greek Kings of men, one perceives, after 
study, to be dim enough Grazier Sovereigns, ^^living among infinite dung,'' 
till their sacred Poet extricated them. And our ww-sacred all-desecrat- 
ing Dryasdust,— Herr Doctor, I must say, it fills me with despair ! 
Authentic human Heroisms, not fabulous a whit, but true to the bone, 
and by all appearance very much nobler than those of-godlike Achilles 
and pious .^Eneas ever could have been,— left in this manner, trodden 
under foot of man and beast ; man and beast alike insensible that there 
is anything but common mud under foot, and grateful to anybody that 
will assure them there is nothing. Oh Doctor, oh Doctor 1 And the 
results of it— You need not go exclusively to France ” to look at them. 
They are too visible in the so-called Social Hierarchies," and sublime 
gilt Doggeries, sacred and secular, of all modern Countries ! Let us 
be silent, my friend.' — 

'Prussian Dryasdust,' he says elsewhere, 'does make a terrible job of 
it; especially when he attempts to weep through his pipeclay, or rise 
with his long ears into the moral sublime. As to the German People, 

I find that they dimly have not wanted sensibility to Friedrich ; that 
their multitudes of Anecdotes, still circulating among them in print and 
vivd voeey are proof of this. Thereby they have at least made a Myth of 
Friedrich's History, and given some rhythmus, life and cheerful human 
substantiality to his work and him. Accept these Anecdotes as the Epic 
they could not write of him, but were longing to hear from somebody 
who could. Who has not yet appeared among mankind, nor will for 
some time. Alas, my friend, on piercing through the bewildering 
nimbus of babble, malignity, mendacity, which veils sevenfold the Face 
of Friedrich from us, and getting to see some glimpses of the Face itself, 
one is sorrowfully struck dumb once more. What a suicidal set of 
creatures ; commanding as with one voice, That there shall be no Heroism 
more among them ; that all shall be Doggery and Commonplace hence- 
forth. " AcA, mein lieber Buher, you don't know that damned brood ! " 

Well, well. "Solomon's Temple," the Moslem say, "had to be buUt 
under the chirping of ten thousand Sparrows." Ten thousand of them ; 
committee of the whole house, unanimously of the opposite view; — and 
could not quite hinder it. That too is something I *— 

VOL. VI, tr 
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More to our immediate purpose is this other thing : That 
the Austrians have been in Council of War ; and, on delibera- 
tion, have decided to come out of their defences ; to quit 
their strong Camp, which lies so eligibly, ahead of Breslau 
and arear of Lissa and of Schweidnitz Water yonder; to 
cross Schweidnitz Water, leave Lissa behind them ; and meet 
this offensively aggressive Friedrich in pitched fight. SeverM 
had voted. No, why stir? — Daun especially, and others with 
emphasis. ‘ No need of fighting at all,’ said Daun : ‘we 
can defend Schweidnitz Water ; ruin him before he ever get 
across.’ ‘ Defend ? Be assaulted by an Army like his ? 
urges Lucchesi, the other Chief General : ‘ It is totally un- 
worthy of us ! We have gained the game ; all the honours 
ours ; let us have done with it. Give him battle, since he 
fortunately wishes it ; we finish him, and gloriously finish the 
War too ! ’ So argued Lucchesi, with vivacity, persistency, 
to his own ill luck, but evidently with approval from Prince 
Karl. Everybody sees, this is the way to Prince Karl’s favour 
at present. ‘ Have not I reconquered Silesia ? ’ thinks Prince 
Karl to himself ; and beams applause on the high course, not 
the low prudent one.^ In a word, the Austrians decide on 
stepping out to meet Friedrich in open battle : it was the 
first time they ever did so ; and it was likewise the last. 

Sunday December 4th, at four in the morning, Friedrich 
has marched from Parchwitz, straight towards the Austrian 
Camp f he hears, one can fancy with what pleasure, that the 
Austrians are advancing towards him, and will not need to 
be forced in their strong position. His march is in four 
columns, Friedrich in the vanguard ; quarters to be Neumarkt, 
a Httle Town about fourteen miles off. Within some miles 
of Neumarkt, early in the afternoon, he learns that there are 
a thousand Croats in the place, the Austrian Bakery at work 
there, and engineer people marking-out an Austrian Camp. 
‘On the Height beyond Neumarkt, that will be?’ thinks 
1 Kutzen, pp. 45-48. * MUller, p. 26. 
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Friedrich ; for he knows this ground, having often done 
reviews here ; to Breslau all the way on both hands, not a 
rood of it but is familiar to him. Which was a singular 
advantage, say the critics ; and a point the Austrian Council 
of War should have taken more thought of. 

Friedrich, before entering Neumarkt, sends a regiment to 
ride quietly round it on both sides, and to seize that Height 
he knows of. Height once seized, or ready for seizing, he 
bursts the barrier of Neumarkt ; dashes-in upon the thousand 
Croats ; flings-out the Croats in extreme hurry, musketry and 
sabre acting on them ; they find their Height beset, their 
retreat cut-off*, and that they must vanish. Of the 1,000 
Croats, <569 were taken prisoners, and 120 slain,’ in this 
unexpected sweeping-out of Neumarkt. Better still, in Neu- 
markt is found the Austrian Bakery, set-up and in full 
work ; — delivers you 80,000 bread-rations hot-and-hot, which 
little expected to go such a road. On the Height, the 
Austrian stakes and engineer-tools were found sticking in the 
ground ; so hasty had the flight been. 

How Prince Karl came to expose his Bakery, his staff of 
life so far ahead of him ? Prince Karl, it is clear, was a 
little pufied-up with high thoughts at this time. The 
capture of Schweidnitz, the late < Malplaquet ’ (poorish Anti- 
Bevern Malplaquet), capture of Breslau, and the low and lost 
condition of Friedrich’s Silesian affairs, had more or less 
turned everybody’s head, — ^everybody’s except Feldmarschall 
Daun’s alone : — and witty mess-tables, we already said, were 
in the daily habit of mocking at Friedrich’s march towards 
them with aggressive views, and called his insignificant little 
Army the < Potsdam Guard-Parade.’^ That was the common 
triumphant humour ; naturally shared-in by Prince Karl ; the 
ready way to flatter him being to sing in that tune. Nobody 
otherwise can explain, and nobody in anywise can justify, 
Prince Karl’s ignorance of Friedrich’s advance, his almost 
voluntary losing of his staff-of-life in that manner. 

^ Cogniazzo, ii. 417-422. 
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Prince Karl’s soldiers have each (in the cold form) three- 
days provision in their haversacks : they have come across the 
Weistritz River (more commonly called Schweidnitz Water), 
which was also the height of contemptuous imprudence ; and 
lie encamped, this night,— in long line, not ill-chosen (once 
the River is behind), — perpendicular to Friedrich’s march, 
some ten miles ahead of him. Since crossing, they had 
learned with surprise. How their Bakery and Croats had been 
snapt-up ; that Friedrich was not at a distance, hut near 
and that arrangements could not be made too soon ! Their 
position intersects the Great Road at right angles, as we hint ; 
and has villages, swamps, woody knolls ; especially, on each 
wing, good defences. Their right wing leans on N;;^ern and 
its impassable peatbogs, a Village two or three miles north 
from the Great Road; their centre is cbse behmd another 
Village called Leuthen, about as far south from it : length of 
their bivouac is about five miles ; which will become six or so, 
had Nadasti once taken post, who is to form the left wmg, 
and go down as far as Sagschiitz, southward of Leuthen. 
Seven battalions are in this Village of Leuthen, eight in 
Nypem, all the Villages secured; woods, scraggy abatis, 
redoubts, not forgotten ; their cannon are numerous, though 
of light calibre. Friedrich has at least 71 heavy pieces ; and 
10 of them are formidably heavy, — ^brought from the walls of 
Glogau, with terrible labour to Ziethen ; but with excellent 
effect, on this occasion and henceforth. They got the name 
of ‘ Boomers, Bellowers (Die Brummer),' those Ten. Friedrich 
was in great straits about artillery ; and Retzow Senior re- 
commended this hauling-up of the Ten Bellowers, which 
became celebrated in the years coming. And now we are 
on the Battle-ground, and must look into the Battle itself, 
if we can. 


♦ Plan, end of vol. 
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CHAPTER X 

BATTLE OF LEUTHEN 

Fkom Neumarkt, on Monday, long before day, the 
Prussians, all but a small party left there to guard the 
Bakery and Army Properties, are out again; in four columns; 
towards what may lie ahead. Friedrich, as usual in such 
cases, for obvious reasons, rides with the vanguard. To 
Borne, the first Village on tlie Highway, is some seven or 
eight miles. The air is damp, the dim incipiences of dawn 
struggling among haze ; a little way on this side Borne, we 
come on ranks of cavalry drawn across the Highway, stretch- 
ing right and left into the dim void : Austrian Army this, 
then ? Push up to it ; see what it is, at least. 

It proves to be poor General Nostitz, with his three Saxon 
regiments of dragoons, famous since Kolin-day, and a couple 
of Hussar regiments, standing here as outpost; — ^w^ho ought 
to have been more alert ; but they could not see through the 
dark, and so, instead of catching, are caught. The Prussians 
fall upon them, front and flank, tumble them into immediate 
wreck ; drive the whole outpost at full gallop home, through 
Borne, upon Nypem and the right wing, — without news except 
of this symbolical sort. Saxon regiments are quite ruined, 
‘S40 of them prisoners’ (poor Nostitz himself not prisoner, 
but wounded to death'); and the ground clear in this 
quarter. 

Friedrich, on the farther side of Borne, calls halt, till the 
main body arrive; rides forward, himself and staff, to the 
highest* of a range or suite of knolls, some furlongs ahead; 
sees there in full view, far and wide, the Austrians drawn-up 
before him. From Nypem to Sagschutz yonder; miles in 
length; and so distinct, while the light mended and the hazes 
faded, ‘ tibat you could have counted them ’ (through your 
* Died to Breetou, the twelfth day aftei (Seyfarth, ii. 362). 
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glasses), ^ man by man.’ A highly interesting sight to 
Friedrich ; who continues there in the profoundest study, and 
calls-up some horse regiments of the vanguard to maintain 
this Height and the range of Heights running south from it. 
And there, I think, the King is mainly to be found, looking 
now at the Austrians, now at his own people, for some three 
hours to come. His plan of Battle is soon clear to him : 
Nypem, with its bogs and scrags, on the Austrian right wing, 
is tortuous impossible ground, as he well remembers, no good 
prospect for us there : better ground for us on their left 
yonder, at Leuthen, even at Sagschiitz farther south, whither 
they are stretching themselves. Attempt their left wing ; 
try our ^ Oblique Order ’ upon that, with all the skill that is 
in us ; perhaps we can do it rightly this time, and prosper 
accordingly 1 That is Friedrich’s plan of action. The four 
columns once got to Borne shall fall into two ; turn to the 
right, and go southward, ever southward : — they are to 
become our two Lines of Battle, were they once got to the 
right point southward. Well opposite Sagschiitz, that will 
be the point for facing to left, and marching up, — in 
‘ Oblique Order,’ with the utmost faculty they have ! 

/Tlie Oblique Order, Schrage Stellung/ let the hasty reader pause to 
understand, ^is an old plan practised by Epanainondas, and revived by 
Friedrich, — who has tried it in almost all his Battles more or less, from 
Hohenfriedberg forward to Prag, Kolin, Rossbach ; but never could, in 
all points, get it rightly done till now, at Leuthen, in the highest time 
of need. It is a particular manoeuvre,'^ says Archenholtz, rather 
sergeant-wise, which indeed other troops are now'" (1793) ''''in the habit 
of imitating; but which, up to this present time, none but Prussian 
troops can execute with the precision and velocity indispensable to it. 
You divide your line into many pieces ^ you can push these forward stair- 
wise, so that they shall halt close to one another," obliquely, to either 
hand; and so, on a minimum of ground, bring your mass of men to the 
required point at the required angle. Friedrich invented this mode of 
getting into position ; by its close ranking, by its depth, and the manner 
of movement used, it had some resemblance to the Macedonian Phalanx," 
— chiefly in the latter point, I should guess ; for when arrived at its 


See Sketch of Plan, end of vol. 
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place, it is no deepei- than common. “Forming itself in this way, 11 
mass of troops takes-up in proportion very little ground ; and it shows in 
the distance, by reason of the mi.\ed uniforms and standards, a totally 
chaotic mass of men heaped on one another,’’ going in rapid maKos this 
way and that. “But it needs only that the Commander lift his finger ; 
instantly this living coil of knotted intricacies develops itself in imrfeet 
order, and with a speed like that of mountain rivers when the ice breaks,” 
— is upon its Enemy.’ ^ 

'Your Enemy is ranked as hero, in long lino, three or two to one. 
You march towards him, but keep him uncertain as to how you will 
attack ; then do on a sudden march up, not parallel to him, but oblique, 
at an angle of 45°, — swift, vehement, in overpowering numbers, on the 
wing you have chosen. Roll that wing together, ruined, in upon its 
own line, you may roll the whole live miles of lino into disordiw and 
ruin, and always bo in overpowering number at the point of diHimte. 
Provided, only, you arc swift enough about it, sharp enough ! But 
extraordinary swiftness, 8harpnea.s, precision is the indispensable con- 
dition by no means try it otherwise ; none but Prussians, drilled by 
an Old Dcssauer, capable of doing it. This is the Ordinmg, 

about which there has been such commentating and controversying 
among military people : whether Friedrich invented it, whether Cawar 
did it, how Epaminondas, how Alexander at Arbela ; how '—Which 
shall not in the least concern us on this occasion. 

The four columns rustled themselves into two, and turned 
southward on the two sides of Borne ; — southward henceforth, 
for about two hours; as if straight towards the Magic 
Mountain, the Zobtenberg, far off, which is conspicuous over 
all that region. Their steadiness, their swiftness and exacti- 
tude were unsurpassable. ‘It was a beautiful sight,’ says 
Tempelhof, an ejewitness : ‘ The heads of the columns were 
constantly on the same level, and at the distance necessary 
for forming ; all flowed on exact, as if in a review. And you 
could read in the eyes of our brave troops the noble temper 
they were in.’ ® I know not at what point of their course, or 
for how long, but it was from the column nearest him, which 
is to be first line, that the King heard, borne on the winds 
amid their field-music, as they marched there, the sound of 
Psalms,— many-voiced melody of a Church Hymn, well known 

1 Archenholt*, i. 309. » Tempelhof, i. 388, sSy. 
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to him ; which had broken-out, band accompanying, among 
those otherwise silent men. The fact is very certain, very 
strange to me : details not very precise, except that here, as 
specimen, is a verse of their Hymn : 

^ Grant that with zeal and skilly this day, I do 
What me to do behoves, what thou command’ st me to ; 

Grant that I do it sharp, at point of moment fit, 

And when I do it, grant me good success in it/ 

^ Gieh doss ich thd mit Fleiss was mir siu thun gehuhret, 

Wo%u mich dein Befehl in meinem Stande f uhrety 
Gieh doss icKs thue hold, zu der Zeit da icJis soil ; 

Und wenn iclis thuy so gieh dass es gerathe woUV ^ 

One has heard the voice of waters, one has paused in the 
mountains at the voice of far-off Covenanter psalms ; but a 
voice like this, breaking the commanded silences, one has not 
heard. ^ Shall we order that to cease, your Majesty By 
no means,’ said the IQng ; whose hard heart seems to have 
been touched by it, as might well be. Indeed there is in him, 
in those grim days, a tone as of trust in the Eternal, as of 
real religious piety and faith, scarcely noticeable elsewhere in 
his History. His religion, and he had in withered forms a 
good deal of it, if we will look well, being almost always in a 
strictly voiceless state, — ^nay, ultra-voiceless, or voiced the 
wrong way, as is too well known. ^ By no means ! ’ answered 
he : and a moment after, said to some one, Ziethen probably : 
^ With men like these, don’t you think I shall have victory 
this day!’ 

The loss of their Saxon Forepost proved more important to 
the Austrians than it seemed ; — ^not computable in prisoners, 
or killed and wounded. The Height named Scheuberg, — 
‘ Borne Rise’ (so we might call it, which has got its Pillar of 
memorial since, with gilt Victory atop where Friedrich 

^ of Porst ’ (Prussian Sternliold-and-Hopkins), ‘p. 689*1 cited 

in Preuss, ii. 107. 

^ Not till i854 (Kutzen, pp. 194, 195). 
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now is and where the AtiHtnam arc not, w at onee a seriyti 
and a point of vision to Friedrich. By loss of tl»i‘ir Nostit/ 
Forepost, they had lost view of Friwlrich, imd lu'ver eouhl 
recover view of him; could not for hours learn distimUy 
what he was about; an<l when he did coiiu* in si}'hl aixain, 
it was in a most unexpected place! On the further side *>1 
Borne, edge of the hig expanse of open country there. Fried 
rich has halted; ritiden with his adjutants to the top of ‘ the 
Scheuberg (Shy-hiil),' as the Books call it, though it i*' more 
properly a blunt Knoll or ‘llise,’-- the nearest of a t'hain of 
Knolls, or swells in Uie gromui, which runs from north to 
south on that part. 

Except the Zobtenlierg, rising blue ami massive, on the 
southom horizon (famous mythologic Mountain, remimling 
you of an Arlhur's Amt in shape Uh>, only bigger and solitary}, 
this Country, for many miles rouml, has nothing that laadtl 
be calkxl a Hill; it is definable ju* a Imre wide- waving eham- 
paign, with slight bunt}® on it, or slow heaviugs and sinkings. 
Country mostly under culture, though it is «»f sandy qualify ; 
one or two sluggish brooks in it ; imd rtHsly tnereH or min**, 
drained in our day. It is «lottet! with Hamlets of the usual 
kind; and luis patches of scraggy fir. \’our Imrizon, even 
where hare, is limital, owing to llic wavy heavings of the 
ground ; windmills anil church-bolfries are your only wsouiw, 
and even these, front about Ijeuthen and the Austrian iKmitton, 
leave the Borne quarter mostly invisible to ymi. I 4 i*nthen 
Belfry, the same wldcl; may have stood a hundm! yeum Itefom 
tins Battle, ends in a small tile-roof, o}»n only at tin* gable* ; 
— ‘ Ixnithcn Belfry,’’ says a recent Tourist, ‘is of small re^source 
for a view. To south you can see some distance, Hagselnit/., 
Ijobelinte and other Hamlets, amid scraggy fir-}Mil<-hes, mnt 
meadows, once mity pools ; but to north you an; sw»n shut-in 
by a swell or slow rise, with two windmills upon it' (ini- 
jmrtant to readers at present); ‘and to easlwiml ' {Bn*shu» 
side and Lissa side), ‘ or to w^twaid ' (Friedrich’s side), * i»ne 
has no view, except of the old watped rafters and tlwir old 
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mouldy tiles within few inches ; or, if by audacious efforts at 
each end, to the risk of your neck, you get a transient peep, 
it is stopt, far short of Borne, by the slow irregular heavings, 
with or without fir about them.’ ^ 

In short, Friedrich keeps possession of that Borne ridge 
of Eiiolls, escorted by Cavalry in good numbers ; twinkling 
about in an enigmatic way : — ‘ Prussian right wing yonder,’ 
think the Austrians ; ‘ whitherward, or what can they mean ?’ 
— and keeps his own columns and the Austrian lines in view ; 
himself and his movements invisible, or worse, to the Austrian 
Generals from any spyglass or conjecture they can employ. ^ 
The Austrian Generals are in windmills, on church-belfiies, 
here, there ; diligently scanning the abstruse phenomenon, of 
which so little can be seen. Daun, who had always been 
against this adventure, thinks it probable the vanished Prus- 
sians are retiring southward : for Bohemia and our Magazines 
probably. ‘ These good people are smuggling olf (Dk guten 
Leute paschen ah); said he: ‘let them go in peace.’® Daun, 
that morning, in his reconnoiterings, had asked of a peasant, 
‘What is that, then?’ (meaning the top of a Village-steeple 
in the distance, but thought by the peasant to be meaning 
something nearer hand). ‘ That is the Hill our King chases 
the Austrians over, when he is reviewing here!’ Which 
Daun reported at headquarters with a grin.® 

Lucchesi, on the other hand, scanning those Borne Hills, 
and the cavalry of Friedrich’s escort twinkling hither and 
thither on them, becomes convinced to a moral certainty. 
That yonder is the Prussian Vanguard, probable extremity of 
left wing; and that he, Lucchesi, here at Nypem, is to be 
attacked. ‘Attacked, you?’ said one Montazet, French 
Agent or Emissary here : ‘ unless they were snipes, it is 
impossible ! ’ But Lucchesi saw it too well. 

He sends to say that such is the evident fact, and that he, 
Lucchesi, is not equal to it, but must have large reinforcement 


^ Tourist’s Note, penes me, 
* Muller, p. 36. 


® Nicolai, Anekdoten^ h* 34. 



HATTLK OF LKITTHKN Sir> 

%th lirr, 

uf HiirM* til Ilifi right wing* ^’Ty^ii!’' iiiiHwrr Friim* Karl 
mil! Dmiii; mui rrtiirit mily iirgmiirnti wrbiil inmanlntioiH 
diatri*.*iW*4 lairrlii^Hi. Ltirtiim Hrnila a maiiu! incHsagis 

{iri^aning, iu Ibn likn ciffrrl;. a!«ii with lha likt* 
rrtiirii, wliirli aiialn a tywl inrHHitgt^ (|nita pas- 

Miitiiitr: Tiivfilry thi iml rmmN I will imt hr responsihlr 

fur tlir And imw Dhuii dnrs cnlhri fhr ratpiinHl 

; *idl tin* rrMTvr yf II-om%atal a grrat tunny 
friiiii flit* Irft wing’; -iiinh Ihnin liiiiisdf lirading thrii^ gnus 
«fF at. a nwll\ trill ; tii Imik iutn Liirrhrsi and his <lislrt*H.srs, 
tltn‘i* <»r fmir initrs In riglilt fivi* or m% from whrit:t tlir diiiigrr 
liw, Miiw k Frirdrirltk gahlrn iiniincntt. 

Wf*iifling iilwitvfi sntttli, on ilmr wrstrrii or invisihlr sitir 
«if tiifiiwi* Kiitiib, l•Virdric}^ » jamjilt! havr got to iihoni t!ie knad, 
nr m wi* might rail it, «tf Nmlasirs irft» To Hai!ax» 

iliirf, to or still fiuihrr south, and perhaps 

ft iiiiir wrsl of ISiidiisti* Friodrirh has iiiounli*d to Isdio- 
I fill x %%*iiidiiiil! ; iitid judges Unit the timo is rouir. Dium 
itiiii C'liviilry oiirt* got to sti|>piiri their right wing, and our 
miiitli liililiiili? tadiig mm siifliritmt, Fritsirirh, swift ns Prussian 
iiiiiiiiiwi%'riiig run do itt falls with all Ins strmglh upon ihrir 
left wing* Fciriiw in olil$i|yt onlrr,««* horn*, foot, artiUiiT, 
ail |:i©rfret in Itirir pmm; mid romi^ itmiining mer the 
Knoilii «t iiiddriiiy like ii firo-driugr on Nmlasti, 

wliii limi rliiirgr thriT* find waa t*ic|iecting no «urh advrntiim ! 
Hciw Fri«Weli did tht fiirtning in ohtkfna onlrr wfis at ^ that 
tiiiiif II iiiviitrry known only to kVinlrieh and Ins Frimsinim : 
blit of ftli roitntrint, gathering the mn^mi from him, 

liftw iiiiilrrstiind it, and ran learnedly eKplairi it to such ^as 
II w* riirioiia* Will »»!©» take a toueh mow of the JMll^ 
M^mmi F 

*¥«it go «liiir*wii*if {m iekrhn%^ nm» he: Miwt haltidion 
utaris MToiiil stiiwk iitiitiorable tilt the fintt have done dfty 
atriw? lit th# fifrydirit, Mwntl Imttalion also steps along; 
tliiftl WAitiiig for hi flfty-firit atep. First haltalion (right- 
mmt Imttiilioii m hmmrnt, m the ca« may lie; rightmost in 
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this Leuthen case) ‘ doing fifty steps before the next stirs^ and 
each battalion in succession punctually doing the same ’ : 
march along on these terms, — or halt at either end, while 
you advance at the other,-: — ^it is evident you will swing your- 
self out of the parallel position into any degree of obliquity. 
And furthermore, merely by halting and facing half-round at 
the due intervals, you shove yourself to right or to left as 
required (always to right in this Leuthen case) ; and so, — 
provided you can march as a pair of compasses would, — ^you 
will, in the given number of minutes, impinge upon your 
Enemy‘’s extremity at the required angle, and overlap him to 
the required length : whereupon. At him, in flank, in front, 
and rear, and see if he can stand it ! ^ A beautiful manoeuvre,’ 
says Captain Archenholtz ; ^ devised by Friedrich,’ by Friedrich 
inheriting Epaminondas and the Old Dessauer ; ^ and which 
perhaps only Friedrich’s men, to this day, could do with the 
requisite perfection.’ 

Nadasti, a skilful War-Captain, especially with Horse, was 
beautifully posted about Sagschutz ; his extreme left folded-up 
en potence there (elbow of it at Sagschutz, fore-arm of it 
running to Gohlau eastward); potence ending in firwood 
Knolls with Croat musketeers, in ditches, ponds, difficult 
ground, especially towards Gohlau. He has a strong battery, 
14 pieces, on the Height to rear of him, at the angle or elbow 
of his potence ; strong abatis, well manned in front to right- 
wards : upon this, and upon the Croats in the firwood, the 
Prussians intend their attack. General Wedell is there. 
Prince Moritz as chief, with six battalions, and their batteries, 
battery of 10 Brummers and another ; Ziethen also and Horse: 
coming-on in swift fire-flood, and at an angle of forty-five 
d^ees. Most unexpected, strange to behold ! From south- 
west yonder ; about one o’clock of the day. 

Nadasti, though astonished at the Prussian fire-deluge, 
stands to Ms arms ; makes, in front, vigorous defence; and 
even takes, in some sort, the initiative, — -that is, dashes-out 
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hiH i*iiuili\ on Zif'thrn, JH^furn /44*|.}'ii'ii bin ebirginL l^iellu‘u"s 
fill* of llio FrtiHNiaiiH^ injcl nre bi^e to 

llir right* i.g'iiiiiid otlrrifig tm ImihIh tm brook Ibnre (Uunigli 
/hrtlifii, torrMriyg ^in'h ilotVii^ hm i% rhiinp of infmitry near 
b\ to nif'tnl ill, M'ri Imrk iniiiof tliH jirnt shook^ coming 
thrwiibill n|Hiii lloio ; amt woiilil liioo faml badlvi hml not 
till* rfiuiig of iiifaiifry tn^lnnlly ojaaio^l lire on tlic Nadanii 
oiiil |Hniiril it in *»ncli itoiHb ojion iluiig tliui t1ic\% in 
linir UniH hml In r*'»d liark* Hark llic)% well out of range; 

luul ydiihi-n free tor n ronnirr'allack H!iorth% on 

riiHirr nuccrH.sfiil to iiim, Foi\ during that 

In^dr of lii% the Infaiiirt, in left of Zicllieig 

km iittiirkrd thr >iig^rhot/ Fiianiial ; cleaw lhal of Croate ; 
iit!rtrk«i \a»ia'*tdit line* hrcaki ik their Brninmer battery 
|Hi!onlly and Hie rage iif IVtHlell and everybmly 

friiig e^lifiiir. So fhiil* ill ii|iite of liie line groiimh Nadnrti 
in ill a bail %iav, on the e■S||renle left, or oiitinmit point of hm 
imlrrirr, or tmliral A'arr. Iloiiiiii tlie kneepnn or angle of 
liii^ iHien* the abatis, lie faivn ntill woiw, Abaiin, 

by llnoe ten llniniiiier!«i and otbrn* Battene*s till 
tinllrt and biiMinrI run art on ili Hjaaality given way, ‘They 
were mere Wurtrnibnger'^* tfieme; iind could not ntand i'' cricHl 
liie Aii^lrnin« ajailngrtindly* at a great ratfi afterwardn; as 
ifrtiiybiMiy rotdil well have fifmM!, 

Indi^jailalitv the Wiirlenib^rgem and the alnitw are gone ; 
iiiiil I lie Itrandrnliiirgii*^* ^lorniiiig after tlienit «torni Nadastf^ 
iiiterior biillerr of 14 |iieit*ii ; and allfiim are 

rajdtilv getting dr'»jHTiite in ilib tjuarter* Figure Prince 
Kiitf galloping mildly to m*idl ttmt Ikini (Cavalry ! 

Austrian Ikllidioini. }i!etity\if tlieiii, rtinb down to help 
; but they are wet by Hie miwiiiiig fugithw, the 
4“iiii»iiig are llieiimdiw thrown into dinortler, and 

run do no goml wtiiilever. limy arrive on the ground 
liiirrieib blown ; have not the leant time to take breath and 
order : Itie few«?»l of them ever got fairly rankcHb none of 
Itieiii ever «lm«l atMive iiiie jinali i all goen rolling wildly back 
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upon the centre about Leuthen. Chaos come on us ; — and 
all for mere lack of time : could Nadasti but once stretch 
out one minute into twenty I But he cannot. Nadasti does 
not himself lose head ; skilfully covers the retreat, trying to 
rally once and again. Not for the first few furlongs, till 
the ditches, till the firwood, quagmires are all done, could 
Ziethen, now on the open ground, fairly hew in ; ' take whole 
battalions prisoners ’ ; drive the crowd in an altogether stormy 
manner ; and wholly confound the matter in this part. 

Prince Karl, his messengers flying madly, has struggled as 
man seldom did to put himself in some posture about Leuthen, 
to get-up some defences there. Leuthen itself, the church- 
yard of it especially, is on the defensive. Men are bringing 
caimon to the windmills, to the swelling ground on the north 
side of Leuthen ; they dig ditches, build batteries, — could 
they but make Time halt, and Friedrich with him, for one 
quarter of an hour i But they cannot. By the extreme of 
diligence, the Austrians have in some measure swung them- 
selves into a new position, or imperfect Line round Leuthen 
as a centre, — ^Lucchesi, voluntarily or by order, swinging 
southwards on the one hand; Nadasti swinging northwards 
by compulsion; — new Line at an angle say of 75 ^ to the old 
one. And here, for an hour more, there was stiflF fighting, 
the stiffest of the day ; — of which, take one direct glimpse, 
from the Austrian side, furnished by a Young Gentleman 
famous afterwards : 

Leuthen, let us premise, is a long Hamlet of the usual littery sort; 
•with two rows, in some parts three, of farmhouses, bams, cattle-stalls ; 
with Church, or even with two Churches, a Protestant and a Catholic ; 
goes from east to west above a mile in length. With the wrecks of 
Nadasti tumbling into it pell-mell from the south-east, and Lucchesi 
desperately endeavouring to swing round from the north-west, not quite 
incoherently, and the Prussian fire-storm for accompaniment, Leuthen is 
probably the most chaotic place in the Planet Earth during that hour 
or so (from half-past two to half-past three) while the agony lasted. At 
one o’clock Nadasti was attacked ; at two he is tumbling in mid-cai*eer 
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$lh I/*,;! 

ttni»r4rt boilhou : I ihi^ dnii^ «if thin Kmirpt, m tOHiiiiuiny hy a 

NotiiliU*^ ««t>» l*o liiilf-|iiPii imt; whIm of tluMipwy junt about 

til auti liuforo iuur li \%m nil IbiyuHi ngmu %owiiiu‘HH in th<i 

yoiiii^ IVifiua tio l^rius mm i^iUim in iiii AiiHtrlau roKuuont of Foot; 
itwi aliiiiiliuif boro in ihm |u*riloun |iimiurO| linviuK boon ralliKl in m part 
of tlio itowfVis lio wiyM ; 

• i'ry liinl riM*u for I ho Ui»»iu*¥o/ in wbirli wtm my rogiment, ‘ und that 
It iittiHl i'oino on itN flint itn poHMtbhs* to lanitlion^ wont of m yotuh^* 

* IVo mn abut oo oonld run. Unr liioutoimiil-t'oiono! hdl luilod alnumt 
at lit!' tirnt ; lto 5 '«»iul tliin uo loi*t our Major, and iiidood all tlio Odkoru 
itiil tiifoin thrio^ iinly* inni iibiiut oirvon or i wad vis iif tlio Volunteer or 
i*iwirt htiul. tVo hud two mioroiiiitfii dtlrlioai wbirb lay in an 

iitfliarii to IrfI of tho lind lui»w« in l 4 mtlion ; and worr iH^ginuing to 
form in fniiit of tlio Vilhigr. Ilul tlirrii wiw no standing iif it BoHidoH 
agoiirriil raiiiiiiniido aurti aw ran )mrily imii|giiiod| thrro wan ti min of 
ra^^-ulsiil ii|Kin thw lliitlalion;, of wlilrh I, m Ilirm wiw tn^ C‘idon<d loft^ 
had III iiikti «oiitii$»iHl ; ainl a iliirtl IMtalbii of ilni lioyiil FruHnian Foot- 
goani#* itlilidi hml alrwniy rtiado of mr mgItmnU imwm that kind 

of iiitiiluri gmw, at ii ilbtiinro of tdghly paow, tha llvalbat firo on m, Jt 
itowal M if on tlio |mriido*grouii«l| lliitt lliW llailiitlort and waitod for iih^ 
wllliiiiit ilirrifig* 

Anutriait rrgimioit Ainllan, iil onr right band, oould not gat 
llnidf' foritioil proprrly l*y roiwm of tho honiiaii; it wum Hianding tinrty 
iliiap, iiiid uoiindtuir** ^hoi hit tw on tlm hark. ih\ my loft tha 
Aoilfian ragitimnl ,Mortd ran it«« wuyn ; itml t wim glad of tliat, in corn- 
prison, lly no mol hod or odort rtmld I got iha dragooiw of Baihyani, 
wild wtinwl fifty yard# ni roar of ina, to i*«l4n a llUla, and help mo out/ — 
itti gfioil rnlllitg lii'»rwih*iuiii, think tha rlmgiMinu of Hathyanh * My 
mnltlitw, wliii wim »till llrad with running, and had no ninnon (tha»a 
tllliar imm iiwa-ii*»iiy or rindco I hay Imd laft liahind), wow got ucatlarad, 
fmm in nnrnla^r^ iwd lighting itmlnly mtt of nullannim Mora our 
htitnnir* lliiiii tlio indlon of doing gtaal In Iht afair, pravantad m from 
riiiiiiiiig An Emlgn of tliii rrfciiniani Arln^rg halpd mo ii while to 
foriii# f’rofii liii fitnl iiiy own fragiimttlii, m kind of line ; hut he wait «hot- 
liiiwii* 1Vo Olflcar^ of ilw Ummtlhm hroiighi me wliiit they atill hiuL 
Hiiirie IliiitgariiiiP, Imi, were Itirkily got Ingeiher. Hut at hwt, iw, with 
iill lielpi it*d the remnaiiln of my own liravt ilatlallon, I Imtl come down 
til al ifii»l ^ drew hitrli to llw lleighl where the Windmill iH/f*— 
wlmrt tiiiiiy hate tiniwii loick, wtd ar» itaiidlng In i*hellered placoi^ » 
liiiiidrid deep, my oiir llookit. 

Stiff III I#ttth0ti| i»|»cially furbug lilt Ixnithon 

* Euyeii, p, lOiClioiii 
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Churchyard, a place with high stone w'alls, was got. Leuthen 
Village, we observe, was crammed with Austrians spitting fire 
from every coign of vantage; Church and Churchyard especially 
are a citadel of death. Cannon playing from the Windmill 
Heights, too; — moments are inestimable. The Prussian 
Commander (name charitably hidden) at Leuthen Church- 
yard seems to hesitate in the murderous fire-deluge : Major 
kollendorf, namable from that day forward, growling, ^No 
time this for study,’ dashes-out himself, ^ Ein andrer Mann 
(Follow me, whoever is a man) I ’ — smashes-in the Church- 
Gate of the place, nine muskets blazing on him through it ; 
smashes, after a desperate struggle, the Austrians clean out of 
it, and conquers the citadel.^ 

The Austrians, on confused terms, made stiff dispute in 
this second position for about an hour. The Prussian 
Reserve was ordered up by Friedrich; the Prussian left 
wing, which had stood ^ refused,’ about Radaxdorf, till now : 
at one time nearly all the Prussians were in fire. Friedrich 
is here, is there, wherever the press was greatest ; ^ Prince 
Ferdinand,’ whom we now and then find named, as a diligent 
little fellow, and ascertain to be here in this and other Battles 
of Friedrich’s, — ‘Prince Ferdinand at one time pointed his 
cannon on the Bush or Fir-Clump of Radaxdorf; — an aide- 
de-camp came to him with message : ‘You are firing on the 
King ; the King is yonder !’ At which Ferdinand ’ (his dear 
little Brother) ‘ erschrack^ or almost fainted with terror.^ 

StijfiP dispute; and had the Austrians, possessed the Prussian 
dexterity in manoeuvring, and a Friedrich been among them, 
— perhaps ? But on their own terms, there was from the 
first little hope in it. ‘Behind the Windmills they are a 
hundred men deep ’ ; by and by, your Windmills, riddled to 
pieces, have to be abandoned ; the Prussian left wing rushing 
on with bayonets, will not all of you have to go ? Lucchesi, 
with his abundant Cavalry, seeing this latter movement 
and the Prussian flank bare in that part, will do a stroke 
^ Miiller, p. 42. ^ Kutzen, p. IIO- 
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5lh Dtc. 

tjjHHv Ihum thiN proval properly the finale of the 

imitliT, fin«l to hoUi Lufdu'Hj and it 

l'h« 1‘mnHiiin Hauk w«i« to apjwamnce bare in that leftward 
<pmrii-r ; hut only to apjwarance ; Driesen with the left wing 
of Horse is in a Hollow him! by{ strictly charged by Fried- 
rich to im>let't miiti flank, and take nothing else in Imnd. 
Oriesen lets Luwhesi gnlksp by, in this aireer of his; then 
eitu-rgi's, ranked, and eonies slorniing-in upon Lneehesi’s back, 
— entindy coiifonjuling his astonished Cavalry and their 
canin'. Astoiii»h«l Cavalry, bullet-storra on this side of 
Ibeni, nlge of swtmi on that, taking wing in all directions 
<or nil except to west and souUt) quite over the horizon; 
LutThesi himself get* killed,---croiMiet a still wider horizon, 
|«K»r man. H© liegan the ruin, and he emb it For now 
Driwten takes th© laired Austrians in flank, in rear ; and all 
goes tumbling here too, and in a few minutes is a general 
dchige renrwnnl towartls Kitarii and Lissa side. 

At Snara the Austrians, sim just sinking, made a third 
attempt to stunt! ; hut it was hojwlessly faint this time ; 
went all asunder at the lirst push; and flowixi then, torrent- 
wise, ttiwanls all its Hritiges over the Hehweidnilz Water, 
towanls Bruslan by every melhcxl, 'i*here are four Bridges, 
Htaladwits Im'Iow Lissa; Goldschmieden, HeniiamiHdorf, 
aimve ; anti the main one at IJwia iMf, a standing Bridge 
on the Iltgbroatl tdso of wood); 'and by this the chief 
torrent flows; Prussian lionie punwiiqf vigorously; Ihussian 
Infantry drawn. up at Saara, ratting some minut<«, after such 
a tlay’s work.* , 

Truly a menmmbl© bit of work ; no finer done for a 
Intndml wars, or for hitntlreds of years; and Uie results of it 
manitblil, intiiietliate anti remote. About 10,000 Anstriatis 
are left on tlm flekt, fl,000 of them sisin ; prisoners already 

* Airlmhaltv, i, Btjiltiim, fl. SSS'tfs (by tn syewltnen, 

mrcliifl Airuant of lbs n«nl« snd previotn March ; it, ajs-ays, of 
ihii He, folltiwingli fresM, it iis, &o. ; Toapclhoi^ L aytS. 
mu VI. ^ : X 
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toy wilt linitg liK» tt'iiown oi y»ur mm 

to th© liitudl iHwti-rily.* 

High BJiii low hiwl show thin thiy ; wjwtniilly l!«‘w font 
Zk'tlun), l)rh*M‘», IU‘t/ow, «}»l nhtm* nil Mtnit/ «tf n<H-.io 
Kiditig up tho litio. «* night f«-». i Viotlrioh. in jm'-sing M.iri) 
mill till* right wing, th'«'W Inittli' for lui intfonf : ‘ t roiigri 
tnliito yon on (ho Virlory, Hi-rr i’VhlmHr*«h<iU ! ‘ oriit! ! 
fhwrilvi ami with t'(njih«»ii* on tho wnni. M*>rit#, uti 


rather in Uie »hmiow 


mw mmm piiww 

m iiir. itiitl 


mwmww’wwm'jf t, ^ ^ ^ W 

(Excellency or (tfiuml, a* Uie Ijiiwibnl think* him) wishing 
to iipeak with the nmii. Will U»e remlrr romwiit t»» tlmir 
Diah^Mf, whieli in ilulUsh, hut dngnlar to \mm In an 
authentic form, wlUi NicoW »* wudiiw?* like «oHie jamr 
old Ibowo-ahoe, ploughod-up on the 8*W. Two-fwthlnp 

* Ki^, pi* till li|# * dmiikim, lii, i|t #11. 
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worth t»r ruMly ohl iron; now HtUe otiier than a curve of 
brown niHfc ; !)nt it galiojiai at the Battle of Leuthen ; that 

h miturlliiiig !«- 


*Vmm mm; cukli tm hf t!i0 itlrrup-liatliw* (lAnrllord with 
Iiyilt^rii ilmm mt)* urn mi Iht Br«kti Gmt Eoad, that goes 

tlirtnigh Liw, iiroii't woP 
Itimikrd, * 1‘krolloft*,* 

Kiniin * Who nm you ?* 

imuHimi. * Vour Exoiilloitii, I am th@ iCrBirnkmir* (Bllmlm for Land- 
lord) * at Kaarii/ 

AhVif, * Viiu Imm had a groat im\ to iufir, I iiippoia/ 

Itimikrtk ftmf had mt 1 1 For the last eig1it-tnd« 

fiirly hfitiw, *l«« the Auitriarw ©aiw# mmm SciweMwlla Water, mj poor 
liouwi hii Ihwii to tim door with them, so many semnts they 

hare ; and iuoh a hiillytof wii! lunihlinf i— Hey hart driven me half 
tiiad ; and 1 tm eltin pliiiMlerwl out* 

Aliif. * I am iorry lnclr#<l to hear that 1— Were tibere Generals too In 
yotir tifiiiae? What »ld tlioy ^ Tell me, thin,* ' 

Itimiimi, * With yimr liailltai. Will | ytitorday noon, I 

had Friiiriiliiirl In my ami hli Adjutants and people all crowding 

alioiii. Hwrh a «|UO#iltml«g and Imtliirlng I llundradi came dashing In, 
and oiln^r lutiidrofls wore mni tiiilj in and out they went all night; no 
aoiitior wiw one ginit% than ten riime, I had to keep a roaring hre in the 
kllfhen all tilglii; so many Gflleeri crowding to It to warm themaelvm 
And limy tolkwl ami l«lilil«l this mmi that Om would say, That our 
liliig wm mming tui, iHwi# wltti hii Fotudinn Guard-Parade/* Another 
aiiiwisrs, ** dfirl, lit ilariii*! ooiii© 1 H« wil mn for ll ; wt will let him 
rtiii/* Hut now ifiy dolight 1% our Etef hii pid th« toilr fooleriei 
ill prettily tlili uftmumm 1* 

Aliig. Wliffi gcil yiiii rid ©f yiiiir h%h,p«tiP' 

Irfiiifllerd, * Alitiiil tiliii Itili »©ralnf thi Prin^ pi to horni ; and not 
liiiif »ft#r llirti, hi «»§ psi ^ispliii wito i iwaim of 0S»ii ; idl going 
flit I »pml for liiim. iti toll of hwiffliftf toiy oami | «id now tlmy 
Wifi tiff, wnifif till® fenwiMi ! I mm he# tt mm And ever after him, 
llm iiiiitl of itmm r»ti, Illghmad m% Iroai hour and more 

Iwifcirf ll •tiiW.. Stteli i plLwtlli iieh a wiltor, «mliy «d muifct teew 
all Jiiiiililrd I mr Eliig niiiil tiav# flten tbim a drwidM lathering, 
lliat |i wlmi lh#y Imm i©l by Ihtif hw^iif and tibilr lying, — for, 
yiiiir Kirtibiii, lliw pwpli to, tClag wm foi^en l^y Ms 
4»wii Clwitmtii all Hi l»| |tf©pl© tyii gone and left hlm**| what I netir 
ill Itikiiiirlil wli 
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King (not liking even rumour of tliat kind), ‘ There you are right ; 
never can such a thing be believed of my Army.* 

Landlord (whom this ^ my* has transfixed). ^ Mein Gott, you are our 
gnddigster Konig (most gracious King) yourself ! Pardon^ pardon^ if, in 
my stupidity^ I have — 

King » ^ NO; you are an honest man : — probably a Protestant ? 

Landlord, ^ Joa^ joa, Ihr Magestdt^ I am of your Majesty s creed ! 

Crack-crack ! At this point the Dialogue is cut short by 
sudden musket-shots from the woody fields to right ; crackle 
of about twelve shots in all ; which hurt nothing but some 
horse’s feet, — ^had been aimed at the light, and too low. 
Instantly the light is blown out, and there is a hunting-out 
of Croats ; Lissa or environs not evacuated yet, it seems ; 
and the King’s Entrance takes place under volleyings and 
cannonadings. 

King rides directly to the Schloss, which is still a fine 
handsome house, ofF the one street of that poor Village, 
north side of street ; well railed ojff, and its old ditches and 
defences now trimmed into flower-plots. The Schloss is full 
of Austrian Officers, bustling about, intending to quarter, 
when the King enters. They, and the force they still had in 
lissa, could easily have taken him: but how could they 
know? Friedrich was surprised; but had to put the best 
face on it.^ ^ Bon soir. Messieurs ! ’ said he, with a gay tone, 
stepping in : ‘Is there still room left, think you ? The 
Austrians, bowing to the dust, make way reverently to the 
divinity that hedges a King of this sort ; mutely escort him 
to the best room (such the popular account) ; and for certain 
make off, they and theirs, towards the Bridge, which lies a 
little farther east, at the end of the Village. 

Weistritz or Schweidnitz Water is a biggish muddy stream 
in that part; gushing and edd^ng; not voiceless, vexed by 
mills and their weirs. Some firing there was from Croats in 
the lower houses of the Village, and they had a cannon at 
the farther Bridge-end; but they were glad to get away, and 

1 In Kutzcn (pp. 121, 209 et seq.) explanation of tbe true circumstances, and 
source of the mistake. 
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vanish in the night ; muddy Weistntz singmg hoarse adieu 
to their cannon and them. Prussian grenadiers plunged 
indignant into the houses; made short work of the musketries 
there. In few minutes every Croat and Austrian was across, 
or silenced otherwise too well ; Prussian cannon now going 
in the rear of them, and continuing to go, — such had been 
the order, ‘till the powder you have is done.’ Fire of 
musketry and occasional cannon lasts all night, from the Lissa 
or Prussian side of the River, — ^‘lest they bum this Bridge, or 
attempt some mischief.’ A thing far from their thoughts, in 
present circunastances. 

The Prussian Host at Saara, hearing these noises, took to 
its arms again; and marched after the King, Thick darkness; 
silence ; tramp, tramp : — a Prussian grenadier broke-out, 
with solemn tenor voice again, into Church-Music; a, known 
Church-Hymn, of the homely Te-Deum kind ; in which five- 
and-twenty thousand other voices, and aU the regimental 
bands, soon join : 

‘ Nun danket alle Gott ‘ Now thank God, one and aU, 

MU Serxen, Mund und EOndm, With heart, with voice, with hands-a, 
Ber grosse Binge thut Who wonders great hath done 

An uns und alien Enden.’ » To ns and to aU lands-a.’ 

And thus they advance; melodious, far-sounding, through 
the hollow Night, once more in a highly remarkable manner. 
A pious people, of right Teutsch stuff, tender though stout ; 
and, except perhaps Oliver Cromwell’s handful of Ironsides, 
probably the most perfect soldiers ever seen hitherto. 
Arriving at the end of Lissa, and finding all safe as it 
should be there, they make their bivouac, their parallelogram 
of two lines, miles lon^ across the fields, left wing resting 
on Lissa, right on Guckerwitz ; and, — Shaving, I should think, 
at least tobacco to depend on, with abundant stick-fires, 
and healthy joyful hearts,— —pass the night in a thankful, 
comfortable manner. 


1 Milller, p. 48. 
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Leuthen was the most complete of all Friedrich’s victories ; 
two hours more of daylight, as Friedrich himself says, and it 
would have been the most decisive of this century.^ As it 
was, the ruin of this big Army, 80,000 against 30,000,^ was 
as good as total; and a world of Austrian hopes suddenly 
coOapsed ; and all their Silesian Apparatus, making sure of 
Silesia beyond an ^ was tumbled into wreck, — by this one 
stroke it had got, smiting the corner-stone of it as if with 


unexpected lightning. On the morrow after Leuthen, Fried- 
rich laid siege to Breslau ; Karl had left a garrison of 17,000 
in it, and a stout Captain, one Sprecher, determined on 
defence : such interests hung on Breslau, such immensities of 
stores were in it, had there been nothing else. Friedrich, 
pushing with all his strength, in spite of bad weather and 
of Sprecher’s industrious defence, got it in twelve days.® 
Sprecher had posted placards on the gallows and up and 
down, terrifically proclaiming that any man convicted of 
mentioning surrender should be instantly hanged : but Fried- 
rich’s bombardment was strong, his assaults continual ; and 
the ditches were threatening to freeze. On the seventh day 
of the siege, a Lahoratorium blew-up ; on the ninth, a 
Powder-magazine, carrying a lump of the rampart away 
with it. Sprecher had to capitulate : Prisoners of War, we 
17,000 ; our cannons, ammunitions (most opulent, including 
what we took from Bevern lately); these, we and Breslau 
altogether, alas, it is all yours again. 

iUegm^tz Garrison, seeing no hope, consented to withdraw 
on leave. Schweidnitz cannot be besieged till Spring come : 
except Schweidnitz, Maria Theresa, the high Kaiserinn, has 
no foot of ground in Silesia, which she thought to be hers 
utterly. Patents and all; Schweidnitz alone 
waitmg till Spring. To the lively joy of Silesia in general ; 

^ CEuvr&s de Fridiric^br, 167 . 

of c strength before the Battle’ (deduct the Garrisons 

* V ^ (from the 

1 ^h T)^ etc. of it in Belden^GtscU^ic, iv. 9S5-96X. 

‘ aSth December ! 1016. 955 90X- 
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to the thrice-lively sorrow and alarm of certain individuals, 
leading Catholic Ecclesiastics mainly, who had misread the- 
signs of the times in late months ! There is one Schallgotsch, 
Archbishop or head-man of them, especially, who is now in a 
bad way. Never was such royal favour; never such in- 
gratitude, say the Books at wearisome length. SchafIgotKch 
was a showy man of quality, nephew of the tiuondani Austrian 
Governor, whom Friedrich, across a good deal of Tapal and 
other opposition, got pushed into the Catholic Primacy, and 
took some pains to make comfortable there, — Order of the 
Black Eagle, guest at Potsdam, and the like;— having a kiiul 
of fancy for the airy Schaffgotsch, as well as judging him 
suitable for this Silesian High-Priesthood, with his moderate 
ideas and quality ways, — which I have heard were a little 
dissolute withal. To the whole of which Schaffgotsch proved 
signally traitorous and iugrate; and had plucked-off the 
Black Eagle (say the Books, nearly breathless over such a 
sacrilege) on some public occasion, prior to Leu then, and 
trampled it under his feet, the unworthy follow. Schafigotsch s 
pathetic Letter to Friedrich, in the new days jxjslorior to 
Leuthen, and Friedrich’s contemj)tuous im'xorabic answer, we 
could give, but do not: why should we? O King, I know 
your difficulties, and what epoch it is. But, of a truth, your 
airy dissolute Schaffgotsch, as a grateful ‘Archbishop and 
Grand- Vicar,’ is almost uglier to me than M a Traitor un- 
fateful for it; and shall go to the Devil in his own way ! 
They would not have him in Austria; he wiw not well 
received at Home ; happily died before long,* Frietlrich was 
not cruel to Schaffgotsch or the others, contemptuously mild 
rather; but he knew henceforth what to exjMJct of them, and 
slightly changed this and that in his Silesian methods in 
consequence. 

T «• word. On the morrow after 

Leuthen, Captain Prince de Ligne and old Papa D’Ahremberg 

* Preuss, ii. 113, 114 ; KuUen, pp. la, 155-160, for the real pardcHlari, 
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could find little or no Army ; they stept across to Grabschen, 
a village on the safe side of the Lohe, and there found Karl 
and Daun : ^ rather silent, both ; one of them looking, Who 
would have thought it ! ” the other, Didn’t I tell you ? ” ’ — 
and knowing nothing, they either, where the Army was. 
Army was, in fact, as yet nowhere. ‘ Croat fellows, in this 
Farmstead of ours,’ says De Ligne, ^had fallen to shooting 
pigeons.’ The night had been unusually dark ; the Austrian 
Army had squatted into woods, into office-houses, farm- 
villages, over a wide space of country ; and only as the day 
rose, began to dribble-in. By count, they are still 50,000 ; 
but heart-broken, beaten as men seldom were. ^ What sound 
is that ? ’ men asked yesterday at Brieg, forty miles off ; and 
nobody could say, except that it was some huge Battle, fateful 
of Silesia and the world. Breslau had it louder; Breslau 
was still more anxious. ^ What iy all that ? ’ asked some- 
body (might be Deblin the Shoemaker, for anything I know) 
of an Austrian sentry there : ^ That ? That is the Prussians 
giving us such a beating as we never had.’ What news for 
Deblin the Shoemaker, if he is still above ground 1 — 

^Prince Karl, gathering his distracted fragments, put 17,000 into 
Breslau by way of ample garrison there ; and with the rest made-off 
circuitously for Schweidnitz ; thence for Landshut, and down the Moun- 
tains, home to Konigsgratz, — self and Army in the most wrecked con- 
dition. Chased by Ziethen ; Ziethen sticking always to the hocks of 
them,” as Friedrich eagerly enjoins on him ; or sometimes it is, sitting 
on the breeches of them ” : for about a fortnight to come.^ Ziethen took 
2,000 prisoners ; no end of baggages, of wagons left in the difficult places : 
wild weather even for Ziethen, still more for Karl, among the Silesian- 
Bohemian Hill-roads : heavy rains, deep muds, then sudden glass, with 
cutting snowblasts : An Army not a little dilapidated,” writes Prince 
Karl, almost with tears in his eyes ; Army without linens, without 
clothes ; in condition truly sad and pitiable ; and has always, so close are 
the enemy, to encamp, though without tents.” ^ Did not get to Konigs- 


1 Eleven Royal Autographs : in Blumenthal, <3/ Z>i? 94-111), 

a feeble incorrect Translation of them. 

2 Ktitzen, p. 134 (* Prince Karl to the Kaiser, December 14th 0* 
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gratz, and safe slieltor^ for ton days more# CounttHl^ at Kiwigi^rliy m 
the Christmas time, ar^OOO rank and ^^22,000 nf wluiiii ar§ gnnn to 
hospital^,'* by the Doctor's report 

^Universal astonishment, indignation, a?6n incredulity, is the iitiiiiotir 
at Vienna : the high Kaiserinn herself, kept In the dark for sotiio ilfiio, 
becomes dimly aware; and by Kaiser Franz's own ativiro nlw relievi« 
Prince Karl from his military employments, and appolnti Daiin ifwIeatL 
Prince Karl withdrew to his Government of the Netfierlandu ; mul with 
the aid of generous liquors, and what natural magnanimity ho had, spent 
a noiseless life thenceforth; Sword laid entirely on Ifio shelf; aii«l 
immortal Glory, as of Alexander and the like, quite making its eicit frtiiii 
the scene, convivial or other. ^^The first General In tliii world/* lut 
used to be ten years ago, in Austria, In England, Ifollaiiii, tlio thrlo#* 
greatest of Generals: but now he hm tried Frledrlcli In Flv« piteli«i 
Battles (Czaslau, Hohenfriedberg, Bohr, then Prig*, then 
been beaten every time, under every fom of olroum»tano§ | luid now, al 
Leuthen, the fifth beating is such, no puhllOj how«v«r Ipioranl, ewi 
stand it farther. The ignorant public changei ill longwiarei 
into contumeliously horrid shrieks of condemnation ; In which on# li 
still farther from joining. That crossing of the Ilhine/* Fri#ilri«b, 
w&s a. belk chose ; but fiatterers blew him Into dangeroui 
besides, he was ill-obeyed, as others of us have baen/** Adliii to hlmp 
poor redfaced soul and good liquor to him,— at least If ha ran tmka it 
m moderation i ' 


The astonishment of all men, wise and iiiii|ila| *t tfiii 
sudden oversetting^of the same of thinp, and tnrriiiif of tlit 
gazetteer-diplomatic^ theatre bottom uppermMt,. wm Mtiimllj 
extreme, especially in gazetteer and diplomatic and 

the admiration, willing or unwilling, of FriecWdi, in 
most essential points of him, rose to a high pitdi. Batter 
^Idier, It IS clear, has not been heard of in the modern nm-*. 
Heroic constancy, courage superior to fates Severn! elttar 
hero;-~pity he were such a Ikr withal, and 
Ignorant of common honesty; thought the rimple sort, in 

Liz, rl-’T’xf’ to the latter 

to Zf/Tu T ^ imnmnJlLZu 

to be essentially the finest Battle of the century; and imlml 
ftince de Ligne, Mdmoim sur Fridirk (BerUe, 17%), p, 
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oiu* of flu* fonts over liono by num in'liis Fighting 

i fur iiisiHiicr, wlu) had niu over these 

Il.UlIrn at hriedrieh (appanadly soaiewliat ia liaste, but 
alna\,v \Hth li wi>ri} ii|iuii them which is wtaih gathering 
iVum Mieh^a mum^% ^^mks thus of I^mtheu: ‘Idas Baltics is 
II mitHterjiiece of iimvemeuts, of iiiameiivres, and of rc\solutiou; 
eutmgli to iiiimorlalise Friedrich, and rank lum among the 
great e.d CJenerak Manifosis, in the highest degree, both his 
liioral cfuidities and his niiiitaryd ^ 

ilow the Fnglidi Walpoles, in Parliament and out of it; 
how the IVusdsoi IPArgenses, tlu^ (lic/etieer and 

viigiie pithlie, may have* spoken and written at that time: 
when ilie maiier wars ire>»!i and on evi*rvlH)dv*^s longue, -—jtulge 
sill! Iiy Iw'o small sym|>loins widely we have to show : 

r« d Inirr if (IHIrgey, near Breslau, 10th 

Binaauher 17^7). * Your IrieiHlsIiip seduces ymg rntm cilrr; I am but a 

|,wi!lry kiiiive {fmihstm} in r«m|mnsim with Alcjcander/* and nut w^orthy 
O'* tw ilie slmedutelifas of ‘M'lwar'* I Nmwsity, who k the mother of 
itidtinfry^ hai*- niade me act| iiul have reemirse to desperate reinodiei in 
evti.w Ilf It like niitiire, 

* IVe hm^ md hero* (this diiy, hy eapiluhttlon of Brealau) ^from 
fmirli^eii to titleen lhmi*»aiid prl«onar»: no llirth In all, I have above 
Iweiity fliree thiMiwiml of the Queenfs troops in my hands, fifteen 
Urmu’iiki itml ahmti mweii hundred Ofltrers, *1‘is a plaster on my 
Hetmd«» hill it h far enough fmot iusilitig Ihein* 

* I am now almiit niarrhliig lo the .Mountain regiiin, to settle the chain 
of «|ii{irte« there; and If yon will mnm% you will fmd the roads free and 
safe, I wm wirry at the Al>he*i lreiisoii/»-|mltry IM Prados, of whom we 
heard eiiiiugh already.* 

4 There Btands on this inanlel- 

plwef eay« onti of my CWreepondents# the amialile Hmeifungus, in sliort, 
whom rmder«t lire ari|tniiitted with, wmill Clhlna l^lug, not of Imd 
«hfipe ; dmitiriug itself, In mm %4mmm ooriior, to he made at \Pore.eHii*r, 
" li l.» Mhireetittir, IJW/* (lalli in the seiwoii, I presume, demand being 
hrl«k); which oihlliltn, ail round il, a diligent Potter’s-Apollmosis of 


* Mottdwloti* 0iiM di MapMmt vii, an. This Napoleon Summary 

#/ W#i/r#Vi*i and tliew brief Bits of Criticlinn «« pleasant reading, 

ihfHigli the fnill evidtntly of ilh|ht study, and do credit to Napoleon perhaps still 
wore fluiUo Fiiedrlcls. ^ (Emms di Fr/dAiff %tx, 4^, 
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IiaHtily kwu'toI <‘iit!iUHiiwn> of 

nuuikhuL Worth, whilo it IiinIh iiithrt.kon, n iiixjtft'tioii Irmu 

you in Imrryijifjc alon^j:. ^ _ 

^ Front mh\ when y<Hi iuko miv Mu^ hy tlio Intrnllo for arniknut trom 
it, offerH a piior well-inoant < 1 una iknlniit, lalnaiial liiNo or Fin ; 
(k)py of FriodrielFH Portrait Fy PoHms ivvonty voarH loo yonoK tot* tho 
tinuv Hinilin^r out; nobly up(»n" you; u|ioii wloun thorn iW^wwU uoh 
mpidity a Email (ionius (ruoro liko a <ki|nd who had iaoddy lotv.utloo 
how, and |,^ooh hoadfonunost on imothor orrand) to dia*|» a wroath tm fh - 
denerving head;— wroath far too ninail lor ovor polling im (owing to 
dintaneo,, lot xm hopo), ilmtigli iho ariloHH Fiiititor makon no %ittn ; mal 
indeed both thmiiw and wreath, m ho givo-M ihont» look ulmmi like a hig 
innect^ which the King will ho apt to trout har»*hty if ho no! in* il, I ht 
the oppoHite dde, EOpiiratad from FrIodrirli'M hark by Itm hamilin 

is an enormotw Image of Fame, with wings lllling half Iho :\lng, will* two 
trumpets going at ouee (a haM«| probably,, and a koblo), who ilios wiili 
great ease; and between her eager fare mul the uiiosipwiifiit one of 
Friedrich (who is l«0^ of!\ and knowi nolliiitg of li) stainls a rirriilur 
Trophy, or Imbroglio of drums, plkoi, nnmkeis, eaniwim, helddhigs ami 
the like; wy slightly tied together, --the knot, if lin^re k one, being 
hidden hy some fantiintlc hit o»f scroll or esmdrhetuj, wilh ii, haiiie anti 
on 0 trumpet scratched <ui it ; and high out of the Inthrtiplio ri«e three 
standards inscrihetl wdili Names,, which xm pemnvt* are infendi'd to he 
names of Friedrichk Firtories; Mtandiirds notalile at liuH day, with 
Names whitdi 1 will jnnnrtually give yon, 

^Standard first, which Hies to the westward or leftward, low **' ilcsHheig 
(no Hindi place on tins tlisiracItHi glidat, ht.il meiiiyng Hevernk 
perhaps), Eeislmrg,** *n*rague/* *Uhdllin** l^lhhlhf stiniihird 
lamutifully round its Htaff, and gives iis In read, ** ^Velhiim ** (imumtlnnU 
too ; may mean Weiminu or I^ohoslia), “EowbactF* (very goodlj, ** llre»hi«*' 
(poor Bevenik, thought a rWor|/ in Worcester at this time I), 
third, wlihdi diei to easiwaird or right liami, has **“ Keutiiark " (ihiit k» 
Nimmarki and the Austrian llread-ovens, 4ih iferemku*) ; 
yet Imihm in KngllHli nomeiicliiture) I and ** ilresliiti*' iigaiti, which 
means the capture of llresliiu h% this time, ami b a nml siircr#^, 
7th-UHh December giving us the iipprmtimaiii dale, riirkl tuns 17^*7, 
to this hasty Mug, A *Mug got«ii|i for iiimimrary Kogfisli 
and the accidental ins! ruction of posterity. It Is of tolrrulde •rhiiia ; 
hohis a good pint, **To ttie Prolestanl Hero, with ail llte limiiiurs** : - 
and offers, In little, a curltnw eyidiola Into Hie then Kiigkiid, with iH 
then lights and notioiw, which k now so tlnepdiithleii from tw, under 
volcanic Mhos, French llovolutbiii, md the wrecks of a lluiulri^d wy 
decadent Years/ 
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C II A FT EE XI 

WINTKR IN HKK81.au ; TIIIHU OAMl’AION OI'KNS 

FmiiinH »i> (hiring gmmi vk'torku, is suiiVring sjuily 

in iicnltii, • auliifw tkpm huU jokw* mnliier hIwji nor Appe- 
tite ’i ‘eight HKmlhs of mere anguishes and agilnlions do 
wear one down.’ He Is tired too, iie nays* of the mere 
iHwiness-tnlk, ttwrse anti ruggeti, which has htren ids allot- 
ment laleiv ; longs for some iiuinanly-roofwi kind of lodging, 
and a little talk that shal! have llavour in it.* Tlie troops 
tmeo all in their Winler-t|unrter», he sils-down in Breslau 
as his own wintering plaee : place of relaxation, -~-of rest, or 
at least of changtai ialmur,^ — no man needing it more. ITiiere 
for some three months he liati a tolerable timei {lerhaps, 
hy conlnwit, almost a delightful. Readers must imagine 
it; wo have no details allovnsd us, nor any time for them 
even if we liad. 

Hwro come various risitors, various gaiotita, — King’s Birth- 
day (January S4th); quality Balls, ‘at which Royal Majesty 
sometimes deigned to show himself.’ A lively Breslau, in 
conqiarison. Sister Amelia paid a beautiful visit of a fort- 
isiglit Of more: Sister Amelia, and along with lu‘r, two 
marritsl Cousins (once Margravines of Hchwedt), whose Hus- 
Imnds, little Brother Feniinaml, and Kugen of Wiirlemhcrg, 
an: wintering here. The Mnn|ujs trArgens, how exiptisitely 
treatwi we shall see, is a principal figure ; Excellency 
Mitchell, «leep in very important huaincss just now, is 
antdher. Reader de Call (he who once, in a Dutch River- 
BtMit, got into conversation with the snuffy gentleman in 
black wig) made his new apjrcarancc, this Winter,— needed 
now, since Ik Fnwles is off, ‘Should you have known me 
^inf’ asked Friedrich. ‘Hardly, in that da>s.s; besides, 

» LetWM of bU to Htlsc* H«sri (December aSih etc. i (liuprti, *xvl 167. ‘69 1 

f* W|)* 
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your Majosty looks thiimcr.’ ‘That I can believe, with the 
cursed life I have been leading !■”■ There came also, day not 
given, a Oaj)taiu Guicbard (‘ Major Quintus Icilius ’ that is 
to be) with his new Book on the Art Military of the 
Ancients, Mhntnres M'ditaires mr les Gncs et ks Homaim;^ 
which cannot but be welcome to Friedrich. A solid account 
of that matter, by the first man who ever understood both 
War and Greek. Par preferable to Folard’s, a man without 
Greek at all, and with military ideas not a little fantastic 
here and there. Of Captain Guichturd, were his Book once 
read, and himself a little known, there will be more to say. 
For the present, fancy him retained as supernumerary : — and 
in regard to Friedridh’s Winter generally, accept the following 
small hints, small but direct : 


Friedrich io D'Jrgens (three different times) 

1* On the road to JLeuthen '(Torgau, Ifith November I7fi7). * * I 
have been obliged to have the Abb«J arrested’ (Do Prados, of whom 
enough, long since) ; ‘ he has been playing the spy, and I have many 
evident proofs of it. niat is very infamous and very ungrateful.— 
I have made a prodigious quantity of versos {prodii/kmmtmt da vers). 
If I live, I will show tliom you in Winter-quarters; If I perish, 
they are bequeathed to you, and I have ordered that tliey bo put 
into your hand.' 

‘Adieu, my dear Marquis. 1 fancy you to he in bed ! don’t rot there; 
—and remember you have promised to join me in Winter-quartera* j— 
on this latter point Friedrich is very urgent, amiahly eager; prepared to 
wrap llie poor Marquis in cotton, and carry him and lodge him, like 
ghats with care.* For example : 

2*. While mtiling the Winter-quartere (‘Striegau, 20th December 1757: 
Siege of Breslau done ten days ago). * * ‘ What a pleasure to hear 
you are coming I Your travelling you can do in your own way. 1 have 
chosen a parly of Light Horse (Jager), who will appear at Berlin to 
conduct you. You can make slmrt journeys ! the first to Frankfurt, the 
second to Crossen, the third to OrOnberg, fourth to Glogau, fifth to 


‘ RMenbeck, I. aSj, 

• 4. La Haye, a terow, 4I0, 17S7 (NicoW, AfuMitm, ' rt#). 

* €B$m<u ek JHTidirb, six. 43. 
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i%iii liwilf , Im llrrtliiii, | lluil hiirw Iw iirtipmi for 

t.tn. jiinif tfmfm arinr4 wioi fnwk roinlyMm 

rtil 10 .4 h. ii|wil.«i«’iil ill llil* lltap'io iii llronl-ui, 

!i iha htui( hm fur limiwolf riirpot«*4, lioiitioiioiilly 

iJ,ui V«ii tiiflrr isMiliitii* iVoiii 4lriiiiKlit»» or iVoiii moino. Lucky 

«ft4t .» f I II II w till 4tH‘|i iu 

.IpriL Uiirfly f«f I |iurrinMS iificr tlio Ktug 

li4iuM'IC a« 4»ll. I 

*r. mn fiM uptin /iir /if mrk^ pmi (* Miituitorlwrp:, 2M 

Afirll 1*«L). il«r Jiliiri|iili^ I ifAiiuy jtm am now In Burlln 

<fii l«» wWiupiw will Inm you !ik« ; takii ram of 

ymirwlf; ami tm m«i|y hr %hm 'Orltilmr m*xt to tm, 

m*m rlmf, I «w off III f^lil wiiiiliiillli ttiitl mitk*hp$ (A ui tliat i«, 
iiiiii Autirkiit {Auirkkirns% Ailluu, mmi firr/* 


'riirrr rirriiliilwl in the thin Whiter, Rome- 

thing uf ^Iwl wiia rtiilwi fi frtnn Frieclrleli to Miiria 

nirrr%ii» rnminliy irriiiatwiig FriiiT, lifter tliew infignificmt 

Ami Wrtiiiiily, of r!! th»iig« in the l*krtli, Fried- 
riih Rt.ulil liHvo b»t likctl Fciiw, ihi» ymr, last ytw, and 
for tlu* iii'&t five years* ! * C*o home, then, gocxl neigiibours ; 
dim't break into my housiB, don't cut my poor tlnroat, and we 
will Im friend* again!’ Friedrich, it apiiears, had actually, 
jflnding or making opportunity, wnt nome polite Letter, of 
paeilic tenor, in hi* light clever way, to that midrcfls ; — not 
without momrnlitry hojam of |M*rh«pH getting gotai from it.* 
And the Kain'i'inn herndf, Autttria’H higi» Mother, did, they 
MV, afls-r *>nh n i^stdhen eondug on the bnek of Huch a 
Himdfiieh. r.rl di*»-mirnged j Imt tlie Fomp»u!our (not France's 
Mother, whntever «he might las to b’cance) was of fiir oilier 
udmi : * Uo not *|H’ak of it, t»(t /Mnrl Donhle or <}uil.s, that 
1* our gaiue ! enn we vk?ld for ii little ill-luek ? Neiei ! 

|•‘^UKT di*niiHM‘* it* l)'Argeiu«m, ‘ What ArmieH are these 
i»f his; living home on u*, tike tlrngghtl poult rv, amws the 
I 'J-suininon* tlie famtHl Iklleislc to be Wnr-Mini.Hter, 


» In /Vywu, II. IBI tF»i«lrkh'« Inflict wwhy given j-lx-ww % t rince von 
t...l.kuwii*,i.»i»o»ef *« I^euihBO, now going bonw on htnulwine teon*)* Stetwol, 
V. 1*4 d«r hie j(wr.niw»Ow fwUngt. 
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luul give tilings eagle-(}uality ; ^ France engages to pay its 

Hul»siilu'HlH‘lU.*t'(l‘'riuu'e now Uitj general paying party, Austria, 
Sweden, liuHsia itself, all looking to France, — would she were 


)is puneltiul as Englaiwl used to be !), — in a word, engages 
to Iks magnaninuHis extremely, and will hear of nothing but 
persistence. * Shull not we reap, then, where there is such 
a harvtfsl standing white to us?’ Kaunitz admits that there 
never will again he such a chance. — ^Peace, it is clear enough, 
will not l«s get of these people by any Letter, or human 
<levice whatever, except simply by uttermost, more or less 
miraculous fighting for it. Friedrich is profoundly aware of 
this fact; — ^is busy completing his Army: 145,000 for the 
held, this Year, 68,000 the Silesian part, ‘ a good many of 
them Austrian deserters’;* and is closing an important Sub- 
sidy 'rrcaty with England, — of which more anon. 

And if this is the mood in France and Austria, think what 
Russia’s will he 1 The Ozarina is not dead of dropsy, as 
some had ex{>ected, but, on the contrary, alive, and fiercer 
than ever; furious against Apraxin, and determined that 
i''cn«or, his suweasor, shall defy Winter, and begin work at 
once. She has indignantly dismissed Apraxin (to be tried 
by Court-Martial, he); dismisses Bestuchef the Chancellor; 
appoints a new General, Fermor by name ; orders Fermor to 
go and lose not a moment, now in the depth of Winter since 
it was not done in the crown of Summer, and take possession 


of blast Preussen in her name. _ 

Which Femor docs; l6th January, crosses the border 
auaiu, 81,000 in all, without opposition except from ^e 
frost ; plants himself up and down,— only two poor Frussia^n 
battalions there; who retire with their effe^s, especially 
< with seven wagons of money.’ January 22d, Fermor enters 

Konigsberg; publishes no end of proclamations, mamfestos, 

rescripts, to inform the poor people, trembling at 
atrocities of last Year, ‘TTrat his august Sovereign Elizabeth 
of All tlie Russias has now become Proprietress of East 


> ‘aeth Feb. 1758’ {Barbkr, iv. 358). 


2 Stenzel, v. 155. 
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Preussen, which shall be perfectly protected and exquisitely 
well-governed henceforth ; and that all men of official or 
social position have, accordingly, to come and take the oath 
to her, with the due alacrity and punctuality, at their peril. 

No man is willing for the operation, most men shudder at 
it ; but who can help them ? Surely it was an unblessed 
operation. Poor souls, one pities them ; for at heart they 
were, and continued, loyal to their own King ; thoroughly 
abhorrent of becoming Russian, as Czarish Majesty has 
thoroughly resolved they shall. Some few absconded, leaving 
their property as spoil ; the rest swore, with mental reserva- 
tion, with shifts, such as they could devise : — ^for example, 
some were observed to swear with gloves on ; the right hand, 
which they held up, was a mere right with a stuffed glove 
at the end of it, — so help me Beelzebub (or whoever is the 
recording Angel here)l^ And thus does Preussen, with 
astonishment, as by the spell of a Czarina Circe, find itself 
changed suddenly to Russian : and does not recover the old 
human form till four years hence, — ^when, again suddenly, as 
we shall see, the Circe and her wand chance to get broken. 

Friedrich could not mend or prevent this bad Business ; 
but was so disgusted with it, he never set foot in East Preussen 
again, — ^never could bear to behold it, after such a transforma- 
tion into temporary Russian shape. I cannot say he abhorred 
this constrained Oath as I should have done ; on the contrary, 
in the first spurt of indignation, he not only protested aloud, 
but made reprisals , — ‘ Swear ‘me those Saxons, then ! said 
he ; and some poor magistrates of towns, and official people, 
had to make a figure of swearing (if not allegiance altogether, 
allegiance for the time being), in the same sad fashion, till 
one’s humour cooled again.® East Preussen, lost in this way, 
held by its King as before, or more passionately now than 
ever; still loved Friedrich, say the Books; but it is Russia’s 
for the present, and the mischief is done. East Preussen itself, 

1 miden-Grnhichte, v. I47‘9 5 Preuss, ii. I45> S7^» iv. 477 etc. 

* Preuss, ii. 163 i Oath ^ven In 
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(Ircc Czarina cherishing it as her own, had a much peaceabler 
time : in secret it even sent moneys, recruits, numerous young 
volunteers to Friedrich ; much more, hopes and prayers. But 
liis disgust with the late transformation by enchantment was 
inexpiable. 

It was May or June, as had been anticipated, before the 
Russian main Army made its practical appearance in those 
parts. Fermor had, in the inteinm, seized Thorn, seized 
Elbing (‘ No offence, magnanimous I’olacks, it is only for a 
time ! ’), — and would fain have had Dantzig too, but Dantzig 
wouldn’t. Not till June IGth did the unwieldy mass (on 
paper 104), 000, and in effect, and exclusive of Cossack rabble, 
about 76,000) get on way ; and begin slowly staggering west- 
ward. Very slowly, and amid incendiary fire and horrid cruelty, 
as heretofore j — and in August coming we shall be sure to hear 
of it. 

Lehwald was just finishing with the Swedes, — ^had got them 
all bottled-up in Stralsund again, about New-year’s time, when 
these Russians crossed into Preussen. We said nothing of the 
Swedish so-called Campaign of last Year; — and indeed are 
bouml to be nearly silent of that and of all the others. Five 
Campaigns of them, or at least Four and a half; such 
Campaigns as were never made before or since. Of Campaign 
1767, the memorable feature is, that of the whole * Swedish 
Division,’ as the laughing Newspapers called it, which was 
‘put to flight by Mve Berlin Postillions’; — substantially a 
truth, ns follows : 

‘ Night of September I2th-13th, 1767, the Swedes, 22,000 strong, did 
at last begin business ; crossed Peone River, the boundary between their 
Pommern and ours ; and, having nothing but some fractions of Militia to 
oppose them, soon captured the Redoubts there ; spread over Prussian 
Pommern, and on into the Uokermark ; diligently raising contributions, 
to a heavy amount. No less than 90,0001. in all for this poor Province ; 
though, by a strange accident, 60,0001. proved to be the actual stun. 

* Towards the end of October they had got as much as 60,0001 from 
the northern parts of Uokermark, Prentelow being their headquarter 

V0l« v» Y 
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MiiyH oii« Obmn-vcr, “no fiold-liakory, no mafifaKines, no pontoons, no liglxt 
triuijm ; aiul,” timttuf? tho Hlghor OlUcera, ‘'no subordination.” ' Were, 
in filiort, comtmuiilt'd by nnliody in particular. Commanded by Senator 
( ‘muHiiUcc uicn in .St<K‘kh(>hn ; niul, on tlio field, by Generals anxious to 
avoid n'apmwibilily ; wlio, iiwlead of acting, held continual Councils of 
M’ar. 'I'lic luKtory of tlioir CampaigtiB, year after year, is, in summary, 
tltw : 


• in the schhoii (always late, War-tlflicea at home, and Captaincies 
hero, being in such a stale), they emerge from Stralsund, an impregnable 
plaro of their own, where the men, I observe, have had to live on dried 
fmhy HuImUmces, Instead of italural boiled oatmeal and have died 
extensively In co»we<iuenco : they march from Stralsund, a forty or 
thirty miles, till they reach the Swedish* Pommern boundary, I’eeno 
River; a muddy sullen stream, flowing through quagmire meadows, 
wlilch are rnilw hnwid, on e»h shore ; River unfordable everywhere ; 
only to bo crossed in four or five places, where paved canseways are. 
'i'lie Hwmlos, with doIllMWatlon, eroiw Peene ; after some time, capture 
the idts of Redoubts, and the one or two poor Prussian Towns upon it; 
Aitkiam Rwlouht, Pmtt-mBnde (Peenemoutli) Redoubt; and rove forward 
Itito Prussian ihunmern, or over Intii the Uekermark, for fifty, for a 
liuttdnul wlbs; exacting cmitriliutions ; foraging what they can ; making 
tlw iMwr rminlry- people very mlsomhlo, and themselves not happy,-- 
their soldiers “growing yearly more pluuderous,” says Archenholtss, 
•• till at length they got. though much shyer of murder, to resomble 
Ctissarhs " in regard to oilier pleas of tlie crown. 

‘Tliere is general I y some fractional regiment or two of Prussian force, 
left under some sidect General Manieuflel, C.olouol ReUing, who hangs 
diligently on the skirts of them, exploding by all opportunities. I’here 
have been Country Militias voluntarily got on foot, for the occasion ; five 
or six small regiment* of them ; officered by Iburelan Veterans of the 
Mqnlrearchy In those jmrt* { who do excellent servioe. Tbo Governor of 
.Mtellin, Reveni, our old Hllwlan Mend, strikewut now and then, always 
vigilant, prompt and effeoUvo, on a chance offering. Ibis, through 
Hummer, Is what opjumitlon can be made! and the Swedes, without 
magwlncs, scout-serviw, or the like military appliances, but willing 
enough to figlit* (when they «*« ww), iWnff 
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Mnll ilirtin mmlly ^ ii^var wtyiltiiipr Hint w 

tliffir siinr^M llir«iigli 

* I'lirii, %u Aillsiiittn wiiw wiiiiiniil «if Prwf4««iRii ri^gnlarn iirrivi^, 

Itwt fcrr■s^'lrl^ j ii|*4in ntii«ii llit^ jiri' 4ri\i‘n iivt^r 

mgmi% filiiilrf mtr i*.* tlriiirli, fli** llivi^r with it^ <|tlR^mlr0H 

him Ankluil^l |lrtit«lht^ iVri4«n«Ull4l^ lllHlullhi ; liNi^ Ihniutihi, 

W Iilliii ; fiilhiwml It* lh« of 

Mrniiiiiiil, mill nrp Itirkml u|* ihorr* Ihoro mol III llui^int »tlj*uiunK» till a 
mm mm»m rnmm/ Tlii« y«mr Ct7‘**4-tlh mi tiirihiig tlm koy <if 

tfil#i*lil -n Hiit^ foul ; (rml linviiin riifiiii and 

wp|«li*il III fill* inainlami * b tu hiinlor ym tmm Miurvltig 

lliom liiti* mirrf»inlr»r r Frlnlrirh, haiAlily ; * lltwlog# mo Slral- 

iiitiil F Whirit lioliwalil illil j Iml *lmi*l*l hm» Iwwi i|iilrkor fttmut lt| 
tir ihp thaw rnmm l»«t »ii*l admitiml with itgaliu 

r’|mii whirli l^liwahl rr«l|fiird| In aliotiorfti liriil* ¥^11 Ihthiia ; and wont 
Imnw, m Urn i4*l; and lh*him ko|‘F llmin hnttliHl llmro till tlm 

iinMiil ||ti»liiii Adioiil 'Cdoo|i ill JnimlJ hy whirit tlinih wliat with liiidtiMl 
•liirliliwii 4ir»l» whm with Mirw lahmir (hwikliig «if tlia Ifo* wimimvor frwt 
r«i.#|i|*imrr4| atid nihor Imfilahii*# tmiro lliaii half of lliiin liad 
» hl^mf nrw wmwn tlmrw wi# a now Ittimrit trW » hut wiiliimt tl» loiit 
Ilmrw waa miwrkory micnigit ; iiidlgimnt 

kii^hfiir In Hliirliholm llaolf; iho Umlw^arllatii tlHiiight of rftmltltigs 
hill ilm B§m%m C*owffilll##-w«ii litM flrmi Wlwil#d hf French gotdi far 
ftiiir ymm, 

IVsiwilwi MllWaii nm a ifio trill of ilit waitor; ahaiil iflwia 
tfmlmmiU III differpol prli i ^ ikitil im In whlrli mt iU 

ii*ifii|ilo ; wlilrif worti .mjilileitly ralaoil laal hjr tit® thiio- 

wulfoit, ilrillrd III Hlollin rfiiillnimlly, while the Hwnlm worn tiitdor way^ 
ami wlilrli *tmmt remly fef mtm arlkni, under votaraini of Iho wpiiroiiwhy^ 
wfieti llm nwrnlm mfkml They wow ki*|il up Ihrmigh llin War* Tim 
mn 4 l» men r»U«l i llttlo iiwtl,* rkrr fieet nml eum% thmi, iwolvo gun* 
hoim^ wilh i |»werfiil rarriiiriile In mrh, and ofarllim iiion and rii|ilalis t 
a froal rlierk nil |dtiiiiltiring and rf»»hitil*rltlof# till Ihi HwtHloii, who art 
nmd, it Wt mmte nn effort aitd de«lriif«4 tli«m all* 


toftilrirh w‘ita very wumihlo iif tlirai? mt tlio pwi 

Mtimk ; nnil {mr}iin»a witkun art iitii iirrpiirril fiir tiiiclh 
pr fur otlitri i»f t!it iik»% wtiirli wo rtnilil jirwkiro okowliiWi 
ill ^ t*iiiliitry W'ilhmtt rniwlitiitinii tii nimxk nk J**ritilrieli 
minito iw now il|«ni liiiiiwdf oxckwivtlji tilicl 

tilt wry tilmitl grta 110 
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A(ldre.sses of the vocal or })riiitcd sort, but only of the acted. 
Very much the preferable kind, where possible, to all parties 
concerned. These poor militias and flotillas one cheerfully 
puts on record ; cheerfully nothing else, in regard to such a 
Swedish War ; — -nor shall wo henceforth insult the human 
memory by another word upon it that is not indispensable. 


Of the English Subsidy 

One of b'ricdrich’s most important affairs, at present, 

vitally connected with his Army and its furnishings, which is 
the all-important, — was his Subsidy Treaty with England. 
It is the third treaty he has signed with England in regard 
to this War; the second in regard to subsidy for it; and it 
is the firet that takes real practical effect. It had cost 
difficulty in adjusting, not a little correspondence and 
jnanagement from Mitchell ; for the King is very shy about 
subsidy, though grim necessity prescribes it as inevitable; 
and his pride, and his reflections on the last Subsidy Treaty, 
* One Million sterling, Army of Ob.servation, and Fleet in the 
Baltic,’ instead of whidi came Zero and Klostcr-Zeven, have 
made him very scn-sitivc. However, all difficulties are got 
over ; Tlenipotentiary Knyphausen, Fitt, Britannic Majesty 
and everybody striving to be rational and practical ; and at 
lx)ndon, 11th Apx'il 1758, Subsidy Treaty, admirably brief 
and to the point, is finished ; ^ ‘ That Friedrich shall have 
Four Million 'I'lialcrs, that is, (570,000/. ; payable in London 
to his order, in October, this Year; which sum Friedrich 
engages to spend wholly in maintenance and increase of his 
Army for behoof of the common object; — neither party to 
<lream of making the least shadow of peace or truce without 
the other.’ Of Baltic. Fleet, there is nothing said ; nor, in 
regard to that, was anything done, this year or afterwards ; 
highly important us it would have been to Friedrich, with 
the Navies so-called of both Sweden and Russia doing their 
^ III four iliort Articles } glTO M$!d$fhQmkuhti^ % 16 - 17 * 
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worst upon him. ‘ Why not spare me a small English 
squadron, and blow these away.^^’ Nor was the why ever 
made clear to him ; the private why being, that Czarish 
Majesty had, last year, intimated to Britannic, ^Any such 
step on your part will annihilate the now old friendship of 
Russia and England, and be taken as a direct declaration of 
War!’ — ^which Britannic Majesty, for commercial and mis- 
cellaneous reasons, hoped always might be avoided. Be silent, 
therefore, on that of Baltic Fleet. 

In all the spoken or covenanted points the Treaty was 
accurately kept : 670,000Z., two-thirds of a million very 
nearly, will, in punctual promptitude, come to Friedrich’s 
hand, were October here. And in regard to Ferdinand (a 
point left silent, this too), Friedrich’s expectations were ex- 
ceeded, not the contrary, so long as Pitt endured. This is 
the Third English-Prussian Treaty of the Seven-Years War, 
as we said above; and it is the First that took practical 
effect : this was followed by three others, year after year, of 
precisely the same tenor, which were likewise practical and 
punctually kept, — -the last of them, M2th December 1760,’ 
had reference to Subsidy for 1761: — and before another 
came, Pitt was out. So that, in all, Friedrich had Four 
Subsidies ; 670,0007. -f- 4 == 2,680,0007. of English money 
altogether : — and it is computed by some, there was never 
as much good fighting otherwise had out of all the 
800,000,0007. we have funded in that peculiar line of 
enterprise.^ 

Pitt had no dijfficulty with his Parliament, or with his 
Public, in regard to this Subsidy; the contrary rather. 

1 First Treaty, i6th January 1756 (is in Heldm-Geschichte, iii. 68i), * We will 
oppose by arms any foreign Armament entering Germany’ ; Second Treaty, llth 
January 1757 (never publisbed tiU 1802), is in Scholl, iii. 30-32 : ^ one million 
subsidy, a Fleet etc.’ (not kept at all) ; after which. 

Third Treaty (the first re^y issuing in subsidy and performance) is iith April 
^ 75 ^ (giVem in S&ldm-Geschickte^ v. 17) ; Fourth (really second)^ 7th December 
1758 (iJ. V. tHfih 9tli November 1759; Sixth {fourth)^ 12th 

124 n. 
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Selclool, if ever, was England in such a heat of enthusiasm 
alioiit any Foreign Man as about Friedrich in these months 
since llossbach and what had followed. Celebrating this 
Protestant Ilero,'* authentic new Champion of Christendom ; 
toasting him, witli all the honours, out of its Worcester and 
other Mugs, very high indeed. Take these Three Clippings 
from tine old Newspapers, omitting all else; and rekindle 
these, by good ins|)ection and consideration, into feeble 
symbolic lamps of an old illumination, now fallen so extinct. 

No. 1. Eeverend Mr* Whitji$!d and the Pretmtant Mm* 'Monday 
January 2d/ ' was observed as a Day of Thankigiving, at the 

Chapel in Tottenham-Courfc Iload ' (brand-new Chapel, still standing and 
acting, though now in a dingier manner), ' by Mr. Whitfield’s people, 
for the signal Victories gained by the Elng of Prussia over his EnemiesJ 

" Why rage the Heathen i why do the people imagine a vain thing? 
Sinful heings we, perilously sunk in sin against the Most High : — but 
they, do they think that, by earthly propping and hoisting, their unblessed 
Chimera, with his Three Hats, can sweep away the Eternal Stars T” — In 
this strain, I suppose: Protestant Hero and Heaven’s long-suffering 
Patiences and Mercies in raising-up iuch a one for a backsliding genera- 
tion ; doubtless with much unction by Mr. Whitfield. 

No. 2. King of Prumide IHrthdag {Tuesday January 24th). 'This 
beiug the Birthday of the Elng of Prusiia, who then entered into the 
forty-seventh year of his age, the ^same was observed witln illumina’dons 
and other demonstrations of joy -throughout the Cltiei of Condon and 
Westminster, 'great rejoicinp and illumlnationi/ It appeajm,*— now 
shining so foahly at a century’s diitanc© I— No. 3 is still more curious ; 
and has deserved from us a little special inquiring Into* 

No. 3. Mim Barbara Wgnihafde Mddg* 'March 13th, 1758/ — 
while Pitt and Knyphauion are busy on Subsidy Treaty, still not out 
with it, the Newspapers suddenly announce,*— 

'Miss Bab. Wyndham, of Salisbury, sister of Henry Wyndham, Esq., 
of that (fity, a maideii lady of ample fortune, has ordered her banker to 
prepare the sum of 1,000/. to Im Immediately remitted, In her own name, 


^ Ciaikm&ds ixvill* (for 1758), p* 4^*' 

s 3* p. 43 ; and voL xxii* p« 4i, for next y«w**» blrteday, and p*. Si ..for, 
mother kind of ceWuatiom 
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CHAP. XL] WINTER IN BRESLAU 

15th March-jtisth April 17583 
I liope still llouriBlies* Enougli on tlua small Wyndham matter ; wlucli 

is nearly altogether English, but in which Friedrich too has his inde- 
foasiblo property. 


Friedrich, as indeed Pitt's People and Others have done, takes the 
Field xincommonly early : Friedrich goes upon Sclmeidnitz, 
as the Preface to whatever his Campaign may he 

While this Subsidy Treaty is getting settled in England, 
Duke Eerdinand has his IVench in full cackle of universal 
night ; and before tide signing of it (April 11th), every feather 
of them is over the Rhine ; Duke Ferdinand busy preparing to 
follow. Glorious news, day after day, coming in, for Pitt, for 
Miss Barbara and for all English souls. Royal Highness of 
Cumberland hardly excepted 1 The ‘ Descent on Rochefort,’ 
last Autumn, had a good deal disappointed Pitt and England; 

an expensively elaborate Expedition, military and naval ; 

which could not ‘ descend ’ at all, when it got to the point ; 
but merely went groping about, on the muddy shores of 
the Charente, holding councils of war yonder ; ‘ cannonaded 
the Isle of Aix for two hours ’ ; and returned home without 
result of any kind, Courts-martial following on it, as too usual. 
This was an unsuccessful first-stroke for Pitt. Indeed, he 
never dki much succeed in those Descents on the French 
Coast, though never again so ill as this time. Those axe a 
kind of things that require an exactitude as of clockwork, in 
all their parts : and Pitt’s Generalcia and Wax-Offices, — we 
know whotlier they were of the Prussian type or of the 
Swedish ! A very grievous hindrance to Pitt; — which he 
will not believe to be quite incurable. Against which he, 
ftjr hia part, stands up, in grim earnest, and with his whole 
strength ; and is now, and at all times, doing what in him 
lies to abate or romwy it successfully, to an unexpected 
degree, within the next four years. From America, he has 
decided to recall I.ord Loudon, as a cunctatory haggling 
mortal, the reverse of a General ; how very different from his 



.14S HKVES.YKAUJ^ WAK HtSKjl fii.«jKxvjt 

Alwtrilut * AK*rr.n'»!iil»ir tta- !*<’!!* §/ fn, 

~wiw bi'tfrri »lill IHil pnuh Ibit A!n-jy|y in tbi* glin»iji 
iiiitmiglio m‘rr wnirr* t*tli lli*it tinr Amliri^i |t!i 

af }twjib yiiiiii|wrl«iit mi Itir hm ifiiltiiif 

tiilriil : him! in tlii* jiutblb pf m ItiH’brfiirl riifih!%» hr hm g« 
llifi ryt Pli ^ JiHimg llllkrr Pillilwl Wplfr* wh»i wm Vil*i|lii 
iiiiwtrr pf tli« K»|Mtiil|pii ; n ymmg umn likrwiM* ilr»itiiiir 4 
FarliwiieiilAry cpiiiifcibiit hut wIip nmy Im ^nrlti Miini'itiiiii 
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CHAP. XI.] WINTER IN BRESLAU 

x6th April 1758] 

tried twice already : to go home upon your enemy swiftly, 
with your utmost collective strength, and try to strike into 
the heart of him before he is aware. Friedrich has twice 
tried this ; the second time with success, respectable though 
far short of complete. Weakened as now, but with Ferdinand 
likely to find the French in employment, he means to try it 
again ; and is busy preparing at Neisse and elsewhere, though 
keeping it a dead secret for the time. There is, in fact, no 
other hopeful plan for him, if this prove feasible at all. 
Double your velocity, you double your momentum. One‘’s 
weight is given, — weight growing less and less ; — but not, or 
not in the same way and degree, one’s velocity, one’s rightness 
of aim. Weight given : it is only by doubling or trebling 
his velocity that a man can make his momentum double or 
treble, as needed ! Friedrich means to try it, readers will see 
how, — ^were the Fort of Schweidnitz once had; for which 
object Friedrich watches the weather like a very D’Argens, 
eager that the frost would go. Recapture of Schweidnitz, the 
last speck of Austrianism wiped away there ; that is evidently 
the preface to whatsoever dayswork may be ahead. 

March 16th, frost being now off, Friedrich quits Breslau 
and D’Argens, — his Headquarter thenceforth Kloster-Griissau, 
near Landshut, troops all getting cantoned thereabout, to 
keep Bohemia quiet, — and goes at once upon Schweidnitz. 
With the top of the morning, so to speak ; means to have 
Schweidnitz before campaigning usually can begin, or common 
labourers take their tools in this trade. The Austrian Com- 
mandant has been greatly strengthening the works ; he had, 
at first, some 8,000 of garrison; but the three-months 
blockade has been tight upon him and them ; and it is hoped 
the thing can be done. 

April — Siege-material being got to the ground, 

and Siege Division and Covering Army all in their places, — 
in spite of the heavy rains, we open our first parallel, Austrian 
Commandant not noticing till it is nearly done. April 8th, 
we have our batteries built ; and burst out, at our best rate. 
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CiiAP.xn.l SIEGE OP OLMITTZ 

April x^sSJ 

(’ouulry; both which errands were at once perfectly done. 
Dann lies behind the Bohemian Frontier (betimes in the field 
he loo ‘arrived at Kiiniffs^n-iitz March 13th’); and is, with all 
dilip:enee, ja'i-lectin^ bis new levies; entraidiing himself on 
all points, as man seldom did ; ‘ felling whole forests,’ they 
say, btiilding abatis within abatis;-— not doubting, especially 
on these Zit'then Fompn't symptoms, but Friedrich’s Campaign 
is to 1 ) 4 ' an Invfision of Bohemia again. ‘ VVliich he shall not 
tlo gratis !’ hopi's Diiun ; ami, indeed, judges say the entrance 
would hardly have been possible on that side, had Friedrich 
tried it ; which he di«l not. 

Schweidnitz being done, and Daun deep in the Bohemian 
problem, — IMedrich, in an unintelligible manner, breaks-out 
from Grussftu and the I^ndshut region (April l{)th-25th), not 
straight southward, <is Daun had been expecting, but straight 
south-eastward through Ncisse, JUgemdorf: all gone, or all 
hnt Ziclhen and Fomjuct gone, that way; — meaning who 
shall say what, wlu'u news of it comes to Dann ? In two 
divisions, from 30 to 40,000 strong ; through .Tiigerndorf, ever 
onward through 'I'roppau, and not till thni turning south- 
ward : * indubitable march of that cunning Enemy ; rapidly 
proceeding, his 40,000 and ho, along those elevated upland 
emmlries, wateinhed of the Black Sea and the Baltic, bleakly 
ilhindtxKl by U)e April sun; a march into the mists of the 
future tense, which <Io not yet clear themselves to Daun. 
Seeing the tnarch turn southward at Twppau, a light breaks 
on Datm : *IIal coming round upon Bohemia from the cast, 
then?’ That is Daun's opinion, for some time yet; and ho 
immediately starts that way, to save a fine magazine ho has at 
lieutomischl over there. Daun, from Bkalitz near Konigsgriitz 
where lie is, has but some eighty miles to march, for the 
King’s lumdred-aiul-fifty ; and arrives in those parts few (Jays 
after the King; posts liimself at Eeutomisehl, veileil in 
Famiours. Not for two weeks more do«i ho ascertain it to 
have lieen a march upon the OIniUtz Country, and the intricate 
* I’lMt, p, 394. 
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successful, has not wanted critics. And certainly, according 
to the ordinary rules of cautious prudence, could these have 
been Friedrich’s in his present situation, it was not to he 
called a prudent Enterprise. But had Friedrich’s arrange- 
ments been punctually fulfilled, and Olmutz been got in fair 
time, as was possible or probable, the thing might have been 
done very well. Duke Ferdinand, in these early May days, is 
practically making preparations to follow the French across 
the Rhine ; no fear of French Armies interfering with us this 
year. Dohna has the Swedes locked in Stralsund (capable of 
being starved, had not the thaw come) ; and in Hinter- 
Pommem he has General Platen, with a tolerable Detach- 
ment, watching Fermor and his Russians ; Dohna, with Platen, 
may entertain the Russians for a little, when they get on way, 
— which we know will be at a slow p^ce, and late in the 
season. Prince Henri commands in Saxony, say with 30,000 ; 
— ^Bang’s vicegerent and other self there, ‘ Do your wisest and 
promptest ; hold no councils of war ! ’ Prince Plenri, altogether 
on the aggressive as yet, is waiting what Reichs Army there 
may be ; — ^has already had Mayer and Free Corps careering 
about in Franken Country once and again, tearing-up the 
incipiencies and preparations, with the usual emphasis ; and 
is himself intending to follow thither, in a still more impressive 
manner. Friedrich’s calculation is, Prince Henri will have 
his hands free for a good few weeks yet. Which proved true 
enough, so far as that went. 

And now, supposing Olmutz ours, and Vienna itself open 
to our insults, does not, by rapid suction, every armed Austrian 
flow thitherward ; Germany all drained of them : in which 
case, what is to hinder Prince Henri from stepping into 
Bohmen, by the Metal Mountains ; capturing Prag ; getting 
into junction with us here, and tumbling Austria at a rate 
that will astonish her ! Her, and her miscellaneous tagraggery 
of Confederates, one and all. Konigsberg, Stralsund, Bamberg ; 
Russians, Swedes, Reichsfolk, — here, in Mahren, will be the 
crown of the game for all these. Prosper in Mahren, all these 
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.•Ift-I Si;\ I.N V I’. A US \\ AH i It. ‘OK \ . !U. 

i # », ’i'l kS. / I * 1 

rtiv liim.’kh i»m- lifjIU 

ruolii-liA i-fn’! uu . «!„! 

hmi not iiiijM iri-rlions of «!. i » rt 

fur. 1111.1 «U‘» •'!. 0 u» 

iiuia Htiul. f.n Mulm'll iMiihl Im'r !un»,l ..ul fu ..•h.-rvtlw 


tlti.u it ^ 

*rhi' wimli thilWr {*tnrt«nl from Nriw fahj w«» 

Ixwitiful: iViwlriih with Mmipuinl »»»»! f>r»t , K. il!i 

with n*ftrg»wnl «iwl nlwar* al « •!«> » liKtaio'*' . s|ihl 

into jm.jwr wilunum, for nnurnim.-*’ «>f r.*n4 «ii.l 
in tlip hungry »tHiiitri«T» ; UinminiK* Uo**- -ilrtil iiHumlaoi 
viit<ig«*»i. ami iij.jirr uliTaililrt* of • *‘hT «ih! Morawa Zirthrn 
wining intnnuu t'rw.trm-* f«r off, I'ouMurj, m thmmu.U of 
wngnim, »hmi»g on fn.m NrisM*. • m f.«ir ««.lu.n.; «ith lJ« 
dill' inturMd*. iindi-r Om dnr tlm itmnirnnU of •ti»rw» 

mid iiingi' furnilnrr, Ihrongh Jagrnaiorf, Uirough I rtijijKoi, 
iMjct nnwani* - irtinrUial ; lir»irgrr’» and •mg*.- 

nintwriftl* rrmiy on tlirir gmnml by lim tel day I Hnn too 
iimt «t>ttd« »{»*«! to nave Id* Siiig*i«tw I Non **«• «l 
miHrhl, May 5ih,--« forty niilw t« wwt «f l}»*. Momwm, - 
fi.w tky» after l•Vi«lrU•h ImmI arrivwil in tin** oonniriee liy 
the ewiti'rn or left Irnnk, by Tra|*j««». Ijiuo. Awb- 

merit*, rro»*niti! ; and a week liefore Frtrtlrt. b U««l 
hi* nTOmnoitering*, rainjdng*. nitd taken to hi* miml. 

I’mnj**, four or mure {»li»Mk in llw» eiel to threeh on Iwth 
tinnk* iif the Hirer ; a mailer of al»ilm*e *tt«ly . **» tl»at It 
waa May lith l»f»r« Wedridb fir*t took two of tdiiod* 
itwir, and widd fairly liegiti W* l*nibleM».~- Ikon, with hi* 
l>«it 'r<»l}»atci»erir(i, *tiU unable to gUfM wlwt it waa 


(If Uio Bi^ I propoae to my IlHio, tkmgb tl» mmmmt* 
of it an. ample, uneftil to the Aiiilkrkt aial Kngdo'w If 
the reailer ran bn made to eewKwiw It a* a blaitog Sood- 
aouoding faet, on which, ami on PriedrWh in it, liw *>»e* K»f 
all Europe w« flscd for aonie week*, it may i«*l now in 


355 
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I 2 th- 27 th May 1758] 

impressive indistinctness to us. Keith is Captain of the 
Siege, whom all praise for his punctual firmness of progress ; 
Balbi, as before, is Engineer, against whom goes the criticism, 
Keith'^s first of all, that he ‘ opened his first parallel 800 
yards too far off,’ — which much increased the labour, and the 
expenditure of useless gunpowder, shot having no efiFect at 
such a distance. There were various criticisms : some real, 
as this ; some imaginary, as that Friedrich grudged gun- 
powder, the fact being that he had it not, except after 
carriage from Neisse, say a hundred and twenty miles off, — 
Troppau, his last Silesian Town, or safe place (his for the 
moment), is eighty miles ; — and was obliged to waste none 
of it. 

Friedrich is not thought to shine in the sieging line as he 
does in the fighting ; which has some truth in it, though not 
very much. When Friedrich laid himself to engineering, I 
observe, he did it well : see Neisse, Graudenz, Magdeburg. 
His Balbi went wrong with the parallels, on this occasion ; 
many things went wrong : .b^t the truly grievous thing was 
his distance from Silesia and the supplies. A hundred and 
twenty miles of hill-carriage, eighty of them disputable, for 
every shot of ammunition and for every loaf of bread ; this 
was hard to stand : — and perhaps no War-apparatus but a 
Prussian, with a Friedrich for sole chief-manager, could have 
stood it so long. Friedrich did stand it, in a wonderfully 
tolerable manner ; and was continuing to stand it, and make 
fair progress; and it is not doubted he would have got 
Olmiitz, had not there another fact come on him, which 
proved to be of unmanageable nature. The actual loss, 
namely, of one Convoy, after so many had come safe, and 
when, as appears, there was now only one wanted and no 
more ! — Let us attend to this a little. 

Had Daun, at Olmiitz, been as a Duke of Cumberland 
relieving Tournay, rushing into fight at Fontenoy, like a 
Hanover White-Horse, neck clothed with thunder, and head 
destitute of knowledge, — -how lucky had it been for Friedrich 1 
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qualities. Bos against bm, IJmin firh tln"*r priH-«!nr.<;s to 
be altogether feline (jUi'i Im sinh steaUhy glidings 

about, deceptive nuttitats, appearnners ; then such a inpiility 
of spring upoj> yoti, ami willi such a set of claw*, ilesfructivi' 

to bovine or rhinoceros uaiure ; in regard to all which, Hos, 

if he will prosjwr, surely eiujiiol !«' loo rnutious. It was 
remarkci! of Daun, that he was ncmpuluiisly .nn-ful ; laorr, 
in the most impmguahle situations, rieglecling the least pre 
caution, l>ut puuclilitaisly fortifying him»elf to the la»t item, 
even to a ridiculous extent, say Helrow ami ll>e critics, It 
was the one rtwouree of Daun : truly a solul stuhlMiru patienw 
is in the man ; stuhlwuit couragr* tmi, of laoine rhiiHwa-ro* 
typo stupid, if you will, hut doing at all times hmiiwtly 
his best and his wisest witlumt Hurry; which charm Ur is 
often of surprising value in War ; rajoilile of ouuh mischief, 
now and then, to quicker jwoplc. Hliiuoceinos Itauii »!i«l play 
his 1^0 a hml prank more than one® ; ami this of Iwrrifig 
him out from Olnditr. wan one of tlwin, perliajw thr worst 
after Kolin. 

Daun’s management of this Olmllt* lmsir»»t is hy no 
means reckoned brilliant, even in the Fablns line; hut, cm 
the contrary, inert, dim-minded» inconcilaslt® ; and in reality, 
till almost the very hwt, he had lM«n of little help l*» the 
besieged. For near three weeks {till May tSd) I'knn iwt at 
I.«utomiichl, immovable on his bread -Imsket thr«, forty or 
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nu)r« iiiih'H iVoiii Ohnut/. ; t»H<l tlul nt)l we that a siege was 
niwuit. May 27lh-2Kth, Balln ejuniwl lii.s first parallel, in 
tliut inislakeu way; finir days liefore which, Daun does move 
iiiwunU /i mur<'h ur so, to Zwiltuu, to (Jewitsch (still thirty 
luili's to wc;-.t of ()lnhit/h siili thinldiig of Holaania, not of 
Hiu sicgo ; still hanging by the niountains and the bread- 
basket. Ami there, about (Jewitsch, siege or ! 10 siege, Daun 
sits clowji again; pretty iiineli innnovahhg through the five 
weeks i>f bmiibardiuent ; and, except that Loudon and the 
Light Hor.se are very diligenl to do a luischicf, ‘ attempting 
oiir convoys, more than once, to no purpose, ami alarming 
some of our outposts iih«o,st every night, Imt every night 
fH*tiien-oir,’~- does, in a umniier, notldng; sits (juiet, behind 
his iiiipeuetrahle veil of randours, and lets the botnhardment 
take its course. Had not e.'cpress order come from Vienna on 
him, it is tiioiight Daun wouhl have sat till Olmiitz was 
taken ; asid wainhi then Imve gom? back to laailomischl and 
inipntguaiile posts in iht* irdls. On exjU’css ordei’, la** - But 
gather, first, tliese poor Npurks in ♦•hieidutiou : 

• ’llw thwlriH'tivn willies" iiiul ttie liUe, iit Ohmit/, went i>riurii»nUy 
iiu iilfair fit tlm gowUvers unit (he umiautiilifiii : hut it is eerlain, OhufiU 
(his limn »tis eKcelienlly well (leteuflctl ; the Lwimmnihmt, a vigiimim 
nkiH'ul mail, to sel*n aitvimtiiges ; ami (Jarriwm «mi Townsfolk 

seidously lieljtlHjr : "o that iM ieihirh's yrogross was unusually slow. 
FrWrbli's feeUiigs, all (his while, ami Ilidhfs (who "spent Ida first 
L'i'iO shot* entirely In vain," tiegiimiiig *0 far off), may ho jtnlgofl of,- - 
tloi simmt of him to Itaihi sonietlmi'H stern emmgU ! As when (Juno (Jth) 
he jiersomdly visits Italih* |>iiridlels ((op of the Tafellierg yonder); ami 
impiires, '• When do you eoleulato to get done, then?" West side of 
Olmdts anil of the lib er (east side lies mostly under water), tliere is the 
homhaollng ; seventy-oue heavy kuhs j Keith, in Ids oxpertest manner, 
doing all the captaincies : Keith has ohcmt 8,000 of foot and horse, busy 
and vigilant, with their faces to the east. In a ring of four camps, or 
jiriiwi|mlly three (Brossnlls. l.illau, and Neimtadt, which is across the 
Itiver). all looking westward or north-westward, some ten or twenty 
miles from Keith, Friedrich (headnaarlers oftenest I’ciissnits, the chief 
camp) stands facing f>mu ; who lie* concentric to him, st the distance of 
another ten nr twenty mdes, tn good part still thirty in forty miles fmiu 

(tlndit/, veilfd nii>“.tty under a eioud «if I’andours. 
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rtinlrirli* mm tl-Hl#, il«:, tr.,*isi :iv„i;*^ 

!w!#M ^mii. IVilirp llwiri l« fm . mmhf * 14 . r-f*!, 

wiw I>lmai4 Iml *|oii» f M#r tf4, li*4 h*U^mt.4 If ««# 



359 


rUAi*. xti.) HIKGK 01'' OLMUTZ 

y’«fh |ufii» 

iuui guuiiuuv iVtnii tlu‘ iH'HSiiuls ‘ through husliy woods and 
«)» Ihni oust suh* of tho Kivur, llui osporL Hussar 
(ii'un'id, though Ziotlwn vvus si*nt ovor to handle him, and 
did piTtVi-th' nmiiago, and would not quit for ZicLheu till 
lu* saw it ilnishod. Whioh dom*, Haun keeps stepinng still 
farther suuthwanl, m'lirer the yiege Hines; and, at Prossnitz, 
tuoruing dune IPhl, Prietlrieh, with his own eyes, sees Dauii 
takitig post on tht' opposite heights; says U» somehody near 
him, * Viiifti /«•.« Aulnchu fu% i/.v ajipirnnmt a marcher. There 

are the Auslriiuis; they are learning to march, though!’ - 

getting on their feet like infanta in a certain stage {'■marcher' 
having that meaning too, though I know not that the King 
iutemlwl it) ; - they have learned a great many things, since 
your Majesty tirat met them. i^riedrUth took Daun to be, 
m*w at hwt, meaning IlnlUe for Olwiitz, and made some 
slight arrangementa accordingly ; but that is not Dann’s 
intention at all; m Friwlrich will Jlnd to his cost, in few 
thiys. 'Phat very day, Dana has vanished again, still in the 
wnilherly direction, again under veil of Pandours. 

Meanwhile, in spile of all things, the Siege makes progress; 
•.lune !Hh!, Balhi’s sap had got to their glacis, and was 
pushing hu'Vvard there,’ «lnne 5itld, day when Dauii made 
momentary appearance, and the reinloreemenl stole in;—— 
within a fortnight jnore, Bulhi promises the thing shall be 
tlmw. But »«ppli*'s anr indisja'iisahie ; one other convoy from 
Tropjmu, and let it Im a big one. ‘between 3 and 4,000 
wagons,’ mcfti, money, iron, powder; Fritsl rich hopes this 
one, if he eiin get it home, will suHiee. (’olonel Mosel is to 
bring this tonvoy; a ivsoluto expert Ofheer, with perhaps 
7,tK»0 f,H»t and hum* : stia’ly snfRcicnl escort : hut, «is Daun 
is astir, and his bnulous, Ziskowitsses and light people arc 
gUiUngidamt, Frietlrieh tmleiw Zielhen to meet this important 
fimvtn, with some Ihousands of new foRte, and lake charge oi 
hringing it in. Mosel w«w to leave Troppau June a(Hh; 
Ziethen pu»hw»'Ot;t tii meet him from tlie Olmiit?. end, on the 
wcoial t!ay after ; mwl, ««c hopes, all Is now safe on that head. 
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The flrivitig of fiiiir-liti'tw wnumt’i, iiiiili*r iviairt, 

ninety riiilen nf roml^ in nisrli m titterpriw" m eftiiinif rmdtiy 
he nnimunl by wilenffiry jmnfie reader* ; niiirti iihot tlie 
aftm’k of Hurli ! Military mienre, rlniiw iiitu tiie 

cuHniic Htate, hm nowhere ^ueh a {irohleiin Ilirrr lire twelve 
iluniHiuit! hor^eHi for one tilings to la? nfiiai, gnirwi* irpl rofwh 
worthy amt regular; miy mt eounfry wngunrr'^* thirk- 

nolnl {HJiisaiitH: tlietn hanging to the nkirt* of in 

eellnneouft mizy vehielem and weak Iniiiin* wjiiiiir iitnl asinim^ 
are one or two Uioiwiind wiitliT |«aij.i!ri male and fniiale* not 
of wleet i|ualityi though imi them* l«ai* we kiTjt » diiirji rye, 
The «erie« coverfi many mile^, m many m Imriily English 
luilei (aiijn I'einjielhof), iiiikai in favtinraiile ymi 

eomj'axw them into five* going fniir wagmi?i for 

<!efeiife‘*s «ike, lk?feiice* nr emirl* gocw in Ihri't* hiilki* tif 
brigades; vfinguattl# mhldle* reiirgtianh with »|iiirwi |iirket4 
intervening r--**wider than five iiiikm* yon rnnmit get the 
part#! to Mijiport one itticiihcr, -An enemy hreakingdii lijniii 
you* at ioiiie difficult paint of.itiiil* wcmaly litillow or the lik«| 
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the cmw being critical, m ISfosel knows, and more than he 
yet knows. 

Dunn, who has friouls everywhere, and no lack of spies in 
this country, generally heai-s of the convoys. He has heard, 
in particular, <h' this important one, in good time. Hitherto 
Daim had not attempted much upon convoys, nor anything 
with .sticeess : King’.s posted cor|)H and other precautions are 
of such a kuul, not even I.ou<lon, when he tried his best, 
could th» any good ; and common wandering hussar parties 
an* as Iik«'ly to get a mischief ns to do one, on such service, 
(’autious Haun ha<l been busy enough koejnng his own Camp 
safe, ami flinging a won! of news or encouragement, at tlie 
most a trilie of reinforcement, into Olmlitz when possible. 
But now it becomes evident tliere must he one of two things ; 
tins convoy seizwi, or else a battle risked and that in defect 
of both tiiese, tiie inevitable tluni tlsiiig is, Olmiltz will straight- 
way go. 

Major-CJenera! Loudon, the best partisan soldier extant, 
and rifiening for belter things, has usually a force of 
{Murhnps 10,000 under him, four regiments of them regular 
grenadiers 1 and has been active on the convoys, though 
hitherto unsucci-ssful. I .<*t an active I,oudon, with increaset! 
force, try this, their vilnlly important convoy, from the west 
side of the Itiver; an active Ziskowitr. coitperating on the 
fast side, where the roatl itself is i and do their uttermost 1 
'Ilmt is Uaun'a plan, — now in course of execution. Daun, 
instciu! of meaning battle, that day when Frierlrich saw him, 
was cautiously stealing jwst, intmuling to cross the River 
farther down i and himself supjiort tl>e ojjcration, Daim 
has crosseti accordingly, and has douhlcd-up northward again 
to lh« fit isoint; Ziskowite i* in the fit point, in the due 
fora?, on tins east side too. IsJiuion, on the west side, goes 
by MugUtx, Hof; * making a long deep bend far to westward 
and liiliwojrtl of ail the Pniwiian posted corps and precautions, 
send altogalhar hidden from them; Loudon aims to t» in 

• See ri«n, p. JfM. 
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TropiMUi j»igltb«nir5imMl, • (UmU'mlMrf, »mr liy 

the im»{HT a»y, iukI [wy »« !.-.! \mi in tSw 

pjwwige tlnnv. 

Cnlnm'! Mnwi, nmi>!iiJIiug hi* uiwiii*** Tmisi* »ifh r\t'iv 
t'xct'llynl piMWilittn, nnd the eh*'m^t (tw»y thr 

B<Ktk»), ngniiwt the knuwii imti the Hl»k»«iwn, had gut ujain 
the nmd.Hiul emukwi ftirwan!, mnny-whwUal, nnl nf ‘riuppati, 



Loudott jJo*ted tthead in the defilM. H imt m aigtit for Mrnwli 
in his flmracter of Wagoner up with the tl*wn Hot Mosel 


stoniied laiudon* mimoii from him, lunale IshmImii in « vnlkiit 
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'rruili, iuHH‘ iHoki-Hluig ; at night guts to hw ajipomtecl 
tliuu1<*w, ViUago of Ni'udoril;' and tlmts finds Ziethcii : a 
gliul mnnling, wt‘ may fancy, but an anxious one, with 
Donistadtl aliead on tlie morrow. Ixnidon conceyts with 
Ziskovvit/. this liay; calls-in all reinformncnts possible, and 
taki-h his nu-aMires. 'rhurstlay morning Ziethen finds the 
'frain in such a state, hardly half of it come up, he has 
to spi'iid the whole day, Mosel and he, in rearranging it: 
l-’ralay morning, dune Hdlh, they get under way again;— 
I'Viday, the eataslrophe is waiting them. 

'Hie Tush of Domsliidtl, lap{K'd in tlie dim Moravian 
distiuiee, i» not known to me or to my rcatlers ; nor indeed 
eouUl the human }wn or intellect, aided by ocular inspection, 
or whatever helps, give tlie least image of what now took 
place then*, rendering DomsUidtl a memorable locality ever 
since, thiderstand that Ziethen and Mosel, with their waste 
•low ticluge »f wagons, come jumbling in, with anxiety, with 
prw'antitms, precautions douhltnl, now that the woody 
inlriciU’icH about Domstiidtl rise in sight. ‘ Poob, it is as 
we thought : there go Austrian eaimon-salvoes, boree-charges, 
voUeving musket ries, as our first wagons eiilm- the Piuss and 
there will he a job!’ Imleeipherabie to mankind far off, or 
even near, ttf whieh only this feature anti that can be lakl 
hold of, its discernible, by 'the most industrioiiH man. Escort, 
In three main botties, vanguanU middle, rearguanl, niarehes on 
♦•aeli side ; infanlrv on the left, tatvalry on the right, as the 
urouud is leveller there. Umgth of the I’rain in statute miles, 
MS it jumbles along at this point, is not given ; but we know 
it wm. miinv miles ; that horses ami wagoners were m panic 
hnnlly n»lridma>l« j and we dimly descry, here especially, 
human driU-sergeantry doing the iiH}K»Hihlc to keep chaos 
iduggeil down, 'rhe poor wagoner, cannon playing aheiuf, 
whirls humewartl with his vehicle, if your eye HUit him, 
stilt laitter, and handier, euUi his traces, mounts in a good 

I l l.r /, .a l» s <l»miii»iive in tliww Nsmei i (AWw/) ' Ncw-Thuriito, 
{ikmiUM) * t (Ulisilial Tfmtilth' owl »h« like. 
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ijunuent, nnd is off’ nt hi'avy.finilttl gullojt, k'Hviiig lus \uigan, 
Sekitnu hiul huniiui dril! M*i*gi’niitc‘y Htu*h a [iroblmn. 

The PriLsstiui VuiigiDm!, tmc Krm'kyw iU cojMiimmitT, 
repiilsed (1ml flrwl AiiHlrinn ntiHfk; tlie Vmm clenir f 4 ir 

Home jniuuicH; got llidr m-fthm «f tlie mriiiiget, or mhih* 
part of it, iiflO in all, hurriet! thmiigh; then Imltmi «»n (htf 
Kafe Hide, to wait what Ziednai wtnihi tlo with (he reiimiiidet'. 
Eiethen dtxw Iuh bcHt anti bravest, ma evervbiHiy ; ki-ejn 
his wagou-ehaos plugged down ; ranks it in mpiare innss, a« 
a wagon-fortress (JF!^>r«/a<rj£|')i rjuiks binwlf and evervfnKiy, 
his catimm, his platoon imisketrv, to the fa'st advantag** 
round it ; furiously shools-out in all uianner «»f ways, against 
the furious Isauhaj on this tlank, and the furious Ziskowitr. 
on that; takes hills, loses them; j-ejads and is reiwUetl (wagon- 
chaos ever harder to kta-p pluggt*d) ; finally ijcn-civ^ hiiiiaelf 
to be beaten ; that the wagon-ehaos has got nnplugged (fancy 
it!) — and that he, Zictheii, miwt retreat; btwk foremost if 
possible. Ho did retreat, fighting al! the way to Troppau ; 
and the Convoy is a ruin and a prey, 

Krockow, with the S50, ha« got under way again ; hi-aring 
the powder- wegons start into the air (firtHi* by the enemy), 
and hearing the cannon and nujskefry lake a norlhrrly course, 
and die away in that onunous direction. TIh'm- Mot) wciv 
all the carriages that came in;— happily, by Zicflu-rfH prudem e, 
the money, a large sum, had been Imlged in the vamiiost of 
these. The n*Ht of tfie Convoy, l«dl, powder, breail, was of 
little value to Isnidon, but beyond value to Friedricli al this 
moment; ami it has gone to annibilation anti the belly of 
Chaos and the Croats. Among the tragic wrecks of this 
Convoy there is one that still goes to our heart. A limgish, 
almost straight row of ytnmg Erussinn rtcniits strelclml 
among the slain, wlmt are these ? Hiese were 700 newit* 
coraing-up from their cantons to Uve Wars; hanlly yet sia 
months in training : see how they have fought to the' death, 
poor lads, and have honourably, on the sudden, got nmmi- 
raitted fkom the toils of life. Seven himdmi of them stood 
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to anjjft, this moniini'; Home Htxty-iive will get back to 
TntjijiHti ; Hint in the invoia* amumt. They lie there, with 
tlu-ir hluiid yoiing cheeks niul light hair; beautiful in death; 

eotihi nut have dtuu* hettiT, tliough the sacred poet has 
said nothing of llunn IuIIutIo,- - nor need, till times mend 
with us and him. Adiiai, my noble young Brothers ; so 
brave, so modest, no Spartan nor no Homan moi’e; may tlie 
Hiletua* be blessed t<» you ! 

Coiitriirv to some current notions, it is comfortably evident 
that there was a eonsiderahle lire of loyalty in the .Prussians 
lowanis their Kitig, thiriiig this War; loyalty kept well under 
cover, »u>t wasting itself in harangues or noisy froth; but 
Miming out, among all ranks of men, in practical attempts to 
Iw of help in this high straggle, which was their own as well 
IIS his. 'Hh* Sitiiitk, landed Cientry, of Poinmem and other 
piaa-s, we heard of their poor little Navy of twelve gunboats, 
which were all taken by the Swedes. Militia Regiments too, 
which tiid goml servitx* at ('olberg, ns may transiently appear 
by ami by : - in the gentry or up{H>r classes, a respectable 
Kcal for tknr King. 'I'hen, among the peasantry or lower 
cla-ss Here are Seven Hundred who stood well whore he 
planteil them. Ami tlu'ir Mothers — He Spartan also, ye 
Mothers ! hi jwiu'cabh; times, Tcmjieihof tells us the Prussian 
Mother is usually prmul of having her son in this King’s 
servioB; a emmlry wife will say to you; ‘I have three of 
them, all in th« regiment,’ Billerbeck, Il7.enplit2, or whatever 
lie the Canton ragimenl; ‘the eldest is ten inches’ (stands 
live fiad ten), ‘ the sceoiui is eleven, tlie thin! eight, for indeed 
he is yet young.' 

Ihum, on the clay of this Domsti^tl business, and by way 
of miwking it, fwHng how vital it was, made various extensive 
movements, acrowi the River by several Bridges; then hither, 
thither, on the farther side of Olmuts, maring up and do^: 
Frittiricli observing him, till he should ripen to something 
definite, foHowis! his hombnrding the while; perhaps having 



366 


SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES [book xvm. 

[ad-8th July 1758 

hopes of wager of battle ensuing. Of the disaster at Dorn- 
stadtl Friedrich could know nothing, Loudon having closed 
the roads. Daun by no means ripens into battle : news of 
the disaster reached Friedrich next day (Saturday July 1st), 
— who ^ immediately assembled his Generals, and spoke a few 
inspiring words to them,’ such as we may fancy. Friedrich 
perceives that Olmiitz is over; that his Third Campaign, 
third lunge upon the Enemy’s heart, has prospered worse, 
thus far, than either of the others ; that he must straightway 
end this of Olmiitz, without any success whatever, and try the 
remaining methods and resources. No word of complaint, they 
say, is heard from Friedrich in such cases; face always hopeful, 
tone cheery. A man in Friedrich’s position needs a good deal 
of Stoicism, Greek or other. 

That Saturday night the Prussian bombardment is quite 
uncommonly furious, long continuing ; no night yet like it ; 
— ^the Prussians are shooting-oflF their superfluous ammunition 
this night; do not quite end till Sunday is in. On Sunday 
itself, packings, preparations all completed ; and ‘ Keith, with 
above 4,000 wagons, safe on the road since 9 , a.m.’ — the 
Pruraans softly vanish in long smooth streams, with music 
playing, unmolested by Daun ; and leaving nothing, it is 
boasted, but five or three mortars, which kept playing to 
the last, and one cannon, to which something had happened. 

Of the retreat there could be much said, instructive to 
military men who were studious; extremely fine retreat, say 
all judges ; — of which my readers crave only the outlines, the 
resufe. Daun, it was thought, should have ruined Friedrich 
in this retreat ; but he did nothing of harm to him. In fact, 
for a week he could not comprehend the phenomenon at all, 
and did not stir from his place, — which was on the other, or 
wrong, side of the River. Daun had never doubted but the 
retreat would be to Silesia ; and he had made his detach- 
ments, and laid himself out for doing something upon it, in 
that direction : but, lo, what roads are these, what motions 

• 
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whiilu'rwnnl ? In jiliout a wiji'k it becomes manifcsl. lhat the 
reUvat, which goes on various roads, sometimes lluw at once, 
has converged on Is'uloniischl ; straight for Hohemia instead 
of Silesia ; and that Daun is fallen seven days heliind it ; 
ineapahle now to do anylhing. Not even the Magazine at 
lAadondschl could he got away, nor could even the whole of 
it he burnt. 

K('ilh and the baggage once safe in l.t‘utomisehl (July 
Hth), all goes in delihc'rale longcolnnm; Friedrich ahead to 
open the passages. July 14th, after iive more marches, 
bViedrich bursts-up Kdnigsgriitss ? scattering any opposition 
there is; and sits-down there, in a position considered, he 
knows well how inexpugnable ; to live on the (’ounlry, and 
survey events. The 4,000 baggage-wagons came in about 
entire, Fouquet had the first division of them, and a 
secondary charge of the whole ; an extrennely strict, almost 
pe<lantic man, and of very fiery icm|rer: (Toil veiwx-rmtsf 

asked he sharply, of Iletwjw senior, who hml broken through 
his onler, one day, to avert great mischief: ‘ IIow come you 
here, Mtm Uhural?'' ‘By the Highway, your Excellency!’ 
answered Iletzow in a grave slilfUme.' 

Keith himself takes the rcar-gnnrd, the most ticklish post 
of all, and manages it well, and with success, m his wont is. 
Under sickness at the time, but with his usual vigilance, 
prudence, energy; ((ualities apt to be suwessful in War. 
Some brushes of Gnmt fighting he hatl from lioudon ; hut 
they tlid not amount to anything. It was at Ilolitz, within 
a niartrh of Konigsgriits:, that I,oudon matle his chief attempt; 
a vehement, well-intendeil thing; which looked well at one 
lime, But Keitli heartl the cannonading aheml ; hurried-up 
with new cavalry, new sagacity and fire of energy ; dashctl-out 
horse-charges, seiml hill tops, of a vital nature; and quickly 
endtsl the aflair. A man fiery enough, and prompt with his 
stroke when wantwl, though commonly so quiet. ‘Tell 
Monsieur,’— some General who seemed too stupid or too 

• Relisow, i 30 a. 
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iangiiitl on this wowion, — ^*Tcn Mon»i«-ur fmm ims' snid 
Keith to l>i» Aidc-(;k;-C'iuji|>, *lii* ttmy Iw « }*rfttv thing, 
but he is not a simn {tpt'il imtt (tre unt c h%m, muh 

n'est pa,i tin fwmmt ')' The exwUent ^rnmeular Keith; 
still a fine hmuHh of newnt in him, ou«? • ib* i, 

now past sixt y ; tnnihlwJ with iwlhnm ; «»«! J lUmtit imt «niiy 
be, occasionally, thinking it near time to emi his caiiijatign*! 
And in fact, he is about eutiing tlicm ; notiiieif than h« or 
anybody had expected. 

Daun, picking bis steps and {?ositions, latterly witl* threi? 
fold precaution, got into KonigsgrUl* neighhtnirlnaMl, a week 
after Friedrich ; and looketl-down with enigmatic wonder i>|Km 
Friedrich’s new setllcinent theas Forage abundant nil rwuml, 
and the corn-harvest growing white ; — hertf, atraiig® tii nay, has 
Friedrich got planteci in the tmide of thoae innuinembie llaun 
redoubts, and ‘woods of abatis'; and might a fwry 

pretty ‘Bohemian Campaign' of it, after all, were Ikun tlie 
only adversary he had! Judges are of opinion, that D«tm, 
with all his superiority of number, could not have disrmd^xt 
Friedrich this season.* Daun did try him by the Pajsdtmr 
methods, * 1,000 Croats stealing-in uj»on Kiinigsgriit* at <iiie 
in the morning,’ and the like; but these nvaihsl nothing. By 
the one effectual method, that of beating him in battle, Dmin 
never would have tried. What did disnu*! Frusfiieh, then? 
— Take the following dates, and small hints of pherntmeim 
in other parts of the big Theatre of War. • K»mitii ' i» a 
little Polish Town, midway between Daiitdg and Fric»lrich'» 
Dominions : 

‘Kmitz, IGth June 17/i8. This day Paldmarsetiall Femii.r arrhe# in 
his prin cipal C amp here. For many weeks imst h» has Wen dohl.tiad 

' Varnhagen, Zeien Jes ete.JaksJ) vtH A'w'M, p. aay. 

* Tempelliof, ii. 170.176, 1851— who, unluckity, in njtkli*, tmt w 

too often elsewhere, doe* not give «« the ArithmcticaJ NwaWt* ul r*, h, Ut 
counts by • Battalions ’ and ‘ Squadrons,’ which, excepa in Owe of art a 
totally uncertain quantity »— guess vaguely, 75,000 agatnai |o,«w. 
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across tlie Weichsel hitherward, into various small Camps, with Cossack 
Parties flying about, under check of General Platen. But now, being 
all across, and reunited, Fermor shoots-out Cossack Parties of quite 
other weight and atrocity ; and is ready to begin business, — still a little 
uncertain how. His Cossacks, under their Demikows, Romanzows, 
capable of no good fighting, but of endless incendiary mischief in the 
neighbourhood ; — shoot far ahead into Prussian territory : Platen, Hordt 
with his Free-Corps, are beautifully sharp upon them ; but many beat- 
ings avail little. They burn the town of Hriesen ” (Hordt having been 
hard upon them there) ; town of Ratzebuhr, and nineteen villages 
around * ; — burn poor old women and men, one poor old clergyman especi- 
ally, wind him well in straw-roping, then set fire, and leave him ; — and 
are worse than fiends or hyaenas. Not to be checked by Platen^s best 
diligence; not, in the end, by Platen and Dohna together. Dohna 
(18th June) has risen from Stralsund in check of them, — leaving the 
unfortunate Swedes to come out ' (shrunk to about 7,000, so unsalutary 
their stockfish diet there), — ^ these hyaena Cossacks being the far more 
pressing thing. Dohna is diligent, gives them many slaps and checks ; 
Dohna cannot cut the taproot of them in two; that is to say, fight 
Fermor and beat him : other ejffectual check there can be none.^ 

‘ Tschopau (in Saxony), 21^^ June, Prince Henry has quitted Bamberg 
Country ; and is home again, carefully posted, at Tschopau and up and 
down, on the southern side of Saxony ; with his eye well on the Passes 
of the Metal Mountains,— where now, in the turn things at Olmiitz have 
taken, his clear fate is to be invaded, not to invade. The Reichs Ai*my, 
fairly afoot in the Circle of Saatz, counts itself 35,000; add 15,000 
Austrians of a solid quality, there is a Reichs Army of 50,000 in all, this 
Year. And will certainly invade Saxony,— though it is in no hurry; 
does not stir till August come, and will find Prince Henri elaborately on 
his guard, and little to be made of him, though he is as one to two. 

^ Gref eld (Rhine Country), June, Duke Ferdinand, after skilful 
shoving and advancing, some forty or fifty miles, on his new or French 
side of the Rhine, finds the French drawn-up at Crefeld (June 23d) ; 
47,000 of them versus 33,000 : in altogether intricate ground ; canal- 
ditches, osier-thickets, farm-villages, peat-bogs. Ground defensible 
against the world, had the 47,000 had a Captain ; but reasonably safe to 
attack, with nothing but a Clermont acting that character. Ferdinand, 

I can perceive, knew his Clermont; and took liberties with him. 
Divided himself into three attacks : one in front, one on Clermont’s right 
flank, both of which cannonaded, as if in earnest, but did not prevent 
Clermont going to dinner. One attack on front, one on right flank; 
then there was a third, seemingly on left flank, but which winded itself 

^ ffildm-G 4 schi€hfej v. I49etscq. j Tempelhof, il 135, etc. 
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rtterilouslv imprudent, had there been a Captain, instead of a 

ri«^iinfflin/his wine-glasses and decanters, thmk at what a rate,- 
sS^^r^ hif 47,000 and him to the road aga,in, with a loss of me^ 
STS eounua to 4,000 (4,000 4g.l..t l,7(»), ot lo»«»r-wl»t- 

'T.rf^S5™bU ""‘b ‘bio to „d.toi^, -a 

cTi forward on this French side of the Rhme : and had Wesel been 
E (afZe of us ^ow it is not !), perhaps he nught. At any rate 
veteran BeUeisle took his measures dismissal of Clermont Princ 
the Blood, and appointment of Contades, a man of some skill; *ec^® 
^ubise and his M,000 from their Austrian intentions; these ^ 
c+rooTions measures,— and prevented such consummation. A gallant 
cLrrSrs, onl^y son of eisle, Perished in that 
M foefeld :-unfortunate old man, what a bu^ess that of cutting 
Germany in four ” has been to you, first and last ! 

‘ Zouiiurg (Norih America), July Bth. Landing of General Amherst s 
people at Louisburg in Cape Breton; with a view of ^ 

Luortant place. Which has now become extremely difficult , *e 
ganison, and their defences, miUtary, naval, 
fuch an event Landing was done by Brigadier Wolfe ; 
of Amherst and Admiral Boscawen from rearward and under abundant 
fire of batteries and musketries playing on it ahead: in 
surfiest seas (but we have waited four days, and it hardly mends), tossing 
us about like corks ;-so that “many of ? 

Wolfe and people “had to leap out, breast-deep, and make for 

themselves, the faster the better, under very intricate circumstences. 
Which was victoriously done, by Wolfe and his people ; really m a 
rather handsome manner, that morning. As were aU the subsequent 
Siege-operations, on land and on water, by them and the others -till 
(A^ust 8th) the Siege ended : in complete surrender,-positively for 
the last time (Pitt fully intends); no Austrian Netherlands now to put 

°“^eS''aS“prltty victories, cheering to Pitt and Friedrich : but the 
difficult point still is that of Fermor. Whose Cossacks, and their devil- 
like ravapngs, are hideous to think of :— unrestrainable by Dohna, 
unless he could cut the root of them ; which he cannot. June 27 th 
(while Colonel Mosel, with his 3,000 wagons, stiU only one stage from 
^oppau, was so busy), ‘slow FOrmor rose from Komtz ; began hitching 
southward, southward gra dually to Posen, -a considerably stronger 

1 Mauvillon, i. 297-309 ; Westphalen, u 588-604 ; Tempelhof, etc., etc* _ 

2 General Amherst’s Biafy of the Siege (in Gentleman's Magaztne, xxviii. 
384-89). 
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Polish Town; on the edge both of Brandenburg and of Silesia; — and 
has been sitting there^ almost ever since our entrance into Bohemia ; his 
Cossacks burning and wasting to great distances in both Countries ; no 
deciding which of them he meant to invade with his main Army. Sits 
there almost a month, enigmatic to Dohna, enigmatic to Friedrich ; till 
Friedrich decides at last that he cannot be suffered longer, whichever of 
them he mean ; and rises for Silesia (August 2d). Precisely about which 
day Fermor had decided for Brandenburg, and rolled over thither, 
towards Ciistrin and the Frankfurt-on-Oder Country, heralded by fire and 
murder, as usual/ 

Priedrich’s march to Landshut is, again, much admired. 
Daun had beset the three great roads, the two likeliest 
especially, with abundant Pandours, and his best Loudons and 
St. Ignons : Friedrich, maldng himself enigmatic to Daun, 
struck into the third road by Skalitz, Nachod; circuitous, 
steep, but lying Glatz-ward, handy for support of various 
kinds. He was attempted, once or more, by Pandours, but 
used them badly ; fell-in with Daun’s old abatis (well wind- 
dried now), in different places, and burnt them in passing. 
And in five days was in Kloster-Griissau, safe on his own side 
of the Mountains again. One point only we will note, in 
these Pandour turmoilings. From Skalitz, the first stage of 
his march, he answers a Letter of Brother Pleurfs : 

To Prince Henri (at Tschopau in Saxony). ^What you write to me 
of my Sister of Baireuth' (that she has been in extremity, cannot yet 
write, and must not be told of the Prince of Prussia's death lest it kill 
her) ^ makes me tremble ! Next to oxir Mother, she is what I have the 
most tenderly loved in this world. She is a Sister who has my heart 
and all my confidence; and whose character is of price beyond all the 
crowns in this universe. From my tenderest years, I was brought-up 
with her : you can conceive how there reigns between us that indissoluble 
bond of mutual affection and attachment for life, which in all other cases, 
were it only from disparity of ages, is impossible. Would to Heaven I 
might die before her; — and that this terror itself don't take away my 
life without my actually losing her !' ^ * * 

At Grussau (August 9 th) he writes to his dear Wilhelmina herself : 
^ O you, the dearest of my family, you whom I have most at heart of all 

CEuvres de FrMiric, xirn, 179, ‘Klenny, near Skalitz, 3d August 1758 ;* 
Henri’s Letter is dated ‘Camp of Tschopau, 28th July’ {ib. 177). 
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rorW, — for the i«*k« of whatever ii meet preciout to you, pre- 
ureelf, im<i lot mo hitve at U‘»«t tJ<e coneoUtwa of oliwliIiHg my 
your boeom ! h'ew tmthijift for wi, aud'—O King, * 1 » I* dying, 

•eliovo know* it, though you will hope to tho Iwt ? I'here i* 
itg piercingly tragiciJ iu thowo final Ijotter* of iriedrlch to hi* 
luna, written from such scone* of wHwk *J»d *torm, and in 
rtina'* beautiful ever-lovlng iiuiot Answer*, dictated when the 
tt longer write.* 

xlrich had last left Grllssau April 1 Stitt he has 
ad to it August 8th ; after sixteen weeks of a very 
al absence. In Grussau he stayed two whole daya; — 
snough he, probably, tbough his jicople were resttng ! 
it 10th, he draws-up, for Prince Henri, ‘under seal of 
,ost absolute secrecy,’ and with luhiiirable busiiiess'like 
ies.s, brevity and cleame.ss, forgetting nothing useful, 
ibering nothing useleas, a Paper of Directions in case of 
ftin event s * I march tonion’ow against the Ru.ssiana ; as 
ents of War may lead to all sorts of accitknits, and it 
asily happen to me to be killwl, I have thought it my 
to let you know what my plans were,’ and what you are 
in that event,-— ‘the rather as you are Gua«lian of our 
8W ’ (late Prince of Prussia’s Son) ‘ with an unlimited 
irity.’ Oath from all the armies the instant I am killed ; 

, active, as ever i the enemy not to notice that there is any 
;e in the command. I intend to ‘heat the Russians 
’y’ (a plate couture, ‘splay-seam’), ‘if it possible*; 
to etc. gives you his ‘ itinerary,’ too, or probable 
m, till ‘the SSth’ (notably enough); in short, forgets 
ng useful, nor remembers anything tliat is not, in spit® I 

I hurry.* For Mini.ster Pinck also there went a Paper; 
wt needing to be opened for tho moment. | 

uly i 8 th’ S*th« l»*t by her band, and illeglbls’i— Will It > 

though withheld from m. Was received at Gramu here, sod sntwered I 

>« length (CSsrvm, **vli. 1 . 3 « 6 ), sceordtng to the spcelmen juil five#, 
atm of her* Mow, and Four of the King's {H. N«**iy »«*«• 

I, M priatad there, without commentary for the unpeepsred neder. 

3 nste*M»ie>fr* ’ (lo they have labelled itJi glvim in GSaeww, 
fftnMet) afil-ate. Friedrich’s Ttsismtul proper i* airwdy made, and aO 
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With Margraf Karl, and Fouquet under him, who are to 
guard Silesia, he leaves in two Divisions about Half the late 
Olmiitz Army : — added to the other force, this will make 
about 40,000 for that service.^ Keith has the chief com- 
mand here; but is ordered to Breslau, in the mean time, 
for a little rest and recovery of health. Friday 11th August, 
Friedrich himself, with the other Half, pushes-oiF towards 
Fermor and the Cossack demons ; through Liegnitz, through 
Hohenfriedberg Country, straight for Frankfurt, with his 
best speed. 


CHAPTER XIII 
BATTLE OF ZORNDORF 

Stoday 20th August, Friedrich, with his small Army, 
hardly above 15,000 I should guess, arrived at Frankfurt- 
on- Oder : ‘his Majesty,’ it seems, ‘lodged in the Lebus 
Suburb, in the house of a Clergyman’s Widow; and was 
observed to go often out of doors, and listen to the cannon- 
ading, which was going on at Ciistrin.’ ^ From Landshut 
hither, he has come in nine days ; the swiftest marching ; a 
fiery spur of indignation being upon all his men and him, 
for the last two days fierier than ever, — ^longing all to have 
a blow at those incendiary Russian gentlemen. Five days 
ago, the Russians, attempting blindly on the Garrison of 
Ciistrin, had burnt, — nothing of the Garrison at aU, — ^but 
the poor little Town altogether. Which has filled every- 
body with lamentation and horror. And, listen yonder, 
they are still busy on the solitary Garrison of Ciistrin ; 

in order, years ago (‘ nth January 1752’): of this there followed Two new 
Redactions (new editions with slight improvements, * 7th November 1768,* and 
‘ 8th January 1769 ’ the finally valid one) j and various Supplements, or summary 
Enforcements (as here), at different times of crisis : see Preuss, iv. 277, 401, and 
(Euvr$s d§ Fridiric, vL p. 13 (of Preface), for some confused account of that 
matter. 

^ Sfccnzel, V, 163. 


® Rodenbeck, i 347. 
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- luulihU* caougli to Friedrich from Ids nurlheni or I,<‘hu,s 
Sulmrl), wldcli lies uearcst. ihe jiliu'c, nt n disiauce of soiuc 
Iwonly inil(‘s. 

Of FeniuH-’s mlhol savagery o» Oiistriu, it is huneidaijly 
necessary we should say something : to say nmeh would he a 
waste of retuml ; as the thing itself was a waste of powder. 
A thing hideous to think of; without the Utast profit to 
Fermor, but with total ruin to all the inhabitants, and to 
the many strangers who had sought refuge tlmre. One in- 
terior circumstance is memorable and lucky to us. Artillery- 
Captain Tielcke happened to be witli these people; had come 
in the train of ‘ two Saxon Frincos, serving as voluntcera ’ ; 
and, with a singular lucidity, and faithful good sense, not 
scientific alone, he illuminates these black Russian matters for 
such as have to do with them. 

llclcke’s Rook of Contrihuimis to the Art qf IFar' is still 
in repute with Soldiers, esjrecially in the Artillery line ; and 
indeed shows a sound geometrical head, and contains hits <»f 
excellent Historical reading interafrersed among the scientific 
parts. This '.I'iclckc, it ap|)eaiu, was a common foot-soldier, 
one of those 1‘irna 14,000 made Fnissian against their will ; 
but Tielcke bad a milkmaid for sweetheart in those regions, 
who, good soul, gave him her generous farewell, a suit of her 
clothes, periiaps a pair of her pails; and in (but guise be 
walked out of bondugi^. Clear away ; tt> Warsaw, to favour 
with the King arul other's (being of mil merit, an excellent, 
studious, modest little man); anti here he now reii|)pearH, in 
a higher captieity; as articulate Eye-witness of the Cimlrin 
Rusiness and the Zonidorf, among much other Russian dark- 
ness, which shall remain comfortably hlfuik to us. 

Up to Ciisti'in, the .lourna! of the Oja'ralitms of the 
Russian Army, which I could give from day to <lay,® is of 

* B^lrSgs mr A'rUgt-A'unti mid (m) Gts(hi,hte dtt ten 1756 h’t 

1763 {ilx thin toIr, 4to, with many I*l8tc»)s cited stove. 

* ‘ 7}tf«hiei hyefer, etc, (Dtoy of toih Armic* from tlic !rf*i*innlng of the 
Campaign tiU Zormiorf’), in Tkleke, ii. I- 7 SJ Temj>clli<»(, ii. 136, ai6-aa4> 

y.j etc. etc. 
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interest except to the Nether Powers of this Universe; 

Russian Operations hitherto having consisted in slow 
^^^STcihes, sluttish cookeries, cantoonings, bivouackings, with 
<lest]i:uction of a poor innocent Country, and arson, theft and 
done on the great scale by inhuman vagabonds, Cos- 
so-called, not tempered on this occasion by the mercy of 
^^liiaucks. The regular Russian Army, it appears, parti ci- 
in the common horror of mankind against such a 
^^letUod of making war; but neither Feldmarschall I^ermor, 
General Demikof (properly Themkoud^ a Swiss, deserving 
little thanks from us, who has taken in hand to command 
tlxese Missionaries of the Pit), can help the results above 
deseribed. Which are justly characterised as abominable, to 
gods and men ; and not fit to be recorded in human Annals ; 
e^c^eration, and, if it were possible, oblivion, being the human 
^esoTirce with them. The Russian Officers, it seems, despise 
this Cossack rabble incredibly ; for their fighting qualities 
withal are close on zero, though their talent for arson and 
nxxxrrder is so considerable. And contrariwise, the Cossacks, 
fox* their part, have no objection to plunder, or even, if 
obstreperous, to kill, any regular Officer they may meet 
unescorted in a good place. Their talent for arson is great* 
They do uncountable damage to the Army itself; provoking 
all the Country people to destroy by fire what could be eaten 
or* nsed, the foraging, food and equipments of horse and 
me,n. ; so that horse and man have to be fed by victual 
€a.rfced hundreds of miles out of Poland; and the Russian 
A.rmy sticks, as it were, tethered with a welter of broken 
porridge-pots and rent mealbags hung to every foot it has. 

East Preussen is quiet from the storms of War ; holds its 
tongue well, and hopes better days : but the Russians them-* 
selves are little the better for it, a country so lately burned 
ba^re ; they are merely flung so many scores of miles forward, 
farther from home and their real resources, before they can 
I>egin work. They have no port on the Baltic : poor block* 
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heads, they are aware how cksimhle, for instance, Dantzig 
would be; to help feeding them out of ships; but the 
Dantzigers won’t. Colberg, a poor little place, with only 
700 militia people in it, would be of immense service to 
them as a sea-haven : but even thi.s they have not yet tried 
to get ; and after trying, they will find it a job. ‘ Why not 
unite with the Swedes and take Stettin (the finest harbour 
in the Baltic), which would bring Russia, by ships, to your 
very hand ? ’ This is what Montalembert is urgent upon, 
year after year, to the point of wearying everybody; but 
he can get no official soul to pay heed to him, — the diili- 
culties are so considerable. ‘Swedes, what ore they?’ say 
the Russians : ‘ Russians what ? ’ say the Swedes. ‘ Swalen 
would be so handy for the Artilleries,’ urges Montalembert ; 

‘ Russians for the Soldiery, or covering and fighting part.’ — 

‘ Can’t be done ! ’ Officiality shakes its head • and Mon- 
talembert is obliged to be silent. 

The Russians have got into the Neumark of Brandenburg, 
on those bad terms; and are clearly aware that, without 
some Fortress as a Place of Arms, they are an overgrown 
Incompetency and Monstrosity in the field of War; doing 
much destruction, most of which proves .J^^destructive before 
long. But how help it ? If the carrying of meal so far be 
difficult, what will the carrying of siege-furniture be? A 
flat impos.sibility. Fermor, aware of these facts, reimnnljers 
what happened at Oczakow, — long ago, in our pre.sence, and 
Keith’s and Miinnich’s, if the reader have not quite forgot. 
Munnich, on that occasion, took Oczakow without any siege- 
furniture whatever, by boldly nuarching up to it ; nothing but 
audacity and good luck on his side. Fermor detennintss to 
try Ciistrin in the like way,— -if pcnulventure Prussian soldmry 
be like Turk?— ^ 

Fermor rose from Posen August 2d, almost three week# 
ago; making daily for the Neumark and those unfortunate 
Oder Countries; nobody but Dohna to oppose him, — Dohna 
in the ratio of perhaps one against four. Dohna naturally 
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laid hold of Frankfurt axul the Oder Bridge.^ so that Fermor 
could not cross there ; whereupon Fermoi% as the next-best 
things struck northward for the Warta (tdaek Polish stream, 
last big branch of Oder); crossed this, at his ease, by Lands- 
berg Bridge, August lOth;^ and after a day or two of 
readjustment in Laiulsberg, made for Cilstriu Country (liis 
next lu^adtiuartcr is at Gross ICamin*^); h<>j>ing in some 
accidental or tniraculous way to cross Oder tlas'cabouts, or 
cwen get hold of Ciistrin as a Place of Arms. If per- 
adventure he can take Ciistrin without pro|)er siege-artillery, 
in the Ocmkow or Aidi-Turk way ? Fermor has been 
busy upon Ciistrin since August 1 6tii in what fashion we 
partly heard, and will now, from authentic sources, see a little 
for ourselves. 

Tine (Castle of Oe»tria, built by good Jobann of Cestrln, and ^ roofed 
with copper/ in the Reformation times,*— wo know It Irom of old, and 
Friedrich hm ainco bad some knowledge of it, CCstrin itHolf i» a rugged 
little Town, wnth Momo moorland tralHc, and k still a place of great 
military Htrength, the garrinon of tln»He parts* Its rougli pavementn, itn 
heavy ntone ImltlcmeutH and barricrn, give it a gnarlcil i)!>Hiinate anpect, 
—stern eiumgh place of exile for a ('rown^Prince fallen into nueb dia- 
favour with Papa I A rugged, compact, by no meima bandHome little 
Town, at the meeting of the Warta imd the Oder | «tand« naturally 
among sedgei, willown and drained mire, except that liuman induitry 
i« plwiantly busy upon It, and hm long been. So that the nelgidmur* 
hood Is populous beyond expectetion ; studded with rough eottfiges In 
wbitewaub ; hamlet#i In a paved condltioti ; and eoinfortalde «ign« of 
labour victoriously wreHtlIng with the wilderncm Blintrin, an ar«enal 
and garriHon, begirt with two river«, and with awful bulwarks, and 
bantlons cased In stone,-*-* ptirbapa too high/' »ay the learned, --Is likely 
to be iinpregniible to RiwMian englneerliif on tliose termi. Here, with 
brevity, k the catastrophe of CCIwtrln, 

Tm^ap IBih Auptmi 175B, At two In the morning, several thousand 
Russians, grenadiers, under Quiirterinaiter General Stofeln, whom the 
readem of Man^ftoht know from old Ooakow timoa, are astir; pushing 
along fVom Oroti Kamln, tli rough the scraggy firwoods, and flat peat 
countries; intendinga itroke on Ciitrla, If perhaps they can get it:* 

^ Tmupelhof, IL ai6* ' * Flim at p* 

* 'fcmpelhof, il* 117 j Itat Ttekke, IL % tt ihe real noarec. 
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— ««t the •lightest clmn» to get t'totriii ; rntsHiim Mtildicrhliiii mul 
TurkMi hoing two quite Uitrercul tUiiiBs ! The |»icktH‘riiig aiul iwuiu.uvr 
ing of Ktoffela shall not detoiii us. Stoffelii miie along hy tlu< I^jukIh- 
herg road (count® of the now Khuigslterg-tldstriu Railway); and drove-ln 
th« Rrussittu out-partii's, who at first took liim for (hwsacks. MloflVln 
Hot hinmolf down on the north side of th« place ; planted cannon in 
certain clay-pils thereahouts, and about nine o'clock began firing shells 
and incendiary greinulotm at a great rate. Ticlcke saw everything;-™ 
and had toe honour to take luncheon, that evening, with certain chief 
Officers, Bitting on the ground, after all was over, and only a few shots 
from toe Garrison still dropping,* 

At the third grenado, which, it seemB, fell into a straw magasiiiu', 
Cilstrin took fire ; could not he quenched again, so much dry wood in 
it, ao much disorder too, the very aoldiors some of them disorderly (a 
bad doHortor sot) ; so that it soon flamed aloft,— from side ti* side one sea 
of fiiimo : and man, woman and child, every soul (exc<>pt the Garrison, 
which sat eimlosed in strong stone), had to fly across the River, under 
penalty of death hy fire. Of Cilstrin, by five in the evening, there was 
nothing loft but the black ashes ; the Garrison standing unharmed, and 
the Church, School-house and some atono edifices in a charred skeleton 
condition. ‘No life was lost, except that of one child in arm*.' All 
Neumark had lodged its valuables in this place of strongth ; all are fle«i 
now in horror and terror across the Oder, by tl>e Bridg«», before it also 
umtuenohably takes fire, at the western or non-Russiati end <tf the place. 
Such a day as was seldom seen in human experience ; Fermor responsible 
for it, happily not wo. 

Fermor, in the evening, said to his Artillery People : * 'Vhy liave you 
ceased to tiro grenadoos f * ‘ Kxcelleney, ihe Town is out; nothing now 

but ushos ami stone.’ 'Never mind; give llicm tiie rest, one every 
(lunrter of an hour. tVe shall not need tiie gren.-MloeN again. The 
cannou-bnlis we shall ; them, therefore, do not waste.* On the morrow 
morning, after tlds performance on the Town, Fermor »endsa Trumpeter : 
‘Surrender, or else -!’ nilher in the tremendmw style. ‘Or else?* 
answers tlie Commandant, pointing to the ashes, to tlm blm k tm-oii. 
sumable stOJms; and is deaf to this « 4 >p(Mt(/}«rioTrmi»}a’ter. Tim Russians 
*ay they (tent one yesterday morning, not vjfpMffmto, but he was kilted 
in the pickeerlngs, and never Imard of again. A mile w so to rear 
of Cflstrin, OH the westward or Berlin side of the River, Me* Ooiitta 
for toe last four days; expecting that the Uws of Nature will hold 
good, and Cilstrin prove touahlo against such siegiftg. to* stainU it on 
Friedrich'a arrival. 


* Ticlcke, ii. 75 w. 
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Wc left; in the Ia'Iius Su!)urh of Frankfurt, 

Sunday August; !iOth, listening to the distant cannonade. 
Next morning, he is here himself; at Dohua’s (tamp of 
(Idrg.'ist, taking snrvc;y of affairs; came early, under rapid 
small es(;ort, li-aving his Army to follow; scorn and con- 
temptmnis indignation the humour of him, they say; re.so- 
lution to be. swiftly home upon that surprising Russian 
armament, and toudi it new manners. The black skeleton 
of Oiistrin stares hid<‘ously acro.ss the River; ‘ (Uistrin Siege’ 
so-called still going-on hod better make despatch now, 
and take itself away ! He gi'oatly despises Rus.sian soldier- 
ship : ‘ Pooh, pooh,’ he would answer, if Keith from ex|)eri- 
ence said, ‘ Your Majesty does not do it justice ’ ; — and 
Keith has been known to hint, * If the trial ever come, yotir 
Majesty will alter that opinion.’ A day or two hence, amid 
these hideous Russian fi re-traceries, the Hussars bring him 
a dozen of (k>s.sack.H they have made prisoners : Friedrich 
looks at the dirty gnaai vagabomls; says to om; of his Shifi’: 
‘And this is the kind of Doggery I have to bother with!’-— 
The sight of the poor counlry-people, and their tears of joy 
aiul of sorrow on his rca|)pearance among them, much affected 
him. Taking inspection of Dolma, he finds Dolma wonder- 
fully clean, pipe-clayed, complete: ‘You are very fine indml, 
you -I bring yon a .set of fellows, rough as 
(‘ grass-devils,’ I never know whether insects or binls) ; ‘ but 
they can bite,’ — hope you can ! 

TtU!8<lay Atigust 2f2d, at five in tbc morning our Army 
has all arrive<l, the FYmikfurt people just come in ; 80,000 
of us now in (lamp at (Idrgast. Friedrich orders stmight- 
way that a certain Russian Redoubt on the other side of the 
River, at Schaumburg, a Jiiile or two down stream, be well 
cannonaded into rui»j,-— as if he took it for some incipiem-y 
of a Russian Bridge, or were himself minded to cross here, 
under cover of Ciistrin. Fritxlrich's intention very certainly 
is to cross,— here or not just here;-— and that same night, 
after some hours of rest to the Frankfurt people, — night of 
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i'ueaday- Wednesday, Friedrich, having persuaded the Russians 
that his crossing-place will be their Redoubt at Schaumburg, 
marches ten or twelve miles down the River, silently his 
30,000 and he, till opposite the Village of Gustebicsc ; 
rapidly makes his Bridges there, unmolested : Fermor, with 
his eye on the cannonaded Redoubt only, has expected no 
such matter; and is much astonished when he hears of it, 
twenty hours after. Friedrich, across with the vanguard, at 
an early hour of Wednesday, gets upon the knoll at Giiste- 
biese for a view : and all Giistebiese, hearing of him, hurries 
out, with low-voiced tremulous blessings, irrepressible tears : 
‘ God reward your Majesty, that have come to us ! ’ — and 
there is a hustling and a struggling, among the women 
especially, to kiss the skirts of his coat. Poor souls ; one 
could have stood tremendous cheers ; but this is a thing I 
forgive Friedrich for being visibly affected with. 

Friedrich leaves his baggage on the other side of the Oder, 
and the Bridge guarded ; our friend Ilordt, with his Free- 
Corps, doing it. Friedrich marches forward some ton miles 
that night ; eastward, straight for Gross Kamin, as if to take 
the Russians in rear; encamps at a j)lace called Klossow, 
spreading himself oblicjucly towards the Miitzcl (black .sluggish 
tributary of the Oder in those parts), meaning to reach N<'u 
Daimn on the Mlitzel tomorrow, there almost within wind of 
the Russians, and be ready for crossing on tlnun. It was at 
Klossow (JiSd August, evening), that the Hussars brought-in 
their dozen or two of Cos.sacks, and he had his first sight of 
Russian soldiery ; by no means a favourable one, ‘ tlgh, only 
look ! ’ — As we are now approaching Zonulorf, and the 
monstrous tug of Battle which fell out there, readers will 
be glad of the following : 

‘ From Damn) on the Miltzol, where Friedrich intends ortMOiinjr it 
tomorrow night, south to flross Kamin, not far from the tfarta, wfiera 
Fermor's headquarter lately was, may be about five miles. From C'iistria, 
Ka min lies north-east about eight or ton miles: Zorndorf, tiie most 
considerable Village in this tract, l!w,— little dreaming of th* sad glory 
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coming to it,- - pn^Uy mncli in tlui centre between big %Farta and smaller 
Miitzel. The ('onntry is by nature a peat wildernaRS, far and wide ; but 
it has been tanunl extennively; grows crop% green pastnreB; is ekewbere 
covered with woo(i (Sootcli fir, scraggy in ske, but evidently under forest 
management) ; perbaps half the country is in Fir tracts, wbat they call 
Ueukn (n<‘athH); the cultivated spaces lying like light-green islands with 
black-gretm channels and expanses of circumambient Fir, The* Drowite 
Heath, the Mnssin or Zicher Heath, and others ala>nt Zorndorf, will 
become notable to us. The (Country is now much drier than in Friedrich's 
time ; the human spado doing its duty everywhere : so that mtich of the 
Battle-ground has l)ecome irrecogniHable, when compared with the old 
marshy descrlptioui given of it Zorndorf, a rough substantial Hamlet, 
has nothing of boggy now visible near by ; lloi east to west, a firm broad 
highway leading Ihrough ; a sea of forest before it, to south ; to north, 
good dry barley-grounds or rye-groundi, ienilMy rlilng for half a mile, 
then waving about in various slow slight ohangei of level towards Quarts 
schen, Zicher, etc, : forming mx irregular oleared ^^liknd/'altogether of 
perhaps four miles by three, with unlimited eireumambiencei of wood. 
It was here, on this island as wa call it, that the Battle, which has made 
Zorndorf famous, was fought, 

^ Zorndorf (or even tlm open ground half a mile to north of it, which 
will ha more important to us) is probably not 50 foot above the level of 
the Mtitzol, nor 100 above Warta and Oder, six miles oF ; but it is the 
crown of the Omintry p- the ground dropping there from every way, in 
laasy dull waves or swells ; towards Tamiel and ClrosH Kamin on south- 
east; ttwards Birken-Busch, Quarischen, l)arnnit.v,eP on north-west; 
m well m towards Hamm and its Bridge north *-ei.yit, where Friedrich will 
soon be, ami towards Cliktrin south-weit, where he lately was, each a 
hve or mx milw from Zorndorf. 

^Buoh is the poor moorland tract of Country ; Zorndorf the centre of 
it,— where the Battle Is likely to be Zorndorf and environs a bare 
<|uiiii4»land among these woods ; exteitilve bald crown of the landicape, 
girt with a frlwle of drwoodi all round. Boggy pooli there are, especially 
on the western side (all drained in our time). MUtsiel, or north side, is 
of course the lowest In level ; and accordingly/ what k much to 1m 
marked by readers here, *from the iouth| m Zorndorf aide, at wide 
intarvali, there naunter along. In a alow obioure manner, Three miserable 
continuous l^akiges, or oozy llreadi of Water, all making for Quarb- 
schen, to north or north-west, there to diwmbogua into tlm Mdteel 
Each of thtie hm Its little Hollow ; of whkh the waiternmost, called 
Zalmrn Hollow (Zob 0 mgmMl% li the most eonilderable, and the most 
important to ui here: Quigmgmnd {Gsdlmm-Ilollow) is also worth 
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naming in tliiB Battle ; tlie third Leakage, tkongk wiilnmi itnportasu’e, 
inyitesi us to name it, quasi KAWa^f/z-ipiaginire,- becatise you 

can use no atockings there, except with manifest disadvantage/ —Fake 
this other concluding trait : 

* * ^ InexpresBible fringe of marsh, two or three miles broad, mostly 
bottomless, woven with sluggish creeks and stagnant pools, borders the 
Warta for many miles towards f^ndsberg; Cdstrin-Landsherg (latiseway 
the alone sure footing in it ; after which, the country rises insensibly, 
but most beneficially, and is mainly drier till you get to the Mutisel agaiti, 
and find the same fringe of mud lace-work again. Zorndorf wo called 
the crown of it. Tamsel, Wilkersdorf, Klein Kamin, Gross Kamin, and 
other places known to us, lie on the dry turf-fuel country, but lookitig 
over close upon the hem of that marsli-fringe, and no doubt getting 
peats, wild-ducks, pike-fishes, eels, and snatches of summer pasture and 
cow-hay out of it/ 

Thursday August S4th, Friedrich is again speeding on ; 
occupying Darmlitzel and other crossing places of the 
— by no means himself crossing there ; on the contrary, care- 
fully breaking all the Bridges befoi*e lie go (* No retreat for 
those Eussian vagabonds, only death or snmnder for them I ') 
— himself not intending to cross till he be up at Damrn, 
Neu Damm, well eastward of his Russians, and have got them 
all pinfolded between Miitzel and Oder in that way. In the 
evening, he reaches Damm and the Mill of Damm, some 
three or four miles higher up the Miitzel and there pushes 
partly across at once. That is to say, his vanguard at once, 
and takes a defensive position ; his Artillery and otlier 
Divisions by degrees, in the silent night lioiirs ; and, behire 
daybreak tomorrow, every soul will be across, and the bri<ige 
broken again;— and Fermor had better have his atx'ouuts 
settled. 

FermoFs roving Cossack clouds seldom bring liim in 
intelligence; but only return stained with charcoal grime 
and red murder : up to late last night, he had not known 
where Friedrich was at all; had idly thought him busy with 
the Schaumburg Redoubt, on the other side of Oder, fencing 

Mitchell to HoMemess, a4th August 1758^ (Mmmrs md 

i 425 ; /( 5 . it 40*47, Mitchell^ Private Journal). 
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ami preonulioning: but now (night of the iJ3c!), these Cossacks 
do coine-iu with nows, ‘ Indisputahle to our poor tniuds, the 
IVussiaus are at Klossow yonder,- -('aptunal a dozen green 
vagiihonds of us, and have sent us galloping !’- -.\vlueh news, 
with th(> night elosing-in on him, was astonishing, thrice ami 
four times important to Fermor. 

Instantly he raises the siege of (’iistrin, any sieg<‘ there 
was; gets his immense haggage-train shoved -oil’ that night 
to Klein Kamin, Ijindslxu-g way; summons the force from 
Landsherg to join him without loss of a nnmient;- and in 
the mean while jnlches himself in long Bivouac iu the DiX‘witz 
Wood or Fir-IIeath, with the quaggy SSalserugnind iu front. 
Quaggy Zaberngnind,—- do readers remeniher it ; one of tlmse 
‘ Three continuous I.eak^M,’ very important to Fermor and 
us-at present ? I’his is the safest place Fermor can fi»»d for 
himself; scraggy firs around, good quagmires and Zaheru 
Hollow in Iront; lookitig to the east, waiting what a new 
day will bring. That was Fermor’s posttm*, while Frie(lri<;h 
quittetl Klossow in the dawn of the 24th. Be busy, ye 
Cossack doggeries; return with news, not with mere grime 
and marks of blood on your moutlis ! 

Evening of the 24th, Cossacks re}MM*t that Frietirich has 
got to Damm Mill ; has hold of the Bridge there ; and may 
be looked for, sure m tlie daylight tomorrow, Fermor is 
50,000 odd, his lAndslwrg forces all coming in ; one Detach- 
ment out Stettin way, which cannot come in ; Fermor finds 
that his haggage-*train is fairly on the rowti to Klein Kamin ; 
-—and that he will have to ({uit tliis bosky bivouac, and fight 
for himself in the open ground, or do worse. 

ami ihe Mbmtmir mer agtm, — ikesi i* to sag, 
Friedrich at Hamigr^ mth Fermor mtd hk liusmam 
(25th August 1758) 

Artless hVnnor tlraws-out to the open ground, norti; of 
Zorndorl, stmth of Quartschei; ; arranges himself in huge 
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quadrilateral mass, with his ' stafF-baggage ’ (lighter baggage) 
in the centre, and his front, so to speak, every where.^ Mass, 
say two miles long by one mile broad ; but it is by no means 
regular, and has many zig-zags according to the ground, and 
narrows and di'oops southward on the eastern end : one of 
the most artless arrangements ; but known to Fermor, and 
the readiest on this pinch of time. Miinnich devised this 
quadrilateral mode ; and found it good against the Turks, 
and their deluges of raging horse and foot : Fermor could 
perhaps do better ; but there is such a press of hurry, 
FermoFs western flank, or biggest breadth of quadrilateral, 
leans on that Zabern Hollow, with its fine quagmires; his 
eastern, narrowest part, droops-down on certain mud-pools 
and conveniences towards Zicher. Gallows Hollow, a slighter 
than the Zabern, runs through the centre of him ; and with 
his best people he fronts towards the Miitzel Bridges, especially 
towards Damm-Mill Bridge whence Friedrich will emerge, 
sure as the sunrise, one knows not with what issue. Artless 
Fermor is nothing daunted ; nor are his people ; but stand 
patiently under arms, regardless of future and present, to a 
degree not common in soldiering. 

Friday August S5th, by half-past three in the morning, 
Friedrich is across the Miitzel ; self and Infantry by Damm- 
Miitzel Bridge, cavalry by another Bridge (Kersten-Brugge^ 
means * Christian Bridge,’ in the dialect of Charlemagne’s 
time, a very old arrangement of Successive Logs up there!) 
some furlongs higher up. The Bridge at Bamm is perhaps 
some three miles from the nearest Russians about Zicher ; but 
Friedrich has no thought of attacking Fermor there ; he has a 
quite other program laid, and will attack Fermor precisely on 
the side opposite to there. Friedrich’s intention is to sweep 
quite round this monstrous Russian quadrilateral ; to break- 
in upon it on the western flank, and hurl it back upon Mutzel 

1 Excellent Plan of him, or rather Plans, in his Bnccessive shapes, in Tielcke, 
ii. {Places 4, 5, 6, 7, 8). Our poor Sketch at p. 394 itrives to represent Mm as 
he stood when first attacked. 
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and its quagmires. He has broken his two bridges after 
passing, all bridges are gone there, and the country is 
bottomless: surrender at discretion if once you are driven 
thither ! And Friedrich’s own retreat, if he fail, is short and 
open to Ciistrin. ‘Admirable,’ say the Critics, ‘and alto- 
gether in Friedrich’s style ! ’ — ^Friedrich, adds one Critic, was 
not aware that the Russian Heavy Baggage-Train, which is 
their powderflask and breadbasket and staff of life, lies at 
Klein Kamin, within few miles on his left just now, Russians 
themselves on his right; that the Russians could have been 
abolished from those countries without fighting at all ! ^ This 
is very true. Friedrich’s haste is great, his humour hot ; and 
he has not heard of this Klein-Kamin fact, which in common 
times he would have done, and of which in a calmer mood he 
would, with a fine scientific gusto, have taken his advantage. 

Friedrich pours incessant southward; cavalry parallel to 
infantry and a certain distance beyond it, eastward of it ; and 
they have burnt the Bridges ; which is a curious fact ! Con- 
tinually southward, as if for Tamsel : — ^poor old Tamsel, do 
readers recollect it at all, does Friedrich at all ? No pleasant 
dinner, or lily-and-rose complexions, there for one today ! — 
Some distance short of Tamsel, Friedrich, emerging, turns 
westward ; — intending what on earth ? thinks Fermor. Fried- 
rich has been mostly hidden by the woods all this while, and 
enigmatic to Fermor. Fermor does now at last see the colour 
of the facts ; — and that one’s chief front must change itself to 
southward, one’s best leg and arm be foremost, or towards 
Zomdorf, not towards the Miitzel as hitherto. Fermor stirs- 
up his Quadrilateral, makes the required change, ‘You, best or 
northern line, step across, and front southward; across to 
southward, I say ; second-best go northward in their stead ’ : 
and so, with some other slight polishings, suggested by the 
ground and phenomena, we anew await this Prussian Enigma 
with our best leg foremost. The march or circular sweep of 
these Prussian lines, from Damm Bridge through the woods 


1 Retacow, 305-329. 
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and clinmpai<!;n to thoir appointed pliiee of uc-lion,^ is .seven 
or eight; tnik's ; lines when halted in hatUe-order will he two 
nnle.s long or more. 

Eriedrich pours steatlily along, hoi-se and fot)l, hv the rear 
of Wilkersdorf, of Zorndorf, — ilu.ssian Minotaur scrutinising 
him in that manner with dull l)to(Kishot twes, uiuH'rtain what 
ho will do. It is eight in the morning, hot August ; wind a 
mere lull, Imt .southoridy if any. Small Hussar pickets ride 
to right of the main Army March ; to keep tiu; (’ossaeks in 
clicck : who are roving about, all on wing ; and pert enough, 
in spite of the Hussar pickets. Despenwlo individuals of them 
gallop-up to the Infantry ranks, ajid lirc-olf their pistols tlu're, 
—without rei>ly; reply or firing, tilt tlie word come, i.s 
strictly forbidden. Infantiy pours along, like a ploughmaji 
drawing his furrow, heedless of the nreliug crow.s. Crows or 
Cossacks, finding they are not rcganlcd, set fire to Zorndorf, 
and gallop off. Zomdorf gtH>.H-np readily, mainly woo<l and 
straw ; rolls in big clouds of smoke far'northwi'ird in upon 
the Russian Minotaur, making him still blinder in the im- 
portant inoinenfe mm eonung. 

Friedrich rides-up to view the Zahem Hollow : < Beyond 
expectation deep ; very boggy too, with its foul leakage or 
brook: no attacking of their westeni flank through this 
Zabern-gnmd attack the corner of them, then ; here on 
the south-west!’ That is Prietlrich’s rapid j'esomw. I'he 
lines halt, accordingly ; make ready. Behind flaming Zorndorf 
stamls his extreme left, which is to make the attack ; infantry 
in front; home to rear and farther leftwards,— an<i under the 
command of Seidlitz in this (juarter, which is an important 
circumstance. Right wing, reaching to hehintl Wilkersdorf, is 
to refuse itself ; whole force of centre is to push upon that 
Russian comer, to supjiort the left in doing it ; according 
to the i^cuthen or I^tctra principle, once more. May no 
mistakes occur in executing it this day ! 

The first division of the Prussian Infantry, or extreme Left, 
marches forward by the west end of flaming Zorndorf; next 
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division, which should stand close to right of it, or even behind 
it, in action, and follow it close into the Russian fire, has to 
march by the east end of Zorndorf ; this is a farther road, 
owing to the flames ; and not a lucky one. Second division 
could never get into fair contact with that first division again : 
that was the mistake : and it might have been fatal, but was 
not, as we shall see. Erst division has got clear of Zorndorf, 
in advancing towards its Russian business ; — ^is striding for- 
ward, its left flank safe against the Zabern-grund ; steadily by 
fixed stages, against the fated Russian Corner, which is its 
point of attack. First division, second division, are clear of 
Zorndorf, though with a wide gap between them ; are steadily 
striding forward towards the Russian Corner. Two strong 
batteries, wide apart, have planted themselves ahead ; and are 
playing upon the Russian Quadrilateral, their fires crossing at 
the due Corner yonder, with terrible efiect ; Russian artillery, 
which are multitudinous and all gathered down to this south- 
western comer, are responding, though with their fire spread, 
and far less effectual. The Prussian line steps on, extreme 
left perhaps in too animated a manner ; their cannon batteries 
enfilade the thick mass of Russians at a frightful rate (‘ forty- 
two men of a certain regiment blown-away by a single ball,’ in 
one instance ^), drive the interior baggage-horses to despair : a 
very agitated Quadrilateral, under its grim canopy of cannon 
smoke, and of straw smoke, heaped on it from the Zorndorf 
side here. Manteuffel, leader of that first or leftmost division, 
sees the internal simmering ; steps forward still more briskly, 
to firing distance ; begins his platoon thunder, with the due 
steady fury, — ^had the second division but got-up to support 
Manteuffel ! The second division is in fire too ; but not close 
to Manteuffel, where it should be. 

Fermor notices the gap, the wavering of Manteuifel unsup- 
ported ; plunges-out in immense torrent, horse and foot, into 
the gap, into ManteufFePs flank and front ; hurls Manteuffel 
back, who has no support at hand: ^ Ara\ Jrah (Hurrah, 

^ Tielcke. 
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Humili) ! Victory, Victory !’ fhi* Ru^siuns, pluiigiii'r 

wildly I’orwanl, swcopinff nil lu-l'urc llicnu raptiirii\<» twcti!y.,sis 
pieces of cannon, for one ilein. W'h it a ntnuunit for Eri<'(i- 
ricU ; looking on it from some knoll snineahfn* near i^onxiorf, 
I suppose; hastily hiddiiig Seitilitz strike in : ‘Seitllitz now !’ 
The hurrahing Russians cannot keejt rank at that, rate of 
going, like a huH’alo slanipctie ; hul fall into lu-aps ami gaps: 
Seidlitz, with a swii'tmss, with a tlexterily heyoini prai.s(>, has 
picked his way across that quaggy Zahern Hollow; falls, with 
say 5,000 horse, on the dank of this big buirakr stampede; 
tumbles it into instant min which proves irret rita ahh\ as 
the Prussian Infantry come on again, and hark Seidlilz. 

In fifteen minutes inoro fl guess if tnnv to lie ten o’elork), 
the Russian Minotaur, this end of it, on to the ({allows 
Ground, is one wiltl mass. Seldom was there seen such a 
charge; issuing in such deluges <jf wreck, of chaotic flight, <»r 
chaotic refusal to fly. The Seidlitz cm airy went satiring till, 
for very fatigue, they gave it uji, aial could no more, 'fhe 
Russian horse fled to Kutzdorf, — I'enuor with them, who saw 
no more of this Eight, and did iwt gel hack till <huk ; had 
not the Bridges been burnt, and no crossing of the .Mi'dzel 
possible, Fermor never would hav<* come Imck, and Iwre hiu! 
been the end of Eorndorf. Luckier if it. hitd ! Util theit! is 
no cro.ssing of the Miitel, fhert; is otdy tlrowtiittg in the tping* 
mires there: — death any way; what can 1 hi tione hut die ? 

The Russian itjfantry stand to he «dn*ed, in the almvc 
manner, as if they had l>ocn dead oxen. More remote from 
Seidlite, they break-open the sutlers’ bratidy casks, and in few 
minutes get roaring drunk. Their oincers, desperait', split 
the brandy-casks ; soldiers flap-tlown to drink it from the 
puddles ; furiously remonstrate with their ollleers, aia! * kilt a 
good many of them’ (virk, says Tieicke), espetially the 
foreign sort. ‘A frighlfid !>lood-l>nth,' by all the Aecmmts : 
blood-bath, brandy-batli, and chief Nucleus of Chatw then 
extant aboveground. Fermor is swept away: this chaos, the 
very Prussians drawing-back from it, weariwl with massamng, 
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lasts till about one o'clock. Up to the Gallows-ground the 
Minotaur is mere wreck and delirium : but beyond the 
Gallows-ground, the other half forms a new front to itself ; 
becomes a new Minotaur, though in reduced shape. This is 
Part First of the Battle of Zorndorf ; Friedrich, — on the 
edge of great disaster at one moment, but miraculously saved, 
— has still the other half to do (unlucky that he left no 
Bridges on the Miitzel), and must again change his program. 

Half of the Minotaur is gone to shreds in this manner ; 
but the attack upon it, too, is spent : what is to be done with 
the other half of the monster, which is again alive ; which still 
stands, and polypus-like has arranged a new life for itself, a 
new front against the Galgen-grund yonder ? Friedrich 
brings his right wing into action. Rapidly arranges right 
wing, centre, all of the left that is disposable, with batteries, 
with cavalry ; for an attack on the opposite or south-eastern 
end of his monster. If your monster, polypus-like, come alive 
again in the tail-part, you must fell that other head of him. 
Batteries, well in advance, begin work upon the new head 
of the monster, which was once his tail ; fresh troops, long 
lines of them, pushing forward to begin platoon- volleying : — 
time now, I should guess, about half-past two. Our infantry 
has not yet got within musket-range, — when torrents of 
Russian Horse, Foot too following, plunge-out ; wide-flowing, 
stormfully swift ; and dash against the coming attack. Dash 
against it; stagger it ; actually tumble it back, in the centre 
part ; take one of the batteries, and a whole battalion 
prisoners. Here again is a moment ! Friedrich, they say, 
rushed personally into this vortex ; rallied these broken bat- 
talions, again rallied and led them up; but it was to no 
purpose : they could not be made to stand, these centre 
battalions ; — ^ some sudden panic in them, a thing unaccount- 
able,’ says Tempelhof ; ^they are Dohna’s people, who fought 
perfectly at Jagersdorf, and often elsewhere’ (they were all in 
such a finely-burnished state the other day; but have not 
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Uilhig lidcHi, like Uu; griwv,s Uruls) ; l\wy t‘<urly mnir 

away, tTrlaia tn.»gmwful Unttnlitm!*, and niv nut gut raakwl 
again (ill hi'iuw Wilkemlarf, alaivt* a tiiili* till'; thungh lh« 
grasH-tievilM, on bath hiUKiii «f tiiain, stanit grimly »-t«-mly, left 
In thin wniiwus mannt'f. 

What would Inivc Iwoua* of Iht* nffidr om* knuwa not, if 
it lu«l not IxHiu that Sfidlit^ omv mon' mndo hi* ajun-amnce. 
On Frialrich’B oitier, or on hist own, I do iH»t know ; hut »ur® 
it IK, Suidlitz, with »ixly-on« stjuiulrons, iirrivittg frtim nohhi dis- 
tance, hreaks-in like a Jkm ex mm-himk swift a* the stonn- 
wind, U{Mm this Uiwiun Htimf torrent ; tlriviss it agnin iH'fowi 
him like a mere lorivnt «>f ehaif, hark, ever bark, to the 
shore of Acheron ainl the Stygian tjiiagmires (of the Miitwil, 
namely) ; so that it <ltd not rettmi again ; and the I'nissiiuj 
Infantry had frt.*« field ftir their platmm exert‘i«», 'I’lietr rage 
against the HuaHtnitx was extnsine ; ami that of the Kustiians 
correspoiuied. Three of tJjese griUM*»devil Irnttaliou#, who 
stood nearest to Ihjhim's runaways, wen* nativw of this same 
burnt-out Zorndorf Country ; we may fancy the llatt-'l'eutiich 
hearts of them, and Ihesacired lightning, with a moislnit! to it, 
that was in their sym. l*latt-'reutM;h iitatmuting, liayonet- 
charging, — .on such terms no llimian or mortal yimdrilntcral 
can stand it. The Kumian ^linotaur goiM all to sitrttis a 
second time ; but will not run. * No ijuarter ! '•■—* Well, 
then, none ! ’ 

* Shortly after four o’clock,’ my iny Awounti, * ttie firing,’ 
regular firing, * altogether o^tsed ; amniunition nmrly sjieiit, 
on botli sidcH ; Prussians snatching ouiriilgif-boxifK of Rtmian 
dead ’ ; and then began a tug of deadly ntanmeritig and wraft* 
ling, man to man, ‘witihi bayonets, with butt* of muikets, 
with hands, even with teeth ’ (in some Kuwian instsuieesh 
‘such as was never seen tefore,' 'Hu* liusdans, IwaUm to 
fragments, would not run ; whiUier nm f IWiind is Mi'itwl 
and the bog of Acheron {-—on MUt*el is no l>ridg» left { * the 
shore of Miitzel is ttiick with men and ho»«, who hat ® tekdl 
to cross, and lie there swallowed in the ooioi’— * tike a |iave- 
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inent,’ says Tielcke. The Russians, — never was such vit 
inertias as theirs now. Tliey stood like sacks of clay, like 
oxen already dead ; not even if you shot a bullet thi'ough 
them, would they fall at once, says Archenholte, but seemed 
to be deliberate about it. 

Complete disorder reigned on both sides ; except that the 
Prus.sians could always form again when bidden, the Russians 
not. This lasted till nightfall, — Russians getting themselves 
shoved away on these horrid terms, and obstinate to take no 
other. Towards dark, there appeared, on a distant, knoll, 
something like a ranked body of them again, — some 52,000 
foot and half as many horse ; whom Thdmicoud (superlative 
Swiss Cossack, usually written Demikof or Demikow) hful 
picked-up and persuaded from the shore of Acheron, back to 
this knoll of vantage, and some cannon with them. Friedrich 
orders these to be dispersed again : General Forcade, with 
two battalions, taking the front of them, shall attack there ; 
you, General Rauter, bring-up those Dohna fellows again, and 
take them in Hank. Foraule pushes on, Ranter too, — hut at 
the first ta.stc of ciumon-shot, these poor Dolma-people (such 
their now flurried, di.sgraccd stale of mind) take to flight 
again, worse than belore; rush <juite through AVilkersdoxf 
this time, into the woods, and can hardly be got together at 
all. Scandalous to think of. No wonder Frieilrich * looked 
always askance on those regiments that had been beaten at 
Gross .lagersilorf, and to the end of his life gave them proofs 
of it’ ; ^ very ixatui'al, if the rest were like these I 

Of poor General Rautei", Tempelhof and the other's, that 
can help it, are politely silent j only Saxon Ticlcke tells us, 
that Ih'iedrich dismissed him, ‘ Go, you, to some other t rade !’ 
— which, on Frus-sian evitU'nce too, expa*H8ed in veiled terms, 
I find to be the fact : MUUair-lMikon, obliged to have an 
article on Rauter, is very brief about it; hints nutlung 
unkind; records his personal intrepidity; and says, ‘in ITflB 

^ Eet»wj*— ftiwl iiilU miore emplisticallyi Brisfi iims alUn Brmssisehn 
Ojffkhrs (lioheazolkifii^ k 341 IL etc* 



naa skven-ykaiih wah icisks jnuuKxvni, 

\ m \ «n liif* rwjtu^t, IumI U‘rt»« Im witlnlritw,’ jnmr wui!, Iwe 
«j»(l Hunt? ! 

Finriitii*, li‘ft tti iiiiiiM'If, ki-jtt 'llu-mirtrtu!. 

'ThriiiM tHul wjwiiHliiiai woulii i»tl jjii ; »»!t fiix knoll «f 

vuntngn but fpilhnmJ no : * b-t him it'unl,’ witl 

I'Vifiirirli, nfli’r »>»».• tinm ; »»iil 't*liriHiruni! mi-Uiil in the 
nhndfHof night , grnihmUy townni* the hither <»f At-hemn, 
— thiit 18, of Afheroii'Mutitel, none now nttrmiiliitg tn /unv it 
ftirlluT, Imt nlnitit at their wil lei<nm* there. Felih 

manwhal! Femor I* now got to hi* ja<«ij»W again, or hi« |M*o}»le 
to !iim ; minitwi in i»!aee ami hirk : »Meh a rhatm m Fennwr 
never mw In-fon* or after. No wgiinmt or Iwttalion now is; 
mere Ninmtering ninnatiii, thi# line Army ; offlta*rii lining their 
ulimwt to ei»hhl« it into »oii»ething of rank, withont regani to 
regimenta or qualitiw. Ihurknew »eUi»Hw sank on *iah a 


scene. 

Wiki Coasack |mrti«8 are •eoiiring mm aJI fairta of thi 
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7,990 of them killed; the Prussian sum-total is 11,390 
(above the Prussian third man), of whom 3,680 slain. And 
on the shores of Acheron northward yonder, there still is a 
simmering. And far and wide the country is alight with 
incendiary fires, — many devils still abroad. Excellency 
Mitchell, about eight in the evening, is sent-for by the King ; 
finds various chief Generals, Seidlitz among them, on their 
various businesses there ; congratulates « on the noble victory ’ 
(not so conclusive hitherto) ‘which Heaven has granted your 
Majesty.’ ‘ Had it not been for him,’ said Friedrich, — ‘ Had 
it not been for him, things would have had a bad look by this 
time ! ’ and turned his sun-eyes upon Seidlitz, with a fine 
expression in them.^ To which Seidlitz’s reply, I find, was an 
embarrassed blush, and of articulate only, ‘ Hm, no, ah, it was 
your Majesty’s Cavalry that did their duty, — ^but Wakenitz’ 
(my second) ‘does deserve promotion!’ — ^which Wakenitz, 
not in a too overflowing measure, got. 

Fermor, during the night-watches, having cobbled hinaself 
into some kind of ranks or rows, moves down well westward of 
Zabern Hollow ; to the Drewitz Heath, where he once before 
lay, and there makes his bivouac in the wood, safe under the 
fir-trees, with the Zabern ground to front of him. By the 
above reckoning, 28 or 29,000 still hang to Fermor, or float 
vaporously round him ; with Friedrich, in his two lines, are 
some 18,000 in whole, 46,000 tired mortals sleeping 
thereabouts; near 12,000 others have fallen into a deeper 
sleep, not liable to be disturbed ; — and of the wounded on the 
field, one shudders to imagine. 

Next day, Saturday 26th, Fermor, again brought into some 
kind of rank, and safe beyond the quaggy Zabern ground, 
sent-out a proposal, ‘ That there be Truce of Three Days for 
burying the dead ! ’ — Dohna, who happened to be General in 
command there, answers, ‘That it is customary for the Victor 
to take charge of burying the slain; that such proposal is 

^ Preuss, ii. 153, Mitchell (ii. 432) mentions the Interview, nothing of 
Seidlitz. 




umiHH iht* grtnaui ; 1 »m» fur t»lF fur hitting, hut 

a« if still intouliiig light : tu whith tin* lVu**.ijinn r»*{tli«l 
'with mniHsn, iw«l thx>w-mjl In-hm* thfir li-iits in lighting 
<mk*r. Ill Imlh nrniics liaw wiwt «|ui*j*ti*m, t»r tidk, nf Hllnck* 
ing ttiiuw ; hut ill huth * Uw.*r« wmi want »f niuiminituuj,' wiint 
of rt'ftl Ukflihowt On i>Vrim>r'» siiU', that of ‘ attacking’ 
could 1x3 talk only, mui on l’Vi«lric!i'», tin* mircity of 

aminuiHlioii, nil ciuntumt, fool mid wjKX’iiiUy horse, were m» 
woni-tHil with yc»t«*it!tty'« work, it wiw not judgnt |trHcti«dly 
exjK’tliwit. A while Imforw ihmiii, the l‘rMft#imi!( ndired la 
their (’tuiip again i leaving only this artillery to awjanHi, wi 
far as nceilfu!, and bow-wow arrow tite Znlmm groum!, till 
the lluHsiaiw lay down again. 

Friwirich’s llussam knew of the Ituiwiim or 

general Iwggagc rmsrvoiRi, at Klein Kainin, liy thin lime, 
ITie Hussars hiul been In it, last night ; miiitnagiitg e*tw« 
sively, at discretion for name tiaio; mid limi hrouglit away 
much money and portable plunder. Wiiy Friwlrich, who lay 
direct between Fermor mid hi# Wagcnbui^, diti not, Hii# day, 
extanguiA #aid Wagenbunr. I do not know : but mtesM it 


may have liecii a fault of otniiisioti, In tlie greiil welter thl# 
WM now grown to be to 0» weary niiml. ihyoml ijiiwtiiw, 
if one hmi biown-up Fermor’# reinaininf gunjmwdw, mdl 
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know wliat the Russians have on hand in their sylvan seclu- 
sions. After a time, it becomes manifest the Russians are on 
retreat ; winding round, through the southern woods, behind 
Zorndorf and the charred Villages, to Klein Kamin, Landsberg 
way. Friedrich, following now on the heel of them, finds all 
got to Klein Kamin, to breakfast there in their Wagenburg 
refectory, — sharply vigilant, many f^ches (little arrow-shaped 
redoubts, so-named) and much artillery round them. Nothing 
considerable to be done upon them, now or afterwards, except 
pick-up stragglers, and distress their rear a little. The IGng 
himself, in the first movement, was thought to be in alarming 
peril, such a blaze of case-shot rose upon him, as he went 
reconnoitering foremost of all.’^ 

And this was, at last, the end of Zorndorf Battle ; on the 
third day this. Was there ever seen such a fight of Theseus 
and the Minotaur ! Theseus, rapid, dextrous, with Heaven’s 
lightning in his eyes, seizing the Minotaur ; lassoing him by 
the hinder foot, then by the right horn ; pouring steel and 
destruction into him, the very dust darkening all the air. 
Minotaur refusing to die when killed; tumbling to and fro 
upon its Theseus ; the two lugging and tugging, flinging one 
another about, and describing figures of 8 round each other 1 
for three days before it ended. Minotaur walking off on his 
ovm feet, after all. It was the bloodiest battle of the Seven- 
Years War ; one of the most furious ever fought ; such rage 
possessing the individual elements ; rage unusual in modern 
wars. Must have altered Friedrich’s notion of the Russians, 
when he next comes to speak with Keith. It was not till the 
fourth day hence (August 31st), so unattackably strong was 
this position at Klein Kamin, that the Russian Minotaur 
would fairly get to its feet a second time, and slowly stagger 
off, in real earnest, Landsbei-g way and Konigsberg way ; — - 

^ Tempelhof, ii. 216-38 j Tielcke, ii 79 - 154 1 Archenholtz, i. 253-64 ; B /<?«- 
Geschickte, v. 156-79 (with many private and the like de Is); 

cti. ' ■ ■ . ' 



806 SKVEN-YKAKS WAH HISKS |!t<H>Kxvn!. 

A«j 4 44Mr|»|.r/>1 

Friwlrich right glmi l« iwixi- iJohiin in itHriui.tin'<‘ (»u it ; mul 
hfwUui oH' (Si'iitfiiihiT 2«I) tmvnnis Siisony mui i’rinrr Henri, 
wlu'rti his pi'esi'itw is tniw i»fciiiin» vnrv juctirui. 

I'Vnnor, wiviking otF in tiiis iimniuT, uni till the Uiirti 
day, nay, not ««ifIu.Hivi>iy till tins wvfitlli tiav, nO< r Xtitiuhirf, 
— slmvt! at fh'st to luniHiilrr hiniM-If \idtiri<nis. ‘ ! jms^cHi 
tho night on tia* fidd of latlthf' (or nnt far front it, for good 
reasons, Mittol being bridgdess) ; ‘nmy mA S, in tin* laiigiinge 
of enthusiastn, Iw consideml coinjiieror? are f^tj of 

their cannon, got when I crieti “ Andt ’’ jiretinitinfiy. ( W'ltere 
the 103 jtiecca of my own an*, tuid inv !i7 tings, iut<l ttiy 
Army-chest and Htnuiries? Hropjaai somewhere; they will 
prohaltly tnrn-;ip ngjiin ! )' tiiinks Ferinor,- -or strives to 
think, anci says. So that, at IVlersiairg, at ihiris and Vienntg 
in the next three weeks, limn.* wttre 7V-/A*«wi.», Ainiiwxsian 
chantings, tires-of-joy ; ami etnisidemlde argniitg among the 
Gawitteers on both parts, —till tiie titist settini, luni farts 
appeareil os tlioy were. To tiie dilTt; * Te-th iim kok kml- 
amm ; alas no, we must retract ; and it wtw gotxl gim|x>wder 
thrown after bad ! ’ 

On always homewards, but at its tnvn piut*, waitwi-on i>y 
Dobna, goes the Eussian Monster: violently case-shotting if 
you prick into its rearwanl pai*t». One rnlnilmch, - uiulw 
Eomanzow, I think, who liiul not taketi part in the Hattie, 
being out Btellin way, and unable to join till m»w,.».Hahiil)ach, 
with a Detachment of 15,000, which was thought snfHeient 
for the object, ditl tiy to make a dash on (’ollwrg,- — how 
happy hml wo any port on Gie Ikltic, to fwal ns in this 
Country! But though Collrerg is the {mitriest m>w's-nt«t 
according to all engineers, ami is defcmial ««ily by 
700 militia (tho Colonel of them, one Ilcyde, a givty <dd 
Half-pay, not yet renowned in tho wildier w’orhl, as he htfws 
came to be), Palmhach, with his Ijcst diligence, ccnilit make 
nothing of it; but, after battering, bomlwrding, even scalad- 
ing, and in all ways blurting and blaring at a mighty rate for 
fo^ weeks, and wasting a great deal of gunpowder and Ji!,000 
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Uusniau lives, withdn'w on those rGmarkal)Ic tcinns.’^ And 
did then, as tail of Fennor, what Fernior and the Hussian 
Monster was univorsnllY <h>ing, inake-olF at a good pace,— . 
having nothing l:o live xijxni faidiitav—^^ Viinish from those 
Connlrii's, to t.he rt‘Ii(‘f of Dohna and inankiiuk 

Seplemlnn* Jhl, FrixHlnch, leaving all that, had inarched for 
Saxon V ; his pn'snnc(^ urgt^iUy recjinred tliere. Daun ought 
to ho far-on with the con<}U(\st of that Country? iMight have 
had it, say judgtss, if lie had been as swift as some.— At 
Zonulorf, among the Uussian Prisoners were certain (»enorals, 
Soltikof, CV^aadcIief, Sulkowski the Foie, proud people in their 
own eyes: no lodging for them but the cellars of Custrin* 
Russian Cknerals coinplained, this a lodging for Field- 
Officei^ of rank ! ^ Friedricli was not used to profane swear- 
ing, or vituperative outbumts; but he answered to the efTeet : 
* Silence, ye incendiary individimlB. Is there a choice left of 
loilgings, and for you aliove otliers!** tTpon which they lay 
silent for some days, till better suited ; in fact, till exchanged, 
*«-and perhaps will soon tnrn-up on us again. 


CHAFTKE XIY 
BATTLE 0 ¥ HOCIIEIECH 

So soon as hhdcxlrich cpiilted Bohemm and Silesia for his 
Russian Knlerprise, there rose liigh (juestion at Vienna, * To 
what shall our Daun now turn himself?’ A Daun, a Reichs 
Army, free for new employment; in Saxony not much to 
oppose Ihein, in Kih\Hia almost nothing in comparison. * Re- 
capture of Sik‘Hia?’ Yes truly; that is the steady pole-star 
at VieiiniL But they have no Maga-iisincs in Silesia, no Siege- 
furrutures; ami the st*ason is far spent. They decide that 
tliere shall be a stroke upon Dresden, and recovery of Saxony, 

» III //#/iAa*OV.B^/i 7 i/fi V, 349-365 P36-3l«t Octolicr 1758^), a cottipletc and 
mlraile./ci^wi/cif Ihk Idwt Sieg« of Colberg, which is interesting to tmd of, w 
ttli I he Three nf ihein tire, 
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in Friedrich’s absence. Nothing there at present but a Prince 
Henri, weak in numbers, say one to two of the Reichs Army 
by itself. Let the Reichs Ai'my rise now, and advance through 
the Metal Mountains from south-east on Prince Henri ; let 
Daun circle round on him, through the Lausitz from north- 
east : cannot they extinguish Henri between them ; snatch 
Dresden, a weak ill-fortified place, by sudden onslaught, and 
recapture Saxony ? That will be magnanimous to our august 
Allies ; — and that will be an excellent scafiblding for recapture 
of Silesia next year. And cannot Daun leave a Force in the 
Silesian vicinities, — ^Deville with so many thousands, Harsch 
vdth so many, — ^to besiege one of their Frontier Places; 
Neisse, for example ? Siege-furnitures to come from Mahren : 
Neisse is not farther from Olmiitz than Olmiitz was from it. 

That was the scheme fallen upon ; now getting executed 
while Friedrich is at Zomdorf well away. And that, if 
readers fix it intelligently in their memory, will suffice to 
introduce to them the few words more that can be allowed us 
here upon it. A very few words, compressed to the utmost, 
— merely as preface to Hochkirch, whither we must hasten; 
Hochkirch being the one incident which, except to studious 
soldiers, has now and here any interest, out of the very many 
incidents which, then and there, were so intensely interesting 
to all mankind. To readers who are curious, and will take 
with them any poorest authentic Outline of the Localities con- 
cerned,'^ the following condensed Note will not be unintelligible. 

Dawn and the Reichs Army invade Saxony^ in 
FHedricKs Absence 

^Daun, pnshing-out with his best speed, along the Bohemian-Silesian 
border, had got to Zittau AugvM Vlth ; which poor City is to be his 
basis and storehouse; the greatest activity and wagoning now visible 
there/ — ^among the burnt walls getting rebuilt. ^And in the same 
days, Zweibruck and his Reichs Army are vigorously afoot ; Zweibruck 
pushing across the Metal Mountains, the fastest he can; intending to 
plant himself in Pima Country. Not to mention General Domb^e, 


Plan, p. 416. 
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Aweihnick’s Austriuii Hooond ; who hns the AuHtrinu If), 000 with him; 
and, by way of prefaoo, has cniorKed to woHtwiird, i» Zwi(ha«-TH«h()iiuu 
I'ountry ; calouhitin;!; tliat Prince Henri will not Ins al>h» to allcnd to bins 
j<iHt now. And in effect Primso Htsnri, Intent tijton Hwt'ilii’iick and tins 
Piriiu Ciountry, takcss poKition in the old Prusman ground there (“ht'iid- 
spsarter dross Seidlit/,” as in and can only leavis a Di'lnehnionl in 

'I’scliopun Country to wait upon Domhille ; wlio does at least shool-isut 
Croat parties, “quite across Saxony, to HalUs all the way," and entertain 
the tJazottoera, if he can do little real mischief. 

^August J !)//), from Xittau, Dawn, after short pasiscs, again pushes 
forward, — notliing but Ziethen attending him in the disbince, t ill we see 
whitherward Margrof Karl waiting Impatient, at Oriissau, till Zitstlnsti 
see. * Daun, soon after Zittau, shoota-out Iteudon, Brandenhurg way, as if 
magnanimously intending “eodperatlon with the Russians"; which wtnild 
give Daun pleasure, could it be done wiiiiout cost I.rOud(>n does despatch 
a 500 hussars to Frankfurt' (Friedrich now gone for Ciistrin), *who, I 
think, carry a Letter for Fermor there; but lose it by the way,’— for tlie 
benefit of readers, if they will wait 'Iioudon captures a poor little 
place in Brandenburg itself ; bullies It into surrender, after a day (the 
very day of Zonidorf Battle, “August 2 Cth ~ place culled Pelt*, 
garrisoned by forty-five invalids; who go on •' free 'withdrawal," jMior 
old sotils, and leave their exiguous stock of salt-victual and military 
furnitures to Loudon.* Upon which Loudon whirls hack out of Uiomo 
C ountries; finding his skirts trodden-ou hy Zietiien,— wlio now sees 
what Daun and ho aro at ; and warns Margraf Kart ’ (propiwly Keith, 
who has now joined again, as real president or ciiief) ‘'i’hat hithfr is tho 
■way, Margraf Karl, on the slip for some time past, sturta from (Jrilssau 
instantly (I shtnild guess, not above 25,000 of all arms) ; leaving Fouiiuet 
with perhaps 10,000 to do his utmost, when Oetierals Harsch and Deville 
with their 20 or 30,000 come upon Silesia and him,— as indeed they are 
alwuMly doing ; already blockading Nelsse, more or less, with an eye to 
besieging it so soon as possilde. 

* Meanwhile, Serene Highness of Zwelbrilck, the Iteichsfolk and s(tme 
Austrians with him, prefaced by Dombille mo^to westward, is wending 
Into Pirna Country ; and, in spite of what PSrtiice Henri can da (Mayer 
and tho Free Corps shinlngly diligent, and Henri one of the wateh- 
fldoHt of men), Zweibriiok does get In ; sots Maguire with Austrians, 
upon besieging Pirna, that is to say, the fionnonstein of Piniu ; tUl-Uh 
Ikpttrmher, gets tlie Sonnenstein, a thought sooner tlian was counted on ;» 


* Tempclhof, H. ajS, aSo et *eq, 

* In MeMm-Gesehkkte, v. aag.aja the ‘ Capitulation ' fa 

* In Jiiii, 333-338, account of this poor Siege, and of the niovcments before 
and after. 
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ant! run!-. Ii!iii»i4i' tfiffi*. ■* in Stnii-ji-u 

U!,rr nuaiit. nil n* in »r.V! ; tti.i.'h, if ttuthiiijt <'U« vwi w.-lhb it 

tmy },nu« liin n iHi.oifdtni'y with nmim rwlt'w Jiwe! 

rritti-i* Hi'iifi )<t nt tirum nlim ini^ry (iitw of him: hut with 

Oiiim rin lui^* r.muil !« nurih«ar>t mii hi* Ifil, iutun.liiiK witlwiUy to 
tnki* him in il.inlt nr ri*af ; with Itumhih' alwnij* to iv.»r, in tliw nhovn 
•■in tnu.inmn.. mt h,« rit*J»« ; nml K»m|.rm-t, hnmo-lf Iyin« Imro in front 
fnm t.i n, l. am! itii).rinrm»lij.. if ai'tml tn.i.n : tihot is I’riiii'O llcitri to do? 
It i« tor Hioirt « rear, not his flnnh, that Ihtini niitt)i : Ikun, 

«hi» hml But to lint till, A nwrrli w t**o from Ztlfnn, ntit’rtod «>{»»» athin 
host hy tho Hniitjuni HiBlmny towards Sloisson Bridgo, a 70 or SiO 
mill** down thn Klho : thoro f hum intriids t«t rrosn, mid i« dtmhlr-lmfk 
Hiom itrositim nml IVimm Hmtri ; who wiH thn» find himmlf tmdiwwl 
hotw oMi rtrn* finm. if two worn imt l•m.lt^{I|, or man if mm {lha Haun 
«m< Hwtl, or tim Kwml.riirk itmlf, md to rmmt tha Ihimhiilo), in nmdi 
rtranyth n* I’ritno llonti 1ms ! 

‘A lost I'rlmi* Hoiiri, if tlmra 1» not shift in him, If thcro ho not 
Innp romimt to him ! I'rinco Ifmiri, scoiiof Imw it »»s, draw hiick from 
t«ri»s .Vidh!/ ; with hamiiifol smldfimaiw, mm niBht ; tiiim«la»t(*il .• in 
tlm miirniiiB. ’/wfthrdrk's ImssHrs find him postod inotpuifimhlo <m tho 
IIi'iKhts of (JohiniB.^ whhh is imnrrr Ifrosdini a jf'M'rf afflij nearer 
Ihtmhido; and not so randy to Im mndosml hy lt«un, without enrloiiire 
of Hrrsdwi tm*. I'rimm It.mri's manu-uvrinir. in this dtirmult situstion, 
Is the ndmlratimi of militnry men : how ho slm k hy (Inhmlx! Imt threw- 
out, in the vital {mints, little ramps, ramp of Kessolsdorf" (a jilnro 
memorahle), on the west of Dremlen ; awl on the east, in the north 
Hnlmrhon)res<!en itself, amm the Itiver (slnwld we have to go aorow 
the Hiver for Ihom's sake), a '**troit« almtU" ; and neKlwtcd notliiuK; 
self, and everyhwly tindiT him, lively as eii|,*tes to wake thonwolve* 
danRerotis, Mayer in partlrnlar dist!nifitlshln« himself much. I'rince 
Ilenrl wmitd have Imen a hard morwl for IVann. «nt Imytmd that, thow 
ii lial|i nil ll^it mmV 


Ffmlrith intfirvmin^. Dam draws Inwk i intrenches himself 
w Neightumrktml to Dresden am! iHrmti FrmMeh fallow- 
ing’- him. Ftmr Armies stamlinff tkre, in tlead4oel\for a 
Month ;—~t(4th issue., a Flank-marek an the Part ef Fried- 
richs Army, which halts ui liochkinh (S«ptt‘«tbt;r ISth— 
October lOUi, 175H). 

Dauti, ainco Auguat S6th, i* stritiitig towards Meissen 
Bridge; without rest* day after day^ at the very top of his 


CllAl'.xiv.l BATTLE OF HOCHKIIiCII 401 

3:7th Aug.-iath St'pt. 1758I 

speed, -which I (iud is '• nine miles a day ’ ; ^ Bos beinji heavy 
of foot, at Ids best. September 1st, Datm has got within 
ten miles of Meissen Bridge, when- — Here is news, my fnends ; 
King of I’russia has beaten our poor liiussians ; will soon be 
in full mnreh this way ! King of Prussia aiul Margraf Karl 
both bending hitherward ; at the rate, say, of ‘ nineteen miles 
a day,’ instead of nine Meissen Bridge is not tin- thing we 
shall want! Daxin instantly calls halt, at this news; waits, 
intrenches ; and, in a day or two, finding the news tine, 
hurries to rearwai’d all he cnji. From the Bnssinn sixle to(», 
Daun lijw hcanl of Zomdorf, and tlxe grand ♦ Victory ’ of 
Fermor there ; but knows well, by this sudden nst'incrgenee 
of the Anti-Fermor, what kind of Victory it is. 

Was it liere while waiting about Meissen, or where was it, 
that Daun got his I^etter to Fermor answered in that singxtlar 
way? The lA'ttcr of two weeks ago,— carrietl by I.oudon’s 
Hussars, or by wliomsoever, — for certain, it wa.H retortwi, or 
returned upon Daun; not as if from the Dead- 1 xd. ter Oflice, 
but with an Answer he little cKpeeted ! Here is what record 
I have ; veiy vague for a well-known little fact of sparkling 
nature : 

‘A curious liettcr fell Into PrlcdricU's Imiuls' (BoRrer, I Blwsys guiws, 
the I.s)udon IIust»r-t.‘ai>t«ln witli Ids tKKJ, pretemling to form junction 
with Fermor), ‘ I’ruwiiHn Hussars picking it up somewhore,— date, place, 
circumstonces, blurred Into oblivion in those poor Books ; IjctUw itself 
indisputable enough, and Answer following on It ; Utter and Answer 
substantially to this effects 


‘Dauri, to Fmrnr' (Frobably from Zittau, by ILoudon’s 
Hussars) 

'"Your Bxcellen* does not know that wily Enemy as 1 do. By no 
means get into battle with such a one. (Cautiously mannmvre about ; 
detain him there, till I have got my atrake in S&aoay done ; dt»n't try 
fighting him.— 


ao 


von. VI, 


‘ Tempelhof, ii. aSi, 
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Ifth Ssf I, 

* AfiMurr Frrmnr {^mwhwt iiiice Dmui by tlw 

tir'4 .gat Im humi*r, d\dy bVrmoiV 

bill i‘\iiliiilly ill II iwiiiiii huiiiUvritbi^^i 

’ VoHf IA»rll*nj4 III tM |*i mirn iiit^ ii 

iMrrwy, yiwi kiww lliitii I* ili^iv I trmi fighting Itiiii 

wpI Yiitir iiiifiirittiiisl©'--* Fkiimoe/*'* 

Si^}iliiiilH»r li'lli,* Friitirirh and .Yliirurnf Kiirb ccaTwt to Ihcii 
njijiiiiiitiii-iiitt ttwvi at C*rom*ii!ia)ii^ mime miieH north ol 
MiiftHiii liiii! it« i bj wbidi time Uniin k dean gom 

iipiin, liiiek wi‘:tl above liit^leii iigiiin^ iitriiiigly {wnUd al 
SloItHii ta {4aee we mire lieiird uf^ in tieiierat Ilaikliek'M lime 
lie^t. \b\Hrb wi‘ll in eontaet with DiuiiAh Pirna frieiitk iicrosi 
the iiivei\ iimi «nit of neigbiHHirhmKiii* Fritdrkl 

am! the tMargnif have followeti I hum at i|tiirk nleji; bill 
lliimi waiiihl jiaiimt imwiiere, llll he got to SloIfHag among tin 
lni4iy gulli4n anil elntHinm St^iilemlmr Friedrirh hue 

HpriTh of Hiiirh mul the jilenanre of dining with him ii 
Dremlein <t!mt to meet agatiii iiiitler fortunate miiiiiigemeni 
on hoth parta i, and with nntrli to ?i|a‘ak and eoimiitt ahont 
A iiay or two latfore^ there iiiiii lain (or k said to havi 
lain) a grand m^ienie in Ihiiiii: Kweihruck to biirst-oiit froii 
Firna hy ilayhrt*ak^ atid iillaek the of Ctahniig in fitmi 

iigiiiiist Sfh'dtM)); Ihinii to crow the Itiver oi 
jionlooiisi mime hoiim before, under clmtd of iiiglil, and Is 
nmdy on iind left flank of Clahiiiig {with m mmty supplo 
mental tlimimuida ns yon !ike|f what can siivo IVinee Henri. 
Ileiiiilirnl plan; on wfiidi there wcw jmrsoiia! meetings am 
dinings together by Kweibriick and Ikim; but nothing done. 
At the eieveiilh hour, »ay Hie . Austrian aceoiints Zwabrlid 

* Millin'* BmMi^mgd 0 r^^mS^Mk$is*‘km 1755) 

la wtw*Ht| alfise ef nil the rriMaim, Is llic slery givea In an iiilrlligilili f«rm 
Tills Miillcr*a Ik>i#ic In a meritartaily lirbf Sn»miiryi iticari'rrt In m csicntil 
fmiikiiliiri am! with all llic m one cci|ifa:r|iliite i IJiMimmt Mlllc# 

this vim ; ii«it iV&fmsw Mallir oMm Sclanimllller l*y »iiy rntmu I 

* Tet»|irllmf| 11. 36 a* 36|, | 
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s?nrwSr‘'impossil>le tomorrow; cumu»t g(^t in iny Out- 
Parties in time ! ’—-ami next <iay, here is h’riedrieh come, and 
a collapse of everything. Or perhaps there never seriously 
was such a plan P Certain it is, Oaun takt's camp at SLolpejt, 
a place known to him, one of tlu! slrong<‘st posts in Oormany; 
intrenches himself to the teeth,— good rearguard towards 
Zittau and the Magauines; Kivcr and Pirna on our left 
flank; Loudon strong ami busy on our right flank, barrisig 
the road to Bautzen and ohslinntely sits llun-e, a very had 
tooth in the jaw of a certain King ; not to be extracted by 
the best kinds of forceps ami the skilfulest art, for nearly a 
month to come. Four Armies, Friedrich's, Henri’s, Daun’s, 
Zweibriick’s, all within swoKl-stroke of each other,— the 
universal Gazetteer work! is on tijJtoe, But except Friedrich's 
eager shiftings and rubbing* upon Stolpen (wmt sitie, north, 
and at length north-east side), all is dead-lock, and nothing 
comes of it. 

Friedrich has his food convenient from Dreseicn ; hut a road 
to Bautzen withal is what he cannot do witliout and there 
lies the sorrow, and the a.H this tooth knows well, and 

this jaw well 1 Harsch and Devi lie are busy uimn Neisse, 
have Neisse under blockade, perhaps upon Kosel too, for some 
time past,^ and are carting tlie siege-stock to begin bombard- 
ment : a road to Silesia, before very Jong, Friedrich must and 
will have. Friedrich’s operations on Daun in this jiost are 
patiently artful, and curious to kmk upon, but beyond 
description here; enough to say, that in the secoiul week 
he makes his people hut themselves (weather wet anti had) ; 
and in the fourth week, finding tliat nothing contrivabic 
would provoke Daun into fighting,^ — he loatls at Dresden 
provisions for, I think, nine days ; makes, from two or from 
three sides, a sudden spurt upon Loudon, who is Daun’s 
northern outpost; brushes l^udon hastily away; and himself 

» Neisse ‘blockaded more and more' line# Aup« 41b {K"»el sbb earlier, tot 
only by Pandour people) ) not completely 10 till September 30th, or even till 

October aStb t 
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tokfs till' rum! fur Hnul/i'it, l»y DuitUH right tliaik, thrown 
Iwirt* ill thin utHumr.' 

Itojwl for Shitiltt'H 4 whii'h in thi* roiul for Ziltiuj withal, for 
Dntin’ji hn'ailtao*ki‘t, ltd wrll b« for Ni'k»f atui Ham’h ! Nhie- 
day,H jmniitiou; that is our wuudl outlit, (hat ami our own 
right hamis; nml Ihi* wiwte worhl lit*« all nhraii, (hhikr 1st, 
Hwtzow, iw vanguard, HWifp-out Ihofi-w (Vonls from Ilautei, 
(It‘}H>Hit» his im-ah wagons thore; mvujiii'H ilia-hkirch, ami the 
hilly eiivinms to I'liat ; is to take juawssion of Wrisscnlieig 
©tjatcially, ami of tJio Stromla'rg iiill ami othor strong points : 
which lictiiow punctually docs, forgetting nothing, --except 
perhaps the StromlR-rg, not ijuitc rcmcmlwrcii in time; a 
tiling of small coiiMHiucncc in Kclzmv's view, siiux* all else 
hwl gone right. 

Hearing of which, Ihum, with astonishment, ftiub that he 
must quit those heaulifully chasmy fastnesm's of Ktoljajii, and 
look to his hawl ; which is getting to lie umler tlie enemy’s 
feet, if Eittau road he left yonder a* it is. OcUiIkt 5th, after 
councils of war and dclilwralion enough, Ihum g«:ts under 
way;* mutiously, favoured by a night very dark and wet, 
glides through to right of I'Viiafrich's {ample, sofliy along 
between Ikutimn and the Pima Country ; nobmiy molesting 
him, so dark am! wet ; and after one oilier march in those 
bosky solitudes, sits down at Killlib., — aheiul or to east of 
Ikuten, of Ilochkirtdi, of Ket'/ow am! all Friixlrich's {naiple; 
— and again sets to {lalisading and intrenching there. Kittlit% 
nw Xiibau, there i* Ihvun's new hemhjuartor ; Ldliau Water, 
with its intricate hollows, his line of defen»5 ; his {iiasils going 
out a mile to north and to soutir of Kittlil*. And so sits ; 
once more blocking Zittau road, and quietly waiting what 
Friedridx will do. 

Friedrich is at Bauten »in<» the Tth ; imi»itient enough 
to be forward, but must not till a second larger provWon- 
oo«TOy irom Dr^iden come in, Convoy once in, Friedridh 
hastens off, Tuesday lOtih October, towards Weissenbeig 

‘ XwBjsdtef, U, *7«. » Mdii, *J9. 
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SuSrr^teeReteowis; some ten or twelve miles io eaBt- 
ward,— Zittauward. if that, chniiee to suit uh ; Sdes.n-wnia, an 
is sure to suit. At the ‘Pass of Jonkowd., short way mu 
Bauteeu, Paudours attempt our l)agp:n-e ; need f o he hat d 
off, and again off: which apprise.s hnedneh that 
Army is Aead in tlie neighbourhood somewhere. '“’h 

on, Friedrich, from the knoll of Ilochkireh, shmdder of l ie 
southern Hills, gets complete view of Daim, .slrelehmg mnt h 

and south, at right angles to the Zittau rmuls and lo •rush 

rich, in the way we described ;-and i-s a hi lie .surprised am 
I could guess piqued, at Bceing Dmm m sueh it si ate of 
forwardness. ‘ Encamp here, then ! ’ he say.s-diere, on IhiB 
row of Heights parallel to Daun, within a mile of »«tm : pist 
here, I tell you! under the very nose of Hauu, who is ahovc two 
to one of us ; and see what Daun will do. Marwilz, Ins 
favourite Adjutant, one of those free-spoken Mnrwit«‘s, loyal, 
skilful, but liable to stiff fits, takes llic liberty to remouHtrnte, 
argue; says at length, He, Marwitz,dare not he conemmed ni 
marking-out such an encampment ; not he, for his jsonr part ! 
And is put under arrest; and another Adjutant does it; 
cannon pooplo ntni liitn wltili? in lint 

operation. 


FrieclriA % obstinate rauhnes^ this Ttiomlay Evt?iiiiigi hai 

not wanted its abundant meed of blame, — rendered so 
emphatic by what befell on Saturday morning next Ills 
somewhat too authorttativo fixity ; ft c«*rbun riwHancy of sidf- 
confidcnce, dangerous to ft man ; his sovereign wmiempt of 
Daun, as an inert dark nifujs, who durst undertnkf iwlliing ; 

! all this is undeniable, luul worth our rerognilion in esliinatiiig 
Friedrich. One considerably extenuating eireumstanre <hxw 
at last turn up, — in the shape of a new piece of blatim to the 
erring Frietlrich; his sudden anger, namely, against the 
meritorious General Iletzow; his putting Hetzow undw an«l 
that Tuesday Evening : ‘ How, General lleteow ? You have 
not taken hold of the Stroraberg for me!’ ’’lliftl is the 
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of : tiii«I nil itiolviog llio grirtiiiil you wilHiiul 

t5«»t tlu* Htrt»n<{i<-rg, a tahiilar HiH, of goml hwght, 

ili'hutii’ti torti-riitg avll Hj» oviT ali that rfg'ujii, tuight 

tho Stnniila rg tuinorn*'*' nu»niii*g» Ea* 1 U‘hI thing! oukrod 
FriiHirit-h. Amt a Ik-lachnu-nt w»-nt lu i-iuaiuglv ; hui found 
IkimV launli* nln'iidv lo go; nay, dcter- 

tmml mil to go. ami 'gi-ttiiig nm.forml to untimilwl atuounta 
So ttiat tS»« SlromtHTi^ wa# Itfl atamtiiig, ami rMiuuniKl 
Ikim'ii; funiwhwl with pUnily of wiiinon l»y Datui.^ IldMw* 
Hollow Iming a .ti-iuiy favourite of Knmirifh «, wuh on y 
of a f»‘w lu(Hr« : ‘ }»anlonnl»lo tlmt ovmiglit, thmk» I'nwlnch, 
though it laiim to nwt him tlonr. For the rest, I find, 
KrhXh'lfit kwjtiug of ttiia t’amj*. without the Sirotiamrg, WM 

iulemhd to .-ml, th« thinl ‘t»y ^ 
tJmii, niiHtt I'ridnv }»r«v«** iitijawiWo ! iTinlrah hml WiltM. 
Amt it «t»i rmrSatiminy I -Hh, though at ,m narlier tor, 
amt with ottu r )r»-*ulU than liail iKam e*iKTtwi. Keith HMd, 
*'l1m Andrian* tlf«*rve to tw hangwt if they dmi t attack 
u* here' *We nui*t hoiw they »r« more afraul of iw 
Sian om, of tJm gallow*,' amweml FrWrieJi A 
ihmgermia C^imp; untenatile without Uie htwmherg. I®t 
«» Sy to uwtewtJimi it, amt Ihiuii « jawilmu to it, m «ome 

aliglit tiegre®. 
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T f uy n..h».« 

and IIollowB, of. direct for Kj.reo (I'w lt<'>-li‘> o’" 

BrookSj all makinR noit » i,,j.nm.ii of Sin‘«'<'. 
else into the Lobau Water, ® S ,.,,.1, f u.e i’arKou l.an to preach 

< The place i« Btill partly „7 j„ (ionnan. AnamK the 

one half of the Sunday iu W«nd, the <>ther nj^ ^ 

Hills to south/ well Dovll and hia Witehea (e<l»'ai «» 

or » Devil’s Hill’'; f “ ‘ Lrnatural Bnu-ken ofthe Haw) 

any Cxerman on his Jathinu «oltoheeont.‘n>pl»ted with- 
hold their annual Wttoto-haWf Tliereahmita, and close ifoiu 

out a shudder hy the j„Lj,.„ey of thicket and wild wood. 

Hochkirch vt\?iaVah<L I perceive the scene was 

October 1768.’ ' 

3,000 a.» r'"“'’rr.M.t«srrf 

position. Wuisciikc is near y Jl „ j,i„ (’rout., 

fan westward has 0“'“''’" C” . posilioii 

hidJon among tho t'/t WW norll. 

Ito a good iiiHe 0 to,.T igimrant 

and south, both 1'™*^ ^ ll,„.o 

T/% MB tfhis^g 4 . 1 ^' 

mid pickats; and above all, «* a ‘" 'S ,,,4;,,,^ 

Gn/, whid. “ t^/wy "X "■'*■ 

M Kfithon hi right; and -.wpl 

to vedettes, and pickel. of lWeon» l^'i; Z:’'/-- 1 

liHlo viiiv alieail into the bushca, o« tlmt huu, 
ft littlt. way ,,f tlii* ahiitrifV eU'vut mtiJt 

rich's right wing knows nothing t>f U»t »*«W 

J Tourtat’*, Note, Scptcniher s8s8. 
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horrent with wood, which lie to southward; and merely 
intends to play its Twenty Cannon upon them, should they 
give birth to anything. This is Priedrich’s posture on his 
right or south wing. 

From Hochkirch northward, or nearly so, but sprinkled 
about in all the villages and points of strength, as far up as 
Drehsa and beyond Drehsa, to near Kotitz, a less important 
village, Friedrich extends about four miles ; centre at Rodewitz, 
where his own headquarter is, above two miles north of Hoch- 
kirch. Not far from Rodewitz, but a little to left and 
ahead, stands his second and best Battery, of Thirty Guns ; 
ready to play upon Lauska, a poor village, and its roadway,^ 
should the Austrians try anything there, or from their Strom- 
berg post, which is a good mile behind Lauska. His strength, 
in these lines, some count to be only 28,000, or less. Four 
or five miles to north-east, in and behind Weissenberg 
(which we used to know last summer), lies Retzow, with 
perhaps 10 or 12,000, which will bring him up to 40,000, 
were they properly joined with him as a left wing. Daun’s 
force counts 90,000; with Friedrich lying under his nose 
in this insolent manner. 

Daun’s headquarter, as we said, is Kittlitz ; a Village some 
two miles short of Lobau, in the direction south-east of 
Friedrich ; perhaps five miles to south-east of Rodewitz, 
Friedrich’s lodging. It is close upon the Bautzen -Zittau 
Highway; Zittau some twenty miles to south of it, Herm- 
huth and the pacific Brethren about halfway thither. Kittlitz 
lies more to south than Hochkirch itself; and Daunts out- 
posts, as we saw, circle quite round among those Devil’s 
Hills, and envelop Friedrich’s right flank. But Daun’s main 
force lies chiefly northward, and well to west, of Kittlitz ; 
parallel to Friedrich, and eastward of him; with elaborate 
intrenchments ; every village, brook, bridge, height and bit 
of good ground, Stromberg to end with, punctually secured. 
Obliquely over the Stromberg, holding the Stromberg and 

* Plan, p. 416. 
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SSrvi!Sl5« to »„u.-o».,t a..a 

B’Ahrembotg, M tight »,»g; , , 'Kriclri.-hs 

obliquo potcnce ; looking ...to ""‘'I'' " ; 

extreme left; and in a good measure duuhng I 

,, i in non And lasllv, as reserve, m irnut o! 
the lletzow 10,000. iviui asvj, 

Hill parties, are considerably longer than hnethuhs, an n so 
oomiLably doopot. The f ° hea.l.l..;.rt™ ,.h.™l toe 
«,ilea amrt: but the two fronts, -—divKletl by a burnK an« 
good hollow running here (one of many such, making a or 
Lobau Water), — are not half a mil© apart, lowart » - 

kirch and the top of this brook, the opposing posts are t|mlo 
Sl“a cl«e «i one a..otbet, divuW o..ly '-.v ^ i. jlo.. 
Many brooks, each with a defiinte hollow, run iinkhi|« 

hat stmito..e,l to gel ....t; ...l..-‘i..lly L. .-. 
Water, which receives them all, has to lak(‘ n ipnte meani t r- 
ing circling course (through Daun's <iuHrtem 
thL) before it can disembogue in Spree and demdedly set 
out for Berlin under that new name. Ibe 
seen from Hoebkireb Village, still better from the tl ureh 
steeple which lifts you high above it, and commands al 
round except to the south, where Fricdneh s bal^ry-height 
quite shuts you in, and hkles even those Devil’s Hills lieyonti. 
l-is cheerful and pretty. Village belfries, stei.ples ami lowers ; 
airy green ridges of beigbts, and inlrieale p^'iier \n i js . now 
tAI barer than you like. The Tourist tells me, m hmlndi « 
time there must have been a great deal more of wotxl than now. 

Whai acituilb/ h^fiil Hochkireh (Saturday 14th 
October 17CH) 

Friedrich, for some time, — probably ever mnm Waimwiay 
morning, when he found the Stromherg was not to be h», ~ 
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is very elaborate, and inchuicH a great many 
combinations; all bis 90,000 to mne intt. iU simnUn.ieuusly 
or in succession. lluL the iirsl ami grmulh vital jmrt, n.iun- 
spring and father to all the rest, is this: 'i'hal Unttu, in 
person, after nightfall of Friday, .shall, with the pick ot his 
force, say 80,000 hor.se and fool, with all their artilleries 
and tools, silently quit his now posilion in front of Iloehkiivh, 
Friedrich’s right wing. Shall sweep of!’, silently to smitb> 
ward and leftwanl, by Wuiachke; t hence vyestwanl nwl 
northward, by tbe northern base of those Ih-vil Motyntains. 
through the shaggy hollows and tbiek wtnxls tljere, hiUierto 
inhabited by Croats only, and unknown to tho TruwiiiUHi: 
forward, ever forward, Uirough tlie night-wateln* tlml way ! 
till he has fairly got to tJiso fliuik of IItx:bkireh and Friitl- 
rich : Daun to be standing there, nil round fr«»ni Uw w»tilheiti 
environs of Hochkirch, westwan! thnajgh tbe w<wHi», by 
Meschwitz, Steindbrfel, and even north to Wiuiit/. (if remiem 
will consult their Map), silently enchwing b'riwirieh. ns in tbe 
bag of a net, in tins manner ; —ready every nmn ntitl gun 
by about four on Satimlay niornin^ Are to wnil f»>r tlw 
stroke of five in llochkireh steeple ; and there ami then to 
begin bu.sinc.ss,— there first; but, on success lArrr, liie wb«l« 
90,000 everywhere, — and to dmw tlio strings on FrWridi, 
and bag and strangle his astonished |>eople atKi him. 

Hie difficulty has Iweit to keeji it jKufwUy secret from so 
vigilant a man as Friedrich : hut I bum has coinpkitcly soc< 
needed. Perhaps Friotlrich's eyes have heen « little dinunesl 
by contempt of Daim : Daun, flir the last two days wjaadnlly, 
has been more diligent than ever to jmUmile hiniMdf on every 
point ; nothing, seemingly, on hand but feiiing wtaald, biiikb 
ing abatis, apiinst some dangerous LionVa|»ring. 'Ilicy mf 
also, he detected a traitor in his Camp ; traitor carrying 
Letters to Friedrich under prelenca of fresh eggs, one ttf 
the eggs blown, and a Note of Daun's Pnx^aiures sMl)Ntituli<d 
as yolk. ‘You are dead, sirroli,' saul Diuin ; ‘hoislrel to tlw 
highest gallows ; Are not you ? But put-fn a Note of tiiy 



41® SKVKN-YEAKS WAE IlISKS |Jt<H.KKVm. 

, iHttl Oi'l 

cliriiitiBgi Iiml ymir l^ggarly lifr m mvni: Hrl/nw iiwiiot, 

thtmgh then- in tin evidviwf «nwpt iif the rintimHinniiRl 
kimi, thinks this ciim-nt st«rv nnn In* fnu*.* (Vrtiiin it i»t, 
nnithiT Friwlrich ju»r itny t*i his jtw>{»h' huil fin* h'lwl hhji. 
pickm nf DmtnV jtnyiTl, till thi* iimnifiit it. i-iiiiltwlcd on 
them, when the fhH*k «l lirndikireh strnek jh«>. Ihitin, jn 
the hist tsvo tinys, hiul IxHm frllinjj evi-n mure trei** flnm they 
mi< nwtint of, -thonwiinls of im's in thuHi* wilder- 

iiessoi to Frietirich’s right; imk! has swetly hewn himadf 
romls, piURHiihlo hy night for men and wiiummitton wngons 
there;— and in fnmt «>f Friwtrieh, isijieeiBlly HiM'hkireh way, 
Dairn Kwms hosier than ever felling wmal, this Friday night; 
jumiherM of jn-ojih? nttiniiig idamt will; asw, with lantenat 
over there, jw if in tlie |Mish of htirry, iiwl making a great 
den! of noise. ' Intendiitg retreat for Ziltan tomorrow!* 
thinka Friwlrieh, a* the false egg-yolk liail tanght him j or 
merely, ‘ 'rhnt }KK>r jireeantionary fellow ! ’ »n|>{Ki«tiig the 
false yolk a myth. In short, Dann has g«it through hi» 
nocturnal wildemdawc* with prfw*t Rueta-iiii. And staiKk, 
dreamt-uf hy no eneit|^f in the (dam ap^Mtinted for hit 
SO, 000 and him; and that }a»r old clwk of Ilmdikireb, 
unwearietlly gninting forwartl to the stroke of five, will 
»trike-up somethiiig it i* little esjweting ! ■— 

llje Prussians have veticttes, picket* ami small i»MtjK»t* 
of Froc-corjw {XKJple »mltered aknit wiUiin their fowler of 
tiiat Austrian Wocai, the fowly of which, about llmdikiimh 
m everywhere else, beior^ wholly to Croat*. tJf wunie 
there arc guanl-pnrtie*, senlriw duly vigilant, in the big 
Battery to nouth-MWt of Ilochkircb,— and along wnillt-wmt* 
ward in that potmrr, or fore-arm of Four Batfolion*, wbieh 
arc stationed there. Four gootl Itatfolioiw harking »i»utl»- 
ward there, with Cavalry to right; Ziethen* Cavalry,— ' wIkswi 
horses stand saddled tlirough the night, nwly always for the 
nootumfd ‘ Ptodoutade,' which seldom fails th«n. 'ITitw, as 
elsewhere, are the due vigilance*, watchmen, wutoh-firww 't1t« 
* Etljiew, i |4|. 
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rest of the Prussian Army is in its blankets, wholly asleep, 
while Daun stands waiting for the stroke of five. 


That Daun, bursting-in with his chosen 30,000, will 
trample-down the sleeping Prussian potence at Hochkirch ; 
capture its big Battery to left, its Village of Hochkirch to 
rear, and do extensive ruin on the whole right wing of 
Friedrich; rendering Friedrich everywhere an easy conquest 
to the rest of Daun’s people, who stand, fax and wide, duly 
posted and prepared, waiting only their signal from Hoch- 
kirch : much of this, all of it that had regard to Hoch- 
kirch Battery and Village, and the Prussians stationed there, 
Daun did execute. And readers, from the data they have 


got, must conceive the manner of it, — ^human description of 
the next Two Hours, about Hochkirch, in the thick dark- 
ness there, and stormful sudden imoad, and stormful resist- 
ance made, being manifestly an impossible thing. Nobody 
was ‘ massacred in his bed,’ as the sympathetic gazetteera 
fancied ; nobody was killed, that I hear of, without arms in 
his hand ; but plenty of people perished, fierce of humour, on 
both sides ; and from half-past five till towards eight, there 
was a general blaze of fiery chaos pushing-out ever and anon, 
swallowed in the belly of Night again, such as was seldom 
seen in this world. Instead of confused details, and w^- 
some enumeration of particulars, which nobody would listen 
to or understand, we will give one intelligent young pntl^ 
man’s experience, our friend Tempelhof s, who stood m tto 
part of the Prussian Line ; experience distinct and indubitable 
to us ; and which was pretty accurately symbolical, I other- 
wise see, of what befell on all points thereabouts. Faithhilly 
copied, and in the essential parts not even abridged, here it is : 

Tempelhof, at that time a subaltern of aitillery, was stationed rdlj 
s couple of 24-pounders in attendance on the Battalion 
with three others and some cavalry lay to the JJ. B^tery' 

forming a Mud of fore-arm Or potence there to right of 
with their rear to Hochkirch; 

parties spread-out into the woods and Devil s Hills ahead. Tempelho 
had risen about three, as usual ; had his guns and gunners re y , 
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£kt, I7$l 

wm lijr ilm lhi« iniMiifiiuiry 

mu\ iWwi it l!u» t»*r|iH’k ; aud 

tti»t II iiiiniwi hllrfiii^'! Wit nn* ii»*t Mur Ik*}i4uiiniili% tlwii?* 

Clii II witiiliHii mnwi' lyitiiiitlii htwr|i tiri'! wiwtiif tli« 

Fr«Hviw|i*i ; fin^- in-pr teliAr|«<‘r, ipa^ain", Inr tli# iwxt litlf 

init w'hatin-pr In W mpph, * ilyfltitw liml iwm 

giil iU nil, III! M ll*n *, tiH4 riiuk Iti ami 

Inft «f ilm ami nf my t^Mt giiiit*, i« frmit nf iu imni : Imt m 
ti'inniiii <jf lli» liig tulally tlark. I finnl of my 

cmiiimii* (ilmll wn miy -iiiraliilil wmllutiiril * !»* Irarit nlmllmr %lwm ww 
aiiytliliip^ III frmit i»f iw* Mu aiwwrr : * Niitliiim" llmrn IVIww* a niir® 
tfmk^ry Fumlmini mni mir Frrn rnffw attar all !' 

lint iliii imlw uraw kiinlnr,* ami riiim i»var iiimrar ; I luriiwl my pm 
tnwiirila It' (amitliwaril, «** |mriiiiiN a nuii aarli way?)-*- 

*wiil Imrp wii Imti m mlvn in fmm liiitliillmin wim mwmid 

ill \m twii liwmirmi yinli nr » alnmil, 11m llallaiiiiii lmr«- 

n|M«i pivn fim; I Um iilknl my raiiimiii »l»t I rmiltl* will Imil ptrimp 
ilaliV'Hrnil llflwm iliHiiilts almla frniti llmtii, ^liati ill niitm I liiiiibliHl In thi 
grmimij, ami Iml all for wiim miiiiitm iir iimniimta* 

Aw^imliilC wiili ilm Itliimi rmnilng ilimii lil« fiiwi famr Ikmpllwf 
ommlmiiHl it liwl tmaii a ttmalc»t»ilml In llm lirml j liiil mi pilliif to hli 
harnln ami liitmi tm fon-ml ilit plarii * foil «if Aiwlrlati irriniiiillori* wla 
liad artpyii ilirtiiiili mir toiito to war ; ami lliat It lm*l bwii a femidfe 
wllli Uii Itill ttf Hit intitk©! friim mm til llmi» folkiwai iitnl mit a tmlltl/ 
tlial tia^ ilriiek him dnwti, iMtallm* lliillmw, nawlltMl m\ all 

imiitod on all Mm; and T«mpllicif|«w fmii tlit grtniml,- 1 pit|»|M^i 

hf tho of watohirwi iii«l hy rtro ia^hw of fitimkotryp for thiy 

did tml iw marli# liaf big mi ri»m| lint iiiiwiali#il Aiid anil imt*— 

*m Infantry iglit whirl* In mnrdfniiw loliiiiiltf farfiwtoi 
I wjw takoii prlioiior at ilili tort* j Imt $mm afkir pi d«lit#r#d hy mt 
walry aifain/ 

Tiiii ktttr drctimstoi*c»» tif being tlittivorwl by liwi C.'nviJryt 
I ftml to be of frocjuerit «»cuiTOii« in Hint fiwt net of tbe 
buiioaia there s the Fniwiiiii Iktlnlioai »t,irjiriiiHl on front 
ami tmtf always makai iiiiiKieiroiii fight for itelf ; i» nt I«t 
owwhelmmlt obli]^ to retire^ |»erha|i8 o|ii^iiiiiig its way by 
toyonet-dharge i~U|»ti wliidh oiir Clivalry (KietlieiiX and 
otli«» that gathered to him) aitting4ti it|w» th© dtioitfoifd 
wceprisei, ©at thtm into flighty it»w» tht pri»m«t itfid for 
a imi 'i^tato mmttow. llie IVowiaii tmltalioiw do 
* It |i4 ia 
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run (nobody runs) ; but when repulsed by the endless odds, 
rally again. The big Battery is not to be had of them with- 
out fierce and dogged struggle ; and is retaken more than 
once or twice. Still fiercer, more dogged, was the struggle 
in Hochkirch Village ; especially in Hochkirch Church and 
Churchyard, — whither the Battalion Margraf-Karl had flung 
themselves; the poor Village soon taking fire about them. 
Soon taking fire, and continuing to be a scene of capture and 
recapture, by the flame-light ; while Battalion Margraf-Karl 
stood with invincible stubbornness, pouring death from it ; not 
to be compulsed by the raging tide of Austrian grenadiers ; 
not by ‘six Austrian battalions,’ by ‘eight,’ or by never so 
many. Stood at bay there ; levelling whole masses of them, — 
till its cartridges were spent, all to one or two per man ; and 
Major Lange, the heroic Captain of it, said, ‘Vi^e shall have 
to go, then, my men ; let us cut ourselves through ! ’—and 
did so, in an honourably invincible manner; some brave 
remnant actually getting through, with Lange himself 


wounded to death. 

I ttiiTik it was not till towards sis o’clock that the ri^t 
wing generally became aware what the case was : ‘ More than 
a Pandourade, yes ’ ; — ^though what it might be, in the thick 
fog which had fallen, blotting -out all vestiges of dayli^i'^ 
nobody could well say. Rallied Battalions, reinforced by this 
or the other Battalion hurrying-up from leftward, alwap 
charge-in upon the enemy, in Hochkirch or wherever he is 
busy ; generally push him back into the Night ; but are then 
fallen-upon on both flanks by endle^ new strength, and 
obliged to draw back in turn. And Ziethen’s Horse, m the 
mean while, do execution ; breaking-in on the tumultaons 
victors ; new Cuirassiers, Gensdarmes dariiing-up to help, 
soon as saddled, and charging with a will : so ttet, on the 
whole, the enemy, variously attempting,, could make noting 
of us on that western, or rearward side, — ^iianks m^y to 
Ziethen and the Horse. ‘Had we but wait^ 
or four of our Battalions had got up!’ say the Prussum 
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narrators. But it is thick mist ; few yards ahead you cannot 
see at all, unless it be flame ; and close at hand, all things 
and figures waver indistinct, — hairy outlines of blacker 
shadows on a ground of black. 

It must have been while Lange was still fighting, perhaps 
before Lange took to the Church of Hochkirch, scarcely later 
than half-past six (but nobody thought of pulling-out his 
watch in such a business !) — about six, or half-past six, when 
Keith, who has charge of this wing, and lodges somewhere 
below or north of Hochkirch, came to understand that his 
big Battery was taken ; that here was such a Pandourade as 
had not been before ; and that, of a surety, said Battery must 
lie retaken. Keith springs on horseback ; hastily takes 
^ Battalion Kannacker ’ and several remnants of others ; rushes 
upwards, ^leaving Hochkirch a little to right; direct upon 
the big Battery.’ Recaptures the big Battery. But is set- 
upon by overwhelming multitudes, bent to have it back ; — is 
passionate for new assistance in this vital point ; but can 
get none : had been ‘ disarted by both his Aide-de-camps,’ 
says poor John Tebay, a wandering English horse-soldier, 
who attends him as mounted groom ; ^ asked twenty times, 
and twenty more, « Where are my Aide-de-camps — -but 

could get no response or reinforcement ; and at length, quite 
surrounded and overwhelmed, had to retire ; opening his way 
by the bayonet ; and before long, suddenly stopping short,-- — 
falling dead into Tebay’s arms ; shot through the heart. 
Two shots on the right side he had not regarded ; but this 
on the left side was final : Keith’s fightings are suddenly all 
done. Tebay, in distraction, tried much to bring away the 
body; but could by no present means; distractedly ‘rid for 

^ ‘Captens Cockcey and Goudy’ lie calls them— whose Father the 
Kanzler we have seen, and Gaudi whose self), — -who both had, in succession, 
tock into Hochkirch as the less desperate place, according to Tebay ; see 
Tchays Letter to Mitchell, ‘Crossen, October 29th' (in Memoirs and Papers, 
m 501-505) ;—which is probably true every word, allowing for Tebay’s temper ; 
but IS ^hly indecipherable, though not entirely so after many readings and 
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a coaclx " ; foiuul^ on retumj that the Austrians had the 

grouiul, and the body of his master ; Hochkirch, Church and 
all, now undispiitcdly theirs. 

'I’o appearunce, it Wiu; this news of Keith’s repulse (I know 
not whether of Ktalh’s death as yet) that first I'oused Friedrich 
to a hdl senst^ of what wa.s now going on, two miles to south 
of him. Fri(‘<h*ieh, according to his habits, must have been 
awake and afoot when the Business first broke out ; though, 
for some considerable time, treating it as nothing but a 
common crackory of Paiulours. Already, finding the 
Pandourade louden' than usual, he had ordered out to it 
one battalion and the other that lay handy: but now he 
pushes forward several battalions under Franz of Brunswick 
(his youngest Brother-in-law), with Margraf Karl and Prince 
Moritz: ‘Swift you, to Hochkirch yonder!’ — and himself 
springs oti horseback to deal with the affair. Prince Franz 
of Brunswick, poor young fellow, cheerily coming on, near 
Hochkirch hiul his head shorn-off‘ by a cannon-ball. Moritz 
of Dessau, too, ‘ riding within twenty yards of the Austrians,’ 
so dark was it, he so near-sighted, got badly hit, — and soon 
after, driving to Bautzen for surgery, was made prisoner by 
Pandours;^ never fought again, ‘died next year of cancer 
in the lip.’ Nothing but triumphant Austrian shot and 
cannon-shot going yonder ; these battalions too have to fall 
back with sore loss. 

Friedrich himself, by this time, is forward in the thick 
of the tumult, with another body of battalions; storming 
furiously along, has his horse shot under him ; storms 
through, ‘successfully, by the other side of Hochkirch’ 
(Hochkirch to his left) :— but finds, as the mist padually 
sinks, a ring of Austrians massed ahead, on the Heights ; as 
fax as Steindorfel and farther, a general continent of Austrians 
enclosing all the soutlx and south-west ; and, in fact, tha,t 
here is now nothing to be done. That the question of his 

' In AnhtHheltt (i. a89-s90) hi* dangerous adventures on the road to Bautzen, 

Ie this wounded condition. 
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rtiuik is ; thftl thf tjui'stuJH now is ttf his (rmi, which 

the rtj>|>uiut(Hi Austiitui jmiUes im- Jtuw ujHtrt nJtnrkiiig, 
<4^ueHlioii twjHTiiiilv «f tiu’ n<‘ighl» of Dniisn, iuk! «if the 
P»w iuxi BnM>k of IB'eiiNt {n'fuwHui of fiin tnitte jtnrt), 
wheix! !sis am* retrent will tie, SteiiniiTh-l In-ing now 
lost. I’fU't lirwt of the AHhir is eiuled ; Fftit motitl of it 

iH'gilK. 

Rapidly enough Frh'ilrieh take-* hit new oieusnies. SriKes 
Drehm Height, whieh wilt nttw In* key of the tield; despiitrhes 
Mollemlorf thither (M*»ll(n«h>rf <n»r riiunigeout l,»*uthen 
friend); who vigoroHnly IwHtirs hiins«*!f; gets hidd of Ihi-hHii 
Height iK'foro the emniiy run; /.irfhen *«B»j«'mlii>g on the 
Heights of Kunmehiitr., t’juiil/. and other {MUiits of suntiige. 
Anti thus, in eHwt, Friedrieh pulls h}» lii» torn right skirl 
{m he is <loing iill his other skirts) into new eonijmel fttutt 
agaimt the Auslriiuw: »o tluit, in that sontlowesteni part 
esjKjcially, the Austriuiw tl« not try it further; hut ‘rtdiw 
at full gallop,’ on sight of this swift wi/.im> of the Keys by 
Mdlleudorf and Xieiheii. Friwlrieh uIho despiitehes inshinl 
oixler to Eetzow, to join him ut his sjussliwi, Friedrieh 
everywhere rmrrangea himself, hither, thither, with skilful 
rapidity, in new Idne of Rattle ; still ho|a*fid to dispute what 
is left of the field longing unieh that lUdww eould eome 
on wings. 

By this time (towanis eight, if I might guess) Day has got 
the upper hand ; the Daun Austrians staiul visible on their 
Ring of Heights all round, lashind llm-hkireh anrl our late 
Battery, on to wtatward and northward, ns far ns Hteiiwlorfel 
and Waditz; — extremely busy rearranging theniwlvifs into 
something of line; there being much confusion, much sinnner* 
ing about in clumps and ga{>s, after such a tussle. lit fntnt 
of us, to eastward, the ajijjointecl Austrian |mrties are 
proceeding to attack; but in daylight, and willi our «}w 
open, it is a tibing of difficulty, and doc* not prosfter as 
Hoc^kirch did. Duke D'Ahremberg, on their extreme right. 
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had in charge to burst-in upon our left, so soon as he saw 
Hochkirch done: D^Ahremberg does try; as do others in 
their places, near Daun; but with comparatively little success. 
D^Ahremberg, meeting something of check or hindrance where 
he tried, pauses, for a good while, till he see how others 
prosper. Their grand chance is their superiority of number ; 
and the fact that Friedrich can try nothing upon them^ but 
must stand painfully on the defensive till Retzow come. To 
Friedrich, Retzow seems hugely slow about it. But the truth 
is, Baden-Durlach, with his £0,000 of Reserve, has, as per 
order, made attack on Retzow, £0,000 against 1£ : one 
of the feeblest attacks conceivable ; but sufficient to detain 
Retzow till he get it repulsed. Retzow is diligent as Time 
and will be here. 

Meanwhile, the Austrians on front do, in a sporadic way, 
attack and again attack our batteries and posts ; especially 
that big Battery of Thirty Guns, which we have to north 
of Rodewitz. The Austrians do take that Battery at last ; 
and are beginning again to be dangerous, — ^the rather as 
D’Ahremberg seems again to be thinking of business. It is 
high time Retzow were here ! Few sights could be gladder 
to Friedrich, than the first glitter of Retzow’s vanguard, — 
horse, under Prince Eugen of Wiirtemberg, — beautifully 
wending down from Weissenberg yonder; skilfully posting 
themselves, at Belgern and elsewhere, as thorns in the sides 
of DAhremberg (sharp enough, on trial by DAhremberg). 
Followed, before long, by Retzow himself; serenely crossing 
Lobau Water ; and, with great celerity, and the best of skill, 
likewise posting himself,- — ^hopelessly to DAhremberg, who 
tries nothing farther. The sun is now shining; it is now 
ten of the day. Had Retzow come an hour sooner ; — ^before 
we lost that big Battery and other things I But he could 
come no sooner; be thankful he is here at last, in such an 
overawing manner. 

Friedrich, judging that nothing now can be made of the 
affair, orders retreat. Retreat, which had been getting 
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Bcbemed, I mippomN and jdauiird in flu* |,;hHnn nf tlm n?yiil 
nnml» cnw mnrn liisH nf Ihat lag Iliilfrrv at Hndrwit/, Little 
to oecnpv in tlm interim ; e\cejR, iniiigiiiint waitings 
rigoroiwly Himh% amt aome Inngnitt intii'rhiiiige of cannon- 
nlmt belwmi the I'larlicH, ihircat is to Klein-' Hant/cn 
neighlnnirhiKMl inew hcmhjimrhn* DohciNclmt/* oiit|iostH 
Kreckwilz ami rnrsrhwit/4 ; hmr mile*, or so fit northorcst 
lliilher a rfiifling of your groitmh ^Uiirh listmhHhcs ilic 
military render over hinci\ thmi a retreating studs m the 
common rim of oh expectetl Horn* in the iiHiml masterly 
manner; pari after part wemliiig olft iiet/ow slantliiig 
minatory hm\ Molleiiilorf nsinntory ilieit% in the sofliiit 
qmisi-rhylhmie Heqneiiee; t^avalry a!! driiwn tint lM»twea*ii 
Belgern ami Kreekwilz, haggage'^iiagonH filing Ihrongh the 
Paas of DixdsHa;— not an Anslrsiin iiiwidliitg with iew or 
mom; Dium amt iik AiiHlriaiiH slaiiiiing in their ring of 
five milen, gazing into it like stone stntnes; their regiments 
being still in a eonfnserl slai'ei'-- -aiici their Ilium an rxtnasiely 
slow gentlemand 

And in this maimer Friwirkdn like a careh^ss HW'ininser 
caught in the Malrktrom, lias not got HW‘aIlowwl sii it ; Init 
has miule such a buffeting of it, he is lien» out of it again, 
without bone broken, ----not, we }ioj«% witlionl iiistriirtbit 
from the adventure, lie Itas lost I 111 of riiitiioii, 

most of his tents and esimpdisniiture ; iiiii!, wliiil is mow 
irreparable, above of lib brave people, S,tfSI of tlieiii 

and 119 Officers (Keith and Alorilz for two) rilhm* deml or 
captive# In men the Austrian loss, it i« not iniiett 

lower, some say m rather a sliiide higher ; by their own 
account, SS5 Oliiceics, 6,(114 misk iiisd file, kitkttl and 
wounded, ~not reckoning 1,0011 prisoners they Imt to ui, 
and * at least S,000 ^ who took that clsiitioe of diverting in 
the intricate dark woods.* 

^ Tempelhof, iL 319-31^ I. Seriirtfei it 4 |a* 4 $| f 

V. a4oa57 } Arctoholt*, etc# «lc, 

* Temprtlhof, IL 336 1 bat itt Ewiter* p» $f§. 
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Friedrich, all say, took his pumshioeat in a wonderfully 
cheerful manner* I)e Catt the Keader, entering to him that 
evening as naual, the King advancetl, in a tragic declamatory 
attitude; and gave him, with proper voice and gesture, an 
appropriate passage of Ilacine : 

^ Hnfm itprk im un^ tu m# Arhate^ 

Non plm comme autrtfoU mt hmmux MUImdate, 

Quij (h Rorm taujoura halan^ant h dmtin^ 

Timait e 7 itr(^ eik H mol fnnimm incBrtmn. 

Je mu vainru ; Pompio a mM I'mantago 
Ifum nuit qui iaimait pm d$ plum au coumgo; 

^oMati pf*mqm dam* ^ 

Not a little to De Catt's comfort.^ During the retreat itself, 
Retzow Junior had come, as Papa’s Aide-de-camp, with a 
message to the King; found him on the heights of Klein 
Bautzen, watching the movements. Message done with, the 
King said, in a smiling tone, ‘ Daun has played me a slippery 
trick to-day 1’ ‘I have seen it,’ answered Retzow; ‘but it 
is only a scratch, which your Majesty will soon manage to 
heal again.’ — ‘ Glaribt Er dww, Do you think so ? ’ ‘ Not only 
I, but the whole Army firmly believe it of your Majesty.’ — 
‘You are quite right,’ added the King, in a confidentially 
candid way: ‘We will manage l>aun. What I lament is, 
the number of brav« men that have died this morning.’® On 
the morrow, he was heard to say publicly : ‘ Daun has let us 
out of check-mate ; the game is not lost yet. We will rest 
ourselves here, a few days ; then go for Silesia, and deliver 
Neisse.’ The Ancdxiote- Books (perhaps not mythically) add 
this : ‘Where are all your guns, though?’ said the King to 
an Artilleryman, .standing vacant on parade, next day. ‘ Ihro 
Mc0eMaty the Devil stole them all, last night!’ — ‘Hm, well, 
we must have them back from him.’* 

Nothing immoderately depressive in Hochkirch, it appears ; 
—though, alas, on the fourth day after, there came a message 

RMeabeck, i* 3S4* , 

* Ret*ow, i. 359 «• ’ Arohenholte, i 999 . 
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from Ikimilh ; which dht drikc oih* dinvti : ‘My tmidc 
Wilhelmiim tifiul ; ditni in the v*-rv Imtii'* while we were 
fightinj? luw ! * * liemietw iimst emn eiu* it ; ettiuing tmejt- 
jKjettHi more or fens, hhick jo* Muhii ii univetMt! hinriwuie, m 
the hemi of the mun ; it sorrow sm-isHl, yet immeitMinihle, 
inx'tiiediiilde to him; as if the sky too wi-!S‘ fatlitij' on his 
head, in an! of the mean earth amt its rateuin};s ■ • of all this 
there can nothing Ik* wtul at jireseut. Friedrieh’s one wlief 
secMiH to have !k‘c«i the newssity laitl mt him of {ier|M-lmU 
battling with outward business;— we may faney, in tlie rapiil 
weeks following, how Jimeh was lying at all times in the 
hackgrotmd of his mind snpftressed into its eaves. 

Daun, it ajtjH'ars, was wmsitierahly elatisl ; sja-nt a great 
<leal of his time, so {mn'iniis just at presmit, in writing 
despatches, in congratulating and la'iiig etmgratulattsi ; tiitl 
an elaborate or Amhrosiau Song, in artillery, and 

vox ii/o/irtHw, —which with the adjuncts, say splenetit? people, 
m at Kolin, sensihly a.ssist«i h’riwirich's nfFairs. I hum wa* 
by no means of braggart turn ; hut the reeognition of his 
matchless achievement hy the gazetteer public, whether in 
exultation or in lamentation, was loud amt universal ; and 
the joy, in Vienna and the cognate <{uiiiiers, knew no Imunds 
for the time l>eiiig. Thus, among other tokens, the ilotinciw 
of our Izml the Po{h‘, hiessing I leaven for such stiet'ciw against 
the Heretic, was ph-nmi to send him U% <’onseemt«l Hat ami 
Sword, — such as the old Pojw.'s wea* wimt, very long ago, t<j 
bestow on distinguishod Champions against tlie Heathen,— 
(much jeered at, and crowed over, by a profane Frietlrieh *) : 
‘ the effect of which miraculous funiishings,’ says 'Pempdlmf, 
* turned out to lie that the FchhunrsrlMdi never gainetl lujy 

‘ On » common Hu«inm 4 .rtter to f’linec tirno, • «Mth Ortelwt 

17581’ >* tt>i» ludden bit of Autograiph t * (iratui /?»>«, ma .vWer tf* //aioiM / * 
— -(SehSning, Dar titimjdhrigt A'ntg, mtk Oft'gimA tU, am 

dmStaais-Artkivtn; Potiwkm, 1851 j i. 387.) 

* eSmru di FrMMt, xv. 133, 134 , uS, «(c. etc. * in if. ttfi, ctanpittt 

List of these poor Pieces | which tie hesrty, »<« hypocriik*!, t» theii oewiewii. 
toons bilMity, bnt have litUe other merit. 
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success more ’ — in fact, except that small thing on Finck 
next Year, never any, as it chanced. Daun had withdrawn 
to his old camp, on the day of Hochkirch ; leaving only a 
detachment on the field there : it was not for six or seven 
days more that he stept-out to the Kreckwitz and Purschwitz 
neighbourhood ; more within sight of his vanquished enemy, 
— ^but nothing like vigilant enough of what might still he in 
hinij after such vanquishing ! — 'We must spare this Note, for 
the sake of a heroic kind of man, who had not too much of 
reward in the world ; 


‘Tebay could not recover Keith’s body : Croats had the plundering of 
Keith ; other Austrians, not of Croat kind, carried the dead General into 
Hochkirch Church : Lacy's emotion on recognising Mm aere,— -like a 
tragic gleam of his own youa suddenly brought back to him, as in star- 
light, piercing and sad, from twenty-years distance,— is well known in 
Books. On the morrow, Sunday October ISa, Keia had honourable 
soldier’s-burial there, — “ twelve cannon” salvoing thrice, and “the 
whole Corps of Colloredo” with their muskets thrice; Lacy as cMef 
mourner, not without tears. Four months after, by royal order, Keia’s 
body was conveyed to Berlin ; reinterred in Berlin, in a still more solemn 
public manner, with all the honours, all the regrets ; and Keith sleeps 
now in the Garnison-Kirche far frombonnie Inverugie ; the hoarse sea- 
winds and caverns of Dunottar singing vague requiem to his honourable 
line and him, in the imaginations of some few. “ My Brother leaves me 
a noble legacy,” said the old Lord Marischal : “last year he had Bohemia 
under ransom ; and his personal estate is 70 ducats ” (about 251.).^ _ 

‘ In Hochkirch Church there is stiU, not in the Churchyard as formerly, 
a fine, modestly impressive Monument to Keith ; modest Urn of black 
marble on a Pedestal of grey,— and, in gold letters, an Inscription not 
easily surpassable in the lapidary way: * * “Don mPnaxio nonpko^ 
hino Incunatam snoBUM aoiem Mentb manu voce et bx^io Rfr 
sxitobbat Pugnans ut hbboas dbcbt Occubuit. D. xw. OoTOBBm 
These words go through you like the clang of steeL Fnednch s 

> i. 149 - Given also (very nearly correct) in Corrisfot^me of 

SirRohort Murray KHth (London, 1849), i- iji- w the junior of the two 

Diplomatic Roberts, genealogical cousins of Keith ; by this one (in 1771, not 
as German Guide-books have it) the Hochkirch Mon^ent ^ set up. 
A very interesting Collection of Lrffet-r, those of his ;-edited with the usual 

darkness, or rather more. 
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Horrow over luio etilogie?*, /tmu fAirrmrmrni m Itjirflft 

monument Twenty yeursi iifter, Kintli liml from hw .\|iiHter a Stiituo, in 
Berlin. One of Four; to tim Fotir mcHt toarvinn:: Srhweriii (1771), 
Winterfold (1777)» Banillta (liiB)* Keith (when winrli «till 
in the Wilhelm tharii* 

^Hoehkiroh (Ihureh Imu 'litmii rolmilt in hilo y^*im : a winmumH airy 
Church, with ^(allorioH, ami m|nif 4 ite> 4 , f^iHnnully with free iiir, li^ht 
ami clcanIineH 8 * {'’’apiihl# |amha|w nf l/pM mtum : half of them tihnnlu, 
Above 700 fikeletoim, in one heii|i, were out, rutting the new 
foundatKmH.*^ The wtrong outer I hum of the ohl Clmrrh, roil oak, I 
should think, is still retained in tlmt iuifmihty ; still nlmifH |icrha|w half a 
dossen rough big torn Ihroiigli it in difIVrent partw, anti 

daylight shining in, where the old hullets fuiMHcd. The Keith ^fonuinent, 
perhaps fotir feet high, is on the flagged fhmr, left aide of ilie pidpit, dum 
by the wall,«-^Hhe heneh where Keith's hotly lay hm liatl to Im riiseil In 
new plank** (zinc wtndd he belter) agaiiiMt the knives of imtmtA*** 

Old Lord ManHehal^-- GtHn'gi% ** J/nriV/oil if Wm?!*"* its lie 

always signs l««H.scif,~w<w by this tjjHf Hi;v«‘ittty4w« ; King's 
Governor of Neufrhfilel, for a gossi while jiast anti to rtimt* 
(1754-1768). In ‘.lames,’ ll»e jtmiur, Imt nmeh the st«Mig»‘r 
and more solid, he has lost, as it wi're, a^/hOrr anti ytaingcr 
brother at once; father, under kouitifui Vtmdititms; and the 
tears of the old man are natural ami atlla-ting. 'I'eu years 
older than his Brother; ami survivwl him still twenty years. 
An excellent cheery old soul, he ttK>; honest, as the sunlight, 
with a fine small vein of gaiety, anti ‘pleasant wit,' in him : 
what a treasure to Friedrich at FotHilam, in the couting years ; 
and how much lovtal by hiiiii (almost as one (mm/ kn-es another), 
all readers would he surpriseil to (Hseover. Some hints of hisn 
will perhaps be allawc<l m farther on. 

Sequel qfHochhrchi the Campaign mh in a Wap »utprmng ta 
m aitcntive Public (22d Ocloljcr— SiSOlh NovemlK*r I75M) 

There followed upon Hochkirch five wt*ekH of rapid events ; 
such as nobody had been calculating on. To the remler, so 

J Nicoki (SMiuj dtr aamnutidii, 1. i<,|, gi„. ihm, foi 
TO rtee<5, imd for Keuh*i uo dtte... 
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wmrv of mnnhiitgK. »unii<vi»vi’ing.s Hurprisnlsi, cttHipings and 
tieliiilH nf war, i»d nmny wonla, wtf hoju', may mulor these 
nwilts tatnrt'ivalile. 

FritHlrifh «taM*il t» n ilnys, rt-f'illing himself, in that Camp 
of Klein Uautzjni, «m t>ne of the hranehes of the Spree. 
Dann, who had retinsi t (* his t>id strong place, on the 14tli, 
Hiwely occupy ing ll‘H Ukir«'h FU'hl at ail, came out in about 
a wtrk ; and took a strung post tienr Friedrich; not attempt- 
ing Hiiyttiing upon him, hut watcliing him, now better within 
sight. Frieiirich*'* tixcrt intention is, to march to Neisse all 
the same; what jtrolmhly Iknu, under the shiulow of his 
lauwls and his now Fnjial Hat, may not -have consitiered 
{Htssihie, with the rtwul to Neisse blocked by 80,000 men. 
Frkslrich hiw refitted liiinscdf with the reciuisite new cannon 
and furnttnnv*, i'rmn IJivstlen; esjawially with Prince Henri 
am! (i.tHHt ftwit »md hurac,— Je«i by Prince Henri in person; 
so Prince Henri wuiild Imve it, the capricious little man; and 
that Finck shotthl 1»* left in Saxony instead of him. All 
which weakens Haxuny not a little. But Friedrich hopes the 
Ikichs Army is a ftaddi* article ; ilhofi’ for provision in those 
{Mirts, and no! likely to attempt very mncli on the sudden. 
Acconliiigty : 


FrktlrUh rnignmfmlUf^ wot m Ghgath bui on 

iitit'hrnlMH'h ii«d (wurlits ; to ihiun'j) Astmishment 

ik’tafmt PMiivay of miuiy wagons quits Bautzen 
titiiutiwn IVojwr, »t»l ttw VJUsgo, hut the Town), laden with all the 
woufttW «f llmdikirrh ; atwvo .1,000 by count, to carry them to 
ttresdeii for ilelHwrate surgery. Keith's Tebay, I perceive, k in this 
Vmmy ; nut ill hurt, hut willing to He in Hospital a little, and consider. 
'I'hme jioor folli.w* caintot gel to Dresden ! on tlie second day, a Daun 
Ihitiichjawit, hussarJfig slw»ut In those parts, is announced ahead; and 
(by new order fntm Iwwliitjartors) the Convoy turns northwards for 
Hoyerswwfda,- - (to Tohay's disgust with the Commandant; ‘shied off, 
says Tetuiy, * for twolvo Imiwarst' •)— and, I think, in the end, went on 


* Second Mt 0 r from Tebay, In Mitchell, ttii mprh. 
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to Glogau ittstiwl i}f ’iriiirli wiw vt^ry fortiiiinti'! for IVbiiy 

tho otlion*. The poor wotnulrd iK'inpf thun ilinjHWt'iJ of, Friodrioh ntul 
iiiglit, at 10 o’clock, Monday aid, in tlio aidVft manner, pUHhoH-otf Ins 
Bakery and Army Stores a little way, northward down tlto Spree Valley, 
on the western fork of the Spree (fork fartheat fnn« 1 taiut) : followa, 
himself, with the rest of the Army, next eveniiiffi d<iwu the eiuteru fork, 
also northward. ‘(IoIok for (iIokoh,' thinks Uaun, when the hussars 
report about it (lato on Tuesday night) ; ‘ Ia<t him go, if he fancy that a 
road to Neinso! Hut, indeed, what other ahii't low h«<,‘ considerH Oauii, 
'but to try rallying at tJIogau yonder, safe under the guns?'- - and is not 
in the slightest haste alanit this new matter.* 

United with his baggage-column, Friedrich proceeds north-eiodward ; 
crosses Spree still northward or north-eastward ; encamps there, in the 
dark hours of Tuesday ; no l)a\m heeding him. Heforo daylight, how- 
ever, Priodricli is again on foot; In several columns n<»w, fttr the had 
country-roads ahead;— and has struck straight south- eastward, If Daun 
were noting him. And, in the afternoon of Wwlnestlay, I»aun Is 
astonished to learn that this wily Knemy is arrivwl In Uelcheiiltaeh 
vicinity ; sweeping-in onr i»oor posts therealwuts ; irnmovahly astride of 
the Silesian Highway, aftt» ail ! An astonished Datm hastens out, what 
he can, to take survey of the sudden Phenomenon. Tries it, next day 
and next, with hk heat Isjudons ami appliances; finds that this Phetns- 
menon can actually march to Nelsse ahead of him, iiidifferent to 
Pandours, or giving Uicm as go««l as they bring; -and that nothing 
but a battle and beating (could we rashly tinwtm of such a thing, which 
wo cannot) will prevent it. 'Very well, then!' Dauu strives to say. 
And lets the Phenomenon march (from tlt'irlHa, (htoher mih ) ; loudon 
harassing the rear of it, for some days ; not without counter harassment, 
much waste of cannonading, and ruin to n«vernt jwor Isiusiu Villages by 
fire,—' Prussians scandalously burn them, when we attm-k !* says Isiudou, 
Till, at last, finding this march hnpn^gnably arranged, • split into two 
routes,’ and ready for all chances, I^sjudon also withiimws to moro 
promising business. Poor General Itetsow ikuiior was of this march ; 
absolutely could not he excused, though fallen ill of dysentery, like to 
die; — and did die, the day after he got to Bchwebiislt*, when the 
difficulties and excitement were over.* 


Of Eriedrich’s march, oiiwiml from (iiirlilz, wo shall miy 
nothing farther, except that the very wind of it was sidvatorv 
to his Silesian Fortresses and interests. ITiat at NciMse, o« 
and after November Ist,-— which is the third or smnid day 

* Tempdhof, it 341.34?. * ReUow, 1. 373. 
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of Fliedrich’s march, — General Treskow, Commandant of 
Neisse, found the bombardment slacken more and more King 
of Prussia coming,’ said the Austrian deserters to us) ; and 
that, on November 6th, Treskow, looking out from Neisse, 
found the Austrian trenches empty, Generals Harsch and 
Deville hurrying over the Hills homewards, — ^pickings to be 
had of them by Treskow, — and Neisse Siege a thing finished.^ 
It had lasted, in the way of blockade and half-blockade, for 
about three months ; Deville, for near one month, half- 
blockading, then Harsch (since September 30th) wholly 
blockading, with Deville under him, and an army of 20,000 ; 
though the actual cannonade, very fierce, but of no effect, 
could not begin till little more than a week ago, — so difficult 
the getting-up of siege-material in those parts. Kosel, under 
Commandant Lattorf, whose praises, like Treskow’s, were great, 
— had stood four months of Pandour blockading and assault- 
ing, which also had to take itself away on advent of Friedrich. 
Of Friedrich, on his return -journey, we shall hear again 
before long ; but in the mean while must industriously 
follow Daun. 


Feldmarschall Datm and the Reichs Army try some Siege of 
Dresden (9th-l6th November) 


October 30th, Daun, seeing Neisse Siege as good as gone to water, 
decided with himself that he could stiU do a far more important stroke: 
capture Dresden, get hold of Saxony in Friedrichs absence. Dann 
turned round from Reichenbach, accordingly; and, at his slow-footed 
pace, addressed himself to that new errand. Had he made^ better 
despatch, or even been in better luck, it is very possible be might have 
done something there. In Dresden, and in Governor Schmettau with 
his small garrison, there is no strength for a siege; in Saxony is no mg 
but some poor remnant under Finck, much of it Free^orps an lig^ 
people : capable of being swallowed by the Reichs Army itself, were ^ ^ 
Reichs Army enterprising, or in good circumstances otherwise. is 


1 etc. Diary of the Siege of Neisse,’ 4 th August, 

-dth Noveimber i7S8. ‘ I a.m. in Seyfaith, • 

ofTreskow’aown writing} brief and clear. ffeUien-GesduAU, r. 7 
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true the Riwhwmh Imvo quitted t'uii.erK «« in.jKWHild.s muTwelumluj 
homewards dnqffced I>y Imngor; the littio Ih.tum Army «ill. thoreforo 
march lor Saxony ; the Httle Anti-Swodi*}. Arnty, under Hhuiell t.as 
likewise been mostly ordered thither ; botli at tiieir .jiUrkest, J.'„r i )«„„ 
all turns on despatch ; loiter a little, and Frimirieh iiimseil’ wlli ho }i«J 
I 

Dauu, I liave no doubt, stirred ins slow find tlie fiisteit h« culd 
Aomnfter m, Dmm was in the neifrhbourhomi of Firm. < 'ountry imaiu* 
had bis Bridito at 1 irna, fi.r communication; uixe.I the Rei.-hs Army to 
bostir Itself, Now or jtover. Reiehs Army did push-out a Httlo wfainsl 
Innok; made him leave that imrjHdual t'amp of tialimig, uko 
camps, Kcsselsdorf and elsewhere ; and at ieuKtli made him shoot across 
Kibe, to the north-west, on a pontoon bridge below Hresdtm, witli 
retroatmg room to northward, and shelter under the guns of thaUhty 
tochs Army has likewise made jmworful detachments for capture of 

town, first of all. summon tlicm, with force evhiwuly overpowina' 
Froo-witlidrawal, if you don't resist; and if y«m do • !'- At Torgau 
there was actual attempt made {Novemtmr H'th), rather elaborate i!d 
dangeroua-looking ; under Iliiddick, with near Ut,(HS) „f the ' Austrian, 
auxiliary sort : to whom the old <*omm8ndanl,- judging Wedel! the 
late Autl-Swedish Wedell, to be now iwar,- rushed out with • IkKj’men 
and one big gun ; and made such a firing and gesticulation as was ouite 
extraordinary, as if Wedell were here alreadj^- tili wlu-a I’lirild 
come m sight ; and the overpowering Kelchs iVtachment made its bLt 
'^'*’** “*‘^**'*’ remained things of theory • the 

Detachments hurrie.1 home, I think, without sumnumiug 

wir* Artilleries at last ready, comes 

flowing forward (Woivim/w m-Ofi) ; ami takes post in the tlreat ISardw 

walirli *'’“‘‘*'1 ’ '"‘'**^‘**‘5' ^’fiwHdtau and that fity. 'I’he 

^Is, or works, are weak ; outside Uwre is nothing hut Mayer and the 

Pree-oorps to resist, —who indeed has surjuuiiied himself Uiis season and 

chmettau signifies to Oman, the day I»auii came in sight, ' If vour 
Excellen* advance farther on me, the grim Rules of U'*,- i,, %. / > 

pta will „d., “kSt.'I.S.l J d 

th oombustlblo matter, making due announcements, to €oart and 
'Stenam':oTrtmi^, 1 

In the name of civilised huma nity, you wUl never think of such thing I' 


‘ Tempelhof, etc. 
V. aSd. 


'Utter from a Prussian OSoet,' in /rMm.GmMt, 
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* That will your ExiudltHiz, of a «urety^ aiiti do It !* aiiawers Sehmettau* 
Bo that Dreadan i« full of |uty, iarror am! ipaotilatioii* The eoiumon 
rumour i% wiya Excellency Mitchell, %vho l« iojouriiiiig there for the 
present, ^That Bruhr (nefariouH H^rilhl, horn to be the death of ns I) 

* has perimaded Ihdish IMajesty to winetlon this enterprise of Daun's/-- 
very earekws, Brdhl, whnt become of Dresden or ns, so the King of 
Prussia ha well hurt or spited ! 

(Certain enough, AUarmher 0 /A, Dann does eome-on, regardless of 
Behmetofs iissurimees; so that, ^almut midnight/ Mayer, wlio 'can 
hear the enemy husily huilding four hig liatteries' withal, has to report 
himself driven to the edge of those high Houses (which are filled with 
comhuHtihles), and that some <h*oal« are got into tlie upper windows. 

* Burn them, tlien V answers Behmettini (such the dire necessity of sieged 
phiceB); and, ^at 0 a.m.' (threadiours notice to the poor inmates), Mayer 
does so ; hideous flames InirstlngHnit, punctually at the stroke of 2 ; 

* whole Suburb ieemed on bla^ie ^ (about a sixth part of it actually so), 

* nay, you would have said the whole Town, was environed in flames/ 
Excellency Mitchell climbed a steeple 5 ^ will not describe, to your' Lord- 
ship tlte horror, the terror and confusion of this night ; wretched in- 
hahitauts running with their furniture ' (what of it they had got flung- 
out, between 12 o'clock and 2) ^ towards the Great Garden ^ all Dresden, 
to appearance, , girt in flames, ruins and imoke/ Such a night in 
Dresden, especially in the Firna Suburb, as was never seen before*^ 
^rhis was the sad beginning, or attempt at beginning, of Dresden Siege j 
and this also was the and of it, on Daim's part at present For four days 
more, he hung about tlie place, minatory, hesitative; but attempted 
notliing feasible ; and on the fifth day,— for a certain weighty reason/ 
as the Austrian (hujettCH expresi it,— he saw good to vanish into the 
Pirna Rock-( 'ountry, and he out of harm's way in the mean while 1 

The truth is. Dam/s wm an intricate case just now; need- 
ing, above all things, swiftness of treatment; what, of all 
things, it could not get from Daun. His denunciations on 
that burnt Suburl> were again loud ; but Schmettau continues 
dk^af to all that,— means * to defend himself by the known 
rules of war and of honour ** ; declares, he * will dispute from 
street to street, and oidy finish in the middle of Polish 
Majesty^ Eoyal Palace/ Denunciation will do nothing! 

* Mitchell, Mmn>s md L 459 . In v* a 9 S-pa) 

minute account (cotreipondkg well with Mitchell's) 1 . ik 3a3-3l> the certified 
details of the ckmAge done s *ssi 8 o houies lost' i * 4 humiinHv<^' 
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Daun had above 100,000 men in tfnostr parts/**' HusliS 
forward with sharj) shot and Imjonet storm, instead of I<»|jicid 
denunciation, it is prolwihle IJaun iniglit have iM*tH«i his 
Schraettau. But the hour of tide was rigttroijs, witlial •— 
and such an ebb, if jou misswi it in inwUiHng ! AWmW 
iSth, Daun witlwirew ; the ebhiiijj come, 'fhat «nnie day 
Friedrich was at I,auban in the Ijitisitz. wifinn a hundnri 
miles again ; spmling hilherwanl ; ladiind him a Silenin 
brushed clear, before him a Saxony to Iw tmidnsl, • Ke,w<„| 
weighty’ enough, think Daun and the Austrian (Jazettw! 
But such, since you have misaed the title-hour, i-^ the incxor- 
able fact of ebb,— going at t!>al frightful rate Daun never 
was the man to dispute facts. 

November gOth, Frietlrich arrivjxl in Divstien j hcant, next 
day, that Daun had wheele<I decisively homewanl front Fima 
Country; that the Reichs Anny and he are diligently climb- 
mg the Metal Mountains ; mid that tliere is not in Saxoitv 
more than in Silaia, an enemy left. Wl«t a Rrspicl to 
Hochkirch! ‘Neisse and Dresden both!’ we Itmi hof»d «« 
sequel, if ucky : ‘ Neisse or Dresden ’ aee„,e<j infallible. And 
we^are climbing the Metal Mountains, under facts suprior 

And Campaign Third lias cloned la this mantw leaving 
things much as it found them. Flmntially a drawn match* 
Contending Parties little altered in relative strength s—both 

hfehn. U»„ „„ (if 
• .» «» 

"i»“ “ ““"c ‘ii»sto*rfiwrL r^ 
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soldier,*' answered M. de Belleisle ; ^ but Ins Army, is not a 
shuttle {navetk^^''— to be shot about, in that way, from side 
to side of the world! No surely; not alio^^ellier. But tlie 
King of Prussia lias, among other arts, an art of marching 
Armies, which l)y degrees astonishes the old IVlarechah To 
^ eome upon us m 7tuveUe^‘' stuidenly * like a shuttle ’ from the 
other side of the web, Ixicame an estal>lished phrase ainong 
the French concerned in these imfortunate mattci'sd 

^The Pitt-iual-Ferdinand Ckinpalgn of says a Note, wliicli I 

would fain abridge, * is more palpably yietoriouH than FriiMlrkdfs, nmeh 
more an affair of bonfiras than Ids ; tbmigb It to<^ 1 ms bad Its rubs. Loss 
of honour at Crefeld ; loai of I-K>umburg and Cod-fisbary t tbese are 
serious blows our enemy 1 ms Imd. But then, to temper the joy over 
Umkbnrg, there was, at Ticondarago, by Aberoromby, the small scale 
(all the extent of scale he had), a melancholy Platitude <*ommitted : tliat 
of walking into an enemy without the least reconnolteriiig of him, who 
proves to be chin-deep in abatis and field-works; and kills, much at his 
ease, about 2,000 brave fellows, brought 5,000 miles for that object 
And obliges you to walk away on the instant, and quit Ticonderago, like 
a— surely like a very tragic Dignitary in Cocked-hat 1 To be casldered, 
we will hope; at least to be laid on the shelf, and replaced by some 
Wolfe or some Amherst, fitter fer the business ! Nor were the Descents 
on the French Coast much to speak of: Guns got at Cherbourg,*^ 

these truly, as exhibited in Hyde-Park, were a comfortable sight, 
especially to the simpler sort : but on the other hand, at Morlaix, on the 
part of poor old General Bligb and Company, there had been a Platitude 
equal or superior to that of Abercromby, tbougb not so tragical in loss of 
men. '^Wbat of that?'" said an enthusiastic Public, striking their 
Imlanee, and joyfully illuminating.— Here is a Clipping from Ohio 
Country, Lettm* of an Officer*' (distilled esience of Two Iteitters), 
** dated, Fort^IMqmme, 2 Bth NmmmbBr 1758 1 

* ^^Our small Corps under (General Forbes, after much sore scrambling 
through the Wildernesses, and contending with enemies wild and tame, 
Is, since the last four days, in possession of Fort Duquesne** (Miisburg 
henceforth) : Friday 24 th, the French garrison, on our appearance, 

made-off without fighting ; took to boats down the Ohio, and vanished 
out of those Countries,* ““forever atui a day, we will hope. ^^Their 
Loulsiana-Canada communication is b^it ; and all that prodigious tract of 
rich country/'— which Mr, Washington fixed upon long ago, is ours 


* Archenholtx, L 316 ; Montikmbert, for the phmse *m nmHUJ 
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npnn, if w.u-an turn it to UHe. “ Tinn .l«y u u‘r“uH "l^ZX 

1 ruddock Htua<i o( buttle "<jmor Hruddork f). "to b«rv the bo«,.uof,„r 
H utiKhtcrcd countryiuen ; n.uiiy of whom tJm Fri-n.-h but.-hcrod ir» cohi 
blood, uud, to their own oteriml i.!i«mo mid infumv, hmo h-ft lyiiiif 
grouiid oyer Hinco. Ah iiidwd they huvo dono «i!b uILtho,,. uluin rouml 
the Fort in lalo wwiks “ ; . railiiifr tUeniHidvo* u i-ivilm.ii Nation too ' ' » 

.Vom/iArr 1 ?.W, • hVidiimmlN im.n.mivroH, „ft,.r 

enfold, on the iTuni-o-wurd wdo of Ithiim, wore very [.rotlv : tmt, with- 
out Womd m,d w,v„H a »,.lhn«lo«H War Mini.tm. mol u ('ontmloH wt 
was «omethm|r of « (.owral, it would not .1.., !!,.ih.i^lo mud,, nnvwtmmi 

wary, and t,ountor-n«Mi»uvrod rather well. I•■ilmlh•, Souldn,,- (nuideru 
recollect him and hiH 24 or whontood in Frankfurt ( ‘ouniry, m, 

out af'lTr-T '^ *1 MO Ho'‘»b),.h .SouluM.. ■ imdiiuK- 

mit,at BoIIwhIch hiddniK, tuvmnlH lianov.-r, in a region vaeaut other- 

n ‘l»''K'‘rouH to Ferdinand. • .Making f„r 

Ib'^OOo'^Fo im”'!? *, f'ordinuiid ; “ttr iterliapH memniig to attack my 
12,0W hnglmh that are ju«t land«Hl.» Nay, imrha|w mv Ithine.liridge 
Wf and the mnal Party lea ther«.> - Ferdinand Lum! he Zll £l 
return, and look aaer HouhiHO. froaiwl, aerordingly (Anguat titiil 
by lua old Ilndgo at Keen, - which he found luife. in *jtite of attempt* 
there had heon j -and never remwaed during thii, War. Judge* even 
say hm first croHHing had never murh solidity of outlook in U; and 
though 80 to the imhtic, was his .(uestimmlde^t step. 

, , hiiglish, Soulilse had atlemptinl nothing, Ferdinand 

GerLs’^.!^ dbf fellows, said U„ 

uermans. And did you ever see such horses, surh snlendour of 

equipment, rogardlesH of eapenmi.* Not to mention thirse 
costumes and ways , aHtonishing to the tlerman mind,* Out of alt whom 

a Hcwspaperi (in fyir in«j, tm, 41 

^ of Meer (Clmat, with lo.oooy pI(, »Li tlw liiitlw lavwl 
by Imhof, wtth 3,000 both ckwr iolt!kri| Imhof in Iiit 4 tfi ‘ I 

Marlborough** heavy-latkii £#//#r to « Kwifrhi \mmt 1 * f 

rSnowr’ the command devoWed Z Lo«i oSge 
* Romantic view of the (a,ooo of ,hem, led Uy the Junior of ,he 
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(BergmhiaiBn included)^ Ferdiimnd^ by nmnagainent^— and miuiaganHHit 
was iieeded^—fot a great deal of firit-mte figbtiixgi Ie tbe next Four 
Years, 

*Nor, in regard to Hanover^ could Boubise make anything of it; 
tbotigb be did (owing to a couple of stupid fellows^ (*eneral Frince v<ni 
Yaenburg and (Jeneral Oberg, detiicbad by Ferdinand on tliat service) 
escape the lively treatment Ferdinand liad prepared for him ; and even 
gave a kind of Heating to each of those stupid lellows,*— one of wliich^ 
Oberg's one^ might have ruined Oberg and his Detacliment altog<'tluu% 
had Souhise been «dert, which he l)y no means was I Faris xnade sutdi 
jeering about llossbaoh and tlm Prince de Souhise/' says Voltaire,* ‘^and 
nobody said u word about these two Vietories of his, next Vtun*!'' For 
which there might he two reaHons : one, according to ‘‘remp4dhor, that 
** the Victories ward of the «o»«o kind Kxtren mwh darnuvh) ** ; mid 
another, that they were ascribed to llrogllo, on botb <u!ca»ion«,-«-how 
justly, nobody will now argue I 

^Contades had not failed, in the meait while, to follow with the 
main Army ; and was now elaboriitely mancenvring about ; intent to 
have lippstadt, or some Fortress In those Ehine-Weser (Jountrles* On 
the tail of that second so-so Victory by Sonbise, Contades thotigbt, Now 
would be the chance. And did try hard, but witbont edect, Ferdinand 
was himself attending ('ontades ; and mistakes were not likely. 
Ferdinand, in the tliick of the game (Octohor 2IsU10th), ^^mado a 
masterly movement that is to say, cut (Jontades and his Houbino 
Irretrievably asunder ; no juim.tion now poBsible to them ; the weaker of 
them liable to ruin, — unhms ('ontades, tlie stronger, would give battle; 
winch, tlumgh greatly outnumbering Ferdinand, he was cautious not to 
do, A nidancholic cautious man, apt to bo overcautious,-— nicknamed 

1 / AjuMcami” by the FarisiauH, from Ins down looks,— but bad good 
soldier qualities withal Souhise and he haggled about, a short while,--- 

Robert Keitim above roeiUioned, wlio is ,a soklier as yet), in Ankenfmlh^ L 
3S*"353 * fA and in BrmsSf il 136, of the * uniforms with gold and silver lace,* 
of the superb horses, * one regiment til roan horses, another all black, tiuoihcr 
ftll * etc, 

^ f* ‘Fight of Sandershauicn * (Hroglio, as Soubke's vingimul, ia,ooo? 
wmms Ysenburg, 7,000 who stupidly would not withdraw //// beaten s •33d 
July 1758/ k/m Ferdinand had come across again), 2 \ Fight of Lutternberg 
(Soubke, 30,000: mrsw Oberg, about iS,ooo, who' stupidly hung-back till 
Soubiie was all gathered, and tAm etc. , still more stupidly : * loth October 1 758*). 
See i. 31a (or better, Ar€hmh§Uh 34S)J aud i. 327. 

Both Lutternberg and Sanderihauien are in the neighbourhood of Ctiiel aa 
many of those Ferdinand fights were. 

^ Mkikrs d$ Uuis XV. 

■FOB. VI* 2 « ■' 
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nolii liinff, h» (iHw <’ir«-H»m«niu'i*H : jui.i tlicii lut.l to iro 

sKnin, witltuut (In* wav ti>* vitiiii*; t oiiiiuU-s huiinvlf 

tlircHigh nml «ii»tvrlng «n hk itan ul' t)«f 

How Pill is sHm’wIiujc, !t»tf nimiiij' ta stu't-vcd, uu |1(,. 
,1‘Vi'iK'h Fwvif^n Sdtlfjiu'iits : i>t» Uir tJuiiH'u i'tiuHl, mi thf 
Ilifjh SeuH <'vwwhm*; in thi- Wi-nt Imlivn; still nmrv in thv 
I'last, — whm; (Jvnt'ral I^illv (IIjiU Jivrt rniiums 

ninito Fonliimn'), miHhionvv! wil!» * fitll {miwviV as tl}i \ r;i!l 
them, is wgisig u{i ami »h>wn, alwnt Mudriwi niui ncighlunir- 
luKxl, in a vinlenl, impttunw, nwn* niitl mim* hnnknqit 
itmimer all this vw t-an my tmlhiitg fur fltc jircsvnl, 
little at any iina*. Ifm^ an* tw«» farts »>f the iJiianeiai sort, 
Huinrfcnlly ilhnninativt*. 'ria* iimriia-XjHauiin^i. murh-Mihsidy- 
iiiff (jovenuiM'tit of I'Vniire rannot ram* ht>m»w, l•^vrej^l at 7 
pcT <’(‘nt. Intcfivst ; atal the vati* of l^iariiu* Iiisiivatu'i* ha-s ns<‘n 
to 70 per mitd One way aial other, here is a Pitt rlenrlv 
progressive; anti a h»ng.jH*!aiii)g Jt‘iikin£fi qiifxthm in k 
fair way to he seltlal ! 

I'Vicdrieh stays in Hasony nhonl a month, ijisjavting ami 
luljusting; Ihenee to llreslnn, for Winter ipiarleis., His 
Winter is like to be n wul and silent one, this time ; «iih mme 
of the gaieties <tf last Year; the n»val hei*rt heavy entaigh 
with many private sornwa, were tliere none of piddie at all i 
I his IS a word troin him, two days after iiiiiHhing Haitn for 
the season : 


I'v'u’ilnrh it) Mt/hml Aiaiixi-ftol (at ('ohmdner in NVofehafelj 

• nrpwlsK, V3.) NWml»-r ITW. 

lliere is nathlug left for as, titoH tint n> laiagle sn4 

blend our weeping for tlm losses w« Jmve hmt, If i,u j,,,,,,! 

WffP II 

immUn oHmm, It mniM nut mBm fur ilm gm( f IWI. 

Our Ci4fupii!|^u U4 uvif * iiutd linn rfHiii* uf tm luiit 

or tne otlior^ Init tlm loi« i>f « peat mmy wiiriliy tins «ik«ry of 

* Hetrew, li, 5, 
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?i grmi nifiiiy |HN»r ilia ruin af mmu^ FrountHH, 

t!ia niviigt\ |nl!iip^ iiiul raitflai^nituHi nf Mama llaurinhin^ 'rtni iw, Ktpltiitii 
tha«a wliirli injika huiiuinity «lnnl(lai‘ : wml fridt;« iif lha wlrlunliiaHH i«i<l 
iimhiium af aartitin Fatipla in Fnw«»r, wlm Hiiarirtaa avarytliin^ tn tliair 
u«l»rldla<l piWHioitH ! I wiwh ynti^ mtm a/irr Mtphmi, initliinK tlnit liitM tli« 
laiiHt rawnnltlfniaa to niy doHliny ; iinil avarytltiiig llntt i« witnlin^^ to it/ 
^ Your o!<l friandi till daiith/— |»*/ 

* (Emr0$ di FrMMe^ 5ij«, § 73 , 
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